
   
 

 

Illo-Busa English 
Dictionary 

 

Ross McCallum Jones 
 

 
 

Illo District, Bagudo LGA, Kebbi State, NIGERIA 
2017 © SIM Nigeria 

 
The Illo-Busa dictionary, with English finderlist, was compiled in 
Nigeria by the author over a seven year period while doing Bible 
translation. It forms a trilogy together with the simultaneously 
published Kyanga and Shanga dictionaries. This cluster of languages 
belongs to the Eastern sub-division of the Mande language family. 
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Dictionaries of the other three languages of this cluster, Boko, 
Bokobaru and Busa/Bisã, also compiled by the author, were published 
by Lincom Europa in 2004. 
The database is stem based so that any word that begins with a lexeme 
stem will appear as a sub-entry under that lexeme. The 5000+ head 
and subwords are written in Illo-Busa orthography, followed by 
phonetic representations including tones, a part of speech label, and 
glosses in English. 
Borrowed words, etymology, synonyms and variants are given as 
appropriate, with the borrowings being mainly from Hausa and 
English. Once a break-away from Busa/Bisã, the Illo-Busa language is 
now slightly closer to Boko. The 49 page introduction includes an 
historical survey and a summary of Illo-Busa phonology and grammar. 
The author’s PhD thesis, the Boko/Busa Language Cluster, was 
published by Lincom Europa in 1998. It describes the grammar of 
Boko, Bokobaru and Bisã. 
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0.0  Introduction 

 

0.1  Classification 

 
Illo-Busa is a language spoken by about 20,000 people living in villages in Kebbi 
State in midwest Nigeria just south of the Niger river and close to the border of 
Benin Republic. Illo-Busa and related languages Boko, Bokobaru and Bisã belong to 
the Eastern segment of the South-Eastern group of Mande languages. This dictionary 
is prepared mainly for linguists worldwide who are interested in lexical typology, 
but also for use by the Illo-Busa people. Tradition would have it that one of Kisra's 
sons founded Illo many centuries ago. It is not clear when a migration of Busa 
people to Illo occurred, but the two languages now vary considerably and it must 
have been at least 300 years ago as one informant suggested. The original Busa 
people live around New-Bussa in Niger State 200 km to the south and call their 
language own language Bisã. Illo-Busa is slightly closer to the neighbouring 
language Boko than it is to Bisã, being 95% cognate and 57% identical with Busa, 
and 94% cognate and 64% identical with Boko. In the current edition of the 
Ethnologue its language identification code is BQC, listed as a dialect of Boko.  
 
The official classification is: Niger-Congo, Mande, Eastern, Busa cluster. Illo-Busa 
belongs to the Niger-Congo branch of languages which includes most of the 
indigenous languages of sub-saharan Africa and is classified with the Mande family 
of languages. Most of these languages are in the centre or west of West Africa, but 
Illo-Busa is towards the east, so belongs to the Eastern sub-group. Within that sub-
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grouping there are two clusters of languages, each cluster having some intelligibility 
between speakers. The Boko/Busa cluster includes Boko, Bokobaru, Busa and Illo-
Busa, and the Kyanga cluster includes Kyanga and Shanga. 
 
Illo-Busa is mutually intelligible with the Boko and Busa language speakers and 
there is partial intelligibility with Bokobaru. It is not intellible with Kyanga and 
Shanga. Lexical similarity is 67% with Kyanga/Shanga, 94% with the Boko/Busa 
cluster. 
 
Eastern Mande languages 

 Bissa Samo Busa   Kyanga 
    |    |     |           | 
 Barka Toma Busa  Kyanga 
 Lebir Tougan Illo-Busa      Shanga 
   Boko   
   Bokobaru 
 

Some of the western Mande languages include Bambara, Bandi, Boso, Jula, Kono, 
Kpelle, Kuranko, Ligbi, Loma, Loko, Marka, Manding, Maninka, Mende, seeku, 
sembla, Soninke, Susu, Vai, Yalunka. Eastern division Mande languages with an 
approximate number of speakers (2017) and the countries where they live are as 
follows: 
 

Samo 393,000 Burkina Faso 
Bisa 938,000 Burkina Faso 
Boko 170,000 Nigeria/Benin 
Bokobaru 70,000 Nigeria 
Busa     50,000 Nigeria 
Illo-Busa 20,000 Nigeria 
Kyanga 20,000 Nigeria/Benin 
Shanga 5,000 Nigeria 

 
 
0.2  Lexical comparison of East Mande languages 
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Following are the percentages of identical and cognate words between the different 
Mande languages of Nigeria and Benin, based on a 100 word list. 
   

 % Cognate words 
Boko Bisã Bokobaru Illo-Busa Kyanga Shanga 

Boko  87% 89% 90% 55% 55% 
Bisã 47%  89% 87% 49% 54% 
Bokobaru 51% 50%  84% 53% 52% 
Illo-Busa 65% 57% 50%  51% 54% 
Kyanga 20% 21% 21% 20%  77% 
Shanga 21% 16% 19% 20% 33%  

 % Virtually identical words 
   
Cognate percentages with other languages in Burkina Faso (BF), Côte d’Ivoire (CI) 
and Liberia (LB) generated by Valerie Vydrine in the Journal of Language 
Relationship are as follows: 
 

 Boko Busa   Kyanga KKKyanga Shanga 
Lebir (BF) 53 51 56 54 
San (BF) 50 48 54 52 
Mwa (CI) 51 48 55 49 
Toura (CI) 43 44 51 44 
Yaure (CI) 48 47 52 48 
Mano (LB) 49 46 49 45 

 
 
0.3 History of research 
 
The author, Dr. Ross McCallum Jones, has studied Boko and related languages for 
forty eight years. He has translated the Bible into those languages and developed 
literacy programmes. His PhD thesis is entitled ‘TheBoko/Busa Language Cluster’ 
(LINCOM Europa 1998). Since 2010 he surveyed and studied three closely related 
Mande languages, Busa, Kyanga and Shanga. The data presented here was elicited 
from Busa language consultants from the Busa towns of Kali, Gidanzana and Sambe. 
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0.4 Geography 
 
Map of the Mande family languages (Used by permission © SIL 2002) 
 
Distribution of Mande languages with Boko/Busa/Kyanga area on the far right. 
 

 
 
Busa speaking villages south of Illo 
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Map of East Mande languages straddling the Benin/Nigerian border 
(Used by permission © SIL 2002) 
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0.5 Ethnography 

 
Population and distribution 
Illo-Busa speakers currently number about 20,000 and live in a dozen localities 
south west of Illo. The majority live in four towns called Baani, Gidanzana, Kali and 
Sambe. Of these 20,000 people nearly half are ethnic Kyanga, who have assimilated 
to Illo-Busa. Kyanga is a closely related Mande language. They are all bilingual in 
Hausa. The Illo-Busa language does not seem to be in danger of disappearing in the 
near future, although there are several thousand ethnic Busa at Illo, Kurukuru and 
Gesheru who have assimilated to Hausa. Illo-Busa is mutually intelligible with Boko, 
but not with Kyanga. Lexical similarity is 65% with Kyanga, 94% with the Boko. 
 
The Busa live in Kebbi State in north-western Nigeria, in the west of Bagudo Local 
Government Area south-west of Illo.  Illo town is located at 11°33' north of the 
equator and 3°42' east and has a population of 7000 of whom about 2000 are ethnic 
Busa including the chief Alhaji Muhammed Wanka (Sarkin Illo). 
 
Here are the official 2007 population figures of Illo-Busa towns and villages (Busa 
pronunciation in brackets) with estimated numbers of Busa speakers and ethnic Busa.  
 

  Centre Population Busa  Busa 
   speakers       ethnic  

1. Illo 7046   100 2000 
2. Kali (Bãibɛ) 6935 3500 1500 
3. Bani (Baani) 5810 4200 2200 
4. Gidanzana (Gilanzaana) 5456 2500   800 
5. Sambe (Sambɛ) 1660 1260   660 
6. Sabo Birni (Waganaga)    500   400 
7. Anaswa (Kãmaswai)    400   300 
8. Samba    250     20 
8. Sainji (Sɛĩ) 5479       0   200 
9. Ilela    160     80  
10. Kangiwa 4216   100   300 
11. Gbirizĩ (Gbilizĩ)       60     60 
12. Gwege (Gbɛgɛ)      50     50 
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13. Kabaka      40     40 
14. Kurukuru (Kulukulu) 1700       0                 1000 
15. Geshuru (Gɛsↄlↄ) 2527       0   400  
Total                  13,120        10,010 
 

With an approximate 6% biological growth rate, both the ethnic Busa population 
and the Busa speakering population now number about 20,000. 
 
The majority of the Busa speaking population live in 4 towns south to south west of 
Illo between the IlloSamia road and the Benin Republic border. The Busa speaking 
population is nearly 50% ethnic Kyanga who have assimilated to the Busa language. 
Many of these Kyanga retain their distinctive facial markings.  
 
In the main Busa speaking villages all ages still speak Busa. They intermarry with 
Kyanga and Boko. In Kali, Sambe and Gidanzana everyone speaks Busa, but ethnic 
Kyanga outnumber ethnic Busa. 
 
Some call themselves Busa, others call themselves Boko. All Busa are bilingual in 
Hausa, the prestige language of the area and of their religion Islam. Eventually the 
Busa people will assimilate to Hausa and that their language will be lost. 
 
An early Arabic document Tarikh-es-Sudan states that ‘the dwellers in the Sudan, 
whose capital is Ghana, were Christians up to the year 469 of the hedjira, that is to 
say, up to 1076 by the Christian computation of time, and only then adopted Islam. 
He adds: ‘the growing power of the western stream, reinforced by the influence of 
Islam and Mandeland, destroyed Christendom in Songhai and forced it back to 
Borgu.’  
 
Traditionally animist, most Busa have converted to Islam in the past 70 years. There 
are currently very few Busa Christians. 
 
Culture 
Hunting has always been important in their culture. The Busa are mostly farmers, 
planting millet and corn. Each village has its blacksmith for making knives, hoes, 
coup-coups etc. There are also wood carvers who carve handles, mortars and pestles 
etc. Others weave mats from palm fronds, although plastic mats are now more 
common. Male circumcision is practiced, but not female. Beer drinking was a 
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common pass-time in the old culture before Islam. Islam has also brought changes to 
marriage and childbirth ceremonies. The livelihood of the Busa is based primarily 
upon agriculture, with trading being of secondary importance. Maize, millet, guinea 
corn and manioc are their main crops.  
 
 
0.6 Historical survey 

 
The Illo-Busa share in the Kisira legend that is so strong among the Boko/Busa 
people of Borgu and other groups in Nigeria. According to this legend some 
ancestors fled from Mohammed and Islam in the Middle East and eventually settled 
in Borgu, intermarrying with the local inhabitants (Boko). It may be true that some 
people came from the Middle East and intermarried with Mande people, but it is not 
feasible to think of a West African Mande tribe like the Busa as having originated 
from there. Linguistically all languages related to the Boko/Busa group are to the 
West of them.  
 
First settlements 
A documentary record about Illo by a Colonial Officer states: ‘This part of the 
country is believed to have consisted of uninhabited bush before it was occupied by 
a part of the wave of Immigrant Kishira (Kisra) people who came from the east at a 
very early date. Exactly when this occupation took place it is difficult to say, for the 
chief of Illo puts it at some fourteen centuries ago.’ 28234, ‘Illo Independant District, 
Sokoto Province’ Nigerian National Archives, Kaduna. 
 
Surviving tradition suggests that the Kyanga and the Gurma were the autochthonous 
people. Later the Wasangari people arrived and instituted their own political 
authority. The Gurma moved away to the north west while the Kyanga remained on 
their original site. The early political system of Illo and information about its 
establishment are unclear. Fragments of information indicate that the Ba-Kperude, 
Ba-Ferinde and Ba-Kwakwa were the earthpriests, but as religious leaders they were 
not empowered to exercise political power and authority, a vaccuum the Wasangari 
ruling class later filled. Thus, most of what is known about the early history and 
political structure of Illo relates to the Wasangari. Aguza, who was identified as the 
brother of Kisra, has been credited with the founding of the Illo dynastry. 

Julius Adekunle, page 85. 
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Illo became prosperous and accommodated merchants of different backgrounds. Its 
influence attracted many immigrant groups, thus bringing about a multicultural and 
multilinguistic society. The Wasangari altered the previous political arrangement by 
taking over leadership from the earth-priests. While the Wasangari (under Bio Sheru 
or Agwaza) were rulers, the Kyanga (under Kirikasa) were the commercial and 
industrial group, the Zaberma and Fulani controlled the cattle trade. The ‘kawo’ tree, 
located at the outskirts of the town, is used to remember when Illo was established. 
It also marked the point where Agwaza (Bio) seperated from the sons of Kisra, an 
event that was witnessed by the Bedde of Kasati, a powerful and influential ruler in 
the region. The relations between Kasati and Illo were strong as indicated by an 
arrangement that the Bedde could serve as the regent of Illo whenever the throne 
was vacant, while the Kirikasa (chief priest) of Illo acted as the regent of Kasati. This 
political arrangement worked out well for the two towns because of a kinship factor. 
The Bedde was polically equal in importance to the Kokani of Kebbi since both 
formed part of the Wasangari migration. Another important town in the region was 
Kurukuru whose head also served as the Ubandawaki (custodian of the crown of the 
king of Illo). When a new king was chosen, the Ubandawaki handed over the crown 
to the Bedde of Kasati who performed the installation ceremony. BORGU 
DISTRICT/28234 ‘Illo Independant District’, Nigerian National Archives, Kaduna. 
 
Migrations by the Kyanga and Dendi led to the establishment of towns such as Kali, 
Lollo and Yantala. A son of Sarkin Bani has been credited with the founding of Kali 
in 1630. Although these towns were located near Illo, they owed allegiance to 
Yelwa. Other towns under Illo were Samia and Kaoje. While Samia derived its 
wealth from trade with segbana, Kaoje was a market centre for cattle trade and 
Hausa, Fulani and Wangara quarters were established there following the flourishing 
trade. 
 
Early conflicts 
In 1493 with the west and south to heel, Sonni Ali, king of Songhai, turned his 
attention to the east and conducted a campaign against Borgu, but with only partial 
success. On his return from Borgu to Gao, Sonni Ali was accidentally drowned while 
crossing a small tributary of the Niger. (Hogben in The Emirates of Northern Nigeria, 
1966) 
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At the beginning of 1505 the Songhai army was defeated by the chief of Bussa. Askia 
Mohammed did however carry off numerous slaves, one of whom became the 
mother of the succeeding Askia Musa. 
At the rise of the Songhai power the three kingdoms Bussa, Illo and Nikki were 
attacked by Mamara at the head of the Zaberma, but on his death the king of Nikki 
conquered Songhai. He now ruled over the greater part of Borgu, his kingdom 
extending northwards to Illo, south to Ilesha and east to Kaiama. (Elizabeth Ischei, A 
History of Nigeria 1893) 
 
In 1593 the Moor leader Mahmud Pasha attacked the Songai leader Askia Nuh in 
Dendi country south of Gurma. Nuh received support from the Borgawa, warlike 
pagans with long experience of the great defensive possibilities of their country. 
Later on Dendi settlers from Illo and Gaya areas on the Niger river along with 
traders and scholars from Hausaland formed the majority of the Muslim population 
in Borgu. 
 
In the 17th and 18th centuries Borgu extended to the Niger and included Illo. It is 
generally believed that the Kyanga preceded the Boko in northen Borgu. Mallam 
Idris claims that the Kyanga came from Mali and have a royal ancestor in the person 
of Askia Mohammed of the Songhai empire (1493 — 1528). 
 
In 1810 Shehu Usman dan Fodio crossed the river and subdued Gurma. 
In 1811 Bello led a 3rd expedition to this part of the country and conquered the little 
principality of Illo.  
In 1814 Illo was made a tributary of Gwandu for a short while (this is denied by 
Illo). 
In 1835 Borgu attacked Kaoje and killed the Emir of Gwandu’s brother. 
In 1900 British troops occupied Illo. 
In 1907 the Illo area was given by the colonialists to Sokoto province in 
compensation for lands lost as a result of northern boundary adjustments. 
 
Illo was politically independent of other Borgu kingdoms. One of the most critical 
battles that Illo fought was the Samba war. A frontier dispute may have caused the 
war. Owing to kinship relations, the Kibe of Busa sent a contingent of soldiers under 
the leadership of Sabi Shika to assist Illo. Of the three kingdoms Illo was the smallest 
and most vulnerable to attack. It was also the wealthiest, especially because it 
controlled Kaoje and segbana, which were Borgu economic centres. Proximity to 
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Hausaland, the source of North African goods, contributed to the thriving economy 
of Illo. 
 
Illo fought a series of wars with Gwandu in the Sokoto Caliphate. The war of 1814 
ended in a stalemate, although Walter Nash, a colonial officer, claimed that the 
Gwandu army captured Illo. During the reign of Mohamman (1828-1833) Gwandu 
attacked Illo for the second time. According to Gwandu accounts, Illo was captured 
and Mohamman married Tagimba, the daughter of Kwai Lafia, the chief of Illo. But 
the tradition at Illo stated that the soldiers of Kwai Lafia ambushed the armies of 
Gwandu at Bada or Tafanji. The invaders were sent back before they could attack 
Illo. Gwandu launched another attack during the reign of Digangan, chief of Illo. 
Baraya was sent by the Emir of Gwandu (1833-1858) to collect tribute, claiming that 
Illo was under his political jurisdiction. Considering this to be an encroachment on 
Illo's frontiers, the emissaries were killed. For these victories, the people of Illo 
assert, ‘we never followed Gwandu’. The wars were more over boundary disputes 
than religion, according to Nash. 
A war broke out between Busa and Kaoje in 1833. Illo joined forces with Bussa, 
while Halilu of Gwandu aided Kaoje. The Bussa-Illo allied army was repulsed at 
Kassara in 1835 and thereafter Halilu (1835-1855) sent an expedition under 
Mohamman Sambo on some Borgu towns. Sambo’s forces lost the first campaign, but 
captured Kaoje, a former ally, during the second expedition. Kaoje's economic 
prosperity, especially in cattle trade, may have caused the attack by Gwandu. Kaoje 
continued to experience military attacks from Gwandu. Between 1839 and 1850 
Shirado 1 raided Kaoje and Gwomba. 
 
In 1859 a combined force from Illo, Bussa, Kaiama, Yelwa and N'Gaski fought 
against Kaoje. Illo declared war in reaction to some men from Kaoje who cut off the 
arms of Inya, the daughter of Gajere, the kibe of Busa, in order to take away her 
bracelets. The allied forces captured about 1000 men and burned down Gendinni 
and Gaten Tudu. When help arrived from Gwandu, Kaoje was able to repulse the 
allied forces. 
 
The French forces occupied Illo in 1896. As the British stationed their West African 
Frontier Force (WAFF) in Yashikera and other Borgu towns, the French stationed 
two officers and thirty soldiers at Illo between 1897 and 1902. Illo did not offer any 
resistance to the French because its military had been weakened having been 
involved in a series of wars. The control of trade on the River Niger and desire to 
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gain access to the interior of Borgu were the motives behind the French occupation 
of Illo. Nonetheless, following the Anglo-French delineation agreement, Illo fell 
within the jurisdiction of the British. The British enjoyed the cooperation of Kimaza 
who died in 1902. The Commanding Officer of the WAFF detachment that had 
occupied Bussa installed Bio Shirado 11, who succeeded Kimaza. Bio Shirado 11 had 
formerly accompanied British expeditions to Raha and Sokoto. 
 
According to a nineteenth century traveler, merchants from Songhay and Sudan met 
their Hausa counterparts at Illo where livestock, cotton cloth, salt, potash and kola 
nuts were sold. 
 
The traditions of Illo and Busa agree that their respective foundations were closely 
linked, though they put forward different views as to the respective degrees of 
seniority of these two polities. In 1907, Illo and the area to the south and southeast 
of it were administratively separated from the rest of Nigerian Borgu and attached to 
Sokoto Province. This separation has continued ever since. 
 
Trade routes 
From Kano, there were two routes leading to Gonja. The first, the northern route, 
passed through Sansanne Mango, Mamprussie, and Yendi to Salaga and other Asante 
dominated markets (Lovejoy 1971 : 538), and the second route, which we are 
focusing on, went further south through most of the Borgu states. This route crossed 
the Niger at Illo, a commercial port of Borgu, to Bussa, Wawa, Kaiama, Nikki, 
Djougou, and then Gonja (Harris 1939 : 28). Apart from this route, there was also a 
feeder route which linked other Borgu states to the major route (Hallett 1965 : 96). 
The Borgu route was the shorter and therefore the more preferred of the two routes. 
Lander, who went through Borgu in the early nineteenth century, reported seeing 
‘about a thousand [Hausa] individuals of both sexes’ along the Borgu route (ibid.).  
 
History of Illo 
According to the Sarkin Illo and his council, he is a direct descendant of Kisra, 
himself the 62nd king in the direct line of the Busawa race, who reigned over the 
Yorubawa, Gurmawa and Kyangawa in his kingdom in the vicinity of Mecca, of 
which Badar was the capital. Kisra opposed the advance of the prophet Muhammad 
and sought assistance from his kinsman, the Sarkin Bornu, but in vain. He was 
defeated and killed and his son led his people in flight to the town of Bussa where he 
settled. His brother Agwasa founded Illo with the Kyangawa as subjects, and Nikki 
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was founded by the husband of Amina, a daughter of Kisra. The Yorubawa went 
south of Bussa and the Gurmawa west. At the rise of the Songhay power these three 
states and Borgu were attacked by the king Mamara, his principal fighting force 
being the Zabermawa who came to the country from the west hundreds of years 
after all Busawa, though now Zabermanci is a common language. After his death 
Sarkin Nikki took Songhay and the Kyangawa spreading their borders broke off from 
Illo and became independent. They were however conquered and subdued by the 
Kebbawa under Kanta in the 16th century. Illo retained its independence till it was 
made subject to Gando (Gwandu) by the second Emir. 
 
The custom house at Illo was also important. It was at Illo that all Hausa merchants, 
especially from the eighteenth century when these merchants took control of the 
Gonja market, had to cross the Niger to Borguland. The control of that port was 
however controversial. While some held the view that it was Nikki that controlled 
the port, others strongly believed it was Bussa. The evidence at our disposal however 
supported Bussa control of the port. When the horses were in short supply, more 
were imported to Borgu through Illo port. However, the menace of armed bandits, 
who were princes, led to the boycotting of Borgu markets and the diversion of the 
routes elsewhere. The implication was that these Borgu states lost major revenue 
which affected the economy of the country. Consequently, at the inception of the 
colonial rule in 1900, most of the capitals had deteriorated into villages. 
 
0.7 Format of dictionary 

 
Lexemes (headwords) are followed by the phonetic representation in square 
brackets, including tones. The tone on the lexemes is orthographic with minimal 
tone marking. Full tone marking is shown in the phonetic representation, and for 
verbs, both the lexical and PRF forms are given. There is no entry if it doesn’t differ 
from the lexeme and it is not shown for sub-entries with regular suffixes. Then 
follows the grammatical category, for which the abbreviations used are listed 
below. The meaning in English is occasionally followed by an example sentence in 
Busa and its translation into English. Borrowed words (From:), Etymology (Etym:), 
Synonyms (Syn:), Variant forms (Variant:), Literal meanings (Lit:) of some idioms 
or compounds may also be added. Scientific names may be added in underlined 
italic.  
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Busa is an agglutinative language. As many as seven morphemes can join together to 
form a single word. Simple words are presented as headwords in the dictionary 
followed by suffixed forms. Headwords with these suffixes, or a combination of 
them, are shown as Sub-entries. 
 
Sub-entries include words with common suffixes, significant phrases beginning with 
the headword, reduplicated words and words identical to the headword except for a 
change in tone. The sub-entries are in alphabetical order without consideration to 
meaning. Borrowed words are mainly from Arabic, Dendi, English and Hausa. 
 
0.8 Abbreviations and Suffixation 

 
Part of speech abbreviations 
Each word is accompanied by its lexical or grammatical category written in italics in 
the following abbreviated forms. If a word functions as various parts of speech, then 
the meaning will be given for each function. Many nouns affixed by /-de/ double as 
attributive adjectives and are marked as n/aadj. Other words function as both noun 
and adverb and are marked as n/adv. 
 

aadj attributive adjective padj predicative adjective 
adj adjective (aadj & padj) part particle 
adv adverb post postposition 
cn count noun prep preposition 
conj conjunction pro pronoun 
ideo ideophone sn specific noun 
intj interjection vi intranstive verb 
n noun vt transitive verb 
num numeral   

 

Other grammatical abbreviations 
 ADES Adessive OBJ Object 
 ALL Allative OBL Oblique 
 APPO Appositive PL Plural 
 BEN Benefactive POSS Possessive 
 COM Comitative PRF Perfective 
 COND Conditional PROG PROGressive 
 CONT Continuative PROH Prohibitive 
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 DAT  Dative SBJ Subjunctive  
 DUR Durative SG Singular 
 ESS Essive STAT Stative 
 HAB Habituyal SUBJ Subject 
 IMPRF Imperfective SUBS Subsequent 
 INES Inessive SUP Superessive 
 NEG Negative TOP Topical 
 NP Noun Phrase UNAC Unaccomplished 
 3indef 3rd person indefinte   3p 3rd person plural 
 3inan 3rd person inanimate  3s 3rd person singular 
 
Suffixation 
Following are the common suffixes used to make compound nouns in Busa. Not all 
possible compounds are shown in the dictionary. Words with these suffixes are listed 
as Sub-entries under the lexeme. 
 
Adjectival suffixes 
 -mpiinɔ extreme -nkonɔ/-nnɔ very 
 -na nominaliser -ũ   too 
 
Verb suffixes  
 -bↄ instrument -kĩi place (noun) 
 -gↄↄ time/day -na participle 
 -kɛ  state -nna actor 
 -kĩa place (adverb) -sai without 
   -yã matter, affair 
Pronoun suffixes 
 -da IMPRF -di UNAC 
 -dá PROG -di SUBS 
 -dì HAB -dí HAB NEG 
 -di DUR -kũ CONT 
 
Noun suffixes 
 -bↄ  ‘instrument’  Ex. yã'obↄ  ‘microphone’ 
 -da ‘female, large’ beda ‘female goat’  
 -de ‘owner’ mↄsↄd̃e  ‘cyclist’ 
 -denↄ    ‘inhabitants of’ tiadenↄ ‘present generation’  
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 -gↄↄ ‘time/day of’ dikpɛgↄↄ ‘feast day’ 
 -kɛ ‘abstract marker’ ãnabikɛkɛ ‘prophethood’ 
 -nɛ ‘child’ bookonɛ ‘student’ 
 -nↄ/-nɔ ̀‘PL’ ãnabinↄ ‘prophets’ 
 -pu ‘white’ kpɛpu  ‘Nile perch’ 
 -saide ‘-less’ nɛ'isaide  ‘childless’ 
 -si   ‘black’ gusi  ‘darkness’ 
  -tɛ ̃ ‘red/brown’ wetɛ ̃ ‘patas monkey’   
 -yã ‘affair of’ dↄn’ɛɛyã ‘leadership’  
 -zĩ ‘in vicinity of’ kãmabogↄↄzĩ ‘Sabbath’  
 
1.0 Phonology 

 

1.1 Alphabet and diacritical symbols 

  
 Tones      ́      ̀
 Vowels  a, ã, e, ɛ, ɛ,̃ i, ĩ, ↄ, ↄ,̃ o, u, ũ  
 Consonants b, d, f, g, gb, h, k, kp, l, m, n, p, s, t, v, w, y, z, ’ 
 Syllabic nasal m, n 
 
Illustration of diacritic use 
 

ã   nasalisation   a  mid tone (unmarked) 
á   high tone ã ́  nasalisation with high tone 
à   low tone ã ̀  nasalisation with low tone  
ṇ ṃ ŋ̣ syllabic nasals Ṇ  variable syllabic nasal 

 
The period is not written under the syllabic nasals in the orthography. 
As with other Mande languages of Nigeria and Benin there are 7 oral vowels, 5 of 
which have a nasalised form: 
Vowels 
 i ĩ   u ũ 
 e    o 
 ɛ ɛ ̃ a ã ↄ ↄ ̃   
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There are 7 oral vowels /a, e, ɛ, a, ↄ, o, u/, of which 5 occur nasalised /ã, ɛ,̃ ĩ, 
ↄ,̃ ũ/. Nasalisation is indicated by the presence of a tilde over the vowel. It is not 
written after nasal consonants because in this position the nasalisation is weak and 
there is no contrast between nasal and oral vowels. Long vowels and vowel clusters 
have the nasalisation written on the first vowel and not on the second.  The affect of 
nasalisation continues through following adjacent vowels, except 'o' and 'e' which are 
never nasalised. NP final 'ũ' is pronounced as 'ŋ̣' and if followed by a vowel, the 
vowel is palatalised. 

Ex. /doũ/ [doŋ̣́]    ‘same’  /doũɛ/ [doŋ̣́yɛ]̀     ‘it is the same’ 
 
Consonants    
    Labial  Alevolar  Palatal    Velar Labio/velar  Glottal 
Plosives b  d     g    gb 

 p  t     k    kp      ‘ 
Fricatives    v  z   ʒ       h 

    f    s   ʃ 
Approximants w   l   y           
Nasals m   n   ɲ    ŋ 
The consonants /c, j, q, r, x/ are not found in Busa, but /c, r / are sometimes used in 
borrowings from Hausa. The common West African consonants /gb, kp/ occur. With 
some speakers due to palatisation /s, z/ become /ʃ, ʒ/ before front vowels. This is 
not written in the orthography. 
 
Syllabic nasal  
 ṃ ṇ  ɲ  ŋ̣ 
 
The syllabic nasal (Ṇ) is homorganic with the following consonant. It is written as 
/m/ before /p, b/, and as /n/ before all other consonants. In the phonetic 
representations in the dictionary the velar syllabic nasal is written as / ŋ̣ / and the 
palatal syllabic nasal as /ɲ ̣/. 
 
/n/ is used in the orthography to represent both the consonant /n/ and the syllabic 
nasal, the latter is sometimes marked by tone. The syllabic nasal /Ṇ/ is homorganic 
with the following consonant. It often occurs in compound words, either as a 2s or 
3p pronoun, or as the termination of the first word in a compound noun where the 
actor suffix /ṇa/ has elided to /ṇ/. 
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1.2 Phonological processes 

 
Utterance final /ũ, ĩ/ are pronounced as [ũŋ̣, ĩŋ̣]. 
 
The glottal stop is a regular Busa consonant, but it is not written word initially in the 
orthography. Medially it is represented by the apostrophe. Only pronouns and 
particles commence with a vowel. All other words which begin with a vowel in the 
orthography actually begin with a glottal stop. Ex. /ↄ/ [’ↄ] 'hand' 
 
Medial /d, t, l/ are flapped. /l, n/ are allophones of the same phoneme, but both are 
written to conform with the phonology of neighbouring languages. Their distribution 
is mutually exclusive as in the Boko/Busa languages, with /l/ being followed by oral 
vowels, while /n/ is followed by nasal vowels. 
 
All plosives and the approximants /y, w/ are nasalised to varying degrees when 
followed by nasal vowels, depending on the consonant and the speaker. /y/ is 
completely nasalised and is realised as [ɲ] before nasal vowels. It is written in the 
orthography as /y/ with a nasal vowel following. Prenasalisation of /w/ is heard 
with some speakers. /b, p, gb, kp/ are rather strongly postnasalised, while /d, t, g, 
k/ are strongly nasalised by some speakers. This pre and post nasalisation of 
consonants is not marked in writing Busa and for simplicity it is not marked in the 
phonetic representation of words in the dictionary. 
 
/gy, ky, gw, kw, sw/ are the only consonant clusters. 
 
When OBJ or POSS pronouns which begin with a vowel or a syllabic nasal [a, á, n, 
an] are preceded by a subject NP or pronouns, the vowels and syllabic nasals are 
separated by [y], but this is not written in the orthography.  
 
The East Mande languages, which are SOV, deal with this problem in different ways. 
In Boko/Bokobaru/Bisã the pronouns merge with each other without too much 
problem except when two syllabic nasals follow each other. In Boko for example [n 
+ n] is pronounced as [ñɔn] while [n + aà] is [ñaà]. In Busa /y/ has been 
introduced to separate them as seen in the following examples. They also occur after 
a NP. 
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PRF /ma ma/ ‘I my/ becomes /maa/, STAT /má ma/ becomes /máa/, and SBJ /mà 
ma/ becomes /màa/ 
Ex.  [ma da ya ‘è] ‘my mother saw him’ [à wá ‘é] ‘he saw us’ 
 [ma yaṇ ‘e] ‘I saw you (SG)’ [à yá ‘é] ‘he saw you (PL)’ 
 [ma ya ‘è] ‘I saw him’ [à yaṇ́ ‘é] ‘he saw them’ 
 
NPs are sometimes pronounced with final vowel length, even before demonstratives, 
the plural marker, the Complementizer, postpositions and when the NP is the OBJ of 
a compound verb. The length is not phonemic and is ignored. This never occurs in 
Boko and may result from Hausa influence. 
 
1.3  Tone 

 
There are three level tones in Busa and every vowel and syllabic nasal carries a 
lexical tone. Grammatical tone also occurs on pronouns and verbs. In the 
orthography the aim has been to write as less tone as possible, but enough to 
facilitate fluent reading and avoid ambiguity. This is reflected in the amount of tone 
written on the lexemes and sub-entries. Most written tones are on the first syllable, 
but tone on pronouns and verbs may be word medial. 
 
Written lexical tone 
1. Acute accent is used to represent high tone (H) and grave accent for low tone (L). 

Mid tone (M) is left unmarked. 
2. Lexical tone is written on monosyllabic H and L words if there is the possibility of 

ambiguity. 
3. Lexical tone is written on the first syllable of bisyllabic words that are HH and LL 

if there is the possibility of ambiguity. 
4. Tone is not written on polysyllabic words, even suffixed forms of words on which 

tone is normally written. 
5. Tone is written on all simple and compound pronouns that would be ambiguous 

without the tone. There are about 150 of these. 
 
Written grammatical tone.  
L is written on the first syllable of verb roots in PRF. 
 ǹ zĩkɛ ‘work’  n zĩkɛ ̀‘you worked’ 
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After OBJ pronouns the tone on the first syllable of a verb root follows the tone of 
the OBJ pronoun.  Ma ń é    ‘I saw them’ 
After SBJ pronouns the tone on the first syllable of an intranstive verb root follows 
the tone of the SBJ pronoun.  
Ex. ma gɛɛ  ‘I went’  wa pità ‘we descended’ 
 

Unstable H on verbs 
No floating tones or tone spread or down-step has been observed. However lexical H 
on verb roots becomes M when not supported by an adjacent H or pause. 
Ex. àdá lagatá    àdá lagatao 
 ‘he is trading’   ‘he is not trading’ 
  mɔ ́     mↄ ǹ bↄ 

‘come’     ‘come out’  
 
Unstable H on NPs 
H in the NP nucleus becomes M if preceded and followed by non-H.  
Ex.  sía ‘black’  zù sia  ‘black cow’ 

‘ɛz̀ɛ ́ ‘medicine’ ‘ɛz̀ɛde   ‘herbalist’ 
 
Common monosyllabic H nouns become M when followed by non-H within NP 
nucleus:  
 gbɛ ̃ ́ ‘person’ gbɛ ̃maa  ‘good person’ 

pɔ ́ ‘thing’  pɔ maa ‘good thing’ 
In these cases a preceding H does not stabilise the initial H of the NP. 
Ex. pɔ ́gbɛ ̃maa mɔ ̀ ‘when a good man came’ 
 
If an NP ending in H is followed by a non-H outside the NP nucleus, it remains H. 
Ex.  ’ítɔǹna  ‘water drawer’ ma zɔ ́è ‘I found honey’ 
 
The grammatical tone on the verb root in PRF and PROG 
The majority of verbs are nominal compounds in which one needs to distinguish 
between the verb root and its nominal OBJ. 
In PRF the tone on the first syllable of the verb root becomes L. If the tone on the 
first syllable of a disyllabic verb root is already L, then the tone on the second 
syllable becomes L. 
Ex. máa zĩkɛ  ‘I will work’ ma zĩkɛ ̀ ‘I worked’ 
 a pìtá  ‘he will descend’ à pìtà  ‘he descended’ 
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A reduplicated HH verb becomes HM in PROG, and LL in PRF.  
Likewise. a reduplicated MM verb becomes ML and LL. 

ańdá líli   ‘they are slicing it’ ań lìlì ‘they sliced it’ 
andá gbɛ ̃ńɔ dɛdɛ ̀‘they are killing people’ an gbɛ ̃ńↄ dɛd̀ɛ ̀  ‘they killed people’ 
 

Some compound verbs with the nominal ending in H take H in PRF:  
Ex. dasíkṹ  ‘increase nááíkɛ ́ ‘trust’   
 nísã ́ ‘sneeze’  ‘íkɛ ́ ‘taste’ 
 dɔḱɛ ́ ‘belittle’ ‘áúkɛ ́ ‘lend’ 
 sáábúkɛ ́ ‘thank’  sãńkɛ ́ ‘slap face’ 
 
1.4  Hausarisation 

 
The prestige language, Hausa, has brought some changes to Busa phonology. 
 
Elicited words are stated with length as they are in Hausa, whereas in Boko/Bisã no 
length is allowed. Even in spoken sentences nouns may be pronounced with extra 
length. This non-lexical length is not written. 
 
The consonants /c, j, q, r, x/ are not found in Illo-Busa, but /c, r / are sometimes 
used in borrowings from Hausa. With some speakers, due to palatalisation, /s, z/ 
become /ʃ, ʒ/ before front vowels. This is not written in the orthography. 
 
Hausa conjunctions are very popular. Conjunctions like /amaa/ ‘but’, and /sai/ 
‘then, until, only’ are borrowed, plus quite a few nouns. The Hausa NEG marker /ba/ 
has also been assimilated, but is only used with STAT verbs. 
 
2.0 Syntax 

 

2.1 Broad characteristics of Illo-Busa grammar 
 
• Basic word order is SOV: SUBJ – OBJ - Verb 
• Aspect markers follow the SUBJ 
• There is no case system  
• There are some noun classes based on count nouns 
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• Specific NP items are differentiated from non-specific items 
• There is no dual or gender system 
• Passive voice is expressed by using 3indef SUBJ pronouns 
• Syllables are open, but may close with a syllabic nasal 
• All grammatical categories have a three-way lexical tone contrast: H, M & L 
• Morphologically economic, the majority of words being mono-morphemic 
• There is a productive pattern of nominal compounding 
• Genitive precedes a governing noun. 
• Adjective follows noun and precedes other modifiers 
• Most adpositions are postpositions 
• Adverb follows predicate unless in focus 
• Mood markers are few and sentence final 
• There is logophoricity, but simpler than in Boko, being only found in indirect 
 quotations. 
 
2.2 Verbal sentences 

 
The canonical clause structure is SOV. An enlarged version is: 

 c – S – AUX – OBJ – verb – PP – adv – modal markers 
Apart from the end of sentence modal markers and tone marking on the verb all 
TAM marking occurs in AUX and in the following order:  

aspect markers – auxiliary verbs – SBJ mood markers 
Ex.  midi               yidi   mà         zĩkɛ-o   

1s.HAB.NEG  want  1s.SBJ  work-NEG 
‘I never want to work.’ 

 
The minimum information in AUX is zero in PRF which is marked by L on the verb 
root.  ma zĩkɛ ̀  ‘I  worked’  
 
A compound verb may include an OBJ, a PP or both. 

1. Adamu zĩ-kɛ-̀mɛa  2. Adamu   zĩ maa kɛ ̀      a  mae-nɛ 
     ‘Adam worked for me.’      ‘Adam did good work for his father.’ 

 
The OBJ and OBL NPs may be topicalised by front shifting and adding a focus 
marker. A PP will remain in the post verbal position. 

1. zĩ maa an           ma kɛ ̀  2. Adamu an      ma zĩkɛǹɛ  yá 
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‘It was good work I did’      ‘Was it Adam I worked for?’ 
 
2.3 Direct and indirect speech 
 
Direct and indirect speech are differentiated by the pronouns used. In direct speech 
an independent clause containing a speech verb is usually followed by the quotation 
introducer /à ’ò/ ‘he said’, followed by the quotation which may contain first and 
second person pronouns. 
 ì   wènɛ                 à ò     ǹ gɛ-mado   swa-di   pɔ ́     mà   imi 
 ‘He answered him saying go with me to river so that I may drink.’ 
 
If the quotation is indirect, the pronouns of the indirect quote relate to the SUBJ or 
OBJ of the quotation introducer. 

1. wà          òmɛɛ    mà gɛ kpaaka 2.  n       ò      nda         gɛ 
      ‘Someone told me to  go quickly.’      ‘You said you would go.’ 
 
If the quotation is in the third person, and pronouns in the quotation are 
coreferential to the SUBJ in the quotation introducer, they take the logophoric form. 
 

1. à           ò         à           gɛ-akũ-zo                 swa-di   pɔ ́        àkũ         imi 
3s.PRF say.PRF 3s.SBJ go-3s.OBJ.LOG-with river-to so.that 3s.SBJ.LOG drink 

        ‘He said he should go with him to river so that he might drink.’ 
 

2. ma        ò-nɛ                    à       mɔ     kṹ        a                gbɛ ̃-́nɔ-do 
1s.PRF say.PRF-3s.BEN 3s.SBJ come with 3s.POSS.LOG person-PL-COM 
‘I told him to come with his people.’ 

 
2.4 Interrogative sentences 
 
The interrogative word is usually clause initial and is followed by the SUBJ focus 
marker /mí/, followed by the end of sentence interrogative word marker /i/. If the 
interrogative word follows the Predicate, it is followed by the end of sentensce 
interrogative word marker /ni/. 
 
Interrogative words:  
 bɔ ́ ‘what’ bɔyãdi ‘why’ bɔɛzĩ ‘when’ 
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 ũkpa ‘how many’ dé ‘who’ kpete ‘which’ 
 lá/lábà/kpétebà ‘how’ má ‘where’ 
Ex. 1. má mí         n     bɔ-̀ì  3. bɔ-́ṇ̀           di 
     ‘Where did you come from?’                          ‘What-COP this?’ 

2. dé mí  ò      ǹ                   sã pì dɛ 4. n      gɛɛ̀ ̀    kṹ dé-do 
      ‘Who said 2s.SBJ should kill that sheep?’     ‘With whom did you go?’ 
End of sentence modality markers 
 -a question marker expressing belief 
 -ɛ ̀ clause focus/declarative mood marker pronounced /yɛ/ after /u, ũ/ 
 -ì/ni question marker after IW 
 -ṇ̀do negative copula question marker (is it not?) 
 -o  NEG 
 -ó question marker expressing surprise 
 -o dáá/déé   negative question expressing surprise (is it not?) 
 yá yes/no question marker 
 
2.5 Imperative 

 
Imperative sentences are independent sentences in SBJ mood. Hortative (first 
person) and Jussive (third person) also occur. 

1. (ǹ) gɛ ́  3.  mà gɛ ́  5.  à gɛ ́   
      ‘Go!’       ‘Let me go!’      ‘Let him go!’ 

2. à a gbɛ ̃  4. ǹ ma pɔ ́sí  6.  wà gɛ ́  
      ‘Hit him!’      ‘Take mine!’      ‘Let’s go!’ 
 

The negative form is called Prohibitive marked both by the modal verb /su/ ‘should, 
must’ in IMPRF and end of sentence NEG. 

1. Adamu su gɛ-o   2.  ǹ su dí kɛ-o 
      ‘Adam mustn’t go!’       ‘Never do it!’ 
 

Emphatic imperative is marked by the end of sentence particle /dì/.  
 ǹ gɛ ́dì!  ‘Go then!’ 

 
2.6 Subordination 
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Subordinate clauses are marked by clause initial subordinators or by SBJ mood. 
Unless they are incomplete sentences, subordinate clauses only occur with main 
clauses. Their construction is generally the same as for independent clauses, but the 
subordinator eliminates the possibility of front shifting. 

 
The complentizer (COMP) is /pɔ/́. This morpheme means ‘thing’, but is also used as 
the Relative pronoun (REL) and the conjunctions meaning ‘when’ and ‘so that’. As a 
complementizer, it is often omitted leaving the clauses coordinate. 

1. akũ       an        dɔ̃ ̀           sà     (pɔ)́    wa     huntu 
      then 3p.PRF know.PRF now  COMP 3p.LOG naked 
      ‘They then realised that they were naked.’ 
2. peke      ba    ku utɛna    pɔ ́         a          gi        bo-di        gupua-wa-o 
     nothing  NEG is hidden COMP 3s.IMPRF fail reveal-ADES light-DAT-NEG 
     ‘Nothing is hidden that will not be revealed.’ 
 

Coordinate clauses occur after modal verbs, mental process verbs and causal verbs. 
1. à            ò             akũ-dá         gɛ ́  
     3s.PRF say.PRF 3s.LOG-IMPRF  go 
     ‘He said he would go.’  
2. mádá     wa      má          gɔɔ-pia-kɛ-a-dò 
     1s.PROG see 1p.IMPRF day-two-do-2p.OBJ-COM 
     ‘I think I will  spend time with you.’ 
3. pɔ ́     pɔ ́  ma   yãdì         mà       kɛ-anɛ-n          di 
     thing REL  I decide.PRF 1p.SBJ do-2p.BEN-COP this  
     ‘This is what I decided to do for you.’ 

 
Causative contructions have no subordinator. 

i        i        le       à          mì-o 
3s.UNAC water find 3s.PRF drink.PRF-NEG 
‘He didn’t find water to drink.’ 

 
In time clauses /pɔ/́ means ‘when (past)’. In purpose clauses it means ‘so that’. 

1. pɔ ́        ma        n         kɔf̃ĩ       mà,       akũ vĩa    ma        kũ 
     when  3s.PRF 2s.POSS sound hear.PRF, then fear 1s.OBJ catch.PRF 
     ‘When I heard your sound, then I was afraid.’ 
2. à          gɛ ̀          pɔ ́        à         a    wa 
     3s.PRF go.PRF so that 3s.SBJ 3s.OBJ see 
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     ‘He went so that he might see him.’ 
 
Reason clauses are introduced by /asa/ ‘for’ or /zaapɔ/ ‘because’. 

à   dɔ̃ ̀      zaapɔ     à   a    wà   
 ‘He knew because he saw him.’ 

  
COND clauses are introduced by /tó/ ‘if’. 

Lua   dɔ ̃   tó    a           bè         á        wɛ ́   da      kɛ ̃ ́
God know if 2p.PRF eat.PRF 2p.POSS eye IMPRF tear 
‘God knows if you eat it, your eyes will be opened.’  

 
The REL /pɔ/́ may mean ‘that, who, which, where, when or why’.  REL clauses are 
usually imbedded in the NP, but if they are long they are fronted. 

gbɛ ̃ ́      pɔ ́   dì    pɔwɛna ɔgɔ   lafana    dã      wì               a      laalibo-ɛ 
person REL HAB grain money increase wait 3indef.HAB 3s.OBJ curse-CF 
‘One curses the person who waits for an increase in the price of grain.’ 

 
Temporal nouns /gɔɔ/ ‘day’ and /zi ̃/́ ‘time’, the locational noun /gu/ ‘place’ and the 
manner adverb /lá/ ‘how’ are relativised to create adverbial NPs. 

1. gɔɔ  pɔ ́      an        ku   gũ,      a           nɛ’igɔɔ          kà 
     day REL 3p.IMPRF be there 3s.POSS birthing-time arrive.PRF 
     ‘While  they were there, her delivery time arrived.’ 
2. wá-ba               gu   pɔ ́    à         bò           dɔ-̃o 
     1p.STAT-NEG place REL 3s.PRF exit.PRF know-NEG 
     ‘We don’t know where he came from.’ 
3. à              kɛ-mɛɛ     lapɔ    n         ò 
     3s.HORT do-1p.BEN how 2s.PRF say.PRF 
     ‘Let him do to me what you said.’ 
 

2.7 Conditional clauses 

 
COND clauses may be real in the sense that the proposition is highly probable. 
Future time clauses and open condition clauses are both marked by the subordinator 
/tó/ and PRF aspect. Unreal COND clauses are introduced by /tó/ and have two 
degrees of possibility; remote and counterfactual. 
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Open Conditional 
The subordinator followed by a clause in PRF means either ‘when (past)’ or an open 
COND ‘if’. The condition may be real or probable. 
Ex.     tó           a   mɔ,̀     maa  gɛ ́ ‘If/when he comes, I will go.’ 
          tó Lua wèdi, maa gɛ ́               ‘If God wills, I will go.’ 
 
The COND clause may be in UNAC or STAT aspect. 
 tó mi le ma gɛɛ̀o,…   ‘If I am not able to go, …’ 
 tó ń nitɛ, ….    ‘If you remain silent, ….’ 
 
If the main clause is in HAB aspect, the subordinator means ‘whenever’.: 
 tó               a           wobikɛ,̀              idí               le-o    

‘Whenever 2p.PRF make a request, 2p.HAB.NEG get it.’ 
Remote COND occurs when the COND clause is in IMPRF. 
Ex.     1.  tó má gyãa pì kɛ, maa gaɛ 
     ‘If I should get that sickness, I would die.’ 

2.  tó maa mɔ n bɛwa, maba dɔõ 
     ‘I don’t know if I will come to your house.’ 
Counterfactual COND occurs when the COND clause is followed by an apodosis 
introduced by the conditional marker /dà/ ‘in that case’. The protasis expresses a 
counterfactual condition, while the apodosis is factual and maybe in any aspect 
except SBJ. 

1. tó    ma       mà         yãa,      dà       ma        gɛɛ      gũ 
      if 1s.PRF hear.PRF before COND 1s.PRF go.PRF there 
      ‘If I had heard, I would have gone there.’ 

2. tó  gbɛ ̃ ́      pì-á        annabiɛ,         dà         i      kɛ  maka-o 
if person that-COP prophet-CF, COND 3s.UNAC do thus-NEG 

       ‘If that person is a prophet, he would not have done like that.’ 
 
2.8 Copular sentences 

A copula serves to link a SUBJ NP to a predicate. There are 6 copulas, each with 
variations in construction and they occur quite frequently. 

Presentative copula  -ṇ̀  Ingressive copula  gɔ ̃
Ascriptive copula  kɛ  Locational copula  kú 
Equational copula   dɛ … ũ Identity copula  -ɛ ̀
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The Presentative copula is non-verbal and is suffixed to a NP and maybe followed 
by an adverb.  

1. ba    Yusufu      ni-m-ba        dee   
     NEG Joseph child-COP-NEG interrogative   
     ‘Isn’t he Joseph’s son?’     
2. gɔɔ  sɛĩa-n nu    3.  maka-n-do       ba 
     day first-COP that one         thus-COP-NEG NEG 
     ‘That was the first day.’         ‘It is not like that.’ 
 

The Ascriptive copula /kɛ/ is verbal, which used intransitively means ‘to be’. 
1.   Lua    tò            ma        kɛ        fĩi     ũ   2.  yã́       pì     kɛ-̀mɛɛ           maa 

God cause.PRF 1s.PRF be.PRF barren ESS      affair that be-PRF-1s.BEN good 
‘God caused me to be barren.’          ‘That affair is acceptable to me.’ 
 

The Equational copula /dɛ … ũ/ is verbal and if followed by a NP, the NP is 
followed by the ESS postposition /ũ/. 

1. asa     a         dɛ  Dauda  bui ũ 
     for 3s.IMPRF COP David race ESS 
     ‘For he is David’s descendant.’ 
2. ndakũ                dɛ  laalipɔ  ũ    dɛ                  tibↄ-nɔ-la 

2s.IMPRF.CONT be cursed ESS COP domestic-animals-SUP 
     ‘You will be cursed more than the domestic animals.’ 

 
The Ingressive copula, or semi-copula, /gɔ ̃… ũ/ is verbal and occurs in all aspects. 
It normally has the ingressive meaning ‘become’, but may be ingressive continuative 
‘become and remain’, or continuative meaning ‘remain’. If followed by a NP, the NP 
is followed by the ESS postposition /ũ/. 

ì                  gɔ ̃̀          kã-gbãa-de      ũ 
3s.PRF become.PRF strong-spirited ESS 
‘He became strong spirited.’ 

 
The Locational copula /kú/ ‘to be (somewhere)’  is verbal and is most often 
followed by a locational adverb or an adverbial. 
1. nɔgɔña kũ    a          na-do    ku punsi      5.  zĩnali ku bùsu pì-ũ 
      man COM 3s.POSS wife-COM be naked         gold   be land that-INES 
      ‘Man and his wife were naked.’              ‘There was gold in that land.’ 
2. ń            ku      má-i          6.   ǹ-kũ             ku taalisai 
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      2s.STAT be where-interog     2s.SBJ-STAT be faultless 
      ‘Where are you?’                ‘Be faultless.’ 
3. pɔ ́         à        su        à-kũ         ku   gɔɔ-piki-o  
      so that 3s.SBJ must 3s.SBJ-STAT be day-all-NEG 
      ‘So that he won’t live forever.’ 
4. ma           i              da-kũ          ku-a-do       
      1s.POSS covenant IMPRF-STAT be-2p.OBJ-COM 
      ‘My covenant will be with you.’   
 
The Identity copula is identical to the clause focus marker /ɛ/̀. 

1. ãnua-ũ   yãa     piki bui mɛndo-ɛ  2.  ma           pɔ-ɛ 
     world-in before all race one-COP       1s.POSS thing-COP 

       ‘In all the world before there was one race.’      ‘It is mine’. 
 

2.9 Coordination 
 
There are two coordinators /mí/ ‘and’ which coordinates simultaneous actions or 
states, and /akù̃/ ‘then, so’ which indicates a time lapse and is often causal. 

1. ma        zikù̃      mí      ma      na     zikù̃     dɔ 
1s.PRF age.PRF and 1s.POSS wife age.PRF also 

      ‘I am old and my wife is old also.’ 
2. à           nɔsì             akũ     à         a        gi ̃ǹa   ùtɛ        ee   mↄ    sɔo 

3s.PRF conceive.PRF then 3s.PRF 3s.POSS self hide.PRF for month five 
‘She conceived then she hid herself for five months.’ 

 
Simultaneous action is expressed by parataxis with the second clause in PROG aspect. 
 akũ   an      dɔ ̀                kɔ-̃wa         anda    gɛ  
 then 3p.PRF follow.PRF REC-DAT 3p.PROG go.IMPRF 
 ‘Then they followed each other (and) they were going.’ 
 
Other coordinators include the adversative coordinator /’esɔ/̃ ‘but’ and the 
alternative coordinator /kó/  ‘or, whether’. 

1. kusu-nↄ  dasi,  esɔ ̃  i              ń          ke   gba      aafia-o 
      leper-PL many but 3s.UNAC 3p.POSS any give health-NEG 
      ‘There were many lepers, but he did not heal any of them.’ 

2. wà                 gbɛ ̃ ́     misi    yá        kó    wà                  a       dɛ-ɛ?   
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      3indef.HORT person rescue interrog or 3indef.HORT 3s.OBJ kill-CF 
      ‘Should one rescue a person or kill him?’ 
 
2.10 Negation 

 
NEG is generally expressed by the end of sentence NEG marker /o/, but it is also 
evidenced by some aspect markers; the UNAC marker /di/, and the STAT NEG 
marker /ba/. 

1. esɔ ̃        a-ba       yidi-o  
     but 3s.STAT-NEG want-NEG  
     ‘But he didn’t want it.’  
2. i            bulodi  so-o         i         inabi’i    mi-o 
     3s.UNAC bread eat-NEG 3s.UNAC wine drink-NEG 
     ‘He didn’t eat bread (and) he didn’t drink wine.’ 

 
Sentence level adverbials may follow the NEG marker: 

an            ò              wàa          pↄbe-o,      wàa                  imi-o           
3p.PRF say.PRF 3p.IMPRF-LOG eat-NEG 3p.IMPRF-LOG drink-NEG  
       ee     gↄↄ  pↄ ́      wà           a     dɛ ̀ 
       until day REL 3indef.PRF 3sOBJ kill 
‘They said they won’t eat (and) they won’t drink until they have killed him.’ 
 

Negation of sentence constituents 
A NP constituent, whether it be SUBJ, OBJ or OBL, can be negated by the NEG 
marker in conjunction with the specific determiner /ke/ ‘a specific, another’ which 
with NEG means ‘none, not any’. /ke/ is not like the indefinite article ‘a’ in English, 
it has a specific referent. The plural form is the specicific form /kenɔ,̀ see 4.3. 
                    positive                   negative 
gbɛ ̃ ́ person gbɛ ̃-́ke someone  nobody 
pɔ ́ thing pé-ke something  nothing 
yã ́ matter yã-́ke some matter/something no matter/nothing  
gu place gu-ke somewhere  nowhere 
 

1. gbɛ ̃-́ke      di           mɔ ̀            la-o           2.  gɔɔ-ke-wa          àa        mɔ     la 
        person-none UNAC come.PRF here-NEG        day-any-DAT 3s.IMPRF come here 
        ‘Nobody came here.’                  ‘One day he’ll come here.’ 
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To negate a SUBJ NP precede it with /i kɛ/ ‘it is not’, with clause final NEG. 

i              kɛ Adamu mí    mɔ ̀           la-o 
3s.UNAC be Adam   SF come.PRF here-NEG 
‘It was not Adam who came here.’ 
 

OBJs or adverbials can be negated after being front shifted. 
i              kɛ gbɛñɛsĩna   n          ɛkɛ-tò-o 
3s.UNAC  be  man      2s.PRF lie-PRF-NEG 
‘It was not man you lied to.’ 
 

Incomplete sentences consisting of an adverb or a NP may also negated by /i kɛ/. 
1. i             kɛ  wɛt̃ɛ     fɛɛ̃na-n-do   
     3s.UNAC be town small-COP-NEG 
     ‘It is not a small town.’  
2. i             kɛ  Ilo  la       a          do-o 

3s.UNAC be Illo here 3s.POSS alone-NEG 
     ‘It is not only here at Illo.’ 

 
Parataxis with NEG 
To negate a paratactic sentence in PRF, the first clause takes UNAC aspect while the 
second clause remains in PRF, with sentence final NEG. 

1. i             fɛtɛ    à         zĩkɛ-̀o                 
     3s.UNAC rise 3s.PRF work.PRF-NEG   
     ‘He didn’t get up and work.’             
2. wi           we   wa           mìkùtɛ-nnɛ-́o 
     1p.UNAC will 1p.PRF  submit.PRF-3pBEN-NEG 
     ‘We weren’t willing to submit to them.’  

 
2.11 Focus 

 
The clause focus marker (CF) is /-ɛ/̀. /fá/ is an areal word which occurs especially in 
clauses expressing counter-assertion and contradiction. /déé/ occurs after the NEG 
marker in counter-assertion clauses. 

1.  má-ba               dɔ-̃o          fá      2.  má-ba     dɔ-̃o          déé 
         1s.STAT-NEG  know-NEG really                 1s.STAT-NEG know-NEG interrog 
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          ‘I don’t really know.’           ‘Don’t I know?’ 
 

SUBJ NPs are normally clause initial. They are given added focus by adding the 
SUBJ focus marker (SF) /mí/.   

1. ì            o      a         zi  mí  maa                          
     3s.HAB say 2s.POSS old SF good        

        ‘He says the old is better.’ 
   2.   Lua mí     wá      utɛgu    kṹ      wá          gbãá-do 
         God SF 1p.POSS refuge COM 1p.POSS strength-COM 
         ‘God is our refuge and our strength.’ 
NPs and adverbials are front shifted for focus with optional OBJ focus marker (OF). 
 a           gĩna  bii     (an)     à        an     kɛ             a ũ 
 3s.POSS own image OF 3s.PRF 3p.OBJ make.PRF it ESS 
 ‘In his own image he made them.’ 
 
OBJ and OBL NPs may precede the SUBJ NP. 

1. zù   an  Adamu dɛ ̀  2.  Adamu an má yidì 
     cow OF Adam kill.PRF                Adam OF 1s.IMPRF 
     ‘It was a cow Adam killed.’          ‘It is Adam I love.’ 

 
Nominal postpositions are front-shifted with the OBL NP. 
 Pɔlu  yã      pì    ona    kpɛ    à       bulodi   sɛ ̀  
 Paul word this saying after 3s.PRF bread take.PRF 

‘After Paul said this he took some bread.’ 
 
Topicalisation 
A new topic may be introduced by the topicalizer (TOP)  /sɔ/̃ in a preposed phrase. 
This postpositiuon may mean ‘as for’, or ‘now’ or ‘it so happened that’.  

1. gbɛ ̃-́ke-nɔ            sɔ ̃     aá-dá        a     yáádɔ 
      person-other-PL TOP 3p.PROG 3s.OBJ laugh 
      ‘As for others, they were laughing at him.’ 

2. gɔɔ     pì   sɔ       Ibrahĩ    ba      ni     vĩ-o 
      time that TOP Abraham NEG child have-NEG 
 ‘Now at that time Abraham had no child.’ 
 
The topicaliser may follow a clause: 
 pɔ ́      n yìa   sɔ,̃                lapɔ     ń      yidi,    ńda          kɛ  kṹ         n         ɔgɔ-dò 
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 when 2s.PRF sell.PRF TOP how 2s.STAT want 2s.IMPRF do COM 2s.POSS money-COM 
 ‘Now when you sold it, whatever you wanted you could do with your money.’ 
 
The topicaliser follows TOP pronouns. 

wa           gɛ ̃        go’itɛpɔ-ũ,  ankũnɔ  sɔ ̃     an      sùka         bɛ 
1p.PRF enter.PRF boat-INES 3p.TOP TOP 3p.PRF return.PRF home 
‘We entered the boat, as for them they returned home.’ 
 

3.0 Noun Phrase Construction 
 
The NP may occur as the SUBJ, OBJ or OBL of a clause or as the complement of 
copular sentences. The simple NP consists of a nucleus with a noun as head and an 
optional periphery. Optional periphery items consist of an initial POSS pronoun and 
four layers after the nucleus: demonstrative, article, plural marker and relative 
clause. Structure of the NP: 

± POSS pronoun + [NP nucleus (noun ± adjective ± quantifier)  
± relative clause ± demonstrative ± article ± plural marker] 1-4  

 
Modification by POSS pronouns, adjectives, quantifiers and relative clauses is 
generally restrictive, being used to define the referent rather than to describe it, so 
the accumulation of modifiers is rare. 
 
Complex NPs may be Genitive NPs or Relative Clause NPs. After the initial POSS 
pronoun the nucleus complex may be repeated up to four times. 

1. à-kũ                 dɛ Lua  balika     bui  dona        yãkɛkɛn        maa-nɔ ũ 
      2p.SBJ-CONT   be God blessing kind different administrator good-PL ESS 

     ‘Be good administrators of God’s different kinds of blessing.’ 
2. gbɛ ̃ ́     pɔ ́    zɛna         á        ɛɛ        di  aafia    lè  
     person REL standing 2p.OBJ before this health find.PRF 
     ‘This person who is standing before you was healed.’ 
 

3.1 Monosyllabic NP items 

 
NP length and tone 
As mentioned in the Phonology nouns are often pronounced with non-phonemic 
vowel length which is not written. H monosyllabic NP items are unstable and 
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become M if not preceded or followed by H or pause. They may be nouns, adjectives 
or demonstratives. 
 
H NP items 
á ‘yam’ 
bɛ ́ ‘termite’ 
bú ‘field’ 
gbá  ‘leg 
gbɛ ̃ ́ ‘person’ 
gó ‘mortar’ 
í ‘water’ 
ká ‘crab’ 
kã ́ ‘hair’ 
kí ‘chief’ 
kpɛ ‘house’ 
kṹ ‘black plum’ 
kú ‘eagle’ 
kwã́ ‘crocodile’ 

kyó ‘reading’ 
lá ‘leaf’ 
lɛ ́ ‘mouth’ 
lí ‘tree’ 
nɛ ́ ‘child’ 
ní ‘nose’ 
ɔ ́ ‘cry’ 
pá ‘handle’ 
pɔ ́ ‘thing’  tↄ̃ ́ ‘fart’ 
sá ‘bow’ 
si ̃ ́ ‘groundnut’ 
sɔ̃ ́ ‘horse’ 
swá ‘ear’ 
tá ‘journey’ 

tɛ ́ ‘fire’ 
tɔ ́ ‘name’ 
u ‘mash’ 
vṹ ‘flower’ 
wá ‘bone’ 
wɛ ́ ‘eye’ 
wó  ‘small of back’ 
yã ́ ‘word’ 
yↄ̃ ́ ‘breast’ 
zã ́ ‘husband’ 
zɛ ́ ‘road’ 
zí ‘buttocks’ 
zi ̃ ́ ‘time’ 
zɔ ́ ‘bee’ 

 
M NP items  
bã ‘bird’  
bɛ ‘household’ 
da ‘mother’ 
dã ‘tree sp.’ 
de ‘father’  
fĩ ‘story’ 
fɔ ‘greeting’ 
fɔ ̃ ‘baobab’ 
gba ‘gift’  
gbɛ ̃ ‘dog’  
gbĩ ‘smell’  
gĩ ‘clay’  
gu ‘place’ 
kĩ ‘tendon’ 

ko ‘chicken’ 
kɔ ‘sausage tree’ 
kpa ‘suburb’  
kpɛ ‘back’  
kwa ‘grasshopper’ 
le ‘song’ 
lɛ ‘genitals’ 
lo ‘bottle’  
mↄ ‘moon’  
na ‘wife’ 
ni ‘need’ 
nɔ ‘woman’ 
ↄ ‘hand’  
pi ‘waist’ 

pɔ ‘liver’ 
sa ‘sacrifice’ 
sã ‘sheep’ 
se ‘waistband’ 
swa ‘river’ 
ta ‘dish’ 
te ‘animal foot’ 
vĩ ‘milk’ 
we ‘monkey’ 
wɛ ̃ ‘beer’ 
zã ‘bracelet’ 
zĩ ‘work’ 

     
L NP items 
bà ‘race’  bà ‘share’   bɔ ̀ ‘sore’  
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bè ‘goat’  
dɔ̃ ̀ ‘granary’ 
gã ̀ ‘camp, group’ 
gã ̀ ‘guinea fowl’ 
gbà ‘door’ 
gbã ̀ ‘aura’ 
gbɔ ̀ ‘bubal’  
gbɔ̃ ̀ ‘faeces’  
gbè ‘egg’ 
gbɛ ̀ ‘stone’ 
gbɛ ̃ ̀ ‘arse’ 
gɛ ̀ ‘corpse’  
gì ‘mat’  
gyã ‘sickness’ 

kà ‘arrow’   
kɔ ̀ ‘bud’ 
kɔ̃ ̀ ‘mongoose’ 
kpà ‘locust bean’ 
kpè ‘ocra’ 
kpɛ ̃ ̀ ‘rosewood’ 
kpɔ ̀ ‘fish’ 
kù ‘shea’  
lɛ ̀ ‘thorn’ 
mì ‘head’ 
mɔ ̀ ‘metal’  
nɔ ̀ ‘hunger’ 
pɛ ̀ ‘mat’ 
sà ‘cob’  

sɛ ̃ ̀ ‘grass’ 
sɔ̃ ̀ ‘heart’ 
tɛ ̃ ̀ ‘taboo’ 
tɔ̃ ̀ ‘penis’ 
wɛ ̀ ‘hole’ 
wɛ ̃ ̀ ‘year’ 
yɔ̃ ̀ ‘ember’ 
zà ‘fan palm’ 
zɛ ̀ ‘termite hill’ 
zɛ ̃ ̀ ‘vagina’ 
zi ̃ ̀ ‘war’ 
zɔ ̀ ‘slave’ 
zù ‘buffalo’ 

 
3.2 Compound nouns 

Noun-plus-noun compounds are very productive: 
qualifying nɔ-gbɛ ̃ ́ ‘woman’ (female-person) 

 lí-kpɛ ́  ‘tree-home’ (forest) 
material mↄ-bà  ‘chain’  (iron-rope) 

 bàzá-kpɛ ́ ‘tent’  (cloth-house) 
part-whole ↄ-nɛ ́  ‘finger’ (hand-child) 

 lɛ-́bà  ‘upper lip’ (mouth-rope) 
possession zɔ’́í  ‘honey’ (bee-water) 

 lùa-bɛ  ‘heaven’ (God-home)  
 
Noun plus adjective 

  gu-pua ‘light’ (place-white) gu-sia ‘darkness’ (place-black) 
 lɛ-dokũ ‘harmony’ (mouth-same)  swá-gbãá ‘stubbornness’  (ear-hard) 
 pɔ-nna ‘happiness’ (liver-sweet) pɔ-sia ‘sadness’ (liver-black) 
 
The proprietor suffix /de/ is suffixed to nouns and is very productive in forming 
nouns and adjectives. The abessive suffix /saide/ means ‘without’. 
balikade ‘blessed’ ɛkɛde ‘liar’  
bɛde  ‘householder’ undede ‘living’ 
naaide ‘faithful person’ naaisaide ‘unfaithful person’ 
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laasoode ‘thoughtful person’ laasoosaide ‘thoughtless person’ 
mide  ‘head person’ misaide ‘fool’ 
suude ‘patient’ suusaide ‘impatient’ 
taalide ‘transgressor’ taalisaide ‘innocent’ 
 
/de/and /sai/ may be suffixed to a NP:  
 nɛsɛdokũde ‘sincere person’ (stomach-same-owner)  
 nɛsɛnidɛde ‘even-tempered’ (stomach-cool-owner) 
 luanaaide ‘believer in God’ (God-faith-owner) 
 luanaaikɛnsaide    ‘unbeliever in God’ (God-believer-non-owner) 
 mↄsɔd̃e ‘cyclist’ (iron-horse-owner) 
 vĩagbãade ‘long-tailed’ (tail-long-owner) 
 minnade ‘fortunate person’ (head-sweet-owner) 
 swagbãade ‘stubborn’ (ear-hard-owner) 
 
Actor suffix /nna/ nouns are productive. The verb root has PRF tone. 
 kutɛpɛnna ‘flute player’ gĩnabusanna ‘humble person’ 
 ailenna ‘beneficiary’ li’anna ‘carpenter’ 
 gbadanna ‘giver’ pↄbenna ‘diner’ 
 gyãkɛnna ‘sick person’ nɔadɛnna ‘hungry person’ 
 sa’onna ‘priest’ gĩnapuiãkɛnna ‘selfish person’ 
 
If the compound verb contains an OBL pronoun, the actor suffix is /de/. 
 lɛdammade ‘counselor’ yãdadannɛde ‘teacher’ 
 ĩadammade ‘oppressor’ ikoyãdannɛde ‘lawgiver’ 
 ɔdammade ‘helper’ ɔñɔkɛnnɛde ‘deceiver’ 
Abstract marker /kɛ/ compounds are also productive: 
zɔk̃ɔk̃ɛ ‘greatness’ gbɛñɛsĩnkɛ ‘humanity’  
annabikɛ ‘prophecy’ faasaikɛ ‘stupidity’ 
maakɛ ‘goodness, beauty’ fↄvãikɛ ‘evil’ 
kusukɛ ‘leprosy’ futakɛ ‘insignificance’ 
gbãsĩkɛ ‘defilement’ gbãasaikɛ ‘weakness’ 
naaikɛ ‘faithfulness’ nibↄkɛ ‘sojourn’ 
 
Diminutives 
The diminutive marker is /ni/ ‘child’. 
benɛ ‘kid’ (goat-child) bookonɛ ‘student’ (school-child) 
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ɛtɛnɛ ‘trader’ (market-child) gbanɛ ‘toe’ (foot-child) 
gonɛ ‘pestle’ (mortar-child) konɛ ‘chick’ (chicken-child) 
kpɛkabɔnɛ ‘key’ (lock-child) ɔnɛ ‘finger’ (hand-child) 
sãnɛ ‘lamb’ (sheep-child) gyãgbenɛ ‘microbe’ (sickness-egg-child) 
 
Participles 
Participles may be attributive and or predicative. The participle marker is /nà/, the 
verb root retaining its lexical tone. Following are examples of attributive participles. 

dɔña ‘knowledge pↄbena food 
bↄkɛtɛkɛna ‘explanation’ ãamana ‘pain’ 
ɔɔdɔna ‘mourning’ gbasɛna ‘footstep’ 
bɔtɔbona ‘shoot’ nɛ’ina ‘childbirth’ 
daakɛna ‘crime’ datɛna ‘beginning’ 
 

If the compound verb contains an OBL pronoun, the participle marker is often 
omitted when forming an abstract noun: 
 lɛdamma ‘counsel’ yãdadannɛ ‘teaching’ 
 ĩadamma ‘punishment’ ‘ɔñɔkɛnnɛ ‘deception’ 
 ɔdamma ‘help’ gbãamɔnnɛ ‘oppression 
 
If the emphasis is on the action rather than an abstract state, the participle marker is 
suffixed before the pronoun. 
 lɛdanamma ‘counselling people’ yãdadanannɛ ‘teaching people’ 
 
3.3 Specificity 

 
Although Illo-Busa shows evidence of specificity with proper nouns, pronouns and 
kinship terms, there is no distinctive NP tone as in Boko where non-specific NPs 
ending in lexical low tone end in a semi-low tone. Busa has only 3 tones. Evidence of 
specificity is as follows: 

 
L plural marker after kinship terms, proper names and the pronouns. 
 ma vĩina-nↄ ̀ ‘my older siblings’ Saidu-nↄ ̀ ‘Saidu and company’ 
 peke-nↄ ̀ ‘certain things’  wáákù̃nↄ ̀ ‘we (TOP)’ 
 
Kinship terms which take the specific plural marker are: 
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 da ‘mother  dakɔñɔ ‘other people’ 
 dazi ‘grandmother’  dé ‘who’ 
 de ‘father’ dezi ‘grandfather, ancestor’ 
 mae ‘father, respected older man’  
But not: 
 dakũna ‘younger sibling’  vĩna ‘older sibling’ 
 
3.4  Adjectives 
 
Simple adjectives  
Canonical adjectives are typically bisyllabic and may be both attributive or 
predicative. 
 
There are various adjective suffixes as illustrated by /fĩɔũ/ ‘small, little’. 
 fĩɔũ ‘too small/narrow’ fĩɔũfĩɔũ ‘little by little’ 
 fĩɔnkonɔ ‘very small’ fĩɔmpiinɔ ‘very small’ 
 fĩɔna ‘small one’ 
 
The /-ṹ/ and /-nkonɔ/ and /-mpiinɔ/ forms are predicative and express ‘very much’ 
and ‘too much’. The /-na/ form is  nominal. The reduplicated form is adverbial. See 
the dictionary for tones. 
Ex. utiina  ‘tiny one’ utiinnↄ   ‘very tiny’ utiiũ  ‘too tiny’ 
 sikosi ‘shrivelled’ sikosinnↄ  ‘very shrivelled’ sikosiũ ‘too shrivelled’ 
 
 
 
The colours have various forms: 
 suffix attributive predicative 
 tɛ ̃(́na)   ‘red’ tɛ ̃á  tɛ ̃ɛ́ ́
 pú(na)  ‘white’ púa púú 
 si(sina)   ‘black, dark’ sía síí 
 
Busa has a rich supply of over 100 simple adjectives: 
Ex. bɛɛ̀ ‘valuable’  bɛ ̃ɛ́ ́ ‘alive’    
 bɛ ̃ɛ̀ ̀ ‘bad’ bógu ‘blue’ 
 bɔt̀ɔ ̀ ‘young’ busɛ ̀ ‘soft, calm’  
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 búsú ‘raw’ bṹú ‘whole’  
 dàsí ‘many’ dufú ‘new’  
 gbãá ‘strong, hard’ gbãá ‘tall, long’ 
 
Compound adjectives 
These adjectives are attributive only and are marked in the dictionary as aadj. 
Adjectives from participles: 
 asana ‘fried’ basina ‘running’ 
 disana ‘cooked’ ɛna ‘broken’ 
 fɛf̃ɛña ‘skinny’ imina ‘withered 
 kokona ‘crooked’ kpatɛna ‘settled’ 
 kukuna ‘cooked’ mɔmɔna ‘oral’ 
 sɔtɔbona ‘castrated 
 
/disana/ can be interpreted as present participle meaning ‘boiling’, but a timeless 
state ‘boiled, cooked’ is the norm. 
 
Compound adjectives include participles and nouns suffixed by the proprietor suffix 
/de/.  These are very productive, forming attributive adjectives. 
Ex.  ɛkɛde ‘false, lying’ kɔf̃ĩde ‘noisy’   
 aide ‘profitable’ daamade ‘better’  
 bɛɛnade ‘precious, valuable’ aafiade ‘peaceable’ 
 dadokũde ‘of the same mother’ 
 
Ordinal numerals are attributive adjectives formed by suffixing /de/ to numerals. 
Ex. piade ‘second’ aakɔd̃e ‘third’  
 siikɔd̃e ‘fourth’ sↄode ‘fifth’  
 
A less productive means of adjectival formation is via the actor suffix /nna/ 
Ex. ni’inna ‘fruit-bearing’ (tree) zĩkɛnna ‘labouring’ (oxen) 
  
Demonstratives and determiners 
There are no articles. There are four deictic positions: 
 /didi/ ‘this here (in hand)’     /di/ ‘this’      /die/ ‘that’  /diedie/ ‘yonder’ 
 
There are corresponding demonstrative pronouns:  
/didi/ ‘this one here’, /di/ ‘this one’, /die/ ‘that one’. 
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/bee/ is also used with the meaning of either ‘this’ or ‘that’ 
 
/pì/ is the frequently used anaphoric determiner meaning ‘the aforementioned’. If 
not already mentioned in the context, both the speaker and hearer know which 
specific item is referred to. 
 
The specific determiner /ke/ means ‘a certain, a particular, another’. With NEG it 
means ‘none’. It is not an indefinite article like the English word ‘a’. 
Ex.  ma gbɛ ̃ ́pì è ‘I saw that person  mi gbɛk̃e eo  ‘I didn’t see anybody’ 
 mi a ke eo ‘I didn’t see any’ a kenɔ lɛt̀ɛ        ‘some of it fell down’ 
 mala’ika ke bò à mɔẁà ‘a certain angel appeared to him’ 
 
 
3.5  Personal pronouns 

There are many pronouns including simple, compound and fused forms. Personal 
pronouns may be fused with clitic postpositions. SUBJ pronouns may be fused with 
aspect markers. OBJ pronouns are suffixed to the verb when followed by or fused to 
a clitic postposition. 

1. à              yi-ma-di   3.  à            kpà-mmá 
     3s.STAT love-1s.ADES        3s.PRF give.PRF-3p.DAT 
     ‘He loves me.’          'He gave it to them.’ 

2. maa        gɛ       da-di-lɛ   4.  à            yã’ò-mɛa 
     1s.IMPRF go meet-PURP-ALL       3s.PRF speak.PRF-1s.BEN 
       ‘I will go to meet him.’        'He spoke to me.' 
 
Personal pronouns 
 

 1s 2s 3s 3s Log 1p 2p 3p 
OBJ ma n a akũ wá á ń 
POSS ma n a akũ wá á an 
OBL -ma -n ø -akũ -wa -a -ń 
BEN -mɛa -nnɛ -nɛ -akũnɛ -wɛã -anɛ -ńnɛ 
DAT -ma -mma -wa -akũwa -wá -awa -ḿma 
ADES -madi -ndi -di -akũdi -wadi -adi -ńdi 
ALL -malɛ -nlɛ -lɛ -akũlɛ -walɛ -alɛ -ńlɛ 
INES -maũ -ũ -ù̃ -akũu -waũ -aũ -ṹ 
SUP -mala -nla -la -akũla -wala -ala -ńla 
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TOP maakũ mↄkↄñ àkũ akũ waakũnↄ aakũnↄ ankũnↄ 
COM -mado -ndo -do -akũdo -wado -ado -ńdo 
Exclusive POSS pronouns plus /do/ for SG, /tɛɛ̃/ for PL 
Reflexive POSS pronoun plus /gĩna/ 
SF Use TOP pronouns plus mí 
APPO Use TOP or OBJ pronouns 

 
The 3inan OBJ pronoun and the 3s OBL pronoun are unexpressed. 
Comitative prouns may be prefixed by /kɔã/ ‘together’, /kɔãmado/ etc. 
 
The tone on a PRF iv follows the tone of the preceding SUBJ pronoun, except that L 
always follows third person pronouns: 
Ex. ma bo  ‘I went out’ wa bo   ‘we went out’ 
 n bo   ‘you (SG) went out’ a bo   ‘you (PL) went out’ 
 à bò   ‘he/she/it went out’ an bò  ‘they went out’ 
 
The first tone of transitive verbs follows the tone of preceding  OBJ pronouns: 
Ex. à ma e   ‘he saw me’ n wa e   ‘you (SG) saw us’ 
 ma n e   ‘I saw you (SG)’ ma á é   ‘I saw you (Pl)’ 
 ma a è   ‘I saw him’ ma ń é   ‘I saw them’ 
 
3.6  Numerals 

Numbers go in cycles of five and twenty, probably reflecting the number of digits on 
hands and feet, twenty per person. 

1 do 6 soodo 11 kwi wɛɛdo 16 gɛõ wɛɛdo  
2 pia 7 soopia 12 kwi wɛɛpia 17 gɛõ wɛɛpia 
3 aakↄ ̃ 8 swaakↄ ̃ 13 kwi wɛɛ’aakↄ ̃ 18 gɛõ wɛɛ’aakↄ ̃
4 shiikↄ ̃ 9 kĩndokwi 14 gɛõ mɛndosai 19 bao mɛndosai 
5 sↄo 10 kwi 15 gɛõ 20 bao 
25 baasↄo 30 baakwi 40 bapia 50 bapiakwi 
60 baakↄ ̃ 80 basiikↄ ̃ 100 basↄↄ 200 oaa do 

 
 
5 = 5+1, 7 = 5+2, 8 = 5+3, 9 = 10 with one torn away 
11 = 10 + one unit (wɛɛ from wɛ ́‘seed’), 14 = 15 -1 
25 = 20 (bao becomes baa)+5, 30 = 20+10 
40 = 20 (bao becomes ba) x 2, 60 = 20 x 3, 100 = 20 x 5 
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Ordinal numbers are formd by suffixing the proprietor suffix /de/. 
Reduplication of a number is distributive; two by two, in twos, by twos etc. 
 
Count nouns 
It is rare for nouns to be quantified without a count noun.  
The count noun for people is [gbɛ ̃ṇ̀́], for animals and things it is [mɛṇ̀̀]. 
The names of containers and other measures are used as count nouns.  
Ex.  /sakili/ ‘sack’, /pɛñ/ ‘calabash’, /ta/ ‘plate’ 
Time nouns double as count nouns: 
Ex.  /au, gↄↄ, mↄ, wɛ̃/̀ ‘hour, day, month, year’ 
Other common count nouns are: /naila/ ‘naira’ /gɛñ/ ’times’ , times, /lɛɛ/ ‘group’. 
 
4.0 Verb phrase construction 
As in other Mande family languages, the sentence structure is SUBJ-OBJ-Verb (SOV). 
Here is a larger version for Illo-Busa: 

       c-S-AUX-OBJ-verb-PP-adv-modal markers 
The SUBJ may be preceded by a conjunction and is followed by Auxiliary, OBJ, 
verb, Postpositional Phrase, adverbials and modal markers. Apart from the modal 
markers and verb tone, all aspect marking occurs in the Auxiliary. 
Many verb roots can be reduplicated to express repeated action. 
Many verbs function both transitively and intransitively. See 5.6 Labile verbs. 
 
4.1 Verbal morphology 

In Busa there is a closed class of simple lexical verbs, leaving it to the compound 
verbs to receive new members. There are less than 200 verb roots, half of which are 
monosyllabic, and up to 200 derivations or duplications. They are very versatile. 
Most of them function both transitively and intransitively and many of them form 
compounds with nominal OBJs, postpositions or a combination of both. There are 
inflectional tone changes on the verb root in some aspects and a participle form of 
the verb with the suffix /nà/. Voice and mood as a constituent of the verb structure 
do not exist. 
 
Intransitive participles function as predicative adjectives and secondary predicates.  

1. a            wutɛna     3.  yã́       pɔ ́   utɛna-nɔ dɛ Lua yã ́     ũ 
          3s.STAT prostrate                   word REL hidden-PL be God affair ESS 
 ‘He is lying down’                   ‘Things that are hidden belong to God.’ 
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2. di     à         kifĩɔna wà    lokona   4.  à            kà            nɛ’ina 
          then 3s.PRF rabbit see.PRF hanging    3s.PRF arrive.PRF birthing 
 ‘Then he saw rabbit suspended.’        ‘She was about to give birth.’ 
 
The participle expresses a state while other aspects are dynamic. 
Ex. Adamu dɔna ɛɛ  Adamu da dɔ ɛɛ 
 ‘Adam is ahead’  ‘Adam will lead’ 
 
When two participles follow each other, as in a heading, the first participle loses its 
final /a/.   
Ex.  malaika bon mɔna annabi-wa  

     ‘An angel appearing to a prophet.’ 
 

4.2 Monosyllabic verbs 

Monosyllabic verbs may have either H or M lexical tone, but the tone is variable due 
to both grammatical tone and tone instability. Monosyllabic verbs in PRF are L, 
except in the case where they follow H or M OBJ pronouns. Instability of 
monosyllabic verb tone is lexical. Lexically H verbs becomes M if not supported by a 
preceding high tone. 
 
Lexically H monosyllabic verbs 
a ‘carve’  
dã ‘wait’ 
ɛ ‘break’ 
fã ‘sprinkle’ 
fɛ ̃ ‘rage’ 
fĩ ‘swarm’  
fɔ ̃ ‘able’  
fɔ ̃ ‘pierce’  
ga ‘pull’  
gbã ‘grow’ 
gɛ ‘go’ 
gí ‘continue’ 
ka ‘pour’  
kã ‘tighten’ 
kɛ ̃ ‘write’ 

kɔ ̃ ‘multiply’  
kpa ‘give’ 
ku ‘exist’  
kũ ‘catch’  
kwɛ ‘fall’  
lↄ ‘crush’  
la ‘ask’ 
lɛ ‘strike’  
li ‘cut’ 
lu ‘buy’  
ma ‘rub’ 
mↄ ‘swallow’  
mɔ ‘come’  
pa ‘hit’  
pɛ ‘blow’  

pɛ ‘perch’  
pi ‘wash’ 
sɛ ‘take’  
si ‘receive’  
so ‘chew’ 
ta ‘depart’  
tã ‘weave’   
tɛ ́ ‘follow’ 
tɛ ̃ ‘refuse’ 
to ‘allow’ 
tɔ ̃ ‘sow’ 
vũ ‘blow’  
wa ‘wipe’  
wi ‘shatter’ 
ya ‘chase’  
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yɔ ̃ ‘dig’  zĩ ‘send’
 
Lexically M monosyllabic verbs 
ba ‘brew’  
ba ‘plant’  
be ‘eat’ 
bɛ ‘walk’ 
bo ‘go out’ 
bo ‘build’ 
da ‘put’ 
dã ‘dip’ 
dɛ ‘kill’ 
di ‘put down’  
dↄ ‘build’ 
dɔ ̃ ‘know’ 
e ‘see’ 
ɛ ̃ ‘avoid’ 
fɛ ‘fly’ 
fu ‘float’ 
fu ‘fail’ 
ga ‘die’ 
gba ‘give (gift)’  

gbɛ ̃ ‘thresh’ 
gɛ ̃ ‘enter’ 
go ‘remove’ 
gɔ ̃ ‘become’ 
gwa ‘look at’ 
i ‘harden’ 
kɛ ‘do’ 
le ‘find’ 
li ‘spread’ 
ma ‘hear’ 
mi ‘drink’ 
na ‘place’ 
nɛ ‘defeat’ 
ni ‘sink’ 
o ‘speak’ 
pa ‘fill’ 
pɛ ‘choose’ 
pu ‘clean’ 
sↄ ‘hollow’ 

sↄ ̃ ‘move’ 
su ‘return’ 
su ‘must’ 
ta ‘close’ 
tɔ ‘fetch’ 
vã ‘rot’ 
vĩ ‘have’ 
vĩ ‘jump’ 
vũ ‘wake’ 
we ‘breathe’ 
wɛ ‘seek’ 
wɛ ̃ ‘convince’ 
wo ‘extract’ 
yi ‘tie’ 
yo ‘drain’ 
zã ‘miss’ 
zɛ ‘stand’ 
zↄ ̃ ‘chop’ 
zu ‘throw’ 

 
4.3 Bisyllabic verb roots 

 
The following tone patterns occur. The lexical tone is followed by the tone in PRF. 
HH/LH       Mainly -tɛ verbs 
fãtɛ ‘spread to dry’ 
gatɛ ‘drag’ 
katɛ ‘establish’ 
kɔtɛ ‘spill’ 

kpatɛ ‘sink’ 
kutɛ ‘bow’ 
laka ‘finish’ 
lɛtɛ ‘fall’ 

pãtɛ ̃ ‘drop’ 
pɛtɛ ‘erect’ 
pitɛ ‘flash’ 
wutɛ ‘lie down’ 

   
HM/LL Reduplicated verbs 
fɔf̃ɔ ̃ ‘pierce’ 
kaka ‘swell’ 

lala ‘question’ 
sisi ‘call’ 

sɔs̃ↄ ̃ ‘insult’ 
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MH/LH -tɛ, -sa verbs 
‘asa ‘fry’  
butɛ ‘sprout’  
datɛ ‘begin’ 
disa ‘cook’  
fɛtɛ ‘rise’  

gɛt̃ɛ ‘pass by’ 
litɛ ‘turn’  
matɛ ‘wave’  
natɛ ‘suppress’ 
sitɛ ‘lower’  

utɛ ‘hide’  
vĩtɛ ‘bury’ 
wɛtɛ ‘search’ 

 
MM/ML  MM/LM 
‘igo  ‘burp’ labo ‘decrease’ 
lafa   ‘increase’ 
 
ML/LL Reduplicated verbs 
didi ‘stack’  
dↄdↄ ‘point’  

gaga ‘die’  
kɛkɛ ‘harvest’  

lili ‘fly’  
nana ‘dream’

  
LH/LL 
gboo ‘fall down’ 
koko ‘roll up’ 
kpasa  ‘tire’ 
lika ‘stir’  
nai ‘sew’ 

paa ‘split’ 
pita ‘decend’ 
poto ‘loosen’ 
pũtã ‘burst’ 
sɔtɔ ‘insert’ 

waa ‘sweep’ 
wee ‘relax’  
woto ‘uproot’  
yaka ‘spoil’  

 
LM/LL  
bua ‘cross over ‘ 
dada ‘teach’ 
dɛdɛ ‘climb’ 

kua ‘miss’  
lili ‘turn over’ 
nↄnↄ ‘stretch’ 

pipi ‘hatch’ 
yɔɔ ‘polish’

 
4.4 Compound verbs 

The SOV sentence lends itself to noun+verb root compounds. There are fewer than 
200 Kyanga verb roots, but there are many compound verbs that are included in the 
dictionary and are written as one word. 

compound verb=± n + vr ± (NP + pp) 
A compound verb consists of a generic noun followed by a verb root followed by an 
optional postpositional phrase. The generic noun and the postposition are integral 
parts of the compound verb. The verb root is often a light verb with little meaning in 
itself; the meaning of the compound verb being determined more by the generic 
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noun and postposition. Most of these compounds are intransitive verbs, one of the 
reasons why they are written as one word. 
 tↄkↄna-'o  ‘cough’ yã-‘o ...ni ‘speak to’ 
 yi ...di   ‘want, love’ kpa ...wa ‘give to’ 
 vĩa-ka …di   ‘frighten’  tubi-be …wa  ‘inherit from’ 
 
Obviously not all compound verbs can be interpreted as intransitive, but those that 
are interpreted as semantically intransitive are written as one word so that they will 
also be structually intransitive. In Busa the following guidelines are used to 
determine what compounds should be written as one word: 

1. Verbs where incorporation of the nominal is evident through morphological 
or tonological change. The verb roots of the following verbs have H. 
Ex.  sáábú-kpá ‘thank’  nááí-kɛ ́‘trust’ músé-kɛ ́‘be ruined’ 

             dàsí-kṹ  ‘accumulate’    gɛ ̃ḿ-bútɛ ́  ‘stumble’ 
 

2. Verbs where the nominal is not a free form. Ex. au-kɛ ‘lend, borrow’ 
3. Compounds with nominals that are generic body parts. Body parts are 

normally possessed in Busa (inalienable possession), but when forming 
compound verbs, the unpossessed generic form is used. The compound is 
typically intransitive, expressing an internal bodily process. 
Ex. verb roots compounded with the following body parts: gba, kua, lɛ, mɛ, 
mi, nɛsɛ, ni, ɔ, pɔ, sɔ,̃ swa, tɔ,̃ yɔ ̃(See dictionary entries.) 

4. An extension of compounds formed with body part nominals are verbs that 
express bodily functions, mental processes etc. 

  asaa-bo   ‘urinate’  gbãa-ka …nɛ   ‘encourage’   
 gbãa-mɔ …nɛ  ‘oppress’ gbãa-be …wa   ‘rule over’ 
 gbãa-le   ‘get strong’ gbasi-kpa   ‘get dirty’  
 gbɔ-̃pa   ‘defecate’ gĩ-kpa   ‘smell’ 
 laasoo-kɛ   ‘think’ le-si   ‘sing’ 
 ni-dɛ   ‘desire’ pɔnna-kɛ   ‘be happy’ 
 wobi-kɛ …wa   ‘pray to’ yã-ma …wa   ‘listen to’ 
5. Compounds with the verb root /’o/ that expresses corporeal functions. 
6. Compounds with the verb root /kũ/, the ingressive copula. 

 
NB The nominal in some cases can be front shifted and in others it can be modified, 
resulting in the compound becoming transitive. 
An example sentence like /ma n yã mà/ can be interpreted in two ways.  
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 ma n yãmà  ‘I heard/obeyed you’ 
or: ma n yã mà ‘I heard/obeyed your word’ 
 
If the the nominal is modified in any way then it is written separately. 
Further compounding of these compound verbs is very productive. 
Ex. ‘i-mi ‘drink’ (water-drink) 
 ‘imibɔ ‘cup’ -bɔ is the instrumental suffix 
 ‘imimi ‘wither’ /imi/ is the OBJ of the verb /mi/ 
 ‘imina ‘drink’ /nà/ is the partciple marker 
 ‘imikĩi ‘drinking place, trough’ /kĩi/ is a locative suffix 
 ‘iminna ‘drinker’ /nna/ is the actor suffix  

nɛ’i ‘give birth (iv)’ nɛ’igɔɔ ‘birthday (n/adv)’ 
nɛ’inna ‘fruit bearing (aadj)’ nɛ’inà  ‘childbirth (n)’ 
nɛ’isai ‘childless/fruitless (aadj)’ nɛ’i’ãa ‘birth pains (n)’ 

 
Some compounds verbs are transitive: 

àa a nɛ ́zu-'o tia ‘she will now bathe her child’ 
wa Lua naai-kɛ ́  ‘we believed in God’ 
à ma atafii-kɛ ̀ ‘he mocked me’ 

 ma mɔko pì au-kɛ ́ ‘I borrowed that axe’ 
 ma nɔgbɛ ̃bĩi-kɛ ̀ ‘I desired a woman’ 

 
4.5 Clitic postpositions 

There are seven clitic postpositions that are suffixed to OBJ pronouns and NPs. 
The meaning may be genitive or ablative. 

  Genitive Ablative 
 ADES  -di  ‘near, around, after, to’ ‘against’ 
 BEN -nɛ ‘for, on behalf of’ ‘from’ 
 COM -do ‘with’ ‘from’ 
 DAT -wa  ‘on’ ‘off’ 
 INES –ũ ‘in, into’ ‘from’ 
 ALL -lɛ ‘to’ 

 SUP -la ‘over, more than’ 
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The tone on /di, nɛ, wa/ is variable: After an OBJ pronoun the tone on the 
postposition will follow that of the pronoun. After H nouns the tone on these 
postpositions is H, otherwise L.  

ma ò Bíɔńɛ ́ ‘I told Bio’   má yi bíádí  ‘I like beans’  
 
Each postposition has a range of meaning which is determined by inherent syntactic 
features of the governing verb. The general meaning of /lɛ/́ is elusive as evidenced 
by the following compounds, but has been interpreted as ALL. 
 da …lɛ ‘meet’ ta …lɛ ‘wait for, close up’ 
 dɔ …lɛ ‘help’ wɛsi …lɛ ‘see face to face’ 
  
Other postpositions are nominal. See 7.3 
Ex. ãa ‘before’  baasi     ‘apart from’  gbu    ‘underneath’ 

ɛɛ ‘in front of  guaũ    ‘among’  sɛɛ ‘beside’ 
musu ‘above’  sabadi    ‘through’  yãdi ‘reason’ 
 

In the orthography clitic postpositions and preceding OBJ pronouns are both 
suffixed to the verb because the postposition is often an integral part of a compound 
verb. The 3s OBL pronoun is a zero morpheme. 
Ex.  à yi-ma-di  ‘he loves me.’  

 má da-lɛ ́ ‘I will meet him.’ 
 a gbãa dà-ma-la 'he is stronger than me.'  
 à gɛɛ̀-ma-dò ‘he went with me’ 
 à gɛ ̃-̀ma-ũ ‘it entered me’ 

 
The BEN and DAT markers are fused to the OBJ pronouns: 
 

 1s 2s 3s 3sLog 1p 2p 3p 
BEN -mɛa -nnɛ -nɛ -akũnɛ -wɛã -anɛ -ńnɛ 
DAT -ma -mma -wa -akũwa -wá -awa -ḿma 

 
Ex. à yã’ò-mɛa 'he spoke to me.' 

 à ↄkã-̀ma ‘he touched me’ 
 
4.6 Labile verbs 
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Most of the verb roots are labile, they function intransitively or transitively with 
some variation in meaning. In the following list of verbs, general meanings for 
intransitive and transitive forms are given. 

Verb Intransitive Transitive 
da ‘meet, cover’ ‘put on, appoint’ 
di ‘rest on’ ‘put down, order’ 
fa ‘fill, fulfilled’ ‘fill’ 
fãakã ‘scatter’ ‘scatter’  
fɛtɛ ‘rise, ascend’ ‘raise’ 
fi ̃ ́ ‘swarm’ ‘steer, twist’ 
fɔ ̃ ‘able, can’ ‘support, put up with’ 
gátɛ ‘stretch’ ‘drag, pull’ 
gboo ‘collapse’ ‘break down ; demolish’ 
ká ‘arrive, reach’ ‘pour’ 
kã ‘satiseied’ ‘tighten’ 
kaatɛ ́ ‘spoil, be ruined’ ‘spoil, ruin, destroy’ 
kɛ ‘be’ (copula) ‘do, make’ 
kɛ ̃ ‘separate from’ ‘tear, write’ 
kpa ‘forfeit, hinder’ ‘give, install’ 
kpatɛ ‘sink’ ‘spread’ 
kũ ‘befit, appropriate’ ‘catch, grab, keep, infect’ 
kútɛ ́ ‘bend down’ ‘cover’ 
litɛ ́ ‘turn around’ ‘alter, change’ 
ma ‘ripe, cooked’ ‘hear, understand, feel’ 
na kɔw̃a ‘joined’ ‘join together’ 
natɛ ‘bend down’ ‘suppress’ 
pita ‘descend, come down’ ‘lower, unload’ 
pũtã ‘burst, explode’ ‘burst, explode’ 
sãsã ‘go astray’ ‘lead astray’ 
si ‘accept’ ‘receive, take, carry’ 
ta ‘close up on ; stop up’ ‘close, shut’ 
tɔ ̃ ‘drip’ ‘sow, plant’ 
‘utɛ ‘hide’ ‘hide’ 
wi ‘break, shatter’ ‘shatter, break down’ 
wutɛ ‘lie down’ ‘lay down’ 
zĩtɛ ‘sit down, settle’ ‘make sit, settle’ 
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4.7 Stative and Control verbs 

STAT expresses continuity of state rather than action. It contrasts with active verbs 
in PROG (action in progress) and HAB (action habitally performed).  
The following verbs are STAT, as are predicative adjectives: 
 /bɛ/  ‘move, walk’ /dɔ/̃  ‘know, recognise’ /dɛ/ ‘be’ 
 /ku/ ‘be, live, exist’ /su/ ‘must’ 
 /vĩ/  ‘have, possess’ /yi …di/ ‘love, want, need’ /za/ ‘hate’ 
STAT verbs and predicative adjectives have a present meaning when used with STAT 
pronouns or after SUBJ NPs, where there is no aspect marker. 
 
Ex. a-ba               nidɛ-o      mí       a-ba     wãa-o 
 3s.STAT-NEG cold-NEG and 3s.STAT-NEG hot-NEG 
 ‘It isn’t cold  and it isn’t hot    
 
They also occur in SBJ mood. 

1. à-kũ               yi    kɔ-̃di  2.  má         yidi         ǹ-kũ        ɔñɔ       vĩ 
      2p.SBJ-STAT love REC-ADES   1s.STAT want 2s.SBJ-STAT wisdom have 
  ‘Love each other.’    ‘I want you to be wise.’ 

 
For future meaning, use IMPRF.CONT 

1. máa-kũ                 dɔ ̃    zia  2.  andakũ                vĩ   gɔɔkepiki 
1s.IMPRF-CONT know tomorrow    3p.IMPRF-CONT have always 

               ‘I’ll know tomorrow.’                  ‘They’ll possess it always.’  
 
The verb /dɔ/̃ ‘know’ is usually STAT meaning ‘know’, but it also occurs as a 
dynamic verb meaning ‘recognise, discern’.  
Ex. má dɔ ̃  ‘I know.’ má pua  ‘I’m white.’  
  má yidi ǹkũ dɔ ̃ ‘I want you to know.’ má ɔgɔ vĩ ‘I have money.’ 
  mába dↄõ  ‘I don’t know.’ má kú la ‘I’m here.’ 
  máakũ ku la ‘I’ll be here.’ ma a dɔ̃ ̀ ‘I recognised him.’ 
  mába yindio ‘I don’t love you.’  
  máakũ yindi gɔɔkɛwa   ‘I’ll love you one day.’ 
 
Control verbs 
The following control verbs are followed by a SBJ pronoun and a second verb. 
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Verbs of ordering, deciding and choosing 
 di ‘appoint to’ 
 ‘o …nɛ ‘tell to’ 
 sɛ ‘choose to’ 
 si ‘accept, believe’ 
 su ‘must’ 

wobikɛ …wa ‘pray, request for’ 
yãdi  ‘decide’ 
yãdi …nɛ ‘command to. 
zĩ  ‘send to’ 

 
Verbs of ability, permitting and prohibiting 
 fɔ̃ ́ ‘able to’ 
 gba zɛ ́ ‘permit to’ 
 gí ‘refuse to’ 

 le  ‘find opportunity to’
 to  ‘allow, cause’ 
 yɔ ̃…wa ‘try to, attempt’ 

 
Verbs of suitability, desirability and hope 
 kɔs̃i …do ‘appropriate for’ 
 soo ma ‘prepared to’ 
 wei ‘willing to’ 
 wɛdɔ …di ‘hope to’ 
 yidi  ‘want to, be about to’ 
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4.8 Reciprocal verbs 

 
Reciprocal verbs are verb roots 
combined with the reciprocal pronoun 
/kɔ/̃ as the OBJ or OBL. The meaning is 
either a coming together or a moving 
apart.  ‘eo’ = ‘each other’. 
 bo kɔb̃a ‘resemble eo’ kakaa kɔũ ‘mix together’ 
 bo kɔw̃a ‘come across eo’ kɔ ̃kaka ‘assemble’ 
 bo kɔw̃a …do ‘be opposite to’ kɔ ̃kpaatɛ ‘divide’ 
 dada kɔñɛ ‘teach eo’ kɔ ̃yã ma ‘agree’ 
 didi kɔl̃a ‘stack’ kɔ ̃e ‘see eo’ 
 dɔ ̃kɔñɛ ‘experience 
mutually’ kɔd̃ɛ ‘struggle’ 
 fĩ kɔd̃i ‘twist around eo’ kɔk̃ɛ ̃ ‘prune, trim’ 
 go/kɛ ̃kɔw̃a ‘separate’ kɔs̃i …do ‘agree with’ 
 ka kɔũ ‘associate’ kpaatɛ kɔñɛ ‘share with eo’ 
 lɛ kɔw̃a ‘compare’  wɛsi kɔl̃ɛ ‘see from afar’ 
 na/pɛ kɔw̃a ‘join’  wo kɔl̃ɛ ‘pull apart’ 
 na kɔw̃a …do ‘pin to’  wo kɔw̃a ‘separate’ 
 pã kɔl̃a ‘cross over eo’  ya kɔũ ‘mix’ 
 pɛ kɔl̃ɛ ‘join together’  yãbo kɔ ̃lɛu ‘speak face to face’ 
 tɛ kɔd̃i ‘follow eo’  yi kɔw̃a ‘tie together’ 
 tɛtɛ kɔd̃i ‘follow in 
succession’  yi kɔd̃i ‘love eo’  
 
There are also many nouns formed with 
the reciprocal pronoun.  
 dadakɔñɛ ‘contribution’ kɔg̃bɛñɔ ‘companions’ 
 didinakɔl̃a ‘stacked, multi-
storey’ kɔk̃akaakĩi ‘gathering place’ 
 gugɛñakɔũ ‘twilight’ kɔk̃akaana ‘assembly’ 
 kakɔũ ‘tangle, confusion’ kɔk̃paatɛna ‘division’ 
 kanakɔũ ‘meeting’ kpɛdidinakɔl̃a  ‘storied building’ 
 kɛñakɔw̃a ‘separation’ lipãnakɔl̃a ‘cross’ 
 kɔỹãmana ‘agreement’ wakɛwatokɔñɛ  ‘tradition’ 

 kɔỹãmasai ‘misunderstanding’ wɛkanakɔñɛ ‘malice’ 
    
5.0 Auxiliary 
 
Auxiliary markers in the 6 East 
Mande languages 
There are six East Mande languages 
which head up the columns.  
The basic word order of clauses in these 
languages is S – AUX - O - V - Adv and 
the auxiliary is a place for aspect to be 
expressed. Strictly speaking tense does 
not exist in these languages. The 
distinctions are better expressed as 
aspects, with time implied.  
PRF is an action that is complete, rather 
than past.  
The NEG form UNAC is an action that is 
unaccomplished.  
PROG is an action in progress, not 
necessarily in the present.  
IMPRF may express prediction, 
improbability or intention, but it always 
has a future time reference.  
 
The aspects are fused with the SUBJ 
pronouns and are shown for the 
different languages in the following 
table. They also include NEG. Because 
some aspectual markers consist of tone 
change and others involve fusion of the 
aspectual marker with the SUBJ 
pronouns, in the orthography of these 
languages all auxiliary markers are 
suffixed to the SUBJ pronouns. The 
pronouns shown here are 1s. 
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Aspects  Boko Bokobaru Bisã Busa Kyanga Shanga  
PRF ma ma ma ma ma ma 
PAT má má -  - - máá 
STAT má má má má ma má 
STAT NEG    má(ba) má(ba) má(ba) 
SBJ mà mà mà mà mà/nà mà 
IMPRF má/1a mɛ/́é má(ní) máa/da má má 
IMPRF NEG     má(ba) má(ba) 
PROG1 má1(lɛ)́ mɛɛ́/e má(tɛṇ́) - má(bi) má(bi) 
PROG2 máá má(gá) -  má(dá) - - 
PROG NEG     ma(babi) má(bai) 
HAB mi/ì mɛɛ/̀è ma(dì) mi/dì ma(tà) ma(ta) 
HAB N. mi(lí) mà(tóṇ) má(súṇ́) mi(dì) ma(batà) ma(batà) 
UNAC mi/ī 2 mɛɛ́/e má(dí) mi/di ma(ci) ma(tà) 
SUBS mí/í - má mí/dí - - 
PROH (su)3 mà(tóń) má(súń) (su) mà(ba) mà(ba) 
DUR4 -lí -gae - - - - 
CONT5 -ↄ gɔ ̃ -gɔ ̃ -kũ -gũ -gɔ ̃
IMPRF CONT     -gũa -gɔã 
COND6     -nà/nàà7  

 

 
1. The form in parenthesis or after a 

backslash is the form that follows a 
NP. 

2. /ī/ is an /i/ with a semilow tone. This 
is a fourth tone which occurs in Boko, 
occurring between mid and low. The 
other languages have 3 level tones. 

3. /su/ in Boko and Busa are verbs 
rather than auxiliary markers. 

4. The DUR marker usually follows 
IMPRF pronouns, but may also occur 
with SBJ and SUBS. 

5. The CONT marker is obligatory with 
STAT predicates in a future context 
and with all verbs when an adverb 

expressing duration of time is present. 
It may occur together with IMPRF, 
SBJ, SUBS, HAB and DUR aspects. In 
Kyanga and Shanga it is only used 
with SBJ with a separate form /gɔã/ 
for IMPRF. 

6. Only Kyanga has a COND marker 
occuring in the auxiliary. All the 
other languages use an ‘if’ 
conjunction. 

7. /nà/ can be preceded by NEG marker 
/ba/ and followed by aspect markers. 
/nà/ is used in PRF, /nàà/ for IMPRF 
and STAT. 

 

5.1  Tense, aspect and mood 
 

Tense and aspect and mood are not 
discrete in Busa. PRF, PROG aspect, SBJ 
mood and NEG are all part of the same 
auxiliary system. They are expressed by 
auxiliary markers which follow SUBJ 
NPs or are suffixed or fused to SUBJ 
pronouns. Because many forms are fused 
to the pronoun (in all the Eastern Mande 
languages), all auxiliary markers are 
regarded as suffixes, the compounded 
pronoun forms reflecting person, 
number and TMA. They precede the OBJ 
and verb. Many of them also cause 
changes in the verb, notably a tone 
change or a suffix. NEG is also expressed 
by an end of clause suffix. 
Aspect rather than tense is the basic 
thought in the auxiliary system.  
The superordinate sets of SUBJ 
pronouns are: 
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1. PRF  2. STAT 
 3. SBJ  
 
They are differentiated by tone alone. In 
Boko it is IMPRF that is a superordinate 
set, rather than STAT, which would 
seem more logical. SBJ, although a 
mood, is the third superordinate set. 
 

 1s 2s 3s 3sLOG1 after 
NP/Rel/se2 

1p 2p 3p 3pLOG/ 
3indef 

1. 1. ma ṇ à akũ ø wa a aṇ wà 
2. 2. má ṇ́ a akũ ø wá á aṇ́ wa 
3. 3. mà ṇ̀/ø à àkũ ø wà à aṇ wà 

Notes: 
1. Logophoric pronouns occur after 

verbs of mental process and 
communication. They don’t occur in 
relative clauses 

2. Third person pronouns are omitted 
after NP, Relative Clause marker and 
SUBJ Focus marker, but retained if 
followed by an OBJ pronoun. 

 
The suffixing or fusion of auxiliary 
markers to the superordinate SUBJ 
pronouns results in many sets of SUBJ 
pronouns which are distinguished by 
tone and suffixes and are named after 
the auxiliary markers involved as shown 
below. It is principally these SUBJ 
pronouns that indicate the tense, TMA 
of the clause. Mood is also expressed by 
modal verbs and end of sentence modal 
markers. 
 

5.2 Subject pronouns 
 

 1s 2s 3s after 
NP/REL 

3s 
LOG 

1p 2p 3p 3indef/  
3p LOG 

PRF ma n à ø akũ wa a an wà 
SBJ mà ǹ/ø à ø àkũ wà à an wà 
STAT má ń a ø akũ wá á an wa 
STAT N maba mba aba ba akũba wába ába amba waba 
IMPRF maa nda àa da akũda wáa áa anda wàa 
PROG mada ńda àda dá akũdá wáda áda andá wàda 
HAB mi ndì ì dì akũdì wi i andì wì 
HAB N midi ndí ìdi dí akũdí widi idi andí wìdi 
UNAC mi ndì ì dì akũdì wi i andì wì 
SUBS mí ndí i dí akũdí wí í andí wi 

 
DUR   /dí/ follows SBJ, IMPRF and 
PROH pronouns or NP 
 
CONT   /kũ/ follows all SUBJ 
pronouns except PRF, PROG and UNAC, 
including DUR. It is obligatory for STAT 
verbs, giving a future meaning. 
 
SBJ  expresses such mood 
categories such as possibility, 
probability and unreality. The SBJ 
pronouns are characterised by L. They 
typically follow verbs of desire and 
control. Ex. Má yidi mà gɛ.́  ‘I want to 
go’ 
SBJ also expresses Imperative, 
Prohibitive, Hortative and Jussive.  
 
Imperative expresses a command. The 
2s pronoun is omitted unless an OBJ 
pronoun follows. The verb in Imperative 
retains its lexical tone. 
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PROH is a negative command and is 
expressed by using SBJ pronouns with 
NEG and lexical tone on the verb. 
 Ex.  m̀ba gɛo ‘don’t go’ 
Another was of expressing PROH aspect 
is with the aspectual verb /su/. 
 
STAT pronouns are used only with the 
small group of STAT verbs and 
predicative adjectives to express a 
present state. It is used together with 
IMPRF pronouns to express future states.  
 
STAT NEG has a NEG marker /ba/ 
suffixed to the pronouns or following a 
NP, as well as end of sentence NEG /o/. 
/ba/ is a borrowed NEG marker from 
Hausa. 
 
IMPRF may be defined as an incomplete 
action that express prediction, 
potentiality, intentionality or 
improbability. The IMPRF maker /da/ is 
suffixed or fused to SUBJ pronouns and 
follows NPs. 
 
PROG generally expresses an action in 
progress, but it can occur in past or 
future contexts. The PROG marker /dá/ 
follows the NP or is suffixed to SUBJ 
pronouns. 
 
PRF generally expresses a past action, 
but more accurately expresses an action 
that is complete, whether the context is 
past, present or future. PRF pronouns 

are accompanied by low tone on the 
verb root. 
 
UNAC expresses an action that is not 
complete in the context. SUBJ pronouns 
are PRF pronouns fused with the UNAC 
marker dì/ 
Ex. Mi kɛo   ’I didn’t do it’ 
 
HAB expresses an action that is done 
habitually. The pronouns are fused 
forms identical with UNAC pronouns 
but lacking the end of sentence NEG. 
NPs are followed by /dì/. 
 
HAB NEG is an action that is never 
performed. HAB NEG SUBJ pronouns 
are HAB pronouns suffixed by /dí/ and 
there is end of sentence NEG. 
 
SUBS pronouns are a fused set, IMPRF 
pronouns fused with the SUBS marker 
/dí/. They usually follow an IMPRF verb 
expressing a SUBS action. 
 
Ex. máa pɔbe mí         imi 
 I’ll    eat   then I’ll drink 
 
Another way of expressing SUBS aspect 
is with the aspectual verb /basa/ ‘do 
next’ 
 
Iterative Aspect 
Reduplicated HM and ML verbs express 
repetition, but the LM reduplicated 
verbs do not. See 5:3 for examples. 
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Perfect Aspect 
Addition of the adverb /yãà/ ‘before’ 
expresses an action that is prior to 
another action. It occurs in STAT, 
PROG, HAB and PRF. 
 
5.3 Logophoricity 

Logophoricity is not as pervasive as in 
Boko where any reference to a person 
coreferent to the SUBJ NP will take a 
logophoric form. The 3s LOG pronoun is 
/akũ/, except for SBJ where the 
pronoun has low tone. There is no LOG 
for plural pronouns. 
Logophoricity usually occurs in indirect 
quotations after the verbs /’o/ ‘tell, 
speak’, but it also occurs after mental 
process and communication verbs, like: 
 /tó/ ‘allow’, /di/ ‘command’, /e/ 
‘see’, /ma/ ‘hear’ 
and psychological states like: 
 wedi  ‘be willing’  yidi
 ‘want’   yɔ…̃wa ‘try’ 

dɔ ̃  ‘know ‘  sɛ ́
 ‘decide’ wɛdɔ…di ‘hope’ 
 

1. à           è        Sela   gbãakù̃        
mí   wì                 akũ     kpa-
wa        

        3s.PRF see.PRF Sela grow up.PRF 
and 3indef.UNAC 3s.LOG give-3s.DAT  

           na      ũ-o 
           wife ESS-NEG 

              ‘She saw Sela had grown up 
and she was not given to him as wife.’ 

2. pↄ ́   ma     mae     è             
akũ-da        ga,  à            tò          

        when 1s.POSS father see.PRF 
3s.LOG-IMPRF die 3s.PRF cause-PRF  

                ma         lɛdì-akũ-nɛ  
                1s.PRF promise.PRF-

3s.LOG-BEN 
              ‘When my father saw he was 
dying, he made me promise him.’ 

3. à           ò           mà     akũ       
vĩ    gbɛwɛ pↄ ́   akũ         lù         

      3s.PRF say.PRF 1s.SBJ 3s.LOG 
bury grave REL 3s.LOG buy-PRF  

   akũ   gĩna pↄ ́  ũ-u 
            3s.LOG own thing ESS-in 

              ‘He said that I should bury him 
in the grave that he bought for himself.’ 
 
In Busa logophoricity is controlled by 
syntax and coreference. It is not affected 
by reliability. It is never used to express 
evidentiality or point of view and is 
never optional. Logophoricity can occur 
in relative clauses, complement clauses, 
adverbial clauses and even within a 
simple clause. 

Adamu    ò    mà       kpa-akũ-wa 
‘Adam said I should give it to 

him.’ 
If the final pronoun was not 
coreferential with the SUBJ NP, it would 
not be LOG. 
 Adamu ò mà kpa-wà 
 ‘Adamu told me to give it to 
him (another person).’ 
6.0 Adverbials 
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6.1 Simple adverbs 

 
Locational adverbs 
 bààsì ‘outside’  le ‘over there, yonder’ 
 gũ ‘there’  má ‘where’ 
 la ‘here’  zãù̀ ‘far, deep, at a distance’ 
 
Temporal adverbs 
 dɔ ‘again’  mɔɔmɔɔ ‘often’ 
 gĩa ‘first’  sà ‘now’ 
 gɔɔ̃ ‘immediately’ saanɛ ‘later’ 
 kɔ ‘already’  tia ‘soon’ 
 màkaa’i    ‘at this time’ zĩke ‘(n)ever’ 
 mɔyãa ‘last year’  ziki ‘next year’ 
 
The following temporal adverbs may be 
regarded as denominal, but the 
adverbial function is more frequent than 
the nominal, so the nouns would more 
logically be regarded as de-adverbial. 
 bũnsɛ ‘wet season minanguaũ ‘noon’ 
 fãatɛ ̃ ‘daytime’ ɔkɔsi ‘evening’ 
 gbãa ‘today’ sakɛ ‘dry season’ 
 gĩa ‘yesterday’ zia ‘tomorrow’ 
 gwãafĩ ‘night’ ziki ‘next year’ 
 kɔnkɔ ‘morning’ 
 
Manner adverbs 
 dizika ‘startled’ kpaaka ‘quickly’ 
 fa ‘really’ maka ‘thus’ 
 kãndo ‘suddenly’ miɔmiɔ ‘completely’ 
 kɛḱɛ/kyaukyau ‘exactly’ sɔ ̃ ‘also’   
 kɔã ‘together’ tɛɛtɛɛ ‘slowly’ 
 
Denominal locational adverbs (some 
also function as postpositions) 

 adverb   noun 
 bɛ ‘home’ ‘house’ 
 bua ‘at the farm’ ‘farm’ 
 ɛɛ ‘forward, ahead’  ‘forehead’ 
 gukan ‘nowhere’ ‘place-none’ 
 gupiki ‘everywhere’ ‘place-all’ 
 kpɛ ‘behind, last, after  ‘back’ 
 luabɛ ‘in sky/heaven’ ‘God’s home’ 
 musu ‘above, up’ ‘sky’ 
 ɔũ ‘in the compound’ ‘compound’ 
 sɛɛdo ‘aside’ ‘side’ 
 tubula ‘at rubbish heap’ ‘rubbish heap’ 
 wai ‘home’ ‘home’ 
 
Denominal adverbs ending in /kĩi/ 
‘place’ 
 faaibokĩi ‘chatting place’ ‘chat-do-place’ 
 gbɛṽĩkĩi ‘cemetry’ ‘person-bury-place’ 
 gbɔp̃akĩi ‘latrine’ ‘faeces-hit-place’ 
 mikpakĩi ‘refuge’ ‘head-put-place’ 
 sa’okĩi ‘altar’ ‘sacrifice-do-place’ 
 wɛpɛkĩi ‘field of vision’ ‘eye-set-place’ 
 yikĩi ‘refuge’ ‘tie-place’ 
 zĩtɛkĩi ‘residence’ ‘sit-place’ 
 
Denominal adverbss ending in /gɔɔ/ 
‘day, time’ 
 azukɛdi ‘day of suffering’ ‘pain-do-day’ 
 dikpɛgɔɔ ‘holiday’ ‘celebration-day’ 
 gagɔɔ ‘day of death’ ‘death-day’ 
 pɔkɛkɛgɔɔ ‘harvest time’ ‘thing-harvest day’ 
 nɛ‘igɔɔ ‘birthday’ ‘child-bear-day’ 
 pɔbegɔɔ ‘dinner time’ ‘food-eat-time’ 
 wɛweegɔɔ ‘time of 
refeshment’ ‘eye-relax-time’ 
 yãkɛkɛgɔɔ ‘judgement day’ ‘affair-resolve-day’ 
 yãlegɔɔ ‘day of distress’ ‘problem-reach-day’ 
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Denominal manner adverbs 
 aafia ‘fine, well’ ‘health, peace’ 
 kpãi ‘stealthily’ ‘theft’ 
 yãma ‘truly, really’ ‘truth’ 
 
Reduplicated adverbs may be 
denominal, de-adjectival or de-numeral. 
 gbãagbãa ‘strongly, loudly’ ‘strong’ 
 kpɛkpɛ ‘backwards’ ‘back’ 

busɛbusɛ ‘gently, slowly’ ‘soft’ 
 danɛdanɛ ‘family by family’ ‘relative’ 
 dasidasi ‘numerous’ ‘many 
 dodo ‘one by one’ ‘one’ 
 fĩɔfĩɔ ‘little by little’ ‘little’ 
 gãagãa ‘in groups’ ‘group’ 
 
Ideophones 
Ideophones often have abnormally H or 
L and fortis articulation. They are more 
to do with manner than time or space. 
Many of them are verb specific and 
intensify the meaning of the verb. 
 bálíkíbálíkí ‘spotted’ ‘ee’ee’ee ‘sound of crying’ 
 bìsìbìsì ‘swarming’ fi ̃ńíní ‘decisively’ 
 dègèdègè ‘wobbly’ fi ̃ɔ́ ́ ‘small and narrow’ 
 dɛg̀ɛd̀ɛg̀ɛ ̀ ‘loose’  fɔɔ̀ɔ̀ ̀ ‘swelling’ 
 dúgúdúgú ‘exhausted’ gãǵã ́ ‘tight’ 
 
 
6.2 Adverbial phrases and 

clauses 

  

Adverbial phrases and clauses are 
subordinate phrases or clauses which 
bear to the main clause semantic 
relations which correlate to those borne 
by adverbs of time, place and manner, 
and in addition there are adverbial 
clauses that express cause, condition and 
particularity. They are introduced by 
subordinators, some of which are 
discontinuous morphemes, the latter 
part of the morpheme occuring after the 
clause or phrase.  
 
Adverbial NPs include Relative clauses 
with the headwords /gu/ ‘place’, /gɔɔ/ 
‘day’ or the subordinator /lapɔ/ ‘as, just 
as, what’ 

1. à           gɛɛ̀     Sambɛ    gu   pɔ    
wà       à           fookɛ ̀
3s.PRF go.PRF Sambe place 
REL 3indef 3s.OBJ rear.PRF  

      ‘He went to Sambe where he 
was brought up.’ 

2. á               gbɛ ̃ ́     zɔk̃ɔ ̃  da       
mɔ gɔɔ pɔ      á          wɛ   
2p.POSS person big IMPRF 
come day REL 2p.POSS eye  
 ba         dɔ-di-wa-o 
 NEG tie-3s.ADES-
DAT-NEG  

      ‘Your master will come at a 
time that you don’t expect.’ 

3. lapɔ    máa   kɛn   di  
how 1s.IMPRF do-COP this  

      ‘What I will do is this.’ 
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Adverbial clauses usually begin with a 
subordinator and precede the main 
clause. The subordinators are marked 
here with an asterisk. 
 
Temporal 
 pɔ plus PRF  ‘when (past)’ 
 pɔ plus PROG  ‘while’ 
 tó plus IMPRF/PROG  ‘when (future)’ 
 tó plus HAB  ‘whenever’ 
 ee plus PRF  ‘until’ (anterior duration) 
 ee plus SBJ CONT  ‘before, while’ (anterior duration) 
 zaa plus PRF  ‘since’ (posterior duration) 
 ee plus NP  ‘up to, as far as’ (ALL) 
 zaa plus NP  ‘from’ (ablative) 
 
Locational 
 ee plus NP  ‘up to, as far as’ (ALL) 
 zaa plus  NP  ‘from’ (ablative) 
 
Manner 
 landɔ  (plus NP) ...ba  ‘like’ (simile) 
 lapɔ (plus clause) ...ba  ‘just as’ (factual), ‘as if’ (non-factual) 
 
Reason   
 lapɔ plus clause  ‘because’ (factual reason) 
 a ya ́ mí tò/bee yãdi     ‘therefore’ 
  
Parataxis, where the second clause gives 
the reason for the proposition made in 
the first clause 
Ex.  n-da           fɔ ̃      ǹ      gɛ-o,         
a             gu     zãu fa 
  2s-IMPRF able 2s.SBJ go-NEG 
3inan.POSS place far really 
   ‘You can’t go, it is really far.’ 
 

Cause 
 pɔ plus SBJ or PROH  ‘so that’ (purpose) 
 SBJ mood (alone)     ‘so that’  
Ex.  à-da           we      dã       à      mɔ      
a       gu 
  2s-PROG monkey wait 3s.SBJ 
come 3s.LOG place  
  ‘He was waiting for monkey to 
come to him.’ 
 
COND (see also 2.7) 
 tó plus PRF ‘if’ (Open COND) 
 tó plus IMPRF ‘if’ (Non-factual COND) 
 lapɔ ‘as’ (Factual COND) 
 tó ... dà ... ‘if ... would’ (Counterfactual COND) 
 sema ‘unless’ (NEG COND)  
 baa tó ‘even if/when’ (Concessive COND) 
 atɛ  ɛsa ‘especially’ (Particularity) 
 
 
6.3 Denominal postpositions 

 
Denominal postpositions are preceded 
by POSS pronouns and NPs. By contrast 
clitic postposition are preceded by OBJ 
pronouns. However the only difference 
between OBJ and possessive pronouns is 
the 3p pronoun /ṇ́/ ‘them’, /aṇ́/ ‘their’ 
 Abessive sai
 ‘without’   
 Agency sabadi ‘by 
means of, thanks to’ 
 Anterior ɛɛ ‘in 
front of’  
   wɛwa ‘in 
presence of’ 
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 Causal yãdi
 ‘reason, because of’ 
 Citerior kpɛla ‘this 
side’  
 Comitative kũ...do ‘with, 
and’ (accompaniment, instrument, 
   
 source, material, manner) 
 Directional ’ↄdi
 ‘towards’ 
 Exception baasi
 ‘except, apart from’ 
 Extent lɛũ
 ‘boundary, extent of, up to’ 
 Exterior kpɛ
 ‘outside of’ 
 Inclusion guaũ
 ‘midst, among’ 
 Inferior gbu
 ‘under(neath)’    
 Lateral kutu, kuma
 ‘beside’ 
   ɔpia ɔdi ‘on 
right of’ 
   ↄzɛngɛ ɔdi ‘on 
left of’ 
 Locational gu ‘place  
of’ 
   kĩa ‘place 
of’ 
 Medial zãngua 
 ‘between’ 
 Posterior gbɛzã ‘after’ 
(temporal) 
   kpɛ
 ‘behind’ (locational) 

 Reference yã musu
 ‘about, concerning’ 
 Simile lapɔ...zↄ ‘as, 
like’ 
 Substitutive gɛɛ̃
 ‘instead of, in place of’ 
   gbɛũ
 ‘replacement for ; substitute for’ 
 Superior musu
 ‘above’   
   midanguaũ
 ‘overhead’  
 Temporal gɔɔ ‘time 
of’ 
   zi ̃ ́ ‘time 
of’ 
 Ulterior kpɛle  ‘the 
other side/bank’     
 
 
6.4  Postpositional phrases 

 
 ǹ ma zu’o màgɔ ̃ gbãsĩ sai
 ‘bathe me that I might be 
clean(without dirt)’ 
 tɛ ́ lɛt̀ɛ tɔɔtɛma gbɛñɔ wɛwa
 ‘fire fell to the ground in people’s 
presence’ 
 à dabodabona kɛ ̀ a ɛɛ
 ‘he performed miracles in front of 
him’ 
 n takasikɛ ̀ ma yãdi
 ‘you suffered because of me’ 
 butɛ aakɔ ̃ ku zĩtɛ ɔdi
 ‘three gates were toward the east’ 
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 lina ku a kpɛle kũ a kpɛlado
 ‘there were trees on that side and this 
side’ 
 andikũ zↄbenɛ fãatɛ ̃ kũ gwãafĩdo  
 ‘they serve him day and night’ 
 a lezĩ kà sɔ̃ ́ ãasĩna lɛũ
 ‘its height was up to a horse’s bit’ 
 an yiyina swa zↄk̃ↄ ̃ sɛɛ
 ‘they were tied up beside the great 
river’ 
 àda basi wɛt̃ɛ pì zɛ ́ guaũ
 ‘it was flowing down the middle of 
the city’s  
  
 road’ 
 bee kpɛ ma gbɛñɔ è dasaidasi
 ‘after that I saw many people’ 
 ǹ ãnabikɛkɛ dↄ buinɔ yã musu
 ‘prophesy again about nations’ 
 a ↄũ dá tɛkɛ landↄ ̃ isãtɛ ̃ gbãaba
 ‘his face was shining like strong 
sunlight’ 
 baa gana gbɛm̃aa gbɛũ fàao
 ‘even dying in a good man’s place is not 
easy’ 
 à kãmabo lí gbu la
 ‘rest under the tree here’ 
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Illo-Busa – English dictionary

 
A  -  a 

 
a1  pro. 3s.STAT, 3s.OBJ, 3s.POSS. 

a do  pro. 1) he/she alone. 2) other one. 
a yã mí tò  cnj. therefore. Lit: 'its-word-

SF-caused'. 
aba  pro. 3s.STAT.NEG. 

a2  pro. 2p.PRF. 
-a1  ptcl. end of sentence question marker 

expressing belief. Variant: da. 
á1  ['á] n. yam. 

à wutɛ  vt. harvest yams. 
á2  pro. 2p.STAT, 2p.OBJ, 2p.POSS. 

ába  pro. 2p.STAT.NEG. 
áda  [ádá] pro. 2p.PROG. 

á3  ['á 'à] vt. carve, strike. 
à1  pro. 3s.PRF, 3s.SBJ. 

à mɔ̃̀ à lè  cnj. it so happened. Lit: 'it-
came-it-happened'. 

àda  [àdá] pro. 3s.PROG. 
àdi  [àdí] pro. 3s.SBJ.DUR. 
àkũ  pro. 3s.SBJ.CONT. 

à2  pro. 2p.SBJ. 
àdi  pro. 2p.SBJ.DUR. 
àdikũ  pro. 2p.SBJ.DUR.CONT. 
àkũ  pro. 2p.SBJ.CONT. 

aa  ['àa] n. chewing stick, toothbrush. 

aa so  vt. chew chewing stick. 
a'a  ['á'á] intj. don't do that! 
áa  [áa] pro. 2p.IMPRF. 

áadi  [áadí] pro. 2p.IMPRF.DUR. 
áadikũ  pro. 2p.IMPRF.CONT.DUR. 
áakũ  pro. 2p.IMPRF.CONT. 

àa  [àa] pro. 3s.IMPRF. 
àadi  pro. 3s.IMPRF.DUR. 
àakũ  pro. 3s.IMPRF.CONT. 

aafia  ['ààfià] n. health. 
— adv. well, in good health. 

aafiade  n. man of peace, healthy 
person. 
— aadj. peaceful, peaceable. 

aafiale  ['ààfiàle lè] vi. healed (be), get 
well, cured (be). 

aafialebɔ  n. medication. 
aafialekĩi  n/adv. refuge. 

aai  ['àai] intj. no. 
aakɔ   ['ààkɔ]̃ num. three. 

aakɔ 'aakɔ   adv. in threes, three each. 
aakɔ de  aadj. third. 
aakɔ sai  num. minus three. 

aakũnɔ  [áákù̃nɔ]̀ pro. 2p.TOP, 2p.APPO. 
aala  ['áálà] n. date (tree or fruit). Phoenix 

dactylfera. 
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aala tɛ  a  n. wild date palm. Phoenix 
reclinata. 

aami  ['ààmi] intj. amen. 
aau  ['àaù] n. moaning. 

aau vĩ  vt. moan. 
abadevĩo  [àbadevĩo] n. bastard. Lit: 'he-

father-has-not'. 
abaliba  ['àbàlìbá] n. pineapple. From: 

Hausa. 
ada  ['àda] n. matchet, coup-coup. From: 

Dendi: àddá. 
adee  [àdee] pro. anaphoric 3s.pronoun. 

adeenɔ  [àdeenɔ]̀ pro. anaphoric 3p 
pronoun. 

adona  [adonà] padj. different. 
adua  ['ádúà] n. thorn tree, soapberry tree, 

desert date. Balanites aegyptiaca. 
agogo  ['àgogo] n. watch. From: Hausa. 
ái  ['áí] n. anvil. 
ài  ['àì] n. profit, benefit. 

ài kɛ (...nɛ)  vt. profitable (be) for. 
ài le  vt. get profit. 
ài wɛtɛ  vt. seek profit. 
aide  aadj. profitable. 
aisai  aadj. unprofitable. 

aifaa(na)  ['àìfààna] n. teacher. From: 
Dendi: alfa. 

ailenna  ['àìlèṇa] n. beneficiary. 
aimasa  ['àìmasà] n. onion. From: Arabic. 

aimasa kete  n. garlic. 
aisi  ['àìsì] n. omen. 

aisi maa  n. good omen. 
aisi o  vt. speak omen. 
aisi maa o  vt. speak good omen. 
aisi vãi  n. bad omen. 
aisi vãi o  vt. speak bad omen. 

aiwɛtɛnna  ['àìwɛt̀ɛṇa] n. profiteer. 
aizãna  ['àìzãnà] n. eternal life, paradise. 

From: Arabic. 
aizɛkɛ  ['àìzɛk̀ɛ] n. possession, treasure. 

From: Arabic: àlzàká. 
aizɛkɛ be  vt. inherit property. 
aizɛkɛde  n. rich man. 

aizɛkɛbenna  ['àìzɛk̀ɛbèṇa] n. heir. Syn: 
tubibenna. 

aizɛkɛgwanna  ['àìzɛk̀ɛgwàṇa] n. 
treasurer. 

akpati  ['àkpàti] n. chest, coffin. From: 
Hausa. 

akũ1  ['akũ] cnj. then. 
akũ2  pro. 3s.LOG.PRF, 3s.LOG OBJ, 3s.LOG 

POSS, 3s.LOG.STAT ; 3s.LOG.TOP, 
3s.LOG APPO. 

akũba  pro. 3s.LOG.STAT.NEG. 
akũda  pro. 3s.LOG.IMPRF. 
akũdá  pro. 3s.LOG.PROG. 
akũdakũ  pro. 3s.LOG.IMPRF.CONT. 
akũdi  pro. 3s.LOG.UNAC. 
akũdí  pro. 3s.LOG.HAB.NEG. 
akũdì  pro. 3s.LOG.HAB. 

àkũ2  [àkù̃] pro. 3s.SBJ.STAT, 3s.TOP, 
3s.APPO. 

akũsɔ   ['akũsɔ]̃ cnj. but. Syn: esɔ.̃ 
alade  ['àladè] n. domestic pig. Syn: sakpa 

kusɛna. From: Hausa. 
aleke  ['àlìké] n. sugar cane. From: Hausa. 
alikoto  ['àlìkotó] n. snail. From: Arabic. 
Almasihu  [àlmasihù] n. Messiah. From: 

Arabic. 
alo  ['àló] n. writing tablet. From: Hausa: 

aḷo. 
alzanna  ['àlzaṇa] n. paradise. From: 

Arabic. 
amba  ['ámbá] n. needle, injection. 

ámba kɛ (...nɛ)  vt. give injection (to). 
ambakɛnna  ['ámbákɛṇ̀a] n. doctor. 
ambawɛ  ['ámbá] n. eye of needle. 
ami  ['àmi] intj. amen. From: Arabic. 
an1  [aṇ́] pro. 3p.STAT, 3p.POSS. 

amba  [aṃ́ba] pro. 3p.STAT.NEG. 
anda  [aṇ́da] pro. 3p.IMPRF. 
andá  [aṇ́dá] pro. 3p.PROG. Variant: 

aṇ́á. 
andadi  pro. 3p.IMPRF.DUR. 
andakũ  pro. 3p.IMPRF.CONT. 
an do  pro. they alone. 
ankũ  pro. 3p.STAT.CONT. 

an2  [aṇ] pro. 3p.PRF, 3p.SBJ. 
andi [aṇdi] pro. 3p.UNAC. 
andí [aṇdí] pro. 3p.HAB.NEG, 3p.SUBS. 
andíkũ  pro. 3p.SUBS.CONT. 
andì [aṇdì] pro. 3p.HAB. 
andìkũ  pro. 3p.HAB.CONT. 
ankũ  pro. 3p.SBJ.CONT. 

an3  ['aṇ́] ptcl. OBJ focus marker. 
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anabi  ['anabi] n. prophet. 
anabikɛ  n. prophethood. 

anabikɛkɛ  ['anabikɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. prophesy. 
anabikɛkɛyã  n. prophecy. 

anasa ['ànàsá] n. white man. Syn: bapua. 
anasa bà  n. sisal hemp. Agave sisilana. 
anasa kpà  n. flamboyant tree. 
anasa kpawa  n. coconut. Delonix regia. 
anasa kù  n. cashew. Anacardium 

oocidentale. 
anasa ɔgɔ  n. income tax. 

andu'andu  ['ándú'ándú] adj. sparsely 
seeded head/cob. 

ango  ['áŋgò] n. bridegroom. From: Hausa. 
ankũnɔ  [aŋ̣́kù̃nɔ]̀ pro. 3p.TOP, 3p.APPO. 
ao1  ['ao] intj. yes. 
asa1  ['ásà asà] cnj. for. 
asa2  ['asá 'àsá] vt. fry. 

asana  ['asanà] aadj. fried. 
asaa  ['àsaa] n. urine. 
asaabo  ['àsaabo bò] vi. urinate. 

asabokĩi  n. urinal. 
asaatuu  ['àsaatùù] n. bladder. 
asakpatɛ  ['ásakpátɛ ́kpàtɛ] vi. eat 

insufficent food. 
asanɛ  ['asanɛ]́ n. belt, sash (for tying baby 

on back). 
asaya  ['àsayà] n. salary, wages. 
ase  ['àsé] cnj. so. 
asi  ['àsí] n. secret. From: Dendi: àsíírì. 

asi butɛ  vt. reveal secret. 
asi ta  vt. keep/hide a secret, honour (by 

not causing shame). 
asi gwa  vt. spy on. 
asido  adv. in secret. 
asiyã  n. secret matter, mystery. 

asia  ['àsia] n. greed, gluttony. 
asiade  n/aadj. greedy person. 

asiakɛ  ['àsiakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. greedy (be). 
asigwanna  ['àsigwàṇa] n. spy. Variant: 

asiwɛtɛnna. 
asitabɔ  ['àsítabɔ]̀ n. average (middle 

class) wealth. 
asĩna  ['asi ̃ǹa] n. bit (for horse). From: 

Dendi: álzàm. 
aso  ['aso] n. load, burden. 

asode aadj. burdensome. 
asoo  ['asoo] n. waste, catastrophe, 

calamity. From: Dendi: ásàráw. 
asoo kɛ  vt. calamitous/catatrophic 

(be). 
atafii  ['àtàfii] n. mockery. From: Dendi: 

àláásírì. 
atafiikɛ  ['àtàfiikɛ kɛ]̀ vt. mock. 

atafiikɛnna  n. mocker. 
Ataula  ['ataula] n. law of Moses. 
atã'atã  ['átã'́átã]́ adj. sparsely sprouting. 
atɛ  ɛsa  [atɛ̃ɛ̀sà] cnj. especially. 
au1  ['àú] n. blood. 

au ... butɛ  vi. bleed. 
au ... tɔ   vi. drip blood. 

au2  ['aù] cn. hour. From: English. 
audi  ['àúdi dì] vi. bruise. 
aukɛ  ['áúkɛ]́ vt. lend, borrow. From: 

Hausa: aro. 
aukɛ ...nɛ  vi. lend to. 

aukpaa  ['àúkpaa] n. congealed blood 
(eaten as food). 

aula  ['aúlà] n. descent of sun. 
aula pita  ['aúlàpìtá pìtà] vi. about 3 pm 

(be). 
aulapitana  n. descent of sun (about 3 

PM). 
ausu  ['àusu] n. young man, youth, fiance. 

ausu fɛ  ɛna  n. young teenage boy. 
ausu gbãa  n. man around 40 years. 
ausukɛ  n. youth, youthfulness. 
ausu(kɛ)gɔɔ  n. days of youth. 

ausube  ['àusube bè] vi. spend youth. 
awa  ['áwá] n. guinea-corn stalk. 
awanɛ  ['áwánɛ]́ n. small piece of guinea-

corn stalk. 
awanɛ kɛ  vt. draw straws. 

ayaba  ['àyàbà] n. banana. From: Hausa. 

Ã  -  ã 
 
ãa1  ['ãa] n. pain. 

— adv. hurt. ãade  aadj. painful. 
ãa2  ['ãa] post. before (temporal). 
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ãakɛ1  ['ãakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. painful (be). 
ãakɛgɔɔ  n/adv. day of pain/tribulation. 

ãakɛ2  ['ãàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. tan hide. 
ãakɛnna  n. tanner. 

ãakpa ...di  ['ãá́kpa kpà] vi. inflict pain on. 
ãama  ['ãá́ma mà] vi. feel pain. 

ãamana  ['ãá́manà] n. pain. 
ãia  ['ãià] n. industriousness, zeal, effort, 

diligence. 
ãiade  aadj. zealous, industrious, 

diligent. 
— n. industrious/zealous person. 

ãiakɛ  vt. make effort, be industrious. 

ãngaa  ['ãŋ̣́gá] n. centipede. 
ãnua  ['ãńúá] n. world. 

ãnua goda siikɔ   n. four corners of the 
earth. 

ãnua to  vt. leave the world, die. 
ãnzue  ['ãṇ̀̀zue] n. in-law, father-in-law. 

ãnzue nɔgbɛ    n. mother-in-law. 
ãnzue nɔgɔ na  n. father-in-law. 
ãnzue zĩkɛ  vt. work for in-laws. 

ãnzuekɛbɔ  ['ãṇ̀̀zuekɛbɔ]̀ n. brideprice. 
ãnzue'ɔgɔ  ['ãṇ̀̀zue'ɔg̀ɔ]́ n. brideprice. 
ãyãpãsĩde  ['ãyãp̀ãsĩde] n. brutal person. 

B  -  b 
 
ba1  ptcl..NEGation particle, follows Noun 

Phrase before.STAT verbs. 
-ba  ptcl. negation suffix for STAT 

pronouns. From: Hausa. 
ba2  [ba bà] vt. sow, plant. 
ba3  [ba bà] vi. evaporate. 

— vt. ferment, brew. 
-ba  [bà] post. as, like, about, according to. 
bà1  n. rope, cord, string, strap. 

bà fĩa  n. rope whip. 
bà gatɛ  vt. draw out (sound), blow 

long blast (trumpet). 
bà kpa (...nɛ)  vt. set (net) trap (for). 
bà kpakĩ  vt. put rope ends together. 
bà tã  vt. weave rope. 
bade  aadj. commissioned (soldier). 

bà2  n. running, race. 
bà gbãa  n. hard race. 

baa1  [baà] cnj. even. 
baa kũ beedo  cnj. despite that. 
baa pɔ  cnj. even though, although. 

baa2  [baá] n. open place. 
baawa  [baáwà] adv. 1) into open, 

outside. À bɔ ̀baawa. 2) openly, 
frankly, clearly. 

baa3  n. skin, hide. 
baa bo  vt. skin (animal). 

baa4  [bàa] n. sir, father. 
baabaa  [bààbaa] n. children's game in 

sand. 
baabaa kɛ  vt. play game in sand. 

baadako  [bààdàko] n. Benin rope. Acacia 
ataxacantha. 

baakasa  [bàakásá] n. rag. 
baakasa pi  vt. wash menstrual rags. 

Syn: wãnkpɛ pi. 
baakasanɔ kaka ...la  vi. wear 

rags/old clothes. 
baakɛ  [baàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. beg. 

baakɛnna  n. beggar, disabled person. 
baakibɛsɔ   [baakibɛsɔ̃]́ n. praying mantis. 
baakɔ   [bààkɔ]̃ num. sixty. 

baakɔ de  aadj. sixtieth. 
baakɔ kwi  num. seventy. 
baakɔ sɔo  [baakɔs̃ɔó] num. sixty five. 

baakwi  num. thirty. 
baakwide  aadj. thirtieth. 

Baana  n. Busa village, Bani. Syn: Bae. 
baani  [báání] n. Egyptian mimosa. Acacia 

nilotica. 
baapiki  [baàpíkí] pro. everyone, each one. 

Variant: gbɛm̃piki. 
baasa  [baasá bààsá] vt. refine, purify. 
baasi  [bààsí] post. beyond, apart from. 

Compare: /seema ... baasi/. 
báasi  [báásí] n. flesh, muscle, boneless 

meat. 
bàasi  [bààsì] adv. outside. 
baasɔo  [baasɔó] num. twenty five. 
baata si  [bàatá sí] n. camel's foot. 

Piliostigma reticulatum. 
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baata tɛ  a  [bàatá tɛ̃á] n. camel's foot. 
Piliostigma thonningii. 

baba  [baba bàbà] vt. shell, peel, remove 
grain (corn). 

bado  n. water lily. 
badu  [bàdu] n. gunpowder. 
badukɛnna  [bàdukɛṇa] n. gunpowder 

maker. 
bafã  [bàfã fã]̀ vi. cast net. 
bafĩɔna  [bàfi ̃ɔ́ńá] n. string. 
bai  n. fish-poison bean. Tephrosia vogelii. 
baka1  [báka] n. share. 
baka2  [bàka bàkà] vt. paddle, row. 
baka3  [báka] n. Lannea tree. 

bakapu  n. tree species. Lannea barteri. 
bakasi  n. small tree species. Lannea 

acida. 
bakatɛ    n. tree species. Lannea 

microcarpa. 
bakaa  [bàkaa] n. bundle. 
bakasa  [bákàsá] n. bowel. 
bakasi  [bàkàsì] adv. huge, too much. 
bakatunu  [bákátùnú] n. purging nut. 

Jatropha curcas. 
bakatunu tɛ  a  n. wild cassada. Jatropha 

gossypiifolia. 
bakpanna  [bàkpàṇa] n. trapper. 
balanda  [bàlàndà] n. veranda. From: 

Eng;ish. 
balɛ  [bàlɛ ́lɛ]̀ vi. run, flee. Syn: basi. 
balika  [bálíkà] n. blessing. 

— intj. praise God!, hallelujah!, 
congratulations! From: Arabic. 

balikade  n/aadj. blessed person. 
balikaka ...nɛ/ũ  [bálíkàka ká] vi. bless. 
balikibaliki  [bàlìkìbàlìkì] adj. two or 

three colours mixed (animal). 
bamɛnkwide  [bàmɛṇ̀̀kwide] aadj. ten-

stringed. 
banki  [baŋ̣kì] n. bank. From: English. 
banna  [baṇ́á] n. duiker. 

bansi  n. bush duiker. Sylvicapra 
grimmia. 

bantɛ    n. red-flanked duiker. Cephalophus 
rufilatus. 

bao1  num. twenty. 
bao mɛndosai  num. nineteen. 

bao2  [báò] n. news. 
bao kpa ...nɛ  vt. tell/proclaim news. 
bao ma  vt. hear news about. 

bao nna  n. good news, gospel. 
bao nna o  vt. tell good news, 

evangelise. 
báo  [báó] n. water grass used for feeding 

cattle. 
baokpanna  [báòkpàṇa] n. herald, 

proclaimer. 
baonnakpanna  [báòṇ́akpàṇa] n. giver of 

good news, evangelist. 
bapia  num. forty. 

bapia kũ sɔodo  num. forty five. 
bapiade  aadj. fortieth. 
bapiakwi  num. fifty. 

bapua  [bápúa] n. white man. Syn: anasa. 
basa  [basa bàsà] vi. do next. 
basi  [bàsí] n. running. 

basi (...nɛ)  vi. run, flee (from), flow. 
Syn: balɛ. 

basi kpakĩ  vt. race. 
basinna  n. runner. 

basia  [básía] n. black man. 
basiikɔ   [basííkɔ]̃ num. eighty. 

basiikɔ kwi [basííkɔk̃wi] num. ninety. 
basikpakĩ  [bàsikpáki ̃]́ n. race. 
basikpakĩkɛ  [bàsikpáki ̃ḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. race. 
basoodo  num. one hundred and twenty. 

basoodokwi [basoodokwi] num. one 
hundred and thirty. 

basoopia  num. one hundred and forty. 
basoopiakwi  [basoopiakwi] num. one 

hundred and fifty. 
basɔo  [basɔó] num. one hundred. 

basɔobasɔo  adv. in/by hundreds. 
basɔode  aadj. hundredth. 
basɔokwi  [basɔókwi] num. one hundred 

and ten. 
baswaakɔ   num. one hundred and sixty. 

baswaakɔ kwi  num. one hundred and 
seventy. 

batagãgã  [bàtagãg̀ã] n. drum, drummer. 
batagãgã lɛ  vt. beat drum. 

batagãgãlɛnna  [bàtagãg̀ãlɛṇ̀a] n. 
drummer. 

batɛ    [bàtɛ̃]́ n. tree species. Hexalobus 
monopetalus. 

batu  [bàtú] n. surrounding crowd, 
assembly. 
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Baugu  [bàugu] n. Borgu. 
baugu ɔdi  adv. south. 

bauu  [bàùù] adv. completely covered. 
baza  [bàzá] n. cloth, woman's wrap. 

baza kuku ...nɛ  vt. cover with cloth. 
baza tã  vt. weave cloth. 

bazakasa  [bàzakasa] n. rag. 
bazakpɛ  [bàzákpɛ]́ n. tent. 

bazakpɛde  n. tent-dweller. 
bazakpɛkɛnna  [bàzákpɛḱɛṇ̀a] n. tent-

maker. 
bazali  [bàzálí] n. weaver's rod. 
bazatãnna  [bàzatãṇ̀a] n. weaver. 

bazatãna  n. woven cloth. 
bazɛ  [bàzɛ]́ n. erosion, ravine. 
bazu  [bàzu zù] vt. cast net. 

bazunna  n. caster of net. 
bã  n. bird. 

bã gbɔ   n. bird droppings. 
bã vĩagbãade  n. pin-tailed widow, 

whydah. Vidua macroura. 
bãpu  n. cattle egret. Bubulcus ibis. 

bãkpɔbenna  [bãkpɔb̀èṇa] n. ibis. 
bãlizɔ zɔ nna  [bãlizɔ̃z̀ɔ̃ṇ̀a] n. fine-spotted 

woodpecker. Campethera puntuligera. 
bãnde  [bãṇde] n. madman. 
bãndubãndu  [bãǹdubãǹdu] n. diarrhoea. 
bãndubãndukɛ  [bãǹdubãǹdukɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 

diarrhoea (have). 
bãnkũ  [bãŋ̣kũ kù̃] vi. go mad. 
bãtitina  [bãtítíná] n. finch. 

bãtitina boogu  n. Red-cheeked 
Cordon-bleu. Uraeginthus bengalus. 

bãtitina tɛ  a  n. African fire finch. 
Lagonosticta rubricata. 

bãtolo  [bãtóló] n. African emerald cuckoo. 
Chrysococcyx cupreus. 

be1  [be bè] vt. eat, win, defeat, cheat. 
benna  n. eater, consumer. 

bè  n. goat. 
beda  n. she-goat. 
benɛ  n. kid. 
besa  n. billygoat. 

bede  n. householder, host. Etym: bɛde. 
bedenɔ  n. locals. 

bee  [bée] aadj. this, that. 
— pro. this one, that one. PL /béenɔ/̀ 
'these, those'. 

beewa  [béewà] adv. in this way, thus. 

begbɔ nna  [bègbɔ̃ṇ̀a] n. African bark. 
Crossopteryx febrifuga. 

bele  [bèle] cnj. all the more. 
bɛ1  n. household, courtyard. 

— adv. home. 
bɛ gwa  vt. take care of home. 
bɛ kɛ  vt. establish home. 
bɛ kpɛ  adv. outskirts of village. 
bɛde  n. householder. 
bɛdenɔ  n. family, people in household. 

bɛ2  vi. walk, move. 
bɛ musu  vi. soar, glide, hover. 

bɛ ́ n. termite. 
bɛbɛ  [bɛbɛ bɛb̀ɛ]̀ vi. move around, stroll. 

bɛbɛbɔ  n. vehicle. 
bɛbɛkɛ  [bɛbɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. stutter. 
bɛbɛmpã  [bɛbɛṃpã] n. idle person, 

lounger. 
bɛɛ  [bɛɛ̀] adj. important, worthy, 

valuable. Variant: bɛɛna. 
bɛɛde  n. honoured person. 

— aadj. valuable. Variant: bɛɛnade. 
bɛɛka  [bɛɛ̀k̀a] n. yellow-billed kite. Mivus 

migrans parasitus. Variant: kpɛɛ̀.̀ 
bɛɛna  [bɛɛ̀na] n. honour. 

bɛɛna dɔ  ...nɛ  vt. praise, honour. 
bɛɛna kɛ ...nɛ  vt. honour. 
bɛɛnade  n. honoured person. 
bɛɛnasaide  aadj. worthless. 

bɛɛtɛ  [bɛɛtɛ ́bɛɛ̀t̀ɛ] vi. walk, stroll. 
bɛgwanna  [bɛgwàṇa] n. home carer. 
bɛlɛkɛtɛ  adj. meaningless (dream). 
bɛlla  [bɛḷ̀a] n. clay pot, jar. 
bɛtɛ  [bɛt̀ɛ]̀ n. small tree species. Terminalia 

brownii. 
bɛtɛ pua  n. small tree species. 

Terminalia albida. 
bɛtɛ tɛ  a  n. small tree species. 

Terminalia avicennioides. 
bɛtɛka  [bɛt̀ɛk̀a] n. mud. 
bɛũbɛnna  [bɛṃ̀̀bɛṇ́́á] n. spleen. 
bɛyãkɛkɛnna  [bɛɲakɛɛ̀ṇ̀a] n. house 

manager. 
bɛ  ɛ́  [bɛ̃ɛ́]́ adj. alive. 
bɛ  ̃̀ɛ  [bɛ̃ɛ̀]̀ adj. perverse, evil (thing). 

bɛ  ɛbɛ  ɛ  adv. badly. 
bɛ  na  [bɛ̃ńá] n. horn. 

bɛ  nade  aadj. horned. 
bi  ptcl. what if, how is it that. 
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bia  [bìá] n. waterhole. 
bía  [bíá] n. beans. 
bidi  [bídí] n. worry, confusion, 

apprehension. Variant: biti (Kali). 
bidi ... gɛ   ...ũ  vi. apprehensive (be). 

bidikɛ  [bídíkɛ bídíkɛ]́ vt. confused (be). 
bii  [bií] n. copy, image, sort, kind. 
biotɛ  [biotɛ]́ n. torch (made of grass). 
biɔ  n. red kapok tree. Bombax constatum. 
biɔɔ  [biɔɔ́]́ n. frog. 
biɔtɛ    [biɔtɛ̃]̀ n. shining drongo. Dicrurus 

atripennis. 
bisa  [bìsa] n. rubbish. 
bisanɛ  [bisánɛ]́ n. water scoop. 
bisi  [bísi] n. monkey ball tree. Strychnos 

spinosa. 
bisibisi  [bìsìbìsì] adv. swarming. 
bĩi1  [bi ̃ì́] n. selfishness. Syn: wɛlaga. 

bĩide  n. selfish/covetous person. 
bĩi2  [bi ̃í́] n. town, village. 'town wall' in 

Boko. Syn: wɛt̃ɛ. 
bĩi gbɛ  nɔ  n. villagers. 
bĩi kpɛ  adv. outskirts of village. 
bĩi lɛ  n. town entrance. 
bĩi zɔ kɔ   n. town. Syn: wɛt̃ɛ zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
bĩida  n. city, main town. 
bĩide  aadj. walled. 

— n. chief of village. 
bĩidenɔ  n. townspeople. 

bĩikɛ  [bi ̃ì́kɛ kɛ]̀ vt. lust after, covet. 
bĩikonna  [bi ̃í́kóṇá] n. village. 
bo1  [bo bò] vt. build (wall), fabricate. 

bokĩa  adv. building site. 
bonna  n. fabricater. 

bo2  [bo bò] vi. 1) go out, come/escape 
from, saved (be). 2) save, redeem. 
— vt. 1) take out, undress. 2) pick. 

bonna  n. picker. 
bo gbãsĩu  vt. remove defilement from. 
bo kɔ ba (...do)  vi. resemble each 

other. 
bo kɔ wa  vi. come across each other. 
bo kɔ wa kũ ...do  vi. opposite (be) to. 
bo ... kpɛ  vi. contradict, betray, go 

backwards. 
bo ...la  vt. take off (clothing). 
bo ...nɛ  vi. resemble. 

— vt. lend. What is /bo/ 'lent' is given 
back, wheras with /sɛk̃ã ...nɛ/ it is 
returned in kind. 

bo ɔzĩ  vi. escape from. 
bo ... sɛɛ  vi. surprise. 
bo ...wa  come across (by chance). 
bo yãu/taaliũ  vt. acquit. 
bobo  vt. pick (ripe fruit), take off 

(shoes), bring out (anger). 
bokĩi  n. exit, way of escape, source. 

boboo  [bòboò] n. egg-plant. Solanum 
scabrum Miller. 

bodogo  padj. round, spherical. 
bodogona  aadj. round, spherical. 

boe  [bòé] n. Gambian giant pouched rat. 
Cricetomys gambianus. 

bokũ  [bokŋ̣́ bòkŋ̣̀] vi. dislocate. 
bomɔ  [bòmɔ] n. sojourner. 
bonkpɛde  [boŋ̣́kpɛde] n. traitor. 
bonsɛɛ  [boṇ́sɛɛ̀]́ aadj. wonderful, 

surprising. 
bonsɛɛde  n. wonderful person. 

Boo  [bòó] n. Boko. 
booboo  [boòboò] n. blister beetle. 
boogu  [bóógú] adj. blue. 
booko  [bóókò] n. school. From: Hausa. 

booko kɛ  vt. attend school, educated 
(get). 

bookonɛ  [bóókònɛ] n. student. 
-bɔ  [bɔ]̀ ptcl. instrument. 
bɔ ́ adv. what? 
bɔ̃̀  n. sore, wound. 
bɔɛ  [bɔɛ̀]́ n. hippopotamus. Hippopotamus 

amphibius. 
bɔɛzĩ ...i  [bɔɛ́zi ̃]́ adv. when? 
bɔgbɛ  [bɔg̀bɛ]̀ n. scar. 
bɔ'i  [bɔ'̀í] n. pus. 
bɔkete  [bɔk̀ete] n. small sores. 
bɔketekɛ  [bɔk̀etekɛ kɛ]̀ vi. have small 

sores. 
bɔkɛtɛ  [bɔkɛtɛ]́ n. explanation. 
bɔkɛtɛkɛ (...nɛ)  [bɔkɛtɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. explain 

(to). 
bɔkɛtɛkɛna  n. explanation. 

bɔkɔ1  [bɔk̀ɔ] n. bag, sack, pocket. 
bɔkɔ2  [bɔḱɔ]̀ n. 1) crop (of bird). 2) goitre. 
bɔḱɔ  [bɔḱɔ]́ n. marrow, brain. Variant: 

bɔĺɔǵɔ ́(Kali). 
bɔkɔna  [bɔk̀ɔǹa] n. ant. 
bɔkɔsɔ  [bɔkɔśɔ]́ n. mud fish. 
bɔlɔgɔ  [bɔl̀ɔg̀ɔ]́ n. blanket. 
bɔndabi  [bɔǹdabi] n. storeroom. 
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bɔɔ  [bɔɔ̀] n. wound, sore. 
bɔɔkɛ  [bɔɔ̀kɛ kɛ]̀ vi. infected with sore/boil 

(be). 
bɔtɔ1  [bɔtɔ]́ n. plaster. 

— adj. plastered, smoothed. 
bɔtɔ da ...wa  vt. plaster. 
bɔtɔ kɛ  vt. plaster. 

bɔtɔ2  [bɔtɔ]̀ n. pollution, dirt. 
bɔ̃̀tɔ  [bɔt̀ɔ]̀ adj. young. 

bɔtɔna  [bɔt̀ɔǹa] n. young (diminutive). 
bɔtɔbo  [bɔt̀ɔb̀o bò] vi. shoot (leafy). 

bɔtɔbona  n. shoot. 
bɔyãdi  [bɔɲ́ádi] adv. why? 
bɔ ɛ  [bɔ̃ɛ̀]̀ n. savannah monitor. 

bɔ ɛ wakanla  n. small tree species. 
Combretum Molle. 

bɔ nɔbe  [bɔ̃ǹɔb̀e bè] vi. cuddle, caress. 
bɔ nɔbena  n. caress, cuddling. 

bɔ nɔbekɛ  [bɔ̃ǹɔb̀ekɛ kɛ]̀ vi. caress, cuddle. 
bu  [bú] n. cultivated field. 

bu ba  vt. make ridges (for planting). 
bude  n. farmer. 

bua1  [búa] n. 1) farm. 
— adv. at the farm. 

bua kɛ  vt. farmwork (do). 
bùa2  [bùa] n. camp. 

bua katɛ  vt. establish camp. 
bua ...wa  [bùa bùà] vi. cross over, 

traverse. 
— vt. bring down, take across. 

buakatɛkĩi  [bùakatɛkĩi] n. campsite. 
buakɛnna  [buakɛṇ̀a] n. farmer. 
budali  [bùdali] n. zorilla, polecat, weasel. 

Ictonyx striatus. From: Hausa. 
bugbɛ  [búgbɛ]̀ n. land for cultivation. 

bugbɛ kɛkɛ  vt. clear land. 
bugubugu  [búgúbúgú] adv. completely, 

utterly (tired). 
buhu  [bùhú] n. sack. From: Hausa. 
bui  [bùì] n. 1) seed, kind, race, tribe. 

2) descendant. 
buiyã  n. language. 

buibokĩi  [bùìbokĩi] n. genealogy, 
ancestry. 

buikɛ  [bùìkɛ kɛ]̀ n. reproduce, produce 
progeny. 

buikɛyã  n. ancestry. 
buiyã'onna  [bùìɲa'òṇa] n. speaker of a 

language. 
buka  [bùka] n. Bohor reedbuck. Redunca 

redunca. 

buka'aa  [bùka'àá] n. shrub species. 
bukɛ  [bukɛ ́bùkɛ]́ vt. strike. 
buki  [bukí] n. festival. From: Hausa. 

buki pɔbena  n. feast. 
bukikɛ  [bukíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. celebrate. 
bulodi  [búlódì] n. bread. From: English. 

bulodi kɛ  vt. bake bread. 
bulodi zɔ   vt. knead bread. 

bulodifɛtɛ'ɛzɛ  [búlódìfɛtɛ'́ɛz̀ɛ]́ n. yeast, 
leven. 

bulodikɛnna  [búlódìkɛṇ̀a] n. baker. 
buloditi  [búlódìtí] n. flour. 
bulu  [búlu] n. laundry blue. From: 

English. 
bulubulu  [búlúbúlú] ideo. completely 

covered. 
bulugu  n. Niger River reed species. 
bulumbulum  [búlúṃ́búlúṃ́] ideo. finely 

crushed. 
Busa  [bùsá] n. Busa. 
busa  [busá bùsá] vi. calm down, diminish. 
busɛ  [busɛ]̀ adj. soft. 

busɛbusɛ  adv. gently. 
busɛkũ  [busɛk̀ŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. soften. 
busɛ  bu [bùsɛb̃ù] n. hepatitis, jaundice. 
busia  n. white-bellied hedgehog. Atelerix 

albiventris. 
búsu  [búsú] adj. raw (meat), unripe 

(fruit). 
bùsu  [bùsù] n. soil, earth, land, country, 

nation. 
bùsu dɛ  vt. spoil land/nation. 
bùsu sĩsĩde  n. hill country. 
bùsu gbɛ  nɔ  n. inhabitants of country. 
bùsu pɔ teku likadi  n. island. 
busude  n. inhabitant of land. 

busudɛnna  [bùsùdɛṇ̀a] n. destroyer of 
land/nation. 

busuka  [bùsùká] n. 1) chickenpox, 
smallpox. 2) bran. 

busuna  [bùsuna] n. tallow tree. Detarium 
microcarpum. 

busuna tɛ  a  n. tallow tree. Detarium 
senegalense. 

busunkona  [bùsùŋ̣kona] n. sand. 
busupuna  [bùsùpúná] n. white sand. 
busuti  [bùsùtí] n. dust. 
busuzãude  [bùsùzãù̀de] n. person from 

distant land. 
butɛ  [butɛ ́bùtɛ]́ vi. sprout, come out, go 

out, leak. 
— vt. take out. 

butulu  [bútulu] n. powder. From: English. 
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bu'u  [bu'ú] n. cotton, cottonwool. 2)  
bu'u tã  vt. spin cotton. 

bu'ubaza  [bu'ubàzá] n. cotton cloth. 
buubuuna  n. four banded sandgrouse. 

Pterocles quadricinctus. 
buuda  [buudà] n. 1) harmattan dust. 

2) fog, mist. From: Hausa. 
buuda ... kpa  vi. dusty/foggy (be). 

bu'upa  [bu'úpá] n. distaff. 
bũnsɛɛ  n/adv. wet season. 
bũsã  n. straw for brick making. 
bũu  [bù̃ú] adj. whole, unchewed. 

D  -  d 
 
da1  sn. mother, aunt. 

— aadj. female. 
da2  [da dà] vt. put, dress. 

da ...di  vi. reprimand. 
da gula  vi. spread abroad, flood. 
da kpu  vt. imprison. 
da ...la  vi. cover, spread over. 
da ...lɛ  vi. meet. 
da ...lɛ kũ minnado  vi. give success. 
da ...lɛ kũ pɔnnado  vi. welcome. 
da liũ  vt. put in stocks. 
da yãu  vt. implicate, involve. 
da zɛũ  vi. begin journey. 
da zɛwa  vt. put on right path. 
da zĩu  vt. employ. 
dakĩi  n. perch, position. 
danna  n. giver. 

da3  ptcl. IMPRF marker. 
-da  ptcl. IMPRF pronoun suffix. 

dá  ptcl. PROG marker. 
-da  ptcl. PROG pronoun suffix. 

dà  ptcl. Conditional marker, in that case. 
daa1  [dáá] ptcl. end of sentence negative 

interrogative particle expressing 
surprise. Variant: dee. 

daa2  [dàa] n. character (especially bad). 
daade  n. criminal, person of bad 

character. 
daa'ĩi  [dàa'i ̃í́] n. mischief, unpleasant 

behaviour. 
daa'ĩide  n/aadj. mischievous, 

unpleasant. 
daa'ĩikɛ  [dàa'i ̃í́kɛ kɛ]̀ vi. mischievous (be), 

wicked (be). 
daakɛ  [dàakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. commit crime. 

daakɛna  n. crime, bad behaviour. 
daakɛnna  n. evildoer. 

daama  [dáámá] n. better condition. 
daamade  aadj. better. 

daamakɛ  [dáámákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. feel better. 
daamale  vi. get better. 

dabenɛ  [dàbenɛ] n. bat (for beating). 
From: Hausa. 

dabodabo  [dabòdabò] n. miracle, 
wonder, magic. From: Hausa. 

dabodabo kɛ  vt. 
miracle/wonder/magic (do). 

dabodabokɛnna [dabòdabòkɛṇ̀a] n. 
magician, wonder worker. 

daboyã  [dabòɲa] n. marvel, wonder. 
dada  [dàda dàdà] vt. 1) learn. 2) imitate. 

dada kɔ nɛ  vt. teach each other. 
dada ...nɛ  vt. teach. 
dadanna  n. learner, imitator. 
dadannɛde  n. teacher. 
dadanannɛ  n. teaching. 

dadakɔ nɛ  [dadàkɔñɛ]̀ n. contribution. 
dadakɔ nɛ kɛ  vt. make contribution. 

dadokũde  aadj. having same mother and 
different father. 

da'ina  [da'inà] n. mother (biological). 
da'itɛkɛ  [da'ítɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. baptised (be). 

— vt. baptise. 
da'itɛkɛnna  n. baptiser. 

dakãa  [dakãa dàkãa] vt. put together. 
dake  [dáke] n. respected person. See: 

/gbɛd̃ake/ 'neighbour', /indake/ 
'relation'. 
— aadj. fellow. ma sia dake my fellow 
blacksmith 

dakɛ  [dakɛ dakɛ]̀ vt. bring together. Bɔ ́mí 
á dakɛì? What brought you together 
(to fight)? 

dako  [dàko] n. thick jungle/bush. 
dakɔ nɔ  [dákɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ sn. other people. 



dakpɛfĩɔmɔ  dɛ 

64 Illo-Busa - English Dictionary 

dakpɛfĩɔmɔ  [dakpɛfi ̃ɔ́ḿɔ] adv. name of a 
month. Lit: 'small-holiday-month 
(after fast)'. 

dakpɛzɔ kɔ mɔ  [dakpɛzɔk̃ɔ̃m̀ɔ] adv. name 
of a month. Lit: 'big-holiday-month'. 

dakpunna  [dakpúṇá] n. prisoner. 
dakũ  ptcl. IMPRF.CONT marker. 

-dakũ  ptcl. IMPRF.CONT pronoun suffix. 
dakũna  [dakṹná] n. younger 

brother/sister. 
dakũn nɔgbɛ  de  n. younger sister. 
dakũn na  n. sister-in-law. 
dakũn za  ́ n. brother-in-law. 

dalagɔ   [dalagɔ̃]̀ n. dragon. From: English. 
dalama  [dàlàmà] n. lead (metal). 
daminɔ  [dàminɔ]̀ n. date, date palm. 

Phoenix dactylifera. 
dana'itɛ  [danà'ítɛ]́ n. baptism. 
Dandi  [dàndí] n. Dendi. 
danɛ  [danɛ]́ n. relative on mother's side. 

danɛdanɛ  adv. family by family. 
danɛnɔ  n. family. 

dangaasa  [daŋgaasà] n. wild cat. Felis 
syvestris. 

dankanɔma  [dàŋkánɔḿá] n. 
1) haemorrhoids. 2) prolapsed rectum. 
3) gingivitis, bleeding gums. From: 
Hausa. 

dasi  [dàsí] n. number. 
— adj. many, numerous. 

dasi lɛ  n. number, total. 
dasidasi  adv. very many. 
daside  aadj. most. 
dasikɛ  n. number, numerosity. 

dasikũ  [dàsíkŋ̣́] vi. accumulate, increase. 
datɛ  [datɛ ́dàtɛ]́ vi. begin, commence. 

— vt. begin, start. 
datɛbɔ  n. foundation. 
datɛgɔɔ  n/adv. starting time, 

commencement. 
datɛna  n. beginning. 
datɛnna  n. starter, beginner. 

datɛgbɛ  [datɛgbɛ]̀ n. foundation stone. 
daũ  [daù̃] vt. put in. 
dayama  [dayamà] n. diamond. From: 

English. 
dazi  sn. grandmother. 
dã1  [dã dã]̀ vt. dip out, take a little. 
dã2  n. small tree species. Bridelia 

scleroneura. 

dã pua  n. small tree species. Bridelia 
micrantha. 

dã sia  n. tree species. Bridelia 
ferruginea. 

da ́  [dã ́dã]̀ vt. wait for, guard, protect, 
herd. 

dãdã  [dãd́ã dãd̀ã]̀ vt. hold up, delay, lie 
in wait for. Variant: dãna. 

dãnakɛ  n. protection. 
dãnna  n. guard. 

dãa  [dãá́] n. slime. 
dãa ... kpa  vi. slimy (be). 

dãadãa  [dãà̀dãà̀] ideo. obscure, blurred. 
dãgãndãgãn  [dãgãŋ̣dãgãŋ̣] ideo. 

staggering. 
dãkpa  [dãḱpá kpà] vt. protect, guard. 

dãkpabɔ  n. shield, protector, charm. 
dãkpanna  n. guard. 

dãkpabɔkũnna  [dãḱpábɔkù̃ṇa] n. 
armour-bearer. 

dãna  [dãǹa] n. marsh, swamp. 
dãngaasa  [dãŋ̣̀̀gaasà] n. wild cat. 
dãngbaasi  [dãŋ̣̀̀gbààsí] n. mud wasp, mud 

dauber. Sceliphron. 
dãnsa  n. spider. 

dãnsa bà  n. spider's web. 
de1  sn. father, uncle. 

desaide  n. fatherless person, bastard. 
de2  aadj. that. 

— pro. that one. Variant: dee kĩi. 
deenɔ  [deenɔ]̀ pro. those ones. 

-de  ptcl. proprietor, owner. 
-denɔ  n. inhabitants of. 

dedokũde  [dedokṹde] aadj. having same 
father, but different mother. 

dee1  [déé] ptcl. end of sentence negative 
interrogative particle expressing 
surprise. Variant: daa. 

degedege  [dègèdègè] adv. unstable, 
wobbly, loose. 

degedege sai  adv. without wavering. 
de'ina  [de'inà] n. biological father. 
deke  [dekè] n. owner, lord. 
dendake  [deṇdáke] n. one having same 

behaviour. 
dezi  sn. grandfather, ancestor. 

dezinɔ  [dezinɔ]̀ sn. ancestors. 
dɛ  [dɛ dɛ]̀ vt. kill, quench. 

dɛdɛ  vt. kill (many). 
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dɛdɛ lɛnnado  vt. persuade. 
dɛnadɛna  [dɛnàdɛnà] adv. fatally. 

dɛ ...ba  vi. like (be). Variant: da ...ba. 
dɛ ...la  vi. more than (be), surpass. 
dɛ ... ũ  vi. Equational copula. 
dɛ yãba guaũ  vi. example (be). 
dɛnla  n. superiority. 
dɛnla wɛtɛ  vt. seek superiority. 

dɛdɛ ...wa  [dɛd̀ɛ dɛd̀ɛ]̀ vi. climb on. 
dɛdɛkĩa  adv. at/to steps. 
dɛdɛkĩi  n. stairs, steps. 

dɛgɛdɛgɛ  [dɛg̀ɛd̀ɛg̀ɛ]̀ adv. broken in 
pieces. 

dɛsu  n. African peach. Sarcocephalus 
latifolius. 

dɛ  ɛ  n. struggle, wrestle. 
dɛ  ɛbe  [dɛɛ̃be bè] vi. win wrestle. 
dɛ  ɛka  [dɛɛ̃ká ká] vi. wrestle, struggle. 

dɛ  ɛkana  n. wrestling. 
dɛ  ɛkanna  n. wrestler. 

dɛ  ɛnɛ  [dɛɛ̃nɛ]́ n. wrestler. 
di1  aadj. this. 

— pro. this. Ma pɔń di. This is mine. 
di2  [di dì] vt. 1) put down, lay down, 

decide, appoint, command. 2) receive 
(guest). 
— vi. ride. 

didi (...wa)  [didì dìdì] vt. put 
on/down many. 

di(di) kɔ la  vt. stack. 
didinakɔ la  [didìnàkɔl̃a] aadj. stacked, 

multi-story. 
dikĩi  n. place to put something. 
dinna  n. rider, appointer. 

di3  ptcl. UNAC marker. Pronounced 
/dian/ before /ṇ/. 

-di1  post. Adessive postposition, near, at, 
around, after. 
— pro. 3s.ADES. 

-di2  ptcl. Purpose marker. 
-di3  ptcl..DUR suffix. 
dí1  iw. who (OBJ). Use /dí mí/ in SUBJ 

NP. 
dí2  ptcl. 1) SUBS marker. 2).HAB.NEG 

marker. Pronounced /dian/ before 
/ṇ/. 

díkũ  ptcl. 1) SUBS.CONT marker. 2) 
DUR.CONT marker. 

dì  ptcl. HAB marker. Pronounced /dìan/ 
before /ṇ/. 

dìkũ  ptcl. HAB.CONT marker. 
diba  [dibà] adv. in this way. 
didi  [dídí] aadj. this here. 

— pro. this one here. 
diga  [digà] n. pick. From: English. 
digi  [dígí] n. glass, mirror. 
dikpɛ  n. public holiday, celebration. 

Variant: dakpɛ (older form). 
dikpɛgɔɔ  n/adv. feast day, holiday. 

dikpɛkɛ  [dikpɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. feast, celebrate 
holiday. 

disa  [disá dìsá] vt. put on fire, boil. 
disana  [disánà] adj. cooked. Syn: 

kukuna. 
dizika  [dìzìká] adv. startled. 
do  num. one. 

— post. one of, only. 
dodo  adv. one by one. 
dosai  num. less one. 

-do  [dò] post. with (COM). [Note: Occurs 
after Plural marker, not omitted as in 
Boko] 
— pro. 3s.COM. 

dò  [dò] n. soup, broth, gravy, sauce. 
dò kuku  vt. cook soup. 
dò zãi  n. glutinous sauce, glutinous 

sauce leaves. 
dogaga  [dògaga] n. bronze mannikin. 

Lonchura cucullata. 
dogali  [dògalì] n. guard, king's 

bodyguard. Syn: kiabɛdãnna. From: 
Hausa. 

dokũ  [dokŋ̣́] adj. same. 
dokũde  aadj. member of same. 

doma  [dómà] n. small harp. 
doma lɛ  vt. play guitar. 

domalɛnna  [dómàlɛṇ̀a] n. guitarist. 
dona  [donà] padj. holy, apart, separate. 

dona ...do  padj. different from. 
donadona  adj. different (many). 

dosina  [dòsíná] n. baobab leaves for soup, 
soup made from baobab leaves. 

dɔ1  [dɔ dɔ]̀ vt. build. 
— vi. sound. 

dɔ ...lɛ  vi. help. 
dɔ ...nɛ  vt. offer, pass to. 
dɔ (...nɛ) ɛɛ  vi. lead, guide, precede. 
dɔ ...ũ  vi. remember. 
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dɔ ...wa  vi. be on. 
dɔbɔ  n. building material. 

dɔ2  adv. again. 
dɔo  [doo] adv. not again, no more. 

dɔdɔ  [dɔdɔ ̀dɔd̀ɔ]̀ vt. put in line. 
— vi. point. 

dɔdɔ ...nɛ  vt. relate to, give an account 
to. 

dɔkɛ1  [dɔkɛ ́dɔk̀ɛ]́ vt. tie together. 
dɔkɛ ...wa  vt. graft onto. 

dɔkɛ ...do2  [dɔḱɛ ́dɔk̀ɛ]́ vi. belittle, 
denigrate, blaspheme. 

dɔkɔ (...wa)  [dɔk̀ɔ ́dɔk̀ɔ]̀ vt. apply to. 
dɔnɛ  [dɔńɛ]́ n..HABit, familiarity. 

dɔnɛ ĩi  n. bad.HABit. Variant: dɔnɛ vãi. 
dɔn'ɛɛde  [dɔṇ́'ɛɛde] n. leader. 

dɔn'ɛɛdekɛ  n. leadership. 
dɔn'ɛɛdesai  n. lack of leadership. 

dɔnɛ'ĩide  [dɔńɛ'́i ̃í́de] n. immoral person, 
prostitute. 

dɔnɛkɛ ...do  [dɔńɛḱɛ]́ vi. used to (be), 
familiar with/to (be). 
— n. familiarity. 

dɔɔ  [dɔɔ̀]̀ n. line, row, normality. 
— cn. line. 

dɔɔde  n/aadj. normal. 
dɔɔdɔɔ  adv. in rows. 
dɔɔsai  adj. abnormal, corrupt. 
dɔɔsaide  aadj. abnormal, perverse. 

dɔ   [dɔ ̃dɔ̃]̀ vt. know, recognise, realise. Tó 
n a dɔ̃.̀ Mi a dɔõ. Mába a dɔõ. If you 
knew him. I didn't recognise him. I 
don't know him 

dɔ  kɔ nɛ  vt. experience mutually. 
dɔ  ...wa  vi. see through someone. 
dɔ nsai  adv. without knowledge. 
dɔ na  n. knowledge. 

dɔ nna  n. knowledgable person. 
dɔ sai  post. ignorant of. 

— adv. ignorantly, without knowing. 
dɔ saikɛ  n. ignorance. 

dɔ ̃̀  n. granary. 
dɔ ̃̀ bo  vt. build granary. 
dɔ ̃̀ kpatɛ  vt. make foundation for 

granary. 
dɔ gaa  [dɔ̃g̀áá] n. ladder. 
dɔ nna  [dɔṇ̃a] n. double-spurred francolin, 

partridge. Francolinus bicalcaratus. 
dɔ ntɛ    [dɔṇ̃tɛ̃]́ n. white-throated 

francolin. Francolinus albogularis. 
dɔ ̃̀ɔ  [dɔ̃ɔ̀]̀ ideo. gliding down (throat). 
dɔ ɔdɔ ɔ  [dɔ̃ɔ̀d̀ɔ̃ɔ̀]̀ ideo. hairy. 
dufu  [dufú] adj. new, strange. 

dufudufukɛ  n. capriciousness. 
dufukũ  [dufúkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. become new, 

renewed (be). 
dúgudugu  [dúgúdúgú] ideo. crushed. 
dùgudugu  [dùgùdùgù] adv. gloomy. 
duuna  [dùùna] n. sin. 

duunde  n. sinful person. 
duundekɛ  n. sinfulness. 
duunsaide  aadj. sinless. 

duunago ...wa  [dùùnago gò] vi. 
remove/forgive sin. 

duunakɛ  [dùùnakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. sin. 
duunkɛnna  n. sinner. 

duunakɛ   ...nɛ  [dùùnakɛ ̃kɛ̃]̀ vi. 
separate/forgive sin. 

duunakɛ  namma  n. forgiveness of 
sins. 

duun'ɔgɔ  [duuṇ'ɔg̀ɔ]́ n. bribe. 
duun'ɔgɔ si  vt. take bribe. 
duun'ɔgɔsinna  n. bribe-taker. 

E  -  e 
 
e  ['e 'è] vi. able (be), might. 

— vt. 1) see. 2) think, judge, have 
opinion. 

ee  ['éè] cnj. 1) until. À basì ee à kpàsa. 
He ran until he tired. Basi ee ǹ ka gũ. 
Run until you arrive there. 1) before. 
Su bɛ ee legũ kũ ma. Return home 

before it rains. 
ee tia  adv. still, until now. 

e'e  ['é'é] intj. expressing emotion. 
ee'ee'ee  ['ee'ee'ee] adv. sound of crying. 
ese  ['ésé] n. millet varieties including 

sorghum. 
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ese kɛkɛ  vt. harvest millet/sorghum. 
esekɛkɛgɔɔ  ['ésékɛkɛgɔɔ] n/adv. 

sorghum/millet harvest. 
esɔ   ['esɔ]̃ cnj. but, however. 

Ɛ  -  ɛ 
 
ɛ  ['ɛ ́'ɛ]̀ vi. break. 

— vt. break. 
ɛ'ɛ  vt. break (many). 
ɛna  ['ɛńà] adj. broken. 

-ɛ  [ɛ]̀ ptcl. 1) clause emphasis marker. 
2) Identity copula. Sabi ɔgɔdeɛ. Sabi is 
a rich man. 

ɛɛ  ['ɛɛ]́ adv. forward. 
— post. in front of, ahead of. 
— n. front, forehead. Syn: mi'ɛɛ. 

ɛɛ ... kutɛna  vi. upsidedown (be). 
ɛɛ wɛtɛ  vt. seek 

advancement/promotion. 
ɛɛde  n. leader. 

ɛɛ́  ['ɛɛ́]̀ n. cripple, lame person. 
ɛɛdekɛ(yã)  ['ɛɛd́ekɛɲá] n. leadership. 

ɛɛdesai  n. lack of leaders. 
ɛɛdɔ ...ma  ['ɛɛd́ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. face. 
ɛɛkutɛ  ['ɛɛḱútɛ ́kùtɛ]́ vi. bow head. 
ɛɛlia  ['ɛɛ́ĺíà] n. antenna, aerial. From: 

English. 
ɛɛpɛ ...wa  ['ɛɛṕɛ ́pɛ]̀ vi. head for. 
ɛfɛ  ɛna  ['ɛf̀ɛɛ̃na] adj. shallow. Lit: 'small 

hole/depth'. Variant: wɛfɛɛ̃na. 

ɛfɔ  ['ɛf̀ɔ]́ n. spinach, greens. From: Areal. 
ɛkɛ  ['ɛkɛ] n. lie. 

ɛkɛde  n. liar. 
ɛkɛdekɛ  n. untruthfulness. 
ɛkɛyã  n. lie, falsehood. 

ɛkɛbo  ['ɛkɛbo bò] vt. disbelieve. 
ɛkɛdɔ ...wa  ['ɛkɛdɔ dɔ]̀ vt. falsely accuse. 

Variant: ɛkɛna ...wa. 
ɛkɛto (...nɛ)  ['ɛkɛto tò] vi. lie, tell lie. 
ɛtɛ1  ['ɛt̀ɛ]́ n. market. 

ɛtɛnɛ  ['ɛt̀ɛńɛ]́ n. itinerant trader. 
ɛtɛ2  ['ɛtɛ ́'ɛt̀ɛ]́ vt. open wide (mouth, legs). 
ɛzɛ  ['ɛz̀ɛ]́ n. 1) supernatural impersonal 

force. 2) medicine, black magic. 
ɛzɛ kɛ ...nɛ  vt. treat medically, do 

magic on. 
ɛzɛ vãi  n. black magic. 
ɛzɛ vãi kɛ ...nɛ  vt. bewitch, poison. 
ɛzɛde  n. medicine man, herbalist. 
ɛzɛdekɛ  n. magical/medical art. 

ɛzɛvãide  ['ɛz̀ɛvãìde] n. witch. 

Ɛ   -  ɛ   
 
ɛ   ...nɛ  ['ɛ ̃'ɛ̃]̀ vi. avoid, dodge, deviate 

from. 
ɛ  mbusu  ['ɛ̃ṃ́́busu] n. porcupine. Hystrix 

cristata. 
ɛ  mpu  ['ɛṃpu] n. grass species. 
ɛ  mpui  ['ɛ̃ṃ́́púi] n. harmattan, winter. 
ɛ  na  ['ɛ̃ńá] n. mouse, rat. 

ɛ  nanɔ kia n. pygmy mouse. Mus 
minutoides. 

ɛ  nda  ['ɛ̃ṇ́́da] n. marsh cane-rat. 
Thryonomys swinderianus. 

ɛ  ni  ['ɛ̃ńí] adj. cold. 
— n. wind, breath, air. 

ɛ  nide  n. madman. 
ɛ  nidã  ['ɛ̃ńídã ́dã]̀ vi. boast, proud (be). 

ɛ  nidãbɔ  n. something boasted about. 

ɛ  nidãnna  n. boaster, proud person. 
ɛ  nikɛ  ['ɛ̃ńíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. cold (be). See: 

/nidɛkũ/ 'get cold (thing)'. 
ɛ  nima  ['ɛ̃ńíma mà] vi. feel cold. 
ɛ  nipa  ['ɛ̃ńípá pà] vi. dry out (clothes). 
ɛ  nipɛ  ['ɛ̃ńípɛ ́pɛ]̀ vi. windy (be). 
ɛ  nisɛ  ['ɛ̃ńísɛ ́sɛ]̀ vi. swell up. 
ɛ  nivũ (...wa)  ['ɛ̃ńívṹ vù̃] vi. blow air. 

ɛ  nivũ ...nɛ kũ lɛhɛdo  vi. fan. 
ɛ  nizaga  ['ɛ̃ńízàga] n. windstorm (before 

rain). 
ɛ  nkpokona  ['ɛ̃ŋ̣́́kpókona] n. house rat. 

Rattus rattus. 
ɛ  nsuu  ['ɛ̃ṇ́́súú] n. musk shrew. Crocidura 

esp. 
ɛ  ntɔlɔtɛ  na  ['ɛ̃ṇ́́tɔlɔtɛ ̃ńá] n. gerbil. 

Taterillus. 
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F  -  f 
 
fa  [fá] adv. really. From: Areal. 
faa  n. common sense. 

faade  aadj. sensible. 
faasai  aadj. senseless, foolish. 
faasaide n. fool. 
faasaikɛ  n. foolishness. 
faasaiyã  n. folly. 

fàa  [fàà] adj. easy, cheap, inexpensive. 
faaba  [fààbá] n. help. From: Areal. 
faabakɛ  [fààbákɛ kɛ]̀ vt. deliver, save. 

faabakɛnna  n. deliverer, saviour. 
faaga  n. donkey. 

faagada  n. female donkey. 
faaganɛ  n. foal of donkey. 
faagasa  n. male donkey. 

faai  [fàai] n. 1) chatting. 2) something 
easy to do. 

faaibo  [fàaibo bò] vi. chat, talk about. 
faaibokĩi  [fàaibokĩi] n. chatting place. 
faaibikĩa  adv. chatting place. 

fadama  n. garden. From: Hausa. 
fadamade  n. gardener. 

fan  [fáṆ̀] cn. pound. From: English via 
Hausa. 

fata  n. leather loincloth. 
fata yi  vt. wear loincloth. 

fã (...wa)  [fã ́fã]̀ vt. sprinkle (on), cast 
(net). 

fã ...ũ  vt. sprinkle in. 
fãfã  [fãf́ã fãf̀ã]̀ vt. winnow. 

fãa  [fãà] n. shrub species. Morelia 
senegalensis. 

fãakã  [fãá́kã fãà̀kã] vi. scatter. 
— vt. scatter. 

fãatɛ    [fãátɛ̃]́ n/adv. daytime, midday. 
fãkɛ  [fãkɛ kɛ]̀ vt. sprinkle. 
fãnda  [fãnda] n. motorbike. From: English: 

Honda via Hausa. 
fãtɛ  [fãt́ɛ ́fãt̀ɛ]́ vt. spread to dry. 
fe  ptcl. even. 
fedetɛ  na  [fedetɛ̃ńá] n. laughing dove. 

Streptopelia senegalensis. 
fefe  [féfé] n. butterfly. 
fete  [fète] n. fight. 

fetede  n. fighter. 
— aadj..CONTentious, quarrelsome. 

feteka  [fèteká kà] vi. start fight. 

fetekɛ  [fètekɛ kɛ]̀ vi. fight. 
fetekũ ...do  [fètekŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. rage at. 
fɛ  [fɛ fɛ]̀ vi. fly. 

fɛfɛ  [fɛfɛ ̀fɛf̀ɛ]̀ vi. fly around. 
fɛnna  [fɛṇ̀a] aadj. flying. 

fɛtɛ  [fɛtɛ ́fɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. 1) rise, get up, ascend, 
resurrect. 2) spoil (food). 
— vt. raise. Variant: fatɛ. 

fɛtɛ ...do/ma  vi. rise up against. 
fɛtɛ ... zɛ  vi. stand up. 

— vt. stand up. 
fɛtɛnkanalayã  [fɛtɛŋ̣́kánàlaɲạ́] n. 

tradition. 
fɛtɛnkanalayã kɛ  vt. follow tradition. 

fɛ   ...do  [fɛ̃ ́fɛ̃]̀ vi. rebel against, not respond 
to. 

fɛ  ɛ  [fɛ̃ɛ́]́ adj. small, narrow. 
fɛ  ɛna  [fɛ̃ɛ́ńá] adj. small, narrow. 
fɛ  ɛnkonɔ  [fɛ̃ɛ́ŋ́kónɔ]̀ adv. very small, 

narrow. 
fɛ  ɛkɛ  [fɛ̃ɛ̀kɛ kɛ]̀ vt. squeeze, wring out, 

press. 
fɛ  ɛkɛkĩi  n. press. 

fɛ  fɛ    [fɛ̃f́ɛ ̃fɛ̃f̀ɛ̃]̀ vi. grow thin/skinny. 
fɛ  fɛ  na  adj. thin, skinny. 

fɛ  fɛ  kɛ  [fɛ̃f̀ɛk̃ɛ kɛ]̀ vt. separate (fighters). 
fɛ  fɛ  kpa  [fɛ̃f̀ɛk̃pa kpà] vt. suck (lemon, 

bone). 
fɛ  kpa  [fɛ̃ḱpá kpà] vi. grimace, inflamed 

(be). 
fɛ  kpana  padj. inflamed, angry. 

fɛ  na  [fɛ̃ǹá] n. knife. 
fɛ  nda  [fɛ̃ṇ̀̀da] n. sword. 
fɛ  ndade  n. swordsman. 

fɛ  nti  [fɛ̃ṇ́́ti] n. paint. From: English via 
Hausa. 

fɛ  nti lɛ  vt. paint. 
fidikona  [fídíkona] n. carpet viper. 
fii1  [fíí] n. dew. 

fii ... kpa ...wa  vi. settle (dew). 
fii ... kwɛ  vi. fall to ground (dew). 

fii2  [fíí] n. horse-hair, horse-hair trap. 
fiikpakpa  [fííkpákpa kpàkpà] vt. trap birds 

with horse-hair trap. 
fiikpakpanna  n. bird-trapper. 

fio1  [fiò] n. tsetse fly. Glossina morsitans. 
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fio2  [fiò] n. whistle. 
fiona  n. hiss. 

fiokɛ  [fiokɛ kɛ]̀ vt. find unexpectedly. 
fiombo  [fiòṃbo bò] vt. hiss at in disgust. 
fionaga (...wa)  [fiònagá gà] vi. hiss at, 

mock. 
fionaganna  [fiònagàṇa] n. mocker. 

fiopɛ  [fiòpɛ ́pɛ]̀ vi. whistle. 
fiopɛnna  n. whistler. 

fitia  [fìtià] n. light, lamp. From: Dendi. 
fitia dɛ  vt. extinguish lamp. 
fitia gbe n. light bulb. 
fitia na  vt. light lamp. 

fitiadɛbɔ  [fìtíàdɛbɔ]̀ n. lamp snuffer. 
fitiadibɔ  [fìtiàdibɔ]̀ n. lampstand. 
fĩ  n. story, tale. 
fĩ (...wa)  [fi ̃ ́fi ̃]̀ vi. swarm around. 

— vt. twist, steer, drive, wrap. 
fĩ kɔ di  vi. twist around. 
fĩbɔ  n. rudder, steering wheel, handles 

(bike). 
fĩfĩ (...wa)  [fi ̃f́ĩ fi ̃f̀i ̃]̀ vt. twist (many). 
fĩnna  n. driver. Syn: bakanna. 

fĩa  [fĩà] n. debt, payment. 
fĩa la ...wa  vi. ask for debt payment. 
fĩade  n. debtor. 

fi  ̃̀a  [fi ̃à̀] n. whip. 
fĩabo (...do) (...nɛ)  [fĩàbo bò] vi. 1) pay 

back, pay debt (with) (to). 2) take 
revenge on. 

fĩabobɔ  n. ransom. 
fĩabosai  adv. without payment. 

fĩasɛ ...wa  [fĩàsɛ sɛ]̀ vi. take credit/loan 
from. 

fĩasɛnna  n. debtor. 
fĩasi ...wa  [fĩàsi sì] vi. receive debt 

payment. 
fĩasinna  n. debt collector. 

fĩi  n. barren woman. 
fi  ̃̀i  [fi ̃ì] n. roundworm. 
fĩikũ  [fĩikũ kù̃] vi. become barren. 
fĩkã  [fi ̃k̀ã fi ̃k̀ã]̀ vt. distort. 

fĩkã ...di  vi. wind/twist around. 
fĩna  [fĩná] n. twin. 
fĩngolokpa  [fíŋ̣kolokpa kpà] vi. wrinkle, 

crease. 
fĩngolokpana  n. crease, wrinkle. 

fĩnini  [fi ̃ńíní] adv. decisively. 

fĩɔna  [fi ̃ɔ́ńá] aadj. small. 
fĩɔmpiinɔ  [fi ̃ɔ́ḿpiinɔ]̀ adv. too small. 
fĩɔnde  n. small one. 
fĩɔnkonɔ  [fi ̃ɔ́ŋ́kónɔ]̀ adj. very small. 
fĩɔũ  [fi ̃ɔ́Ṇ́́] padj. too little, just a little, 

few, very small/narrow. 
fĩɔũfĩɔũ  adv. little by little, very small. 

fĩtã  [fĩtã ́tã]̀ vi. tell story. 
fĩtãna  n. story. 
fĩtãnna  n. story-teller. 

flawa  [flawà] n. wheat flour. From: 
English. 

flawa dɛ  vt. knead dough. 
flawa ɛzɛ  n. yeast, leven. 

flawadɛna  [flawàdɛnà] n. dough. 
fogofogo  [fogòfógo] n. tree species. 

Hannoa undulata. 
foikɛ  [foikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. work for wages. 

foikɛnna  n. hired worker. 
foko  [fòkó] n. quicksand, spring. Variant: 

fogo (Kali). 
fookɛ  [foókɛ]́ vt. rear, discipline, bring up, 

tame. From: Hausa: horo. 
fookɛna  n. discipline. 
fookɛnna  n. trainer. 

foto1  n. Mandingo cola. Cola cordifolia. 
foto2  [fòto] n. photo, picture. From: 

English. 
foto kɛ  vt. draw (picture), snap photo. 

fotosi  [fotosí] n. vinaceous dove. 
Streptopelia vinacea. 

fɔɔ  [fɔɔ̀]́ intj. greetings, salutation. 
fɔɔna  [fɔɔ̀ńá] n. greeting. 

fɔɔkpa ...wa  [fɔɔ̀ḱpá kpà] vi. greet. 
fɔɔɔ  [fɔɔ̀ɔ̀]̀ adv. rising as in spoilt food. 
fɔ 1  [fɔ̃ ́fɔ̃]̀ vi. able. 
fɔ 2  [fɔ̃ ́fɔ̃]̀ vt. pierce, breach. 

fɔ fɔ   [fɔ̃f́ɔ ̃fɔ̃f̀ɔ̃]̀ vt. pierce (many). 
fɔ 3  n. baobab. Adansonia digitata. 
fɔ nna  [fɔ̃ṇ̀á] n. long term deep ulcer, 

abcess. 
fu  [fú fù] vi. float. Akũ mɔko pì fù. Then 

the axe floated. 
fu ...la  vi. float on. 
funa  n. floating. 

fu (...i) [fu fù] vi. fail (to). 
fu ...do  vi. defeat. A fùńdo sɛna. They 

were unable to lift it. 
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fu ...wa  vi. fail on account of. 
funa  n. failing, defeating. 

fua1  [fúa] n. brightness. 
fua2  [fùà] n. cap. 

fua ɛn'ɛn  n. sports cap. 
fua kpa  vt. put on cap/hat. 

fuakɛ  [fúakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. shine (moon). 
Fuanna  [fúaṇa] sn. Fulani. 
fufukɛ  [fùfùkɛ kɛ]̀ vt. cook by boiling. 

fufukɛna  adj. boiled. 
fuka  [fùká] n. lung. 
futa  padj. light. 

futankɛ  n. insignificance. 
futana  aadj. light. 
futankonɔ  adv. very light. 
futaũ  adj. too light. 

fùta  [fùtà] n. foam, froth. 
futakpa  [fùtàkpa kpà] vi. froth, foam. 
futankũ  [futaũkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. light (become). 
fuunakɛ  [fúúnákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. drizzle. 
fũfũkpa  [fũfũkpa kpà] vi. mouldy 

(become). 
fũnakɛ  [fù̃nakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. snort. 

G  -  g 
 
ga1  vi. die. 

— n. death (state). 
ga di ...nɛ  vt. condemn to death. 
ga itɛ  vi. drown. 
ga ...ma  vi. extinguished from (be). 
gaga  [gagà gàgà] vi. die (many). 
gagɔɔ  n/adv. day of death. 
gana  n. death (action). 
gasai  aadj. unquenchable. 

ga2  [gá gà] vt. pull. 
gaga  [gága gàgà] vt. pull repeatedly. 

gaa  [gáá] n. midrib of palm frond. 
gaafaa  [gáafaà] n. excuse, apology. 
gaafaakɛ ...nɛ  [gáafaàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. excuse, 

make apology. 
gaafaamansai  [gáafaàmàṇsài] n. 

unforgiving person. 
gaagaa  [gààgaa] n. fast moving spider. 
gaai  [gàai] n. saddle. 
gaakɛ  [gaakɛ kɛ]̀ vt. help. 

gaakɛna  n. help. 
gaakɛnna  n. helper. 

gaalula  [gààlúlà] n. violet dye. From: 
Dendi: garuure. 

gaalulade  aadj. violet, purple. 
gagyã  n. plague. 
gakwi  [gàkwí] n. glory. 

gakwide  adj. glorious. 
galafe  [galafè] aadj. grafted. From: 

English. 
galan  [galaṇ] cn. gallon. From: English. 
galaũ  [galaṃ̀] cn. gram. From: English. 

galige  n. flock, herd. From: Hausa. 
galua  [gálúá] n. kerosene tin. 

galua zɔ kɔ   n. forty four gallon drum. 
gambu  [gàmbu] n. door. From: Hausa. 
ganna  [gáṇ́á] n. oribi. Ourebia ourebi 

quadriscopa. 
ganvũ  [gàṇ̀vù̃] n. person who dies and 

came back to life. 
gasoe  [gàsoe] n. bushy tree species. 

Flueggea virosa. 
gatɛ  [gátɛ ́gàtɛ]́ vt. drag, pull, draw. 
gauta  n. African eggplant. Solanum 

aethiopicum. From: Hausa. 
gã  [gã]́ n. chisel. 

gã dɔ ...wa  vt. chisel, urge, press, 
force. 

ga ̃̀  n. helmeted guinea fowl. Numida 
meleagris. 

gãa  [gãà̀] n. group. 
gãagãa  adv. in groups. 

gãalɛ  [gãalɛ]́ n. village square, open area. 
gãe  [gãè] n. witch, wizard. 
gãgãsu  [gãgãsú] n. elbow. Syn: ɔkoso. 
gãgãsukɛna  [gãgãsukɛnà] n. cubit. 
Gãmbai  [gãm̀bai] n. Hausa 

person/language. 
gãn  [gãŋ̣̀̀] n. shoulder. 
gãngãn  [gãŋ̣́́gãŋ̣́́] adv. firmly, tight. 
gãngu  [gãŋ̣̀̀gu] adv. on shoulder. 
gãnguwa  [gãŋ̣̀̀guwa] n. shoulder blade. 
gãnna  [gãṇa] n. branch. 
gãnnakɛ  [gãṇakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. branch. 
gãsĩ  [gãs̀i ̃]́ n. arm, upper arm, wing. 

gãsĩde  aadj. winged. 
ga śĩ  [gãśĩ] n. rainbow. 
gãsĩdikĩi  [gãs̀ĩdikĩi] n. armrest. 
gãsĩlɛ  [gãs̀i ̃ĺɛ ́lɛ]̀ vi. flap wings. 



gãsĩpoto  gbãá 
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gãsĩpoto  [gãs̀i ̃ṕòto pòtò] vt. spread wings, 
find room/freedom. 

gãsĩpotokĩi  n. room, space. 
gãsĩwa  [gãs̀i ̃ẃá] n. elbow-grease. 

gãsiwa bobo ...wa  vt. put effort inro 
work. 

gba  [gba gbà] vt. give gift. Ma n gba ɔgɔ. I 
gave you money. 
— n. gift. 

gba aafia  vt. heal. 
gba lɛ ́ vt. give instruction. 
gba vĩa  vt. scare. 

gbá  n. 1) leg, foot. 2) meaning. 
gbá dɔ   vt. understand meaning. 
gbá koso  n. knee. Variant: koso. 
gbá koso mì  n. knee-cap. 
gbá zĩtɛ  adv. bottom of leg, foot. 
gbada  [gbáda] n. thigh. 
gbanɛ  [gbánɛ]́ n. toe. 

gbà  n. platform, chatting place. 
gbà kaka  vt. flood (river). 

gbada (...nɛ)  [gbada dà] vi. gift (to). 
gbadana  [gbadanà] n. gift giving. 
gbadanna  [gbadàṇa] n. giver of gift. 

gbadi  [gbádi dì] vi. take step. 
gbadibɔ  n. footstool. 
gbadidikĩi  n. step, stair. 
gbadina  n. footstep. 

gba'ɛtɛ  [gbá'ɛtɛ ́'ɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. open legs. 
gbagba  [gbàgba] n. molar. 
gbagbɛ  [gbágbɛ]̀ n. footprint. 
gbagusɛɛ  [gbagusɛɛ̀]́ n. bribe, corruption. 

gbagusɛɛ si  vt. take bribe. 
gbagusɛɛsinna  [gbagusɛɛ̀śìṇa] n. bribe-

taker, corrupt person. 
gba'ikusɛ  n. small black tortoise. 
gbakana  [gbàkana] n. calabash used for 

winnowing. 
gbako  [gbáko] n. cheek. 

gbako kã  n. facial hair. 
gbako wá  n. jaw. 

gbakũ  [gbákù̃] n. olive baboon. Papio 
anubis. 

gbalɛ  [gbálɛ]́ n. foot. 
gbalɛpu  n. white skin around foot 

above sole. 

gbandodo  [gbándodo] adv. scattered 
individually. 

gbanɛmida  [gbánɛḿìda] n. big toe. 
gbankɔkɔnna  [gbaŋ̣kɔkɔṇa] n. epilepsy. 

gbankɔkɔnde  n. epileptic. 
gbapãtɛ    [gbápãt́ɛ̃ ́pãt̀ɛ̃]̀ vi. stamp foot. 
gbapɛ(pɛ)kĩi  [gbápɛṕɛkĩi] n. foothold. 
gbapɛtɛ  [gbápɛt́ɛ ́pɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. plant foot, set 

foot. 
gbapɛtɛpɛtɛ ...wa  vi. trample on. 

gbasabombaasi  [gbásábóṃbáásí] n. calf 
muscle. 

gbasabona  [gbásábóná] n. lower leg, calf. 
Variant: sabona. 

gbasabon wá  n. shin bone. 
gbasɛ  [gbásɛ ́sɛ]̀ vi. lift foot, take step. 

gbasɛna  n. step, stepping. 
gbasɔ  [gbásɔ]̀ n. sock. 
gbata1  n. tree species. Isoberlinia doka. 

gbata si  n. large tree species. Guibourtia 
copallifera; Isoberlina tomentosa. 

gbata2  [gbàta] n. quiver. 
gbataa  [gbátaa] n. sole of foot. 
gbatahi  [gbátahi] n. top of foot. 
gbatuke  [gbátùke] n. heel. 

gbatuke kĩ  n. Archille's heel. 
gbawakazĩ  [gbáwakàzi ̃]́ n. ankle. 
gbawɛ  [gbáwɛ]́ n. ankle bone. 
gbayia  [gbáyíá yìà] vi. practice 

prostitution. 
gbayiana  n. prostitution. 
gbayianna  n. prostitute. 

gbazĩ  [gbãźi ̃]́ post. near leg. 
gbã1  [gbã ́gbã]̀ vi. grow. 

— vt. fire/shoot at. 
gbã2  n. bridge. 

gba da  vt. build bridge. 
gbãa1  [gbãá] n. strength, power, hardness. 

— adj. strong, mighty, hard. 
gbãade  n. strong person, authority. 
gbãagbãa adv. loudly. 
gbãakɛ  n. might, power. 
gbãasai  adj. weak, powerless. 
gbãasaide  n. powerless person, weak 

person. 
gbãasaikɛ  n. weakness, powerlessness. 

gbãa2  n/adv. today. 
gbãá  [gbãá] adj. tall, long. 

— n. length. 
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gbãágbãa adv. very long. 
gbãabe ...wa  [gbãábe bè] vi. overpower, 

rule over. 
gbãabenamma  n. oppression. 

gbãaka ...nɛ  [gbãáká kà] vi. encourage. 
gbãakpa ...wa  [gbãákpa kpà] vi. 

strengthen, reinforce, support, 
encourage, depend on. 

gbãakũ  [gbãákũ kù̃] vi. grow strong, 
strengthen, harden. 

gbãákũ  [gbãákŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. grow up, 
lengthen. 

gbãalafa ...nɛ  [gbãálafa làfà] vt. increase 
power/strength. 

gbãale  [gbãále lè] vi. get strong. 
gbãale ...wa  vi. lean on. 
gbãalekĩi  n/adv. source of strength. 

gbãamɔ ...nɛ  [gbãámɔ mɔ]̀ vi. oppress, 
lord it over, overthrow. 

gbãamɔnnɛ  n. oppression. 
gbãamɔnnɛde  [gbãámɔṇ́́ɛd́e] n. 

oppressor. 
Gbãapikide  [gbãápíkíde] n. Almighty. 
gbãata ...wa  [gbãáta tà] vi. lean on, 

depend on. 
gbãkɛ  [gbãkɛ ́gbãkɛ]̀ vt. shake. 

gbãkɛgbãkɛ  [gbãkɛǵbãkɛ ́gbãk̀ɛgbãk̀ɛ]́ 
vi. shake a lot. 

gbãkɛna n. movement, instability. 
gbãngbãn  [gbãŋ̣́́gbãŋ̣́́] adv. strong, fit, 

firmly. 
gbãnge  [gbãŋ̣́́ge] n. satin wood. Pericopsis 

laxiflora. 
gbãngo  [gbãŋ̣́́go] n. cave, cavity. 
gbãsĩ  [gbãs̀i ̃]́ n. 1) dirt, defilement, 

contamination. 2) wax, grime. 
— adv. dirty. 

gbãsĩ vĩ  vi. dirty (be). 
gbãsĩ woto  vt. remove 

dirt/defilement. 
gbãsĩde  aadj. impure, unclean. 
gbãsĩkɛ  n. dirtiness, pollution. 
gbãsĩsai  adj. clean, undefiled. 

— n. cleanness. 
gbãsĩsaide  n/aadj. holy, pure. 

gbãsĩbo ...nɛ  [gbãs̀i ̃b́o bò] vi. cleanse, 
purify. 

gbãsĩbogɔɔ  n/adv. purification day. 
gbãsĩgo ...wa  [gbãs̀i ̃ǵo gò] vi. remove dirt 

from. 
gbãsĩkɛ  [gbãs̀i ̃ḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. immoral (be), 

defile oneself. 
gbãsĩkɛna  n. immorality. 
gbãsĩkɛnna  n. immoral person. 

gbãsĩkpa  [gbãs̀i ̃ḱpá kpà] vi. get 
dirty/defiled. 

gbãtã  [gbãt́ã]́ adj. much. 
gbãtãu  [gbãt́ãŋ̣́́] adj. too much. 

gbãtɛ  [gbãtɛ ́gbãt̀ɛ]́ vi. startled (be), start. 
gbe  [gbè] n. egg, bulb. 
gbeda  [gbèda dà] vi. lay egg. 
gbee  [gbeè] n. bump, lump. 
gbegenda  [gbègéṇ́da] vi. roll, turn over 

in bed. 
— vt. roll. 

gbɛ ́ n. kapok, silk-cotton tree. Ceiba 
pentandra. 

gbɛtɛ    [gbɛt́ɛ̃]́ n. West African copal. 
Daniellia oliveri. 

gbɛ ̃̀  n. 1) stone, rock. 2) gizzard. 3) usual 
place. 4) print, whip mark. 

gbɛ ̃̀ di ... sɔ ̃̀wa  vt. calm feelings. 
gbɛ ̃̀ kpatɛ  vi. lay foundation. 
gbɛ ̃̀ kpatɛna  n. flat rock. 
gbɛ ̃̀ pɛtɛ  vt. erect stone/pillar. 
gbɛ ̃̀ wi  vt. smash rock. 
gbɛ ̃̀ ziũ  n. former condition. Variant: 

kuna ziũ. 
gbɛ ̃̀ zu  vt. throw stone. 
gbɛde  aadj. rocky, stony. 
gbɛsi  [gbɛs̀í] n. large rock. 

gbɛ'a  [gbɛ'́á] n. manioc, cassava. 
gbɛba  [gbɛb̀à] n. slingshot. 
gbɛɛ (...wa)  [gbɛɛ ́gbɛɛ̀]́ vt. release, let 

down. 
gbɛɛ ...nɛ  vt. send/release for. 
gbɛɛ ...wa  vt. send to. 
gbɛɛ zĩtɛ  vt. drop on ground. 

gbɛ'i  [gbɛ'̀í] n. spring water. 
gbɛkana  [gbɛk̀ana] n. leopard. Panthera 

pardus. 
gbɛkɔsɔ  [gbɛk̀ɔs̀ɔ] n. gravel. 
gbɛlua  [gbɛl̀ua] n. overhanging rock. 
gbɛpaanna  [gbɛp̀ààṇa] n. stonecutter. 
gbɛsĩsĩ  [gbɛs̀i ̃s̀ĩ] n. mountain. 

gbɛsĩsĩde  aadj. mountainous, hilly. 
gbɛsɔkɔ  [gbɛs̀ɔkɔ] n. chasm. 
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gbɛti  [gbɛt́í] n. kapok (fibre). 
gbɛũ  [gbɛù̃̀] post. in place of. 
gbɛwɛ  [gbɛẁɛ]̀ n. cave. Variant: gbɛ'ɛ. 
gbɛwɛ'ɛ  na  [gbɛẁɛ'̀ɛ̃ńá] n. hyrax. 
gbɛwinna  [gbɛẁìṇa] n. rock breaker, 

hired labourer. 
gbɛzã  [gbɛz̀ã]́ adv. last, late. 

— post. after (temporal). 
gbɛzãde  n/aadj. last. 

gbɛzãngua  [gbɛz̀ãŋguà] n. crevice. 
gbɛzɛ  [gbɛz̀ɛ]̀ n. heap. 

gbɛzɛ kɛ  vt. make heap of. 
gbɛzu  [gbɛz̀u] n. stone's throw. 
gbɛ  1  [gbɛ̃]́ n. person. 

gbɛ   be  vt. cheat someone. 
gbɛ   dɛ  vt. murder, kill person. 
gbɛ   do  n. one person, other person. 
gbɛ   pãpã  n. useless person, immoral 

person. 
gbɛ   yaa  vt. mock. 
gbɛ   yaka  vt. accuse, slander. 
gbɛ   zĩtɔ  n. foreigner. 
gbɛ   zɔ kɔ   n. big man, leader. 
gbɛ  saide  aadj. lacking in population. 

gbɛ  2  [gbɛ ̃gbɛ̃]̀ vt. beat, spank, thresh. 
gbɛ  bɔ  n. rod (for beating). 
gbɛ  gbɛ    [gbɛg̃bɛ̃ ̀gbɛ̃g̀bɛ̃]̀ vt. beat, flatten. 
gbɛ  na  n. beating. 

gbɛ  ̃̀  n. buttocks. 
gbɛ  ̃̀ gbia kɛ  vt. lazy (be). 
gbɛ  ̃̀ kpɛ  post. stern, back of (boat). 

gbɛ  'aafiawɛtɛnna  [gbɛ̃'́ààfiàwɛt̀ɛṇa] n. 
peace-maker. 

gbɛ  benna [gbɛ̃b́èṇa] n. cheat. 
gbɛ  bezaka  [gbɛ̃b́ezakà] n. deceptive 

weights. 
gbɛ  dake  [gbɛ̃d́áke] n. neighbour. 
gbɛ  dɛna  [gbɛ̃d́ɛnà] n. murder. 

gbɛ  dɛnna  [gbɛ̃d́ɛṇ̀a] n. murderer. 
gbɛ  do  [gbɛ̃d́o] n. companion, colleague. 
gbɛ  ɛ  n. dog. 
gbɛ  ɛgbonna  [gbɛɛ̃gboṇa] n. black-backed 

jackal. Canis adustus. 
gbɛ  gbiakɛ  [gbɛ̃g̀biakɛ] n. laziness, sloth. 
gbɛ  ke  [gbɛ̃ḱe] n. somebody, another 

person, nobody (NEG). 
gbɛ  kɔɔtɛnna  [gbɛ̃ḱɔɔ̀t̀ɛḱɛṇ̀a] n. sorcerer, 

black magician. 
gbɛ  kpɛbonna  [gbɛ̃ḱpɛbòṇa] n. betrayer. 

gbɛ  mpiki  [gbɛ̃ḿpíkí] n. everyone. Syn: 
baapiki. 

gbɛ  n  [gbɛ̃ṇ̀́] cn. people. 
gbɛ  ndo  [gbɛ̃ṇ̀́do] aadj. lonely, solitary. 
gbɛ  nɛsĩna  [gbɛñɛsi ̃ńá] n. human being, 

mankind. 
gbɛ  nɛsĩnkɛ  n. humanity. 

gbɛ  nɛsĩnkɛkɛ ...nɛ  [gbɛñɛsi ̃ńákɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 
gracious to (be), kind to (be). 

gbɛ  nɛsĩnkɛkɛna(nnɛ)  n. kindness, 
grace. 

gbɛ  nɛsĩnkɛnnɛde  n. kind/gracious 
person. 

gbɛ  nna  [gbɛ̃ṇ́a] n. friend. 
gbɛ  nnakpa ...do  [gbɛ̃ṇ́akpa kpà] vi. 

befriend. 
gbɛ  nnakpana  n. friendship. 

gbɛ  pãapãa  [gbɛ̃ṕãapãa] n. useless person. 
gbɛ  pena  [gbɛ̃ṕenà] n. gossip. 

gbɛ  penna  n. gossiper. 
gbɛ  sãtɛna  [gbɛ̃śãt̀ɛnà] n. deception. 

gbɛ  sãtɛnna  n. deceiver. 
gbɛ  sɔ sɔ na  [gbɛ̃śɔs̃ɔ̃ǹà] n. abuse. 

gbɛ  sɔ sɔ nna  n. abusive person. 
gbɛ  suabana  [gbɛ̃śuabanà] n. salvation. 
gbɛ  sukakpɛkɛ  [gbɛ̃s̀ukakpɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 

retreater, backslider. 
gbɛ  sukakpɛkɛna  n. retreat. 
gbɛ  sukakpɛkɛnna  n. backslider. 

gbɛ  tɛ    [gbɛ̃t̀ɛ̃]̀ adj. large. 
gbɛ  tɛ  gbɛ  tɛ    adj. very large. 

gbɛ  tɛ  kũ  [gbɛ̃t̀ɛ̃k̀ŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. grow big/fat. 
gbɛ  tɔdɛnna  [gbɛ̃t́ɔd́ɛṇ̀a] n. slanderer. 
gbɛ  'u  [gbɛ̃'̀ú] n. lower buttocks. 
gbɛ  vĩkĩi  [gbɛ̃v́ĩkĩi] n/adv. cemetery. 
gbɛ  wɛ  [gbɛ̃ẁɛ]̀ n. anus. 
gbɛ  yaadɔnna  [gbɛ̃ýáádɔṇ̀a] n. mocker, 

scoffer. 
gbɛ  yakanna  [gbɛ̃ýàkàṇa] n. accuser, 

slanderer. 
gbɛ  yãkansai  [gbɛ̃ɲ́ákàṇ̀sàí] n. heartless 

person. 
gbɛ  yɔ nna  [gbɛ̃ɲ́ɔṇ̀a] n. tempter. 
gbɛ  zabona  [gbɛ̃źãb̀onà] n. partiality. 
gbɛ  zugu  [gbɛ̃z̀úgú] n. upper buttocks. 
gbia  [gbía] adj. heavy, important. 
gbiakũ  [gbíakṹ kù̃] vi. get heavy. 
gbiasɛ ...nɛ  [gbíasɛ ́sɛ]̀ vt. put up security 

for, take responsibility for. 
gbii  [gbiì] n. African oak. Afzelia africana. 
gbĩ  n. smell. 

gbĩ nnanna  adj. sweet smelling. 
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gbĩkɛ  [gbĩkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. smell, stink. 
gbĩma  [gbĩma mà] vt. smell. 
gbokɛ  [gbokɛ kɛ]̀ vi. bark. 
gboo  [gbòó gbòò] vi. fall down, dislocate. 

— vt. break down, knock down. 
gbɔlɔgbɔlɔ  [gbɔlɔgbɔlɔ] ideo. very smooth. 
gbɔlɔngbɔlɔn  [gbɔĺɔŋ̣́́gbɔĺɔŋ̣́́] padj. 

polished. 
gbɔlɔngbɔlɔnna  [gbɔĺɔŋ̣́́gbɔĺɔṇ́́á] aadj. 

polished. 
gbɔɔ  n. bubal antelope. Alcelaphus 

buselaphus major. 
gbɔɔsi  [gbɔɔsí] n. reed species. 
gbɔ   [gbɔ̃]̀ n. excreta, faeces. 

gbɔ  kũ pisido  n. cholera. 
gbɔ butɛ  [gbɔ̃b̀utɛ ́bùtɛ]́ vi. diarrhoea 

(have). 
gbɔ kɔkɔ  [gbɔ̃k̀ɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. dung beetle. 

gbɔ kɔkɔ legũ  n. early Spring rains. 
gbɔ pa  [gbɔ̃p̀a pà] vi. defecate. 

gbɔ pakĩi  n. latrine, toilet. 
gbɔ pakĩa  adv. latrine, toilet. 

gbu  [gbú] post. under. 
— adv. underneath. Etym: Bisã: gbárú. 

geete  [gèète] adj. thick (book, liquid, 
person). 

gele  n. wheel. From: Hausa. 
gɛ  [gɛ ́gɛ gɛɛ gɛɛ̀] vi. go. Irregular 

verb..IMPRF /gɛ/́, tone does not 
weaken to M. SBJ /gɛ/. PRF /gɛɛ/ 
after 1p.& 2p, /gɛɛ̀/ after 3p. 

gɛ baasi  vi. go out, leak. 
gɛ ...do bàasi  vi. take. 
gɛ ... kpa  vi. accompany. 
gɛ ...ma  vi. go to. 
gɛkĩa  adv. destination. 
gɛkĩi  n. destination. 

gɛ ̃̀  n. corpse, dead person. 
— adv. dead. 

gɛ'ɛ  [gɛ'̀ɛ]̀ n. grave. Variant: gɛwɛ. 
gɛfɔɔna  [gɛf̀ɔɔńá] n. condolence. 

gɛfɔɔna kpa  vt. offer condolence. 
gɛfɔɔna si  vt. receive condolance. 

gɛgɛ  [gɛg̀ɛ]̀ n. clam, mussel. 
gɛkɔnkɔ  [gɛk̀ɔŋ̣́̀kɔ] n. person who will 

soon die. 
gɛngɛsɛkɛ  [gɛŋgɛsɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. lean on 

elbow, recline. 
gɛngɛsɛkɛna  adv. reclining. 

gɛnɔbɛ  [gɛǹɔbɛ] n. underworld, place of 
the dead, Hades. 

gɛnɔgbadɔkĩi  [gɛǹɔgbadɔkĩi] n. north. 
Syn: Sɛnna ɔdi. 

gɛnɔmidɔkĩi  [gɛǹɔmìdɔkĩi] n. south. Syn: 
Baugu ɔdi. 

gɛnsukɛ ...wa  [gɛṇ̀́sukɛ kɛ]̀ vt. go back 
and forth at. 

gɛ'ɔɔdɔ  [gɛ'̀ɔɔ́d́ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. mourn. 
gɛ'ɔɔdɔgɔɔ  n/adv. day of mourning. 

gɛpu  [gɛp̀ú] padj. inferior, imitation. 
gɛsɛ  [gɛs̀ɛ]̀ n. sole of foot. 

— adv. on foot. 
gɛsɛde  n. foot-soldier. 

gɛsɛbɔ  [gɛs̀ɛbɔ]̀ n. stretcher. 
gɛsɛpɛtɛ ...wa  [gɛs̀ɛp̀ɛt́ɛ ́pɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. trample 

on. 
gɛvĩ  [gɛv̀ĩ] n. funeral. 

gɛvĩkĩi  n/adv. cemetery, burial place. 
gɛwa  [gɛẁá] n. skeleton. 
gɛwɛ  [gɛ'̀ɛ]̀ n. grave. Variant: gɛ'ɛ. 
gɛwiki  [gɛẁíkí] n. death cry. 
gɛ    [gɛ ̃gɛ̃]̀ vi. enter. 

gɛ   ...di  vi. enter against (hostile), 
intrude on. 

gɛ   (...nɛ) ɛɛ  vi. go before/in front of, 
lead. 

gɛ   ...ũ  vi. enter into. 
gɛ   zɛla  vi. pass on way. 
gɛ   kpu  vi. enter house, set (sun). 
gɛ   ...wa  vi. pass, overtake. 
gɛ  kĩi  n. entrance. 

gɛ  ̃̀  n. razor, razor blade. 
gɛ  ɛ  [gɛ̃ɛ̀]́ n. replacement, successor. 

— post. replacement, substitute, 
instead of. 

gɛ  ɛbe  [gɛ̃ɛ̀be bè] vi. replace, succeed, 
represent. 

gɛ  ɛbena  n. replacement, succession. 
gɛ  'ɛɛde  n. leader. 
gɛ  gɛ  na  [gɛg̃ɛñà] n. impudence, arrogance. 

gɛ  gɛ  nade  adj. impudent, arrogant. 
gɛ  gɛ  nayã  n. boastful/arrogant word. 
gɛ  gɛ  nna  n. arrogant person. 

gɛ  gɛ  nakɛ  [gɛg̃ɛñàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. arrogant (be). 
gɛ  mbe  [gɛ̃ṃ̀̀be bè] vt. tread on heels of. 
gɛ  mbutɛ  [gɛ̃ṃ̀̀butɛ ́gɛṃ̀̀bútɛ]́ vi. stumble, 

trip. 
gɛ  n  [gɛ̃Ṇ̀̀] cn. times. 

gɛ  n do  adv. once. 
gɛ  nta  [gɛ̃ǹtá] n. 1) long grass species. 

2) thatched fence woven from it. 
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gɛ  o  [gɛ̃ò] num. fifteen. 
gɛ  o mɛndosai  num. fourteen. 
gɛ  o wɛɛdo  num. sixteen. 
gɛ  o wɛɛ'aakɔ   num. eighteen. 
gɛ  o wɛɛpia  num. seventeen. 
gɛ  ode aadj. fifteenth. 
gɛ  ogɛ  o  adv. in/by fifteens. 

gɛ  tɛ  [gɛt̃ɛ ́gɛ̃t̀ɛ]́ vi. continue, pass on way. 
gɛ  tɛ ...la/wa  vi. pass through/by/over. 
gɛ  tɛnna  n. passer-by. 

gɛ  zĩna  [gɛz̃i ̃ńá] n. violet tree. Securidaca 
longepedunculata. 

gi  [gí gì] vi. continue, persist, refuse to. 
gi ...di  vi. refuse, divorce. 
gi ...do  vi. spare. 
gi ...nɛ  vi. forbid, withhold, hinder. 
gi ...wa  vi. doomed (be). 
gina  adj. worthless, useless. 

gidi  [gídí] n. panic, unsettling. 
gidikɛ  [gídíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. panic, bewildered 

(be). 
gifa  [gífá] n. headscarf. 
gigidɔ ...wa  [gígídɔ dɔ]̀ vi. insist. 
gii  [gìí] adj. dry, empty. 
giika  [gìíká kà] vi. dry up, wither. 
gikɛ1  [gìkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 1) take long time, 

endure. 2) stubborrn (be). 
gikɛna  n. long time, delay. 

— adv. for a long time. 
giligize  [gílígíze] n. cloud. From: Hausa. 
gingĩnado  [gíŋ̣gi ̃ǹadò] n. zealot. 
ginsiki  [ginsiki] n. pillar. From: Hausa. 
gitaa  [gitaà] n. guitar. 

gitaa lɛ  vt. play guitar. 
gĩ  n. clay, wall. 

gĩ bo  vt. build wall. 
gĩde  aadj. walled. 

gĩa1  n/adv. yesterday. 
gĩa2  [gĩà] adv. first, not yet. 
gĩakɛ  [gi ̃á́kɛ]́ vi. do first/previously. 

gĩakɛ .. ku ...ni  vi. before (be). 
gĩbozĩ  n. clay work. 
gĩfɔ sai  [gĩfɔs̃ài] adv. without piercing wall. 
gĩlɛ  [gĩlɛ]́ n. opening in wall, gate in wall. 
gĩlɛbutɛ  [gĩlɛb́utɛ]́ n. gate. 
gĩmusude  [gĩmùsude] n. person on wall. 
gĩna  [gi ̃ǹa] n. self. 

gĩna busa  vt. humble oneself. 

gĩna di gbia  n. pretend to be great, 
consider oneself great. 

gĩna kakaa  vt. worry. 
gĩna kakankɛ  vt. worry. 
gĩna kɛ sa ...do  vi. make oneself equal 

with. 
gĩna kɛkɛ  vt. justify oneself. 
gĩna kũ(kũ)na  vt. control oneself. 
gĩna mɔ ...nɛ  vt. immodest (be). 
gĩna puiã kɛ  vt. do one's own will, 

selfish (be). 
gĩnaboyã  [gĩnaboŋá] n. defence. 
gĩnabusana  [gi ̃ǹabusánà] n. humility. 

gĩnabusanna  n. humble person. 
gĩnadãkpabɔ  [gi ̃ǹadãḱpábɔ]̀ n. charm. 
gĩnadedekɛ  [gi ̃ǹadedekɛ kɛ]̀ vi. gloat. 
gĩnadinagbia  [gi ̃ǹadinàgbía] n. pride. 
gĩnakũna  [gi ̃ǹakũnà] n. self-control. 

gĩnakũna dɔ   vt. excercise self-control. 
gĩnakũnadɔ nna  [gi ̃ǹakũnàdɔ̃ṇ̀a] n. self-

controlled person. 
gĩnalafanna  [gi ̃ǹalàfàṇa] n. insolent 

person. 
gĩnapuiãkɛnna  [gi ̃ǹapuiãkɛṇ̀a] n. self-

willed person, selfish person. 
gĩnasɛ musu  [gi ̃ǹasɛ sɛ]̀ vi. exalt oneself. 

gĩnasɛnnamusu  n. self-important 
person. 

go  [go gò] vi. remove, leave. 
— vt. open (eye, door). 

go ...la  vt. uncover. 
go ..nɛ  vi. move away from, leave. 

— vt. open in respect to. 
go ...wa  vi. remove from. 
gogo  [gogò gògò] vt. open, peel, strip 

off (bark). 
go kɔ wa [go gòkɔw̃à] vi. separate. 

— vt. separate (fighters). 
gó  n. mortar, boat. 

gó ... gbɛ    vt. suffer penalty/retribution. 
gó baka  vt. row/paddle boat. Syn: gó li. 
gó fĩ  vt. steer boat. 
gó zĩtɛpɔ  n. train. 
gonɛ  [gónɛ]́ n. pestle. 
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gò  n. rod, baton, stick, cane. 
gò kũ ...nɛ  vi. hold cane for (blind 

man). 
gobakabɔ  [góbàkabɔ]̀ n. paddle, oar. 

gobakanna  n. paddler, rower. 
gobikonna  [gobíkoṇa] n. false rubber tree. 

Holarrhena floribunda. 
gobonna  [góbòṇa] n. canoe maker. 
goda  [godá] n. corner. 
goe  [gòè] n. kidney. 
go'ɛɛ  [gó'ɛɛ]́ n. bow (of boat). 
gofĩnna  [gofi ̃ṇ̀a] n. pilot. 
goge  [gògé] n. violin. 

goge lɛ  vt. play violin. 
gogelɛnna  [gògélɛṇ̀a] n. violinist. 
go'itɛpɔ  [gó'ítɛṕɔ]́ n. canoe, boat. 

go'itɛpɔde  n. sailor. 
go'itɛpɔyikĩi  [gó'ítɛṕɔýikĩi] n. boat 

mooring. 
gokũnna  [gòkù̃ṇa] n. cane-holder. 
gomusu  [gómùsú] n. aeroplane. 
goni  [gòní] n. skill. From: Hausa. 

gonide  n. skilled person, gifted person. 
gooluba  [gòoluba] n. doum palm. 

Hyphaene thebaica. 
gopanna  [gopáṇ́á] n. staff, sceptre. 
gota  [gotà] n. ditch, gutter. From: English. 
gotɛ    [gòtɛ̃]́ n. large river gallery fig tree. 

Ficus trichopoda. 
gotɛ  gbãbɔ  [gòtɛg̃bãbɔ]̀ n. fig tree parasite 

species. Tapinanthus pentagonia. 
goto  n. beach. 
gotolɛ  [gotolɛ]́ n. shore. 
gɔɔ1  n. day, time. 

— cn. day. 
-gɔɔ  ptcl. day, time. 
gɔɔ bo  vt. observe day (as special). 
gɔɔ dokũ zi   ́ adv. on the same day. 

gɔɔ2  [gɔɔ]̀ n. cola nut. 
gɔɔbeedenɔ  n. that generation. 
gɔɔkenɔ  [gɔɔkenɔ]̀ adv. sometimes. 
gɔɔkepiki  [gɔɔkepíkí] adv. always, every 

day. Variant: gɔɔpiki. 
Gɔɔpikide  n. Eternal one. 

gɔɔkewa  [gɔɔkewà] adv. one day. 
gɔɔlakazĩ  [gɔɔlákázi ̃]́ adv. on the last day, 

in the last days. 
gɔɔpia  n. length of time. Lit: 'two days'. 
gɔɔpiakɛ  [gɔɔpiakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. spend time. 
gɔɔzɔ kɔ zĩ  [gɔɔzɔk̃ɔ̃z̀i ̃]́ adv. Friday. 
gɔsɔ  [gɔs̀ɔ]́ n. pimple. 
gɔ 1  n. man. Variant: Usually: nɔgɔña. 

gɔ  pusɛ  n. 1) single man (divorced or 

widowed). 2) boyfriend. 
gɔ 2  [gɔ ̃gɔ̃]̀ vi. become. 

gɔ  ...nɛ  vi. remain (for). 
gɔ  ...wa  vi. rest on. 
gɔ na ... ũ  n. becoming something. 

gɔ  ́ n. sap, adhesive. 
gɔ  ́na ...wa  vt. seal with gum. 

gɔ ɛ  n. bush with bitter root. Etym: Bisã: 
gↄṇ́̃á. 

gɔ gɔ kɛ  [gɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ kɛ]̀ vt. delay. 
gɔ kɛbɔ  [gɔk̃ɛbɔ]̀ n. male organ, penis. 

gɔ kɛbɔsai  n. impotence. 
gɔ kpa  [gɔ̃k̀pá kpà] vi. stain. 
gɔ mɔna  [gɔ̃m̀ɔńá] n. ladle. From: Areal. 
gɔ ɔ  [gɔ̃ɔ̀]̀ adv. immediately, straight away. 

gɔ ɔgɔ ɔ  adv. immediately. 
gɔ (sa)gbãa  [gɔs̃àgbãa] n. strong man. 

gɔ sagbãakɛ  n. manly strength. 
gu  n. place. N gɛ ̃ma guũ. You came to 

my place. 
gu bo ... zãngua  vt. put space 

between. 
gu dã  vt. guard (place). 
gu ... dɔ  vi. dawn. 
gu e  vt. see, have vision. 
gu e dãadãa vt. shortsighted (be), see 

poorly. 
gu fɛ  ɛna  n. small/narrow place. 
gu gii  n. dry/empty place. 
gu gwa  vt. look around, inspect area. 
gu kɛkɛ  vt. prepare place. 
gu kpakĩna  adv. on a level place. 
gu lezĩ  n. high place. 
gu ... li ...wa  vi. dizzy (be), giddy (be). 
gu ... li ...wa ...lɛtɛ  vi. faint. Gu lìwà 

à lɛt̀ɛ. He fainted. 
gu nidɛ  n. cold. 
gu nidɛ ma  vi. feel cold. 
gu pa ...di  [tv] surround. 
gu si ...wa  vi. get dark for. 

— vt. take up space for. 
gu sĩsĩde  n. hilly place. 
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gu waa  vt. sweep area. 
gu yɔ kpa  vt. spoil area, make mess. 
gu zɔ  ...nɛ  vt. block way for, intercept. 

guaũ  [guaù̃] post. among. 
gu'ãa  [gu'ãá́] n. wound, injury. 
guda  n. ululation. 
gudada  [gudada dà] vi. ululate. 
gudãkpakĩi  n. guardpost. 

gudãkpanna  n. guard. 
gudɛ  [gudɛ dɛ]̀ vi. cause trouble, meddle. 

— n. trouble, meddling. 
gudɛ kɛ  vt. make trouble. 
gudɛ ...nɛ  vi. report, tell on, slander. 
gudɛnna  [gudɛṇ̀a] n. trouble-maker, 

meddler. 
gudɛyã  n. trouble, meddling. 

gudokũ(a)  [gudokṹá] adv. in the same 
place. 

gudɔdo  [gudɔdò] n/adv. very early, 
predawn (5-6 am). 

gudɔkĩi  n. joint. 
gudɔlɛzĩ  [gudɔlɛźi ̃]́ n. dawn, daybreak. 
gudɔ(na)  [gudɔnà] n. dawn. 
gudugudugu  [gudùgùdùgù] n. semi-

darkness. 
gu'esai  [gu'esàí] adv. without sight. 
gufiili  [gufíílí] n. sports field. From: 

Hausa. 
gufĩɔna  [gufi ̃ɔ́ńá] adv. at dusk/twilight 

(morning). 
gufoo  n. hole (wall). 
guga  [gùgá] n. small pail (rubber). 
gugbangbɛ  [gugbáŋgbɛ]̀ n. bare area, 

wilderness. 
gugɛgɔɔ  n. departure time. 
gugɛ  nakɔ u  [gugɛñàkɔù̃̃] n. twilight, dusk. 
gugwakĩi  n. watchtower, observation area. 
gukakanakɔ u  [gukákánàkɔũ̀] adv. at 

dusk/twilight (evening). 
gukan  [gukaŋ̣] adv. nowhere, anywhere. 
guke  n/adv. somewhere, any place. 
gukepiki  [gukepíkí] n/adv. everywhere. 

Variant: gupiki. 
gukpado  n. remote place, concealed 

place. 
gulenkpakpa  [guleŋkpakpà kpàkpà] vi. 

move aound, move from place to 
place. 

gulimma  [guliṃá] n. dizzyness. 
gulokotoko  [gulòkòtòko] n. lagoon, bay. 
gupɛkɛkĩi  [gupɛkɛḱĩi] n. joint. 
gupua  n. light. 

gupuaũ  adv. in/from the light. 

gupuawa  adv. into the light/open. 
gupuakpa  [gupuakpá kpà] vi. give light. 
gupuakũ (...nɛ)  [gupuakŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. give 

light (to), become light. 
gupuakũnna  n. light-bearer. 

gusia  n. darkness. 
gusiayã  n. deed of darkness. 

gusiakũ ...nɛ  [gusiakŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. put in the 
dark. 

gusikɛ  [gusíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. disappear. 
gusitɛ  [gusitɛ]́ n. valley. 
gusɔkɔ  [gusɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. hidden/secluded place, 

crevice. 
gusɔkɔde  n. person from remote area. 

gutɛ  [gutɛ ́gùtɛ]́ vt. scoop. 
gutu  [gùtú] n. ungrateful person. 
guu  [gùú] n. chair, throne. 
guula  [gúúla] n. fish trap. 
guũ  [guù̃] n. middle, interior, inside. 

guũ pɔnɔ  n. inner parts. 
guwaa  [guwàá] n. rubbish, sweepings. 
guwãa  [guwãà] n. heat. 
guwãatɛ  na  [guwãàtɛ̃ńá] n. hot season. 
guwɛ  [guwɛ]̀ n. pit. 
guzãngua  [guzãŋguà] n. space. 
gũ  adv. there. 

gũ gɔ ɔ  adv. there immediately. 
gũa  sn. fellow wife. PL /gũanɔ/̀. 
gũakpa ...do  [gũakpa kpà] vt. 

jealous/envious of (be). 
gũakpana  n. jealousy, envy. 

gũma  [gù̃ma] n. bedbug. Cimex lectularius. 
From: Dendi: kùmá. 

gũnkpɛ  [gṹŋ́kpɛ] adv. bush, outskirts of 
town. 

gwa  [gwa gwà] vt. look at, look after. 
gwagwa  [gwagwà gwàgwà] vt. inspect, 

examine. 
gwanna  n. nurse, guardian. 

gwagwabaza  [gwagwabàza] n. wire 
mesh, fly wire. 

gwaiba  [gwáíbà] n. guava. Psidium 
guajava. From: English. 

gwãafĩ  [gwãáfi ̃]́ n/adv. night. 
gwee  [gwée] ptcl. perhaps. 
gyaade  n. ghost, spirit of dead person. 

Spirit of recently dead person who is 
still present in world. The long dead 
are called /gɛǹɔ/. 

gyaanɔ  [gyàanɔ]́ n. widow, widower. 
gyaanɔ be  vt. mourn for dead spouse. 

gyaawe  [gyáàwe] n. vine species. Baissea 
multiflora. 



gyaũ  ibɛtɛsɛ ...do 

78 Illo-Busa - English Dictionary 

gyaũ  [gyáṃ̀] intj. yuck, God forbid. 
gyã  n. sickness. 

gyãde  n. sick person, patient. Variant: 
gyãe. 

gyãesɛbɔ  [gyãesɛbɔ]̀ n. stretcher. 
gyãgbenɛ  [gyãgbènɛ]́ n. bacteria, germ. 
gyãgɛ  nabĩiũ  [gyãgɛñàbĩiù̃] n. plague. 

gyãkɛ  [gyãkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. sick (be). 
gyãkɛna  n. sickness. 
gyãkɛnna  n. sick person, patient. 

gyãpɛ  [gyãpɛ]̀ n. sick-bed. 
gyɛ  ntɛ  na  [gyɛ̃ǹtɛ̃ńá] n. shrub species. 

Ficus cordata. 

H  -  h 
 
hayasɛ  [hayasɛ sɛ]̀ vt. hire. From: English. 
hɛtianakɛ  [hɛtianakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. sneeze. Syn: 

nisãkɛ. 
higeyi  [higeyi yì] vi. engaged (get). From: 

Dendi. 
hũnkana  [hũŋkana] n. rumour. 
hũunakɛ  [hù̃unakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. bare teeth, 

growl. 

I  -  i 
 
i1  pro. 1) 2p.UNAC, 2p.HAB. 

idi  [idí] pro. 2p.HAB.NEG. 
i2  pro. 1) 3s.SUBS. 
i3  ['i 'ì] vi. 1) coagulate, harden, solidify. 

2) sleep (somewhere), pass the night. 
— vt. give birth to. 
— n. sleep. 

i ... dɛ  vt. sleepy (be). 
i gɛ  tɛ   ...do  vi. overtaken by sleep (be). 
i ...nɛ  vt. produce for. 
igɔɔ  n. day of birth. 
ikĩi  n. place to sleep. 
ina  n. birth. 

— aadj. by birth. 
inna  n. bearer, parent. 

i4  ['i] n. precise time. Gɔɔ kpete i à mà 
sai? At what time precisely did he feel 
better? 

-i  [ì] ptcl. end of sentence interrogative 
word marker. Variant: -ni (if IW 
occurs after verb). 

í1  ['í] n. 1) water, juice. 2) colour. 
3) taste. 4) covenant, concern, 
commitment. 

í ... butɛ  vi. leak. 
í bo  vt. exude fluid/water. 
í da  vt. fish (with net). Syn: í wɛ. 
í dã  vt. scoop water. 
í ka ...nɛ  vt. water, irrigate. 

í ka (...ũ)  vt. pour water (in). 
— vt. infected (be). 

í kokona  n. wave, breaker. 
í ... kɔtɛ  vi. loose colour, fade. 
í ku ...do  vt. covenant/concern with 

(have). 
í kũ ...wa  vt. pour libation. 
í li  vt. row, paddle. 
í nna ma  vi. live comfortably. 
í sɛtɛ  vt. bale out water. 
í tɔ  vt. draw water. 
í tɔ (tɔ ) ...wa  vt. drip water on. 
í wɛ  vi. fish. Variant: kpɔ wɛ, í dã. 
í wɛde  n. deep water. 

í2  pro. 2p.SUBS. 
ì  pro. 3s.HAB, 3s.UNAC. 

ìdi  [ìdí] pro. 3s.HAB.NEG. 
ia  ['ìá] n. trace, track. 
ibaa  ['ìbaa] n. courtier (of king, emir), 

disciple (of teacher). 
ibaa be  vi. courtier (be), disciple (be). 
ibaakɛ  n. service, discipleship. 

ibɛɛ  ['íbɛɛ̀]̀ n. enemy. 
ibɛtɛ  ['ibɛtɛ] n. enmity. 
ibɛtɛmidɛnna  ['ibɛtɛmìdɛṇ̀a] n. peace-

maker. 
ibɛtɛsɛ ...do  ['ibɛtɛsɛ ́sɛ]̀ vi. make enemies 
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with, oppose. 
Ibilisi  ['ibìlisì] n. the devil. From: Arabic. 
ibokĩi  ['íbokĩi] n. water source. 
ida  ['ída] n. lake. 
idanna  ['ídàṇa] n. fisherman. 
idãgã  ['ídãg̀ã] n. wave created by boat. 
idãnna  ['ídãṇ̀a] n. drinks waiter. 
idɔ nna  ['ídɔ̃ṇ̀a] n. swimmer. 
i'ɛ  ['í'ɛ]̀ n. spring (water). 
ifĩna  ['ífĩna] n. fly. 
igbãaminna  ['ígbãámìṇa] n. drinker of 

strong drink. 
igbɛ    ['ígbɛ̃]́ n. sailor. 
igo  ['igo gò] vi. 1) ruminate. 2) belch, 

burp. 
ikakĩi  ['íkákĩi] n/adv. pool. 
ikatɛna  ['íkátɛńà] n. pool of water, 

puddle. 
ikɛ  ['íkɛ 'íkɛ]́ vt. taste. 
iko  ['íko] n. law, authority. 

iko da ...nɛ  vt. lay down law. Variant: 
iko di ...nɛ. 

iko mɔ ...nɛ  vt. show authority to. 
iko kɛ ...wa  vt. rule over, exercise 

authority over. 
iko vĩ ...wa  vt. have authority over. 

ikoyã  ['íkoɲá] n. law, rule, command. 
ikoyã di ...nɛ  vi. enforce law. 
ikoyã ka  vi. obey law. 

ikoyãdinna  ['íkoɲádìṇa] n. lawmaker, 
law-enforcer. 

ikoyãkana  ['íkoɲákanà] n. law 
observance. 

ikoyãkanna  aadj. law-abiding. 
ikoyãkansai  n. lawbreaker, lawless 

person. 
ikɔ ɔ  ['íkɔ̃ɔ́]́ n. wave. 
ikɔ ɔga  ['ikɔ̃ɔ̀g̀a gà] vi. snore. 
ikpa  ['íkpá kpà] vi. swim. 

ikpakĩi  n. swimming pool. 
ikpakĩa  adv. swimming pool. 

ikpãngu  ['íkpãŋgu] n. chameleon. 
ikũ1  pro. 3s.SUBS.STAT. 
ikũ2  pro. 2p.HAB.STAT. 
íkũ  pro. 1) 2p.SUBS.STAT. 
ìkũ  pro. 3s.HAB.STAT. 
imi  ['ími mì] vt. drink (water). 

— n. thirst, drinking water. 
imi ... dɛ  vt. thirsty (be). 
imibɔ  n. cup, glass. 

imikĩi  n. drinking place, trough, bar. 
imina  n. drink. 

— aadj. lame (leg), withered. 
iminna  n. drunkard. 

imidɛnna  ['ímidɛṇ̀a] n. thirsty person. 
imimi  ['ímimì mìmì] vi. get thin, lose 

weight, paralysed (be), wither. 
inabi  ['inabi] n. grape. From: Hausa. 
inabi'i  ['inabi'i] n. wine. 
inabi'idãnna  ['inabi'idãṇ̀a] n. wine 

waiter. 
inabi'ifɛ  ɛkɛkĩi  ['inabi'ifɛ̃ɛ̀kɛkĩi] n. 

winepress. 
inabikɛkɛgɔɔ  ['inabikɛkɛgɔɔ] n. grape 

harvest. 
inanɛ  ['inànɛ] n. of legal birth. Lit: 'birth-

child'. 
indake  ['iṇ̀dake] n. relation, family 

member. Lit: 'birth-fellow'. 
inna  ['íṇ́a] n. comfort. Inna ku be. Home 

is comfortable. 
innakũ  ['íṇ́akũ kù̃] vt. make acute 

(hearing). 
innama  ['íṇ́ama mà] vi. comfortable (be). 

innama(na)  n. comfort, luxury. 
innamana be  vt. experience 

comfort/luxury. 
innamanna  n. one living comfortably. 

innamabebɔ  ['íṇ́amabebɔ]̀ n. luxury 
item. 

Inzila  ['inzila] n. Gospel, New Testament. 
Io  ['io] n. Illo, Busa town. 
i'o  ['i'o 'ò] vi. sleep. 

i'ona  n. sleeping. 
i'onna  n. sleeper. 

ipitana  ['ípìtanà] n. waterfall. 
isaa  ['ísàà] n. shallow water. 
isã  ['ísã] n. sun. Variant: isãtɛ.̃ 

isãtɛ   gbãadi  adv. in the heat of the day. 
isãtɛ   midanguaũ  adv. noon. 
isã mɔ kũ  vt. eclipse. Lit: 'sun catches 

moon'. 
isã nɛgɛnɛgɛ  n. cool sunshine. 

isãbokĩi  ['ísãbokĩi] n. sunrise. 
isãlɛtɛsai  ['ísãlɛt́ɛśàí] adv. before sunset. 
isee  ['íseé] n. fluid, lymph. 
isi1  ['ísí] n. deep water. 

isida  n. lake. 
isi2  ['ísí] adj. unripe, green. 
Isila'ila  ['isila'ilà] n. Israel. From: Arabic. 
isisina  ['ísisinà] n. bubble. 
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isokonakɛ  ['isokónákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. nod with 
sleep. 

isɔ   ['ísɔ̃]́ n. water current. 
itɛ  ['ítɛ]́ adv. in water. 
itɛ  kɛ  ['itɛ̃ḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. make vigil, deny 

oneself sleep. 
itonkpa  ['itóŋkpá kpà] vi. wrinkle. 

itonkpana  n. wrinkle. 
itonzɔ kɔ   ['itónzɔk̃ɔ̃]̀ n. standard-winged 

nightjar. Macrodipteryx longipennis. 
itɔkĩi  ['ítɔḱĩi] n. water supply. 

ituu  ['ítuu] n. water gourd/bottle. 
iwatɛ    ['íwátɛ̃]́ n. plain water. 
iwɛfɛ  ɛna  ['íwɛf̀ɛɛ̃na] n. shallows. 
iwɛgwabɔ  ['íwɛg̀wabɔ]̀ n. bathometer. 
iwɛnna  ['íwɛṇ̀a] n. fisherman. 
iwɛsaide  ['íwɛs̀àide] n. shallow water, 

ford. 
iwɛ  kɛna  ['íwɛk̃ɛnà] n. ripple. 
izɛ  ['ízɛ]́ n. waterway, watercourse. Syn: 

ibasizɛ. 

Ĩ  -  ĩ 
 
ĩa  ['ĩa] n. pain. 
ĩada ...wa  ['ĩada dà] vi. harm, punish, 

persecute. 
ĩadamma  ['ĩadaṃá] n. punishment, 

persecution, trouble. 
ĩadammade  n. persecutor. 
ĩadammagɔɔ  n. day of punishment. 
ĩadammakĩi  n. place of punishment. 

ĩi  ['i ̃í́] adv. discordant, disagreeable, 

blunt. 
— adj. discordant, disagreeable, blunt, 
unpleasant. Opposite to /nna/ 'sweet'. 

ĩi da ...zãngua  vt. alienate. 
ĩi ... gɛ   ... zãngua  vi. broken 

relationship (have). 
ĩikũ  ['i ̃í́kŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. disagreeable (become). 
ĩisɛ ...do  ['i ̃í́sɛ ́sɛ]̀ vi. hostile (be) with. 
ĩɔɔni  ['ĩɔɔní] n. earthworm. 

K  -  k 
 
ka  [ká kà] vi. 1) arrive, deserve, worthy 

(be). 2) swell. 
— vt. 1) pour, put many. 2) consider, 
take notice of. 

ka ...ba  vi. attain to. 
ka ...di  vi. surround, interfere. 
ka ɛɛ  vt. present. 
ka kɔ u  vt. gather together, associate. 

— vi. tangle. 
kakɔ u  n. tangle, confusion. 
ka ...ma  vt. reach. 
ka ...ũ  vi. please. 
ka ...sɛɛ  vi. approach, draw near to. 
kabɔ  n. receptacle. 
kakĩi  n. destination. 
kana  [kánà] n. arrival, swelling, 

stature. 
kanakɔ u  n. meeting. 

ká  n. crab. 
kà  n. arrow, stinger. 

kà gbã  vi. shoot at. 
kà gbã ...di  vt. shoot at. 
kà wɛ ́ n. arrow head. 
kà zu  vt. shoot arrow. 

kaa1  [kaà] n. fence, pen, garden. 
kaa ka  vt. build fence/pen. 

kaa2  [kàa] n. cake. 
kaa ...di  [kaa kàà] vi. lose, miss. 
kaaga  n. bed. Syn: wutɛbɔ. 
kaai  [káaì] intj. hey. Kaai, to. Hey, stop it! 
kàai  [kààì] intj. take care. 
kaaku  [káákú] adj. first, early. 

— adv. early. 
kaakude  aadj. first. 
kaakukaaku  adv. very early. 

kaakũ  [káakŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vt. wound seriously. 
kaakũna  adj. badly wounded, crippled. 

kaala  [káálá] n. complaint, report. 
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kaala kɛ  vt. report, lay chage. 
kaatɛ  [kaatɛ ́kààtɛ]́ vi. perish. 

— vt. throw away. 
kaatɛ ...nɛ  vt. cause to be lost/perish, 

careless with another's property. 
kaatɛna  n. destruction. 

— adv. destroyed. 
kaatɛnna  n. destroyer. 

kaati  [kàatí] n. flour for cake. 
kadatuntuna  [kádatuntuna] n. Senegal 

coucal. Centropus senegalensis. 
kafe  [kàfe] n. coffee. From: English. 
kafu  [káfú] n. saddle blanket for donkey. 

From: Hausa. 
kafu di ...nɛ  vt. put saddle blanket on. 

kagba  [kàgba] n. poison arrow. 
Kai  n. Busa village. 
kaka1  [kàká] n. fig tree species. Ficus 

capreaefolia. 
kaka2  [káka kàkà] vi. swell. 
kakaa  [kákaa kàkaa] vt. gather, pack. 

kakaa kɔ u  vt. mix together. 
kakaa ...la  vt. put on, wear. 
kakaa ...nɛ  vt. force on (food). 
kakaakakaa  vt. gather up (many). 
kakaakĩi  n. meeting place. 
kakaana  padj. gathered. 

kakakaka  adv. shaking of body. 
kakana  [kákáná] n. Gambian sun squirrel. 

Heliosciurus gambianus. 
kakankɛ  [kakaŋ̣́kɛ kɛ]̀ vt. worry about, 

disturb. 
kakĩkɛ ...nɛ  [káki ̃ḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. protect. 
kakokona  [kàkokonà] n. anchor. 
kakũkakũ  adj. rough. 
kalanguna  [kalaŋgúná] n. tension drum. 

From: Hausa. 
kalanzini  [kàlànzinì] n. kerosene. From: 

English. 
kalatu  [kalatú] n. reading. From: Hausa. 
kalatudɔ saide  [kalatúdɔs̃àide] n. 

illiterate person. 
kalatukɛ  [kalatúkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. read. 

kalatukɛna  n. reading, education. 
kalatukɛnna  n. reader, literate person. 

kalatukpɛ  [kalatúkpɛ]́ n. school. 
kambugbɛ  [kàmbugbɛ]̀ n. flint. 
kan  [kaṇ] aadj. no, not any. 
kaolɛ ...wa  [kaolɛ ́lɛ]̀ vi. paw the ground. 
kasa1  [kása] n. potash. 

kasade  aadj. alkaline, brackish. 

kasakasa  [kasakasa] adj. brackish. 
kasa2  [kásá kàsá] vt. form, shape. 
kasa3  [kàsà] adj. rough, mature. 
kasakasa  [kàsàkàsà] ideo. fussing over. 
kasakũ  [kàsàkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. mature (be). 

kasakũna  aadj. mature (person). 
kasapu  [kàsàpú] n. long grass species. 

Woven as fence called /gɛñta/. 
kaseedi  vi. announcement, proclamation. 
kaseedika  [kaseediká kà] vi. announce, 

proclaim. 
kaseedikana  n. proclamation, 

announcement. 
kaseedikanna  n. herald, proclaimer. 

kaso1  [kasó] n. toad. 
kaso2  [kàsó kàsò] vt. break off. 

— vi. break off. 
— padj. limited, not whole. 

kasona  [kàsóná] n. broken piece. 
kasokasona  padj. brittle. 

kata1  [kátà] n. navel. 
kata bà  n. umbiliacal cord. 

kata2  [kàta] n. entrance hut. 
kata'ɔlɛ  [kàta'ɔlɛ] n. entrance hut with 

opposite doors. 
katɛ  [kátɛ ́kàtɛ]́ vt. establish, construct. 

— vi. stand, sit, lie around (many). 
katɛna  n. establishment. 

— padj. gathered, placed, spread. 
katɛnna  n. establisher. 

kati  [kàtì] n. shackle. Variant: kpàti. 
katikati kpa ...nɛ  vt. shackle, 

handcuff. 
kawesi  [kawesì] n. papaya. Carica papaya. 
kã1  n. ridge. 

kã guaũ  n. furrow. 
kã2  [kã ́kã]̀ vt. tighten. 

— vi. satisfy, sate. 
kãna  n. satisfaction, abundance. 

— padj. satisfied, full. 
ka ́  n. hair, feather. 

ka ́ baba  vt. pluck. 
ka ́ bo  vt. haircut (have). 
ka ́ dɛ  vt. discourage. 
ka ́ ... ga  vi. discouraged (be). 
ka ́ donadona  n. variegated hair/coat 

(animal). 
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ka ́ kɛkɛ  vt. shear wool. 
kãaakɛ  [kãaakɛ kɛ]̀ vt. see from afar. 
kãakãaki  [kãà̀kãà̀kí] n. trumpet. 

kãakãaki pɛ  vt. blow trumpet. 
kãbuuna  [kãb́úúná] n. vinaceous dove. 

Streptopelia vinacea. 
kãfɔ   [kãf́ɔ]̃ n. Sodom apple. Calotropis 

procera. 
kãgbãade  [kãǵbãàde] n. strong spirited 

person. 
kãi  [kãì́] adv. near. 

— aadj. nearby, close. 
kãina  aadj. close one, nearby one. 
kãikãi  adv. very close. 

kãikũ  [kãì́kŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. draw near, come close. 
kãkãgyã  n. oedema, swelling of legs. 

kãkãgyãkɛnna  n. person suffering 
from oedema. 

kãmabo  [kãḿábó] vi. rest. 
kãmabogɔɔ  n. rest day. Variant: 

kãmabozĩ. 
kãmabogɔɔzĩ  n. Sabbath. 
kãmabokĩi  n. resting place. 
kãmabona  n. rest. 
kãmabosai adv. without rest. 

Kãmasɔ ɛ  [kãmasɔ̃ɛ̀]̀ n. Anasua, Busa 
village. Etym: kãḿáswa. 

kãndo  [kãṇ́́do] adv. suddenly. 
kãngwe  [kãŋgwe] n. millipede. 
kãnna  [kãṇ́á] n. small tree species. 

Gardenia Erubecens. 
kãsãnkɛ  [kãsãŋkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. faint, unconscios 

(be). 
kãwotokɛ  [kãẃòtokɛ kɛ]̀ vi. moult. 
ke  aadj. a (specific), another, none 

(in.NEG clause). When following 
nominal suffixes /na, nna/, the /a/ 
elides. 

kenɔ  [kenɔ]̀ aadj. some, certain. 
— pro. some, others. 

keeke  [kèèke] n. bicycle. 
kete1  [kéte] n. shoe, sandal. 
kete2  [keté] adj. small. 

ketekete  adj. small. 
keteketennɔ  adj. very small. 

kɛ  [kɛ kɛ]̀ vi. be. 
— vt. do, make, create. 

kɛ bisibisi  vi. dazed (be). 
kɛ dokũ  vi. same (be). 

kɛ pɔnɔpɔnɔ  vt. make fun of, mock. 
kɛ sai  vi. die, cease living. 
kɛbɔ  n. substance, material. 
kɛgɔɔ  n. time of fulfillment. 
kɛna  n. act, deed, bahaviour, creation, 

duty, being, happening. 
kɛna sɛ  vt. follow example of. Syn: ɔlɛ 

sɛ. 
kɛnna  n. doer, creator. 
kɛsai  post. without being done. 

-kɛ  n. abstract noun suffix. 
kɛɛ  n. small calabash. 
kɛfɛna  n. young man, fiancé. 
kɛkɛ  [kɛkɛ ̀kɛk̀ɛ]̀ vt. 1) decorate. 2) harvest. 

3) mend, repair, adjudicate. 
kɛkɛgɔɔ  n/adv. harvest time. 
kɛkɛna  n. harvest. 

— padj. harvesting. 
kɛkɛnna  n. harvester. 

kɛḱɛ  [kɛḱɛ]́ adv. exactly. 
kɛkonna  [kɛkóṇá] n. cup. 
kɛmmazĩ'ũ  [kɛṃázĩ'ũ] n. apathy. Lit: 'be 

work for them (be too difficult)'. 
kɛna  [kɛná] n. striped ground squirrel. 

Euxerus erythropus. Variant: sekɛna. 
kɛ    [kɛ̃ ́kɛ̃]̀ vt. 1) tear, wean, leave, 

outpace. 2) strike (snake). 
kɛ   kɔ wa  vi. separate. 

— vt. tear apart. 
kɛ   ...nɛ ...nɛ  vt. write to for. 
kɛ   ...wa  vi. separate from. 
kɛ  kɛ    [kɛ̃ḱɛ ̃kɛ̃k̀ɛ̃]̀ vt. tear to pieces. 
kɛ  kɛ  na  padj. torn up. 
kɛ  na  aadj. open (eye), weaned. 

— padj. written, separated. 
kɛ  nakɔ wa  n. separation. 

Kɛ  nga  [kɛ̃ŋ̀ga] n. Kyanga. 
Kɛ  ngaabɛ  [kɛ̃ŋ̀gaabɛ] n. Busa village. Syn: 

Gidan Zana (Hausa name). 
kɛ  ntu  [kɛ̃ǹtú] n. venereal disease. 

kɛ  ntu pua  n. gonorrhoea. 
kɛ  ntude  n. venereal disease sufferer. 

kia1  [kíá] n. king, chief. 
kia bui n. person of royal descent. 
kiakɛ  n. sovereignty, royalty. 
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kianɛ  n. prince. 
kia2  [kíá] n. Senegal parrot. Poicephalus 

senegalus. 
kiabɛ  [kíábɛ] n. palace. 
kiabɛdãnna  [kíábɛdãṇ̀a] n. palace guard. 

Syn: dogali. 
kiafua  [kíáfùà] n. chief's cap, crown. 
kiagɔɔsopiana  [kíágɔɔsopiana] n. short 

reign. 
kiakɛgakwi  [kíákɛgàkwí] n. majesty. 
kiakɛguu  [kíákɛgùú] n. throne. Syn: 

kpatabeguu. 
kiakɛ'uta  [kíákɛ'ùtá] n. royal robe. 
kidikidi  [kídíkídí] padj. calm, silent. 

kidikidina  aadj. calm, quiet, silent. 
Kilisi  [Kilisì] sn. Christ, Messiah. From: 

English. 
kilo  cn. kilometer, kilogram. 

— n. scales. From: English. 
kilo lɛ  vt. weigh. 

kio  [kìó] n. antimony, eye shadow. 
kio ka  vt. apply eyeshadow. 
kio li  n. eye shadow applicator. 
kio pɛ  na  n. eye-shadow container. 

kisia  [kìsìá] n. 1) portent, bad omen, 
danger, evil. Tó n da ikpãngulɛ, kisiaɛ. 
If you meet a chameleon, it's a bad 
omen. 2) calamity, fulfilment of bad 
omen. 

kita  [kità] n. aardvark. Orycteropus afer. 
kiti  [kìti] n. oblique facial marking under 

eye. 
kitina  [kítina] n. wild dog. Lycaon pictus. 
kĩa  [ki ̃á̀] post. place. 

-kĩa  ptcl. 
ki  ̃̀a  [ki ̃à̀] n. phlegm, catarrh. 
ki  á  [ki ̃á́] n. cobra. 

ki  á sia  n. black cobra. Naja nigricollis. 
[Note: It likes water.] 

ki  á tɛ  a  n. Egyptian cobra. Naja haje. 
kĩando  [ki ̃á́ṇ́dò] pro. 3p.COM. 
kĩando  [ki ̃á́ṇdò] pro. 2s.COM. 
kĩapɛ  [ki ̃à̀pɛ ́pɛ]̀ vi. blow nose. 
kĩ'ãa  [kĩ'ãa ki ̃'̀ãa] vt. injure, hurt, wound. 

— vi. hurt (be), injured (be). 
kĩdokwi  [ki ̃d́okwi] num. nine. 

kĩdokwide  aadj. ninth. 
kĩi1  n. place. 

-kĩi  ptcl. place. Nominal suffix. 
Compare adverbial suffix /-kĩa/. 

kĩi2  n. tendon, ligament, vein, hamstring. 
kĩi3  [ki ̃í̀] n. fireplace, stove. 

kĩi gbɛ  n. fireplace stone. 
kĩkã  [ki ̃k̀ã] adj. bitter. 
kĩsã ...di  [ki ̃s̀á ki ̃s̀à] vi. least (be), inferior 

(be). 
kĩsã ...wa  vi. lack. 
kĩsãna  adj. inferior, lowest, lacking. 

ko  n. chicken. 
koda  n. hen. 
konɛ  [konɛ] n. chick. 
kosa  [kosà] n. cock, rooster. 

kó  ptcl. or. From: Hausa. 
kobo  cn. penny. 
koe  n. animal's leg. 
koelɛ ...di  [kòélɛ ́lɛ]̀ vi. surround, lay 

siege to. 
kogbe  [kogbè] n. chicken egg. 

kogbe pua  n. white of egg. 
kogbe tɛ  a  n. yoke. 

ko'itɛpɔ  [ko'ítɛṕɔ]́ n. jacana, lily-trotter. 
Actophilornis africanus. 

kokai  [kòkaí] n. effort. Syn: ãia. From: 
Hausa. 

kokaikɛ  [kòkaíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. make effort. 
koko  [kòkó kòkò] vi. bend over, roll up. 

— vt. bend over, roll up. 
kokona  [kòkonà] adj. bent, crooked, 

rolled up. 
kokũkokũ  [kokù̃kokù̃] adj. hagged, 

unfed. 
kolo  n. owl. 

kolo musu(na)  n. white-faced scops 
owl. Otus leucotis. 

kòlo  [kòlo] n. Village weaver bird. Ploceus 
Cucullatus. 

kologoi  [kòlògóí] n. maize, corn. Syn: 
maise (Kali). From: Zerma. 

kologoi sà  n. maize cob. 
kolokolo  [kólókóló] padj. empty, 

destitute. 
komi  [kòmi] n. raffia palm nut. Raphia 

sudanica. Syn: zaatɛña. 
kondo  n. basket, box, carton. From: Hausa: 

kwando. 
konkona  [kóŋkòna] n. tin, can. 
konkoto  [koŋkotò] n. hoof. From: Hausa: 

kofato. 
konna1  [kóṇ́á] adj. low. 
konna2  [kóṇá] n. shea butter tree 

lookalike. Pseudocedreia kotschyi. 
koso  n. knee. 
kosogaatɛ  [kosogaatɛ ́gààtɛ]́ vi. crawl. 
kosokutɛ ...nɛ  [kosokutɛ ́kùtɛ] vi. kneel. 
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kosu  [kósú] n. pen. 
kotikoti  [kotíkòti] n. red-beaked hornbill. 

Tochus erythrorhynchus. 
koto1  [kòtò] n. 1) throat. 2) voice. 

koto baa  n. Adam's apple. 
koto kũ  vt. choke, grab around the 

neck. 
koto zɔ ɛ  vt. cut throat, slaughter. 

koto2  [kòto] n. large hoe. 
kotokɛkɛ  [kòtòkɛkɛ kɛk̀ɛ]̀ vi. clear throat. 
kotokoto  [kótókótó] adv. very old. 
kɔ1  [kɔ]̀ adv. already. 
kɔ2  [kɔ]̀ n. 1) bud. 2) invisible force, 

effectiveness, self-confidence. 
kɔ ... ɛ ...nɛ  vt. break power of, 

neutralise. 
kɔ3  n. sausage tree. Kigelia africana. 
kɔbo  [kɔb̀o bò] vi. bud, sprout. Variant: 

kɔpa. 
kɔpana  [kɔp̀anà] n. shoot. 

kɔkɔ  [kɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. insect. 
kɔkɔbui  [kɔk̀ɔb̀ui] n. maggot that enters 

body through skin. 
kɔkɔfi  [kɔk̀ɔf̀í] n. scorpion. Variant: 

kɔkɔsoi. 
kɔkɔka  [kɔk̀ɔka kà] vi. infested (be). 
kɔkɔntɛ  na  [kɔk̀ɔǹtɛ̃ńá] n. tiny red ant. 
kɔndo  [kɔ̃ǹdo] n. large open basket. 
kɔnga  [kɔŋga] n. crow, raven. Corvus 

albus. 
kɔnko(na)  [kɔŋkona] n. tin. 
kɔnkɔ  [kɔŋ̀kɔ]́ n/adv. morning. 

kɔnkɔkɔnkɔ  adv. early morning. 
kɔnkwɛɛ  [kɔŋkwɛɛ́]́ n. east. Syn: zĩtɛ. 
kɔnna  [kɔṇa] n. cup. 
kɔɔlɛ  [kɔɔlɛ]́ n. boundary. 

kɔɔlɛ bo  vt. mark out boundary. 
kɔɔma  [kɔɔmà] n. sickle. 
kɔɔtɛ  [kɔɔ̀t̀ɛ]́ n. sorcery. 
kɔɔtɛkɛ  [kɔɔ̀t̀ɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vt. sorcery (do), 

poison. 
kɔɔtɛkɛnna  n. sorcerer. 

kɔsɔkɛ  [kɔs̀ɔkɛ kɛ]̀ vt. strain, filter. 
kɔsɔkɔsɔ  [kɔs̀ɔkɔs̀ɔ] n. strainer. 
kɔtaa  [kɔt̀aà] n. coaltar, bitumen. From: 

English. 
kɔtɛ  [kɔt́ɛ ́kɔt̀ɛ]́ vt. throw away, spill, 

throw on ground. 
kɔtɛna  aadj. spilt. 

kɔ 1  pro. each other. 
kɔ  e  vt. see/meet each other. 
kɔ  kakaa (...do)  vt. assemble, gather 

together, put together. 
— n. gathering, meeting. 

kɔ  kpaatɛ  vt. divide, divided (be). 
kɔ  tɛ  ɛ  pro. among themselves. 
kɔ  yã ma  vt. agree. 

kɔ 2  [kɔ̃ ́kɔ̃]̀ vi. multiply. 
kɔ ̃̀  n. mongoose. 

kɔ ̃̀ fĩɔna  n. banded mongoose. Mingos 
mungo. 

kɔ pu  [kɔ̃p̀ú] n. white tailed mongoose. 
Ichneumia albicauda. 

kɔ si  [kɔ̃s̀í] n. marsh mongoose. Atilax 
paludinosus. 

kɔ a  [kɔã́] adv. together. 
kɔ ana  [kɔãnà] adv. being together 

with. 
kɔ aado  [kɔã́ádò] pro. 2p.COM. 
kɔ ado  [kɔã́dò] pro. 3s.COM. 

kɔ aakũdo  [kɔã́akù̃dò] pro. 3s.LOG 
COM. 

kɔ amado  [kɔã́madò] pro. 1s.COM. 
kɔ ando  [kɔã́ṇdò] pro. 2s.COM. 
kɔ ańdo  [kɔãṇ́dò] pro. 3p.COM. 
kɔ awado  [kɔã́wádò] pro. 1p.COM. 
kɔ dɛ  [kɔd̃ɛ dɛ]̀ vi. struggle, in throes of 

(be). 
kɔ fĩ  [kɔf̃i ̃]́ n. noise. 

kɔ fĩde  aadj. noisy. 
kɔ fĩkɛ  [kɔf̃i ̃ḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. make noise. 
kɔ gbɛ  nɔ  [kɔg̃bɛ̃ńɔ] n. companions. 
kɔ kakaakĩi  n/adv. gathering place. 

kɔ kakaana  n. assembly, meeting. 
kɔ kakaakpɛ  [kɔk̃akaakpɛ]́ n. assembly 

hall. 
kɔ kɛ   [kɔk̃ɛ̃ ́kɛ̃]̀ vt. prune, trim. 
kɔ kɔ   [kɔ̃k̀ɔ̃]́ n. game, amusement. 
kɔ kɔ 'o  [kɔ̃k̀ɔ'̃o 'ò] vi. play, amuse oneself. 

kɔ kɔ 'ona  n. amusement, fun. 
kɔ kɔ 'onna  n. player. 

kɔ kpaatɛna  [kɔk̃pààtɛnà] n. division. 
kɔ kpɛwa  [kɔk̃pɛwá] n. backbone. 
kɔ ni  [kɔ̃ǹí] n. deception. 

kɔ nide  n. cheat, deceiver. 
kɔ nkoto  [kɔŋ̃kotò] n. hoof. 
kɔ nɔkũna  [kɔñɔkṹná] n. common genet. 

Genetta genetta. Variant: kpãakũna 
(Kali). 

kɔ ɔ  [kɔɔ̃]́ adj. remaining, rest. 
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kɔ ɔnɔ n. remains, leftovers, half, 
section, others. 

kɔ ɔ́  [kɔ̃ɔ́]́ n. hump, hunch. 
kɔ ɔde  n. hunchback. 
kɔ ɔkɛ  n. hump infirmity. 

kɔ ɔbo  [kɔ̃ɔ́b́o bò] vi. hunched (be). 
kɔ ɔkũ  [kɔ̃ɔ́ḱŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. hunched (be). 

— vt. cripple, hunched (make). 
kɔ si ...do  [kɔs̃í sì] vi. agree, appropriate 

(be). 
kɔ yãmana  [kɔŋ̃amanà] n. agreement. 

kɔ yãmasai  n. misunderstanding'. 
kpa1  [kpá kpà] vt. install, enthrone. 

— vi. settle (dew). 
kpa ...di  vt. inflict, hurt, hamper. 

— vi. forfeit, give up. 
kpa gudi  vi. pass away, die. 
kpa ...la  vi. bump into, meet by 

accident. 
kpa ...nɛ  vi. hinder, obstruct. 
kpa swala  vt. ignore. 
kpa tɛla  vt. roast. 
kpa ...wa  vt. give to. 
kpana  padj. giving, wearing, roasting. 

— n. installation, infliction. 
kpanna  n. announcer. 

kpa2  n. suburb, quarter, area. 
kpadenɔ  n. neighbours. Kpa di denɔ. 

People of this area. 
kpà  n. African locust bean tree. Parkia 

biglobosa. 
kpaa  n. locust bean tree beans. 
kpaaka  [kpaaká] adv. fast, quickly. 
kpaakɛ  [kpaákɛ kpaákɛ]́ vt. put in front 

(sheep), present. 
kpaatɛ ...nɛ  [kpààtɛ ́kpààtɛ]̀ vt. divide, 

share. 
kpaatɛ kɔ nɛ  vt. share with each other. 
kpaatɛna  n. division. 

— padj. divided. 
kpado  n. part, side, section, half. Variant: 

gukpado. 
kpa'i  [kpà'í] n. locust bean water, yellow 

paint. 
— adj. yellow. 

kpakĩ  [kpáki ̃ ́kpàki ̃]́ vi. level (be), conform, 
meet. 
— vt. close (mouth). 

kpakĩna  n. meeting. 
— padj. level, smooth. 

kpakĩkpɛ  [kpáki ̃ḱpɛ]́ n. meeting 
room/house. 

kpako  [kpàkò] n. tongs. 
kpakotoko  adj. narrow. 
kpakpa1  [kpàkpa] n. speckled pigeon. 

Columba guinea. 
kpakpa2  [kpákpà] n. 1) African oil palm. 

Elaeis guineensis. 2) coconut palm. 
Cocos nucifera. 

kpakpa lá  n. coconut palm frond. 
kpakpa lɛ ̃̀  n. palm spike. 
kpakpa li mɛɛ  n. African green snake. 

Chlorphis chlorophis et/ou 
Rhamnophisaethiopissa Günther. 

kpakpa nisi  n. palm oil. 
kpakpa tangala  [taŋgalà] n. coconut. 
kpakpa yɔ   n. bunch of coconuts/oil 

palm fruit. 
kpakpa'o  [kpákpa'ó ò] vi. mate. 
kpasa1  [kpàsà] n. 1) Fulani settlement. 

2) flock, herd. 
kpasa2  [kpàsá kpàsà] vt. grill, roast, bake. 

— vi. tire. 
kpasana  aadj. grilled, baked. 

— padj. tired. 
kpasaa  [kpásaa] n. harnessed antelope. 

Tragelaphus scriptus. 
kpata  n. 1) kingdom, rule, sphere of 

authority. 2) area ruled over. 
kpata guu  n. throne. 
kpatade  n. ruler. 
kpatadekɛ  n. kingship, sovereignty. 
kpatadekɛ mɔ ...nɛ  vt. oppress, rule 

over harshly. 
kpatabe  [kpatabe bè] vi. rule, reign. 

kpatabe ...wa  vi. rule over. 
kpatabena  n. rule, reign. 
kpatabenna  n. ruler. 
kpatabegɔɔ  adv..DURing reign of. 
kpatabeguu  n. throne. Variant: 

kikɛguu. 
kpatabekĩi  n. dominion, royal 

residence. 
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kpatabena  n. dominion, reigning. 
kpatabenna  n. ruler, monarch, 

sovereign. 
kpatade  n. ruler. 

kpatadekɛmɔnnɛde  [kpatadekɛmɔṇ́́ɛd́e] 
n. oppressor, dictator. 

kpatɛ  [kpátɛ ́kpàtɛ]́ vi. spread, subside. 
— vt. spread. 

kpatɛ ...di  vi. search for. 
kpatɛna  padj. spread, settled, confident, 

at rest. 
kpatɛnna  n. founder. 

kpatikpati  [kpàtìkpàtì] adv. spotted. 
kpãi  [kpãí́] n. thief, theft (by stealth). 

kpãi wɛdiwɛ  n. robber (openly). 
kpãikpãi  adv. stealthily, quietly. 

kpãi'o  [kpãí́'o 'ò] vi. act stealthily, steal. 
kpãi'ona  n. theft. 

kpãkpãtɛ    [kpãk̀pãt̀ɛ̃]́ n. hog plum. 
Spondias monbin. 

kpãndasaba  [kpãndàsabà] n. tree species. 
Gyrocarpus americanus. 

kpãzã ...nɛ  [kpãźã ́kpãz̀ã]́ vt. send (thing) 
to. 

kpãzã ...wa  vt. dispatch to, give in 
marriage. 

kpe  [kpè] n. okra. 
kpe dò  n. okra soup. 

kpelena  n. vertical facial scar under eye. 
kpete ...i  [kpéte] adj. which? 

kpeteba  adv. how? Syn: laba. 
kpɛ  n. back, outside (cup). 

— post. after, behind. 
kpɛkpɛ  adv. behind, backwards. 

kpɛ1́  n. house, building, room. 
kpɛ ́bo  vt. build house. 
kpɛ dɔ  vi. build house, roof house. 
kpɛ gbá  n. pillar. 

kpɛ2́  adv. absent, still, behind. 
kpɛbo  [kpɛbo bò] vt. betray. 

kpɛbo ka ...di  vt. cause embarassment 
to. 

kpɛbona  n. betrayal. 
kpɛbonna  n. betrayer. 
kpɛboyã  [kpɛboɲá] n. shame. 

kpɛdanga  [kpɛdaŋga] adv. on back, 

upsidedown. 
kpɛdatɛbɔ  [kpɛd́atɛbɔ]̀ n. foundation 

stone. 
kpɛdãkpanna  [kpɛd́ãḱpàṇa] n. prison 

guard. 
kpɛdi(di)nakɔ la  [kpɛd́idìnàkɔl̃a] n. 

storied building. 
kpɛdɔ (...nɛ)  [kpɛdɔ dɔ]̀ vi. turn back 

(on). 
kpɛdɔnna  [kpɛd́ɔṇ̀a] n. builder. 
kpɛ'ɛɛ  [kpɛ'́ɛɛ]́ n. interior room, bedroom. 
kpɛkpɛ  [kpɛḱpɛ]́ adv. completely. 
kpɛkpɛkɛ  [kpɛkpɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. turn back, 

retreat. 
kpɛla  post. on this side/bank. 
kpɛle  post. on the other side/bank. 

— adv. on the other side/bank. 
kpɛlɛ  [kpɛĺɛ]́ n. doorway, entrance. 

kpɛlɛ go  vt. open door. 
kpɛlɛ ka  vt. lock door. 
kpɛlɛ lɛ  vt. knock on door. 
kpɛlɛ ta  vi. close door. 
kpɛlɛnɛ  n. door. 
kpɛlɛwa  adv. at entrance/door. 

kpɛlɛgona  [kpɛĺɛǵonà] n. 
dedication/opening building. 

kpɛ(lɛ)kabɔ  [kpɛĺɛḱábɔ]̀ n. lock. 
kpɛlɛkabɔnɛ  n. key. 

kpɛli ...nɛ  [kpɛli lì] vi. turn back on. 
kpɛtɛ  [kpɛt̀ɛ] n. porridge, pap. 
kpɛ    [kpɛ̃]̀ n. Senegal rosewood tree. 

Pterocarpus erinaceus. 
kpi  [kpí] n. leather whip for donkey. 
kpiikona  [kpiikóná] n. stone partridge. 

Ptilopachus petrosus. 
kpokpo  [kpókpó] intj. oh. 
kpolɛ  [kpólɛ ́lɛ]̀ vi. run away. 
kpoo  [kpoò] n. locust-bean mustard. 
kpookɛ  [kpookɛ kɛ]̀ vt. chase away. 

kpookɛ (...wa)  vt. shake dust from 
clothes/books (at/on). 

kpɔ  [kpɔ]̀ n. fish. 
kpɔ bɛ  n/adv. fish dam, resevoir. 
kpɔ tɛkɛ  n. fish scale. 
kpɔ wá  n. fishbone. 
kpɔ wɛ  vt. fish. Syn: í wɛ. 
kpɔpu  n. Nile perch. Lates niloticus. 

kpɔbã  [kpɔb̀ã] n. egret. 
kpɔnunu  [kpɔǹùnú] n. electric fish. 

Malapterurus electricus. 
kpu  [kpɛù̃́~kpu] adv. in house. 
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kpu gbɛ  nɔ  n. prisoners. 
ku  [kú ku] vi. alive/somewhere (be), live, 

dwell. 
ku ...do  vi. be with. 
ku gũ  vi. be there. 
ku ...la  vi. be over. 
ku ...nɛ  vi. be for/to. 
ku ...wa  vi. be on. 
ku ...u ̃̀  vi. be in. 
kukĩa  adv. abode. 
kukĩi  n. abode. 
kuna  n. existence, presence, being. 

kù  n. shea butter tree. Vitellaria paradoxa. 
kù kpɛ ́ n. shea forest. 
kù kusɛ  n. black tortoise. 
kù nisi  n. shea nut butter. 

kua  [kùá] n. chest. 
kuabii ...wa  [kùabìi bìì] vi. defy, 

challenge. 
kuabiibii ...wa  vi. defy (many). 

kuagaatɛ  [kùagaatɛ ́gààtɛ]́ vi. crawl. 
kuakpa ...di  [kùákpá kpà] vi. spread out 

in a line. 
kuanɛwá  [kùánɛẃá] n. rib. 
kudaku  [kúdàkú] n. sweet potato. 

Ipomoea batatas. From: Dendi: 
kúúdàkù. 

kugbãbɔ  [kùgbãbɔ]̀ n. tree parasite 
species, especially on shea trees. 
Tapinanthus dodoneifolius. 

kugɔ   [kùgɔ]̃ n. gum, glue. 
kuka  [kúka kùkà] vt. warm oneself (by 

fire). 
kuku1 [kùku kùkù] vt. cook. 

kukuna  [kùkunà] aadj. cooked. Syn: 
disana. 

kuku2 [kúku kùkù] vi. wear. 
kuku (...la/wa)  vt. cover. 
kuku ...nɛ  vt. clothe. 

kúku  [kúkú] intj. expessing 
surprise/shock. 

kúla  [kúlá] n. hook, anchor, spike. 
kulabã  [kùlabã] n. African golden oriole. 

Oriolus auratus. 
kuna  [kuná] n. dry zone cedar. 

Pseudocedrela kotschyi. 
kunadonade  [kúnàdonàde] n. holy 

person. 
kundu  [kúndú] n. fish net (held with both 

hands). 
kusa  [kúsa] n. nail. 
kusɛ  [kúsɛ] n. tortoise. 

kusɛpu  n. giant tortoise (aquatic). 
Geochelone sulcata. 

kusɛsi  n. black terrapin. Pelomedusa 
subrufa. 

kusi ...wa  [kùsí sì] vi. pounce on. 
kusi ...wa gbãado  vi. rape. 

kusina  n. gnat. Simulium damnosum. 
kusu  [kùsu] n. leprosy. Variant: kusu gyã. 
kúsu  [kúsú] n. facial expression. 
kusugyãde  [kùsugyãde] n. leper. 
kusuwãa  [kùsuwãa] n. steam, heat. From: 

Boko: pùsuwãa. 
kuta  [kúta] n. hut, shelter. Syn: lakuta. 

kuta dɔ  vt. build hut. Syn: lakpɛ dɔ. 
kutɛ1  [kutɛ]̀ n. flute. 

kutɛ pɛ  vt. play flute. 
kutɛ2  [kútɛ ́kùtɛ]́ vi. bend down, bow. 

kutɛ ...la  vi. incubate. 
— vt. cover. 

kutɛ ...nɛ  vi. bow down to. 
kutɛ ...wa  vi. land on, descend upon. 
kutɛna  padj. crouched, bowed down. 

kutɛkpa ...nɛ  [kútɛḱpá kpà] vi. appease, 
plead, atone for. Syn: kutɛkɛ ...nɛ. 

kutɛkpana  n. excuse, supplication. 
kutɛkpabɔ  [kútɛḱpábɔ]̀ n. peace offering, 

atonement. 
kutɛpɛnna  [kutɛp̀ɛṇ̀a] n. flautist. 
kuti  [kúti] n. duck. 

kuti itɛpɔ  n. duck species. 
kuti kwaakwaa  n. mallard. Anus 

platyrhynchus. 
kutu  [kutù] adj. short. 

kutunkonɔ  adj. very short. 
kutunkɛ  n. shortness. 
kutunkũ  vi. shorten. 
kutuna  [kutùna] n. short one, small 

piece. 
kutuũ  padj. too short. 

kútu  [kútú] n. stump. Syn: mikona. 
kuu1  [kùú] n. horn (musical instrument). 

kuu ɔ ́ n. horn blast. 
kuu pɛ  vt. blow horn. 
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kuu2  [kùu] post. directly in front of. 
kúu  [kúú] n. martial eagle. Polymaetus 

bellicosus. 
kuupɛna  [kùúpɛńà] n. horn-blowing. 

kuupɛnna  n. horn blower. 
kũ1  [kŋ̣] ptcl..CONT marker. 

-kũ  ptcl..CONT pronoun suffix. 
kũ2  [kŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vt. catch, grab. 

kũ ...do  vt. help. 
kũkũ  [kṹkũ kù̃kù̃] vt. arrest, catch 

(many). 
kũna  [kṹnà] vt. hold, keep. 
kũnna  n. maintainer, upholder. 

kũ3  [kŋ̣] n. black plum. Vitex doniana. 
-kũ  [kŋ̣̀] ptcl. TOP pronoun suffix. Specific 

determiner, plural /kù̃nɔ/̀. 
kũ ... -do  [kŋ̣́ ...dò] cnj. and, with. Ma de 

kũ ma dado. My father and my 
mother. Variant: /ki ̃á́/ before /ṇ/. 

kũa  [kṹá] n. crocodile. 
kũgbɛ  [kŋ̣́gbɛ]̀ n. grinding stone, mill. 
kũkpã  [kŋ̣̀kpã] adj. sour, curdled. 
kũkpãkũ  [kŋ̣̀kpãkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. curdle, sour 

(become). 
kũkũna  [kŋ̣́kṹná] n. block, brick. Variant: 

tɛñ kũkũna. 
kũkũna bo  vt. make bricks. 

kũkũnabona  [kŋ̣́kṹnábonà] n. brick-
making. 

kũmanzĩna  [kũmànzi ̃ńá] n. small tree 
species. Vitex madiensis. 

kũnu  [kù̃nú] n. knot. 
kũnu kpa  vt. tie knot. 

kũsĩa  [kù̃si ̃à́] n. provisions. 
kũsĩa kɛ ...nɛ  vt. make provisions for. 

kwa  n. grasshopper, locust. 
kwa gulungulun  [gulùŋ̣̀gulùŋ̣̀] n. 

large locust. 
kwa labe  n. leaf eating locust. 

kwayakwaya  [kwayákwàya] n. 
Abyssinian Roller. 

kwãanɔna  [kwãánɔna] n. vine species. 
Cissus quadrangularis. 

kwɛ  [kwɛ ́kwɛ]̀ vi. fall, collapse. 
kwɛɛna  n. shea nut. From: kuwɛna. 
kwɛɛsɛ  [kwɛɛsɛ sɛ]̀ vi. collect shea fruit 

(for nuts). 
kwi  num. ten. 

kwide  aadj. tenth. 
kwikwi  adv. in/by tens. 
kwi wɛɛ'aakɔ   num. thirteen. 
kwi wɛɛ'aakɔ de  aadj. thirteenth. 
kwi wɛɛdo  num. eleven. 
kwi wɛɛdode  aadj. eleventh. 
kwi wɛɛpia  num. twelve. 
kwi wɛɛpiade  aadj. twelth. 

kyakũ(na)  [kyákũna] n. trap, snare. 
kyakũna kpa  vt. set trap. 

kyãnkɔli  [kyãŋ̣́́kɔl̀i] n. African grey 
hornbill. Tochus nasutus. 

kyu  [kyú] adv. suddenly. 

L  -  l 
 
la  adv. here. 

-la  ptcl. this. See: /wɛñla/. 
-la  post. SUP marker, over, more than. 

— pro. 3s.SUP. 
lá1  [lá là] vt. ask, ask for, request. 

lá ...(yã)di  vt. question about. 
lá ...wa  vt. ask of. Gɔɔ bee aa yãke 

lama dɔo. On that day you will not 
ask me anything more. 

lala  [lála làlà] vt. question. 
lá2  [lá] n. leaf, leafy plant, bush. 

lá kutɛ ...la  vt. cover over. 

là  adj. next. Gɔɔ là. Same day next week. 
lá ...i  adv. how? 
laabu  [làabú] n. fruit bat. 

laabu bɛpɔ  n. dwarf epauletted fruit 
bat. Micropteropuslabusasi. 

laabusisina  n. Egyptian slit-faced bat. 
Nycteris. 

laabutɛ  na  n. yellow-winged bat. Lavia 
frons. 

laabusasi  [làabusasi] n. straw-coloured 
fruit bat. Eidolon helvun. 

laada  [lààdà] n. money given to witnesses 
as form of receipt. From: Arabic. 
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Laadizĩ  [laadizi ̃]́ adv. Sunday. 
laakai  n. attention, common sense, care. 

laakai ... di gudokũ  vi. peace (have). 
laakai ... fɛtɛ  vi. disturbed (be). 
laakai fɛtɛ  vt. disturb, raise hopes. 
laakai ... kpatɛ  vi. relaxed (be). 
laakai ... wutɛ  vi. relaxed (be), 

confident (be). Syn: sɔ̃ ̀dilɛ. 
laakaide  n. careful person. 
laakaisaide  aadj. careless. 

— n. careless person. 
laakaidɔ ...wa  [laaakaidɔ dɔ]̀ vi. care for, 

pay attention to. 
laakaifɛtɛsai  [laakaifɛtɛsài] adv. boldly. 
laakaika ...di  [laakaika kà] vi. beware of, 

careful near (be). 
laakaikpatɛ  [laakaikpátɛ ́kpàtɛ]́ vi. 

confident (be). 
laali  [láálí] n. curse. 

laalipɔ  n. cursed thing. 
laalibo  [láálíbó bò] vt. curse. 
laalikɛ ...nɛ  [láálíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. curse. 

laalikɛ ...wa  vi. send curse on/to. 
laasoo  [lààsoo] n. thought. 

laasoode  n. thoughtful person. 
laasoosaide  n. 

thoughtless/apathetic/complacent 
(person). 

laasoosai(yã)  n. thoughtlessness, 
complacency, apathy. 

laasookɛ (...wa)  [lààsookɛ kɛ]̀ vi. think 
(about). 

laasookɛnna  n. thinker. 
laasookɛsai  [lààsookɛsài] adv. 

thoughtlessly. 
laasookpɛdangakɛnna 

 [lààsooŋ̣kpɛdaŋgakɛṇa] n. deviant, 
perverted person. Variant: 
laasookpɛdangade. 

laasoona  [lààsooná] n. thinking, mind, 
conscience. 

laasoona su gudokũa  vi. peace of 
mind (have). Syn: laakai wutɛna. 

laasoovãikɛnna  [lààsovãìkɛṇ̀a] n. evil-
minded person. Variant: laasoovãide. 

laasoozɔ kɔ de  [lààsoozɔk̃ɔ̃d̀e] n. 
philosopher. 

laba  [lábà] adv. how? Syn: kpeteba. 
labo  [labo làbo] vt. reduce, diminish, 

decrease, shorten. 
labona  n. decrease, reduction. 

labɔtɔ  [lábɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. bush shoot. 
labule  [lábúlé] n. curtain. 
labutɛ  [labutɛ]́ n. vine. 
lafa (...nɛ)  [lafa lafà] vt. add, increase. 

Variant: laha. 
lafana  n. increase, addition, 

improvement, benefit, extension ; 
prosperity. 

lafana le (...nɛ)  vi. make increase, 
benefit, profit. 

lafanade  aadj. beneficial. 
lafanasai  aadj. unprofitable. 

laga  n. 1) butcher. 2) goods. 
laga kɛ  vt. work as butcher. 

lagata  [lagata tà] vi. barter, bargain, 
haggle, trade. 

lagatanna  n. trader. 
la'i  [lá'í] n. water in which leaves were 

boiled (for bathing). 
— padj. green. 

laka  [láká làká] vt. finish, end. 
— vi. finish, end, ready (be). 

laka ...wa  vi. finished for (be). 
lakagɔɔ  n. end (time). Variant: lakazĩ. 
lakana  n. end, ending, finish. 
lakasai  adj. endless, forever. 

lakɛɛ  [lákɛɛ̀] n. fallen leaf. 
lakɛɛbã  [lákɛɛ̀bã] n. babbler (bird). 
lakɛ   (...nɛ)  [lákɛ̃ ́kɛ̃]̀ vi. write (to). Variant: 

takadakɛ.̃ 
lakɛ   ...wa  vi. write on. 
lakɛ  bɔ  n. pen. 
lakɛ  nna  n. writer, secretary. 

lakpɛ  [lákpɛ]́ n. forest, bushland. 
lakpɛ gbɛ    n. bushman. 
lakpɛ nɔbɔ  n. bush animal/meat. 
lakpɛ si  n. deep/remote bush. 
lakpɛ yango  n. giraffe. Giraffa 

camelopardalis. 
lakpɛsisiũ  n. deep bush. 

lakpɛũ  [lákpɛù̃́~lákpu] adv. in the bush. 
lakuta  [lákúta] n. hut, shelter. Syn: kuta. 

lakuta dɔ  vt. build shelter. 
Lalabu  [lalabù] n. Arab. From: Hausa. 
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lalasi  [lalàsi] n. waste. From: Areal. 
lalaside  n. wasteful person. 

lalasikɛ  [lalàsikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 
extravant/wasteful (be). 

lamba  [lambà] n. number, numberplate, 
notice, label, brand. From: English. 

landɔ  ...ba  [láṇ́dɔ ̃...bà] cnj. like (with 
simile Noun Phrase). Lit: 'as-you-
know'. 

lapɔ (...ba)  [lápɔ]́ cnj. how, just as, like 
(with factual clause). 

lavũ  [lávṹ] n. flower. 
lawani  [láwàní] n. turban. 
le1  n. song. 
le2  [le lè] vt. 1) reach, attain. 2) find, 

receive. 
le ...wa  vt. find evidence of, convict of. 
legɔɔ  n. time to find. 
lekĩi n. place to find. 
lena  n. acquisition. 

le3  adv. over there. 
leda  [leda dà] vi. compose song. 
leedio  [leediò] n. radio. From: English. 
legelege  [lègèlégé] n. gum. 
legũ  [legŋ̣] n. rain. 

legũ ... fuunakɛ  vi. drizzle rain. 
legũ ... kɛ    vi. stop raining. 
legũ ... kwɛ  vi. rain heavily. 
legũ ... ma  vi. rain. Wà legũmà. It 

rained 
legũ ... pata/pũtã  vi. thunder (clap). 
legũ ... sisi  vi. threaten rain, dark with 

clouds (become). 
legũ ... vĩ  vi. thunder (rumble). 
legũsai  n. drought. 

legũgbɛ  [legŋ̣gbɛ]̀ n. hail. 
legũ'i  [legŋ̣'i] n. rain, rain-water. 
legũkwɛna  [legŋ̣kwɛńà] n. torrent of rain, 

downpour. 
legũpũtãna  [legŋ̣pù̃tanà] n. thunder. 
legũsisina  [legŋ̣sisìnà] n. stormclouds. 
legũvĩna  [legŋ̣vĩnà] n. rolling thunder. 
legũyɛ  mɛkɛna  [legŋ̣ɲɛm̀ɛk̀ɛnà] n. 

lightning. 
lelekpa ...di  [lelekpá kpà] vi. deny 

someone. 
lelekpana  n. denial. 

lenkpa  [leŋkpá kpà] vt. exchange. 
lenkpa kɛ  vt. make exchange. 

lesi  [lesí sì] vi. sing. 

lesina  n. singing. 
lesinna  [lesìṇa] n. singer. 

lezĩ  [lèzi ̃]́ adj. high. 
lezĩkɛ  n. height. 

-lɛ  [lɛ]́ post. in, at. See: da ...lɛ, dɔ ...lɛ. 
lɛ1́  n. mouth, edge, end, boundary. 

lɛ ́fɔ   vt. control tongue. 
lɛ ́kɛkɛ  vt. sharpen. 
lɛ ́ma  vt. accept statement. Lua n lɛ ́ma. 

May God accept your statement. 
lɛ ́... nna  padj. sharp, eloquent, good 

appetite (have). 
— n. eloquence. 

lɛ ́nna kɛ ...nɛ  vt. flatter. 
lɛ ́papa  vt. accomplish. 
lɛde  n/aadj. loud-mouthed person. 

lɛ2́  [lɛ ́lɛ]̀ vt. strike, hit, beat, play 
(instrument). 
— cn. measure, dip. 

lɛ ́kɔ wa ...nɛ  vt. compare for, speak in 
parables to. 

lɛ ́kũ lado  vt. revive. 
lɛlɛ  [lɛĺɛ lɛl̀ɛ]̀ vt. hit (many times), 

strike, flatten. 
lɛ ̃̀  n. thorn. 

lɛpu  n. spiny shrub species. Acacia 
ehrenbergiana. 

lɛbaa  [lɛb́aa] n. lip. 
lɛbɛna  [lɛb́ɛńá] n. corner of cloth or sheet. 
lɛda  adv. together. 

lɛdalɛda  adv. together. 
lɛda ...nɛ  [lɛd́a dà] vi. swear. 

lɛda ...wa  vi. counsel, advise. 
— n. vow. 

lɛda sɛ  vt. make vow. 
lɛdana  n. vow. 
lɛdasai  adv. without an oath. 

lɛdamma  [lɛd́aṃ́á] n. counsel, advice, 
correction. 

lɛdammma ma  vt. heed advice. 
lɛdammade  n. counsellor. 
lɛdammanna  n. one who listens to 

advice. 
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lɛdammamasai  [lɛd́aṃ́ánàmasài] n. 
failure to take advice. 

lɛdanapãde  [lɛd́anàpãde] n. perjurer. 
lɛdasɛ ...wa  [lɛdasɛ sɛ]̀ vi. make vow/oath 

to. 
lɛdɛ  [lɛd́ɛ dɛ]̀ vi. come to an end, wiped 

out (be). 
— vt. complete, annul. 

lɛdɛkĩi  n. ending, completion. 
lɛdɛna  n. annihilation. 

lɛdi ...nɛ  [lɛd́i dì] vi. promise. 
lɛdina  n. promise. 

lɛditakada  [lɛd́itakàda] n. will. 
lɛdoalɛdoa  [lɛd́oálɛd́oá] adv. together at 

same time. 
lɛdokũ  [lɛd́okŋ̣́] n. agreement, plan. Lit: 

'same mouth'. 
lɛdokũdenɔ  n. united people. 
lɛdokũsai  n. lack of 

agreement/discussion/planning. 
lɛdokũkɛ  [lɛd́okŋ̣́kɛ kɛ]̀ vi. discuss, come 

to agreement. 
lɛdokũkɛ ...di  [lɛd́okṹkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. plot 

against, conspire against. 
lɛdokũkɛ ...do  vi. agree (with), plan. 
lɛdokũkɛna  n. agreement, conspiracy. 
lɛdokũkɛnna  n. conspirator. 

lɛdɔ (...wa)  [lɛd́ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. lift up voice, 
shout at. 

lɛɛ  [lɛɛ́]̀ cn. group, part, times, chapter. 
lɛɛtɛ  [lɛɛ̀tɛ] adj. fat. 

— n. width. Syn: yaasa. 
lɛ'ɛtɛ  [lɛ'́ɛtɛ ́'ɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. open mouth wide. 
lɛ'ɛ  ni  [lɛ'́ɛ̃ńí] n. breath. 
lɛfɔtɔ  [lɛf́ɔtɔ] n. careless talk, 

inappropriate speech. 
lɛfɔtɔde  n. careless talker. 

lɛfɔtɔkɛ  [lɛf́ɔtɔkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. talk carelessly. 
lɛgbɛ  [lɛǵbɛ]̀ n. instruction, testament. 

lɛgbɛ di  vt. give instructions. 
lɛgbɛ í  n. speech, message. 

lɛgbɛdinna  [lɛǵbɛd̀ìṇa] n. testator. 
lɛgɛ  adj. thin. 

lɛgɛũ  [lɛgɛŋ̣́] adv. too thin. 
lɛgo1  [lɛǵó] n. chin. Syn: lɛtã. 
lɛgo2  [lɛǵo gò] vi. open mouth (to speak). 

— vt. dedicate. 
lɛgona  n. dedication. 

lɛhɛ  n. fan. 
lɛ'i  [lɛ'́í] n. saliva, spit. 

lɛ'ide  n. person greedy for meat. 
lɛ'ikɔtɛ  [lɛ'́íkɔt́ɛ ́kɔt̀ɛ]́ vi. spit. 
lɛkaa  [lɛk̀aà] n. acacia thorn-bush species. 

lɛkaatɛ    n. acacia thorn-bush species. 
lɛkã  [lɛḱã]́ n. beard. 
lɛkã ...do  vt. compare. Syn: mukã ...do. 

lɛkãna  n. comparison. 
lɛkãtã  [lɛḱãt́ã]́ n. chin. Syn: lɛgo. 

lɛkãtã kã  n. beard. 
lɛkɛ ...nɛ  [lɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. curse. 
lɛkɛdo  [lɛḱɛd̀o] n. agreement. 
lɛkɛdokɛ  [lɛḱɛd̀okɛ kɛ]̀ vi. make 

agreement. 
lɛkɛnna  [lɛḱɛṇ́a] n. tree species. 

Newbouldia laevis. 
lɛkotokpa ...di  [lɛḱòtòkpá kpà] vi. 

grimace at. 
lɛkɔ  [lɛḱɔ]̀ n. beak. 
lɛkpaakũ  [lɛḱpaakṹ] n. argument. Variant: 

lɛkpaakũ (older form). 
lɛkpaakũde  n. quarrelsome person. 

lɛkpaakũkɛ ...do  [lɛḱpaakŋ̣́kɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 
argue, disagree. 

lɛkpɛ  [lɛḱpɛ] n. edge. 
lɛkpɛ pia  n. double edged (sword). 

lɛkpɛlɛ  [lɛḱpɛĺɛ]́ n. message. 
lɛkpɛlɛ kɛ ...nɛ  vt. send message. 

lɛkusukusukɛ  [lɛḱusukusukɛ kɛ]̀ vi. rinse 
mouth. 

lɛkutɛ ...wa  [lɛkútɛ ́kùtɛ]́ vt. tip out, 
empty. 

lɛkutɛkɛ  [lɛḱútɛḱɛ] vi. capsize, overturn. 
lɛla  [lɛĺa] n. this end/edge/border. 
lɛle  [lɛĺe] n. far end/edge/border. 
lɛli  [lɛl̀í] n. thornbush. 
lɛlitɛ  [lɛĺitɛ ́lìtɛ]́ vi. change word, revoke. 
lɛma ...wa  [lɛḿa mà] vi. praise. 
lɛmba  [lɛmba] n. pith tree. Aeschynmoene 

elaphroxylon. 
lɛmba pua  n. marabou thorn. 

Dichrostachys cinerea. 
lɛmɛmpiade  [lɛḿɛṃ̀piade] n. insincere 

person. 
lɛmusu  [lɛḿùsú] n. upper lip. 

lɛmusu kã  n. moustache. 
lɛmuu  [lɛm̀uù] n. lime, orange. From: 

English. 
lɛmuu kũkpã  n. lime. Citrus 

aurantifolia. 
lɛmuu'inna  [lɛm̀uù'íṇa] n. orange. Citrus 

sinensis. 
lɛnna  [lɛṇ́́ade] n. flattery. 

— aadj. sharp. 
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lɛnnade  n. eloquent person, flatterer. 
lɛpɛ ...wa  [lɛṕɛ ́pɛ]̀ vi. kiss. 

lɛpɛna  n. kiss. 
lɛsi  [lɛśí] adj. untouched, whole, virgin. 
lɛsɔ  [lɛśɔ]̀ n. muzzle. 

lɛsɔ da ...nɛ  vt. muzzle. 
lɛsukikɛ (...wa)  [lɛsùkíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. point 

with lips at, sneer at. 
lɛsukikɛ (...nɛ)  vi. point with lips to. 

lɛtã1  [lɛt́ã] n. chin. 
lɛtã2  [lɛtã]̀ n. Fulani hat. 
lɛtɛ  [lɛt́ɛ ́lɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. fall down. 

lɛtɛ íwa  vi. dive. 
lɛtɛ ...wa  vi. fall on, attack. 
lɛtɛna  n. downfall, descent. 

lɛũ  [lɛṃ̀́] post. extent. 
lɛvãide  [lɛv́ãìde] n. slanderer, perverse 

talker. 
lɛwɛ  [lɛẃɛ]́ vt. search quarrel with, start 

fight with. 
lɛwonna  [lɛẁòṇa] n. 1) tweezers. 

2) yellow oleander. Thevetia neriifolia. 
lɛyi  [lɛýi yì] vi. fast. 

lɛyigɔɔ  n/adv. fasting time, day of fast. 
lɛyimɔ  n. fasting month, Ramadan. 
lɛyi(na)  n. fast, fasting. 

lɛza ...wa  [lɛźa zà] vi. 1) inform, farewell. 
2) warn, caution. 

lɛza(na)mma  [lɛźanàṃá] n. farewell. 
lɛzasai  adv. unexpectedly, without 

warning. 
lɛzĩ  [lɛźi ̃]́ post. at mouth of, at point of. 

— n. hem. 
lɛzĩnai  [lɛźi ̃ńàí nàì] vt. hem. 
lɛzɔ  ...wa  [lɛźɔ ̃zɔ̃]̀ vi. taste. 
lɛzu ...di  [lɛźu zù] vi. call to. 
li1  [li lì] vi. transform, change. 

li ...di  vi. infect, contaminate. 
li ...la  vi. spread to. 
li gula  vi. spread abroad (word). 
lina  n. change, transformation. 

li2  [lí lì] vt. cut. 
líli  [líli lìlì] vt. cut up. 

lí  n. tree, wood. 
lí bɔ̃̀tɔ  n. tree shoot. 
lí í  n. sap. 
lí ka ...di  vt. stir, stir up, fire up. 

lí pɛtɛ  vt. erect pole. 
lí sɔ ̃̀  n. knot in wood. 
lí ... zɔ   vt. get splinter. 
lida  n. trunk of tree. 
linɛ  n. fruit. 

li'anna  [lí'àṇa] n. wood carver. 
ligãnna  [lígãṇ̀a] n. branch. 
ligo  [lígo] n. hook. 

ligo bà  n. fishing line. 
ligo kpa  n. fish with hook. 
ligo zu ...nɛ  vt. entice. 

ligozunannɛ  [lígozunàṇ́ɛ]́ n. enticement. 
ligɔ   [lígɔ̃]́ n. gum. Syn: legelege. 
lika  [lìká lìkà] vi. fly in circles. 

lika ...di  vi. go/gather around, 
encircle, surround. 

lika ...do  vi. turn on (wild animal). 
likakĩi  n. place to turn. 
likalika  [lìkalìka lìkalìkà] vi. wander. 
likana  n. travel. 

— padj. surrounding. 
likaa  adj. demented, insane. 
likande  [likaṇde] n. demented person. 
likɔkɔ  [líkɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. caterpillar. 
likɔpana  [líkɔp̀anà] n. shoot. 
likpa  [líkpá kpà] vi. draw sraws. 
likpɛ  [líkpɛ]́ n. forest. 

likpu  [líkpú] adv. in forest. 
lilalabobɔ  [lílálabobɔ]̀ n. pruning tool. 
lili  [lìli lìlì] vt. turn over. 

— vi. turn around/over. 
lili ...wa  vi. turn toward. 
lilibɔ  n. hinge. 

lilinbaka  [lílinbaka] n. never-die, horse-
radish tree. Moringa oleifera. 

lilo  [lìlo] n. mane. 
limikona  [límìkóná] n. stump. 
lipaanna  [lípàaṇa] n. wood-splitter. 
lipãnakɔ la  [lípãnàkɔl̃a] n. cross. 
lipɛlɛlɛ  [lípɛl̀ɛĺɛ]́ n. plank, board. 
lipɛtɛ  [lípɛt́ɛ]́ n. pole (erected). 
lisɔ tɛ    [lisɔt̃ɛ̃]́ n. striped polecat, zorilla. 

Ictonyx striatus. 
lita  [lità] cn. litre. From: English. 
litɛ  [litɛ ́lìtɛ]́ vi. turn around. 

— vt. change, alter. 
litɛ ...wa  vi. turn toward. 
litɛbɔ  n. socket. 
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litɛlitɛ  vi. turn round and round, turn 
over and over. 

litɛna  padj. turned. 
— n. change. 

litɛkɛ  [lítɛk̀ɛ]̀ n. bark. Syn: tɛkɛ. 
litɛ  na  [lítɛ̃ńá] n. small tree species. 

Combretum collinum. 
litɛ  mpua  n. shrub species. Combretum 

lecardii. 
liũ  [líṃ̀] n. neem tree. Azadirachta indica. 
lizĩnna  [lízi ̃ṇ́á] n. tree root. 

lizĩn kɔpana  n. shoot from a root. 
lizɔ   [lízɔ]̃ n. timber felling. 

lizɔ zɔ nna  [lízɔ̃z̀ɔ̃ṇ̀a] n. woodchopper. 
lo  [ló] ptcl. end of sentence interrogative 

particle expressing surprise. 
loba  [lobà] n. rubber, plastic, plastic bowl, 

slingshot. From: English. 
loko  [lòkó lòkò] vt. hang, wear by hanging 

(sword). 
— vi. hang in suspense. 

loko ...la  vi. hang over. 
loko ...wa  vt. hang on. 

— vi. hang on to. 
lokona  padj. hanging. 

lokotoko  [lòkòtòko] n. coil. 
loo  n. bottle. 
lootoo  [lòòtoò] n. doctor. 
losisi  [losísi sìsì] vi. prayer (do), Muslim 

(be). 
losisigɔɔ  n/adv. prayer time. 
losisinna  n. Muslim. Syn: musulumi. 

losisikpɛ  [losísíkpɛ]́ n. mosque. 
lɔ  [lɔ ́lɔ]̀ vt. crush, grind. 

lɔlɔ  [lɔĺɔ lɔl̀ɔ]̀ grind up. 
lɔlɔna  aadj. ground down, smooth. 

lɔgɔ  [lɔg̀ɔ]̀ n. well. 
lɔgɔ lɛ ́ n. well side. À mɔ ̀lɔgɔ lɛwa. She 

came to the well side. 
lɔgɔde  n. well owner. 

lɔgɔ'i  [lɔg̀ɔ'̀i] n. well water. 
lɔgɔlɔgɔ  [lɔg̀ɔl̀ɔg̀ɔ]̀ adj. warm. 
lɔma  [lɔḿà] n. mouthful, morsel. À lɔma 

lì zɔk̃ɔ,̃ à gì gɛd̃i a kòtoũ. He took a 
large mouthful which he couldn't 
swallow. From: Dendi: lóómà. 

lɔma li  vt. take mouthful/morsel (with 
fingers). 

lɔma zɔ  ...wa  vt. dip food morsel in. 
Akũ à lɔma zɔ̃ ̀dòwa. Then he dipped 
the morsel in the soup. 

lɔɔtɛ  [lɔɔtɛ ́lɔɔ̀t̀ɛ]́ vi. slink away. 
lɔɔtɛ ...di  vi. stalk after. 

lu  n. river gallery, garden. 
luũ  [luṃ̀] n. in/at river gallery. 

lu (...nɛ)  [lú lù] vt. buy (for). 
lu ...wa  vt. buy from. 
lulu  [lúlu lùlù] vt. buy many. 

Lua  [lùa] n. God. 
Lua nɛ  n. small soft bright-red spider. 
Lua wobikɛ  vt. pray to God. 
Lua yã takada  n. Scriptures. 
luakɛ  n. divinity, deity. 

luabɛ  [lùabɛ] n/adv. sky, heaven. Syn: 
musu. 

luabɛdenɔ  n. inhabitants of heaven. 
luabɛpua(na)  n. white sky. 
luabɛsia  n. dark sky (before rain). 

luabɛtia  [lùabɛtià] n. dark cloud. 
luabɛtia ... bɔbɔ/nana  vi. form 

clouds. 
luadɔ nasai [lùadɔñàsàí] n. godlessness. 

luadɔ nsai(de)  n. godless person. 
lua'i  [lua'i] n. homosexuality. 
lua'ikɛ  [lua'ikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. practise 

homosexuality. 
lua'ikɛnna  n. homosexual. 

luakɛgbãa  [lùakɛgbãa] n. divine power. 
luakĩiwɛtɛnna  [lùakĩiwɛt̀ɛṇa] n. God-

seeker. 
luakukĩi  [lùakukĩi] n. sanctuary, God's 

abode. 
luambo  [lùaṃbo] n. critical situation. Lit: 

'May God save you'. A ku luamboũ. 
He's in a critical situation. 

luamɔko  [lùamɔk̀o] n. meteorite. 
luanaaikɛna  [lùanááíkɛnà] n. faith. 
luanaaikɛsai  [lùanááíkɛsài] n. lack of 

faith. 
— aadj. faithless. 

luangba  [lùaŋ̣gba] n. lot. 
luapatamma  [lùapatáṃ́á] n. small tree 

species. Strychnos innocua. 
luapuiãkɛnna  [lùapuiãkɛṇ̀a] n. one who 

does God's will. 
luawobikɛ  [lùawobikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. pray. 

luawobikɛna  n. prayer, religion. 
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luawobikɛnna  n. pray-er. 
luawobikɛnsai  [lùawobikɛṇ̀sài] n. 

prayerless/irreligious person. 
luayãdɔ nsaide  [lùaŋadɔṇ̃sàide] n. pagan, 

heathen. 
luayãkana  [lùaŋákánà] n. godliness. 

luayãkansaide  n. godless person. 
luayãkasai  [lùaŋákásài] n. godlessness. 
luayãmana  [lùaŋamanà] n. obedience to 

God. 
luayãmanna  n. person who obeys 

God. 
lugutɛ    [lugutɛ̃]́ n. dust. From: Bisã: lukutɛ̃.́ 
lukpa  [lùkpa lùkpà] vi. shiver, shake. 

lukpa ...di  vi. covet, desire. 
lukpalukpa  [lùkpalùkpá] vi. shiver, 

shake. 
lukpalukpana  aadj. shaking, quaking. 
lukpasai  adv. steady. 

luũbã  [luṃ̀bã] n. gonolek. 
luũbɛtɛ  [luṃ̀bɛt̀ɛ]̀ n. tree species. 

Terminalia laxifolia/macroptera. 
luũku  [luù̃kù] n. bullet-wood tree, sleeper 

tree. Manilkara multinervis. 
luũsɛ    [luù̃sɛ̃]̀ n. water grass. 

M  -  m 
 
ma1  [ma] pro. 1s.PRF, 1s.OBJ, 1s.POSS. 

ma do  pro. me alone. 
ma gĩna  pro. myself. 

ma2  [ma mà] vi. 1) feel. 2) ready, ripe, 
cooked, rain. 
— vt. hear, obey. 

ma sãa  vi. feel better. 
-ma  pro. 1s.DAT. 
má  pro. 1s.STAT. 

maba  [mába] pro. 1s.STAT.NEG. 
mada  [mádá] pro. 1s.PROG. 

mà  pro. 1s.SBJ. 
màkũ  [màkũ] pro. 1s.SBJ.CONT. 

má ...i  adv. where? An tà má ni? / Má mí 
an tài? Where did they go? 

ma ...wa  [má mà] vt. rub on, apply to. 
mama ...wa  [máma màmà] vt. rub on, 

apply. 
maa1  adj. good, beautiful. 

maa bo  vt. admire, commend. 
maakɛ  n. goodness, beauty. 

— adv. much, very. 
maankonɔ  [maaŋkonɔ]̀ padj. very 

good. 
maamaa   

maa2  [máa] pro. 1s.IMPRF. 
maakũ  [máakũ] pro. 1s.IMPRF.CONT. 

maakɛ  [maakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. good (do), kind (be). 
Variant: yãmaakɛ. 
— n. goodness, beauty, excellence. 

maakɛna  [maakɛnà] n. good deed, 
goodness, kindness. 

maakɛnna  n. well-doer, do-gooder. 
Variant: yãmaakɛnna. 

maakũ  [maakù̃] pro. 1s.TOP, 1s.APPO. 
maasu  [maasù] n. scissors. 

maasu lilalabobɔ  n. pruning 
instrument. 

ma'ãa  [mà'ãa] n. laziness. 
ma'ãa vĩ  vi. lazy (be). 
ma'ãade  n. lazy person. 

mae  sn. mature man, father. 
mae zɔ kɔ   n. mature man, important 

man. 
maezinna  [maeziṇa] n. old man. 
mai1  [mài] n. hyena. 

mai pua  n. striped hyena. Hyaena 
hyaena. 

mai si  n. spotted hyena. Crocuta 
crocuta. 

mainɔ kãnna  n. small tree species. 
Gardenia aqualla. 

mai2  [mái] n. headpad. 
mai ba  vt. roll up headpad. 

maise  [maisé] n. maise, corn. Syn: 
kologoi. 

maise sà  n. corncob. 
ma'ĩi  [mà'ĩi] n. tree species. Sclerocarya 
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birrea. 
maka  [màka] adv. like that, thus. 
makaa'i  [màkaa'i] n. this time. 

— post. at this time. 
makalanta  [makalanta] n. school. 

makalanta kɛ  vt. attend school. 
malaika  [malaikà] n. angel. From: Arabic. 
mangolo  [máŋgòlò] n. mango. Mangifera 

indica. 
mangolo galafe  n. grafted mango. 

masa  [másá] n. wild custard apple. 
Annona senegalensis. Variant: mɔśɔ ́
(Kali). 

masana  n. sledge hammer. Syn: mɔlɛbɔ. 
mashĩn(i)  [maʃĩṇ̀ maʃĩnì] n. machine, 

motorbike. From: English. 
Masihu  [màsihù] n. Messiah. Syn: Kilisi. 

From: Arabic. 
Masihukɛ n. Messiaship. 

maso  [màsò] n. divination, augury. 
masobɔkɔ  [màsòbɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. Egyptian 

mongoose. Herpestes ichneumon. 
masola  [màsòla là] vt. divine, augur. 

masolanna  n. diviner. 
matɛ  [matɛ ́màtɛ]́ vi. wave, wipe, wallow. 

matɛ iũ  n. dip in water. 
matɛ ...wa  vi. pounce on. 
matɛ ...wa gbãado  vi. rape. 

mɛ ̃̀  n. body. Variant: /mɛbaasi/ more 
common. 

-mɛa  [mɛà] pro. 1s.BEN. 
mɛbaasi  [mɛb̀áásí] n. body. Variant: mɛ.̀ 

mɛbaasi ... fɛtɛ  vi. stirred by lust (be). 
mɛbaasi kã  n. body hair. 
mɛbaasi kɛ mukãa  vi. loss of vitality 

(have). 
mɛ(baasi)wãa  n. fever. 

mɛda  [mɛd̀a] n. python. 
mɛɛ  [mɛɛ̀]̀ n. snake. 
mɛgu  [mɛg̀u] n. body part/member. 
mɛkpa  [mɛk̀pa kpà] vi. get fat. 

mɛkpana  adj. fat. 
mɛn  [mɛṆ̀̀] cn. counting unit. 

mɛn ũkpa  adv. how many? 
mɛna  [mɛǹa] n. patience, mercy. 

mɛnade  n. patient person. 
mɛnafɔ   [mɛǹafɔ̃ ́fɔ̃]̀ vi. patient (be), 

endure. 
mɛnafɔ na  [mɛǹafɔñà] n. endurance, 

long-suffering. 

mɛnafɔ nna  n. patient person. 
mɛnakpa ...nɛ  [mɛǹakpá kpà] vi. ask for 

mercy. 
mɛnala ...wa  [mɛǹala là] vi. supplication 

(make). 
mɛnasaide  [mɛǹasàide] n. impatient 

person. 
mɛndo  [mɛṇ̀̀do] adv. one (unit, body). 

mɛndodo  adv. one each. 
mɛndo(na)  [mɛṇ̀̀dona] aadj. unique, 

only. 
mɛndosai  num. minus one. 

mɛsɛ  [mɛśɛ]́ n. broom. 
mɛsɛ di ...nɛo  vt. marry as secondary 

wife. 
mɛtu  [mɛt̀ú] n. hare. 
mɛwã  [mɛẁã wã]̀ vi. eager (be), hurry. 
mɛwãa  [mɛẁãà] n. fever. 
mɛwãakɛ  [mɛẁãàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. feverish (be). 
mi1  [mi mì] vt. drink, suck. 
mi2  pro. 1) 1s.HAB. 2) 1s.UNAC. 

midi  [midí] pro. 1s.HAB.NEG. 
mí1  ptcl. SUBJ focus marker. 
mí2  pro. 1s.SUBS. 
mí3  cnj. and. 
mì  n. head, source. 

mide  n. head, leader. 
misai  aadj. foolish. 

— n. folly. 
misaide  n. fool. 
misaikɛ  n. foolishness. 
misaiyã  n. foolish act/behaviour. 

mia  n. grave, tomb. 
mia'ɛ  [mia'ɛ]̀ n. grave (hole). Variant: 

miawɛ.̀ 
miagbɛ  [miagbɛ]̀ n. gravestone. 
miakpɛ  [miakpɛ]́ n/adv. cemetery. 
mi'ãa  [mì'ãa] n. headache. 
mibo  [mìbo bò] vi. haircut (have), shave 

head. 
mibo ...ũ  vi. extricate oneself from. 
mibona  n. haircut. 
mibonna  n. barber. 

mibɔkɔ  [mìbɔḱɔ] n. brain. 
midangua  [mìdaŋguà] n. summit, dome. 

midanguaũ  adv. overhead. 
— post. top of head of. 

midɛ  [mìdɛ dɛ]̀ vi. 1) finish, end, come to 
completion. 2) nod head. 
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midɛ ...wa  vi. finished (be) for. 
midɛkĩi  n. end, termination. 
midɛna  n. end, finish, result. 

midi ...wa  [mìdi dì] vi. head for. Variant: 
mipɛ ...wa. 

midibɔ  n. pillow. 
midɔ ...wa  [mìdɔ dɔ]̀ vi. pay attention to, 

promote. 
migbaa  [mìgbáá] n. bald person. 
migbãkɛ ...nɛ  [mìgbãkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. shake head 

at, refuse. 
mi'ĩi  [mì'i ̃í́] n. bad luck. 
mikã  [mìkã]́ n. hair (of head). 
mikɛ ...nɛ  [mìkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. nod to. 
mikɛkɛ  [mìkɛkɛ ̀kɛk̀ɛ]̀ vi. hair (do). 

mikɛkɛbɔ  n. comb. 
mikɛ   ...wa  [mìkɛ̃ ́kɛ̃]̀ vi. relinguish, give 

up. 
mikona  [mìkóná] n. stump, broken piece. 

Syn: kútu. 
mikpa ...di  [mìkpa kpà] vi. take refuge 

in/near. 
mikpa ...wa  vi. surrender to. 
mikpakĩa  adv. shelter, refuge. 
mikpakĩi  n. shelter, refuge. 

mikpɛdɔ ...nɛ  [mìkpɛdɔ dɔ]̀ vi. turn face 
from. 

mikutɛ ...nɛ  [mìkutɛ ́kùtɛ]́ vi. submit to. 
mikutɛna  adv. humbly, in humility. 

— n. submission, subjection. 
miliɔ   [miliɔ̃]̀ num. million. From: English. 
mimanga  [mìmaŋga] n. plait. Syn: mitãna. 
minna  [mìṇ́a] n. luck, fortune. [lucky] 

— padj. 
minnade  n. lucky/fortunate person. 

minnakɛ  [mìṇ́akɛ kɛ]̀ vi. good luck 
(have). 

minnakɛbɔ  n. charm. 
minti  [mintì] n. minute. Syn: mɔ ̀wɛn. 

From: English. 
miɔmiɔ  [míɔḿíɔ]́ adv. completely. 
mipɛ ...wa  [mìpɛ pɛ]̀ vi. head for. Variant: 

midi ...wa. 
mipɛtɛ  [mìpɛtɛ ́pɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. bow head. 
misɛsɛ  [mìsɛśɛ]́ n. pride. 

misɛsɛ vĩ  vt. proud (be). 
misɛsɛnna  n. proud person. 

misi  [mìsi sì] vt. save, rescue. 
misikĩi  n. refuge. 
misinna  n. saviour. 

Misila  [misilà] sn. Egypt. 

mitã  [mìtã tã]̀ vi. plait/weave/braid hair. 
mitãna  [mìtãnà] n. plait, braiding. 
mitãnna  n. women's hairdresser. 

mitɔngɔ  [mìtɔŋ́gɔ]́ n. skull (dry). 
mi'utɛkĩi  [mì'utɛkĩi] n. refuge. 
miwa  [mìwá] n. skull. 
mizĩ  [mìzi ̃]́ post. at the head of. 
mizɔ  ...kɔ wa  [mìzɔ ̃zɔ̃]̀ vt. stir up trouble 

among. 
mm  [ṃ] intj. yes. 
m'm  ['ṃ'ṃ] intj. oh. 
-mma  [ṃa] pro. 2s.DAT. 
-mmá  [ṃ́á] pro. 3p.DAT. 
mɔ1  n. moon. 

— cn. month. 
mɔ dufu  n. new moon. 
mɔ fua  n. full moon, moonlight. 

mɔ2  [mɔ ́mɔ]̀ vt. swallow. 
mɔ ĩi  [mɔ ́mɔ]̀ vt. swallow whole. 
mɔ ĩi bɛ  ɛ́  vt. swallow alive. 
mɔmɔ  [mɔḿɔ mɔm̀ɔ]̀ vt. swallow, 

consume (many). 
mɔmɔna  aadj. oral. 

mɔ3  [mɔ ́mɔ]̀ vi. 1) come. 2) enough (be), 
sufficient (be). 

mɔ ...do (...nɛ)  vi. bring (to). 
mɔ ...la  vi. engulf, overcome. 
mɔ sɛɛ  vi. approach. 
mɔ ...wa  vi. 1) enough/sufficient for 

(be). 2) come to, happen to. 
mɔgɔɔ  n. coming, arrival (time). 
mɔgɔɔ(zĩ)  adv. coming, arrival. 

Variant: mɔzĩ. 
mɔna  n. coming, arrival (act). 

mɔ̃̀  n. metal, iron. 
— cn. hour. 

mɔ̃̀ bà  n. chain. Syn: salika. 
mɔ̃̀ gbɔ   n. ore residue. 
mɔ̃̀ ka ...wa  vt. handcuff. 
mɔ̃̀ kpɛ ́ n. house with corrugated iron 

roof. 
mɔ̃̀ lɛ  vt. ring bell. 
mɔ̃̀ oo  n. metal pot. 
mɔ̃̀ pɔ  adj. metal thing. 
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mɔpua  n. aluminium. 
mɔsia  n. iron. 
mɔtɛ  a  n. copper. 
mɔtɛ  a gbãa  n. brass, bronze. 

mɔ ...nɛ  [mɔ mɔ]̀ vt. show (not by 
pointing), confirm. 

mɔa  [mɔà́] n. African mahogany. Khaya 
senegalensis. 

mɔao  [mɔà́ò] n. use. 
mɔaokɛ  [mɔà́òkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. use, use up. 
mɔbona  [mɔbonà] n. new moon. 
mɔfua  [mɔf̀ùà] n. metal helmut. 
mɔgatɛkpɛ  [mɔg̀átɛḱpɛ]́ n. furnace. 
mɔgbaa  [mɔg̀baa] n. verandah. 
mɔko  [mɔk̀o] n. axe. 
mɔkɔ n  [mɔkɔ̃ṇ̀̀] pro. 2s.TOP, 2s.APPO. 
mɔlɛ ...nɛ  [mɔl̀ɛ lɛ]̀ vi. telephone. Syn: 

wayalɛ ...nɛ. 
mɔlɛbɔ  [mɔl̀ɛb́ɔ]̀ n. sledge hammer. Syn: 

masana. 
mɔmɔtɛ  na  [mɔmɔtɛ̃ńá] n. wild olive. 

Ximenia americana. 
mɔmɔtɛ  nda  [mɔmɔtɛ̃ṇ́́da] n. coral tree. 

Erythrina senegalensis. 
mɔnɔnɔ  [mɔǹɔǹɔ]̀ padj. rounded. 
mɔɔmɔɔ  [mɔɔ̀m̀ɔɔ̀]̀ adv. often. 
mɔɔna  [mɔɔ́ǹa] n. harp. Etym: Dendi: 

móólò. 
mɔɔna lɛ  vt. play harp. 
mɔɔnlɛna  n. harp-playing. 
mɔɔnlɛnna [mɔɔ́ṇ̀̀lɛṇ̀a] n. harpist. 

mɔsɔ  [mɔs̀ɔ ́mɔs̀ɔ]̀ vt. suck. 
mɔsɔna  [mɔs̀ɔná] n. soap. 
mɔśɔna  [mɔśɔńá] n. mosquito. 
mɔsɔ   [mɔs̀ɔ̃]́ n. bicycle. Lit: 'iron-horse'. 

Syn: kɛkɛ. 
mɔsɔ de  [mɔs̀ɔd̃e] n. cyclist. 

mɔta  [mɔtà] n. car, vehicle. From: English. 
mɔtikina  [mɔt̀ikina] n. bell. 
mue  n. rice. 
mukaa  [mùkàà] n. weak (body). 
mukã ...do  vi. compare with. Syn: lɛkã 

...do. 
munafiki  [mùnafìkí] n. hypocrisy, deceit. 

munafikide  n. hypocrite. 
munafikikɛ  n. hypocrisy, deceit. 
munafikisai  aadj. sincere. 
munafikiyã  n. hypocritical act. 

munafikikɛ  [mùnafìkikɛ kɛ]̀ n. 
hypocritical (be), deceitful (be). 

muse  [músé] n. calamity, disaster, 
misfortune. 

musekɛ  [músékɛ]́ vi. devastated (be ), 
ruined (be). 

musekɛgɔɔ  n. day of disaster. 
musekpa ...di  [músékpá] vi. inflict 

damage on. 
musɛ  n. moisture, dampness. 

musɛ vĩ  vt. damp (be), moist (be). 
musɛpita ...wa  [musɛpìtá pìtà] vi. water. 
musu  [mùsú] adv. up high. 

— post. about, concerning. 
— n. sky. Syn: luabɛ. 

musu ɔdi  adv. west. Variant: ɔkɔsi ɔdi 
(Kali). 

Musude  n. heaven's Proprietor, Most 
High. 

Musude mɔko  n. meteorite. Lit: 'God's 
axe (associated with fireball)'. 

musudenɔ  n. inhabitants of heaven. 
musumusu  adv. high up. 

Musulumi  [musulùmi] n. Muslim. 
musumusu  [músúmúsú] padj. sluggish, 

hesitant. 
musumusukɛ  [músúmúsúkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 

sluggish (be), hesistant (be). 
musuna  [músùna] n. cat, wild cat. 
musu'ɔdidenɔ  [mùsu'ɔd̀idenɔ] n. 

westerners. 
muyãa  [muɲaa] adv. last year. 

N  -  n 
 
n  [Ṇ] pro. 2s.PRF, 2s.OBJ, 2s.POSS. 

n do  pro. you alone. 
n gĩna  pro. yourself. 
ndi  [ṇdi] pro. 2s.UNAC. 

ndí  [ṇdí] pro. 2s.HAB.NEG, 2s.SUBS. 
ndì  [ṇdì] pro. 2s.HAB. 

-n  [-Ṇ̀] ptcl. Presentative copula. Busa 
gbɛñ ma ũ. I am Busa. 

-n do  ptcl. Presentative copula followed 
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by.NEG marker. 
-n doo  ptcl. is it not so? Mba ma dɔñ 

doo? Don't you know me? N wɛ̃ ̀ba lɛ ́
vĩn doo? Your years have no end, is it 
not so? 

-n dò  ptcl. whether. Copula /-ǹ/ plus 
COM /dò/, sometimes without copula. 

ń1  [Ṇ́] pro. 3p.OBJ. 
ń2  [Ṇ́] pro. 2s.STAT. 

mba  [ṃ́ba] pro. 2s.STAT.NEG. 
nda  [ṇ́da] pro. 2s.IMPRF. 
ńda  [ṇ́dá] pro. 2s.PROG. 

ǹ  [Ṇ̀] pro. 2s.SBJ. 
ǹkũ  [ŋ̣̀kũ] pro. 2s.SBJ.CONT. 

na1  n. wife. Syn: nɔ. 
na2  [na nà] vt. 1) light. 2) overload. 

— vi. positioned near (be). 
na kɔ wa  vi. join, close to each other 

(be). 
na kɔ wa ...do  vt. pin to. 
na ...nɛ ...di  vi. charge in name of, urge 

before. 
na ...nɛ ... ɔzĩ  vt. entrust with, put 

into care of. 
na ... sɛɛ  vi. 1) approach. 2) lean 

against. 
na ...wa  vt. attach, stick on. 
nana  [nanà nànà] vt. position (many). 
nana  [nanà] adv. lit, alight. 
nana ...di  [nanà nànà] vi. crowd. 
nana kɔ wa  vi. join together. 
nana ...wa  vi. joined (be), united to 

(be), positioned (be). 
— vt. put around, join. 

-na1  [nà] ptcl. Participle marker (adverbial 
or nominal). [Note: Nominal participle 
is often lengthened, as is any NP, but 
the length is not written.] 

-na2  ptcl. nominaliser, diminutive. 
naa  [nàá] n. madam. 
naai  [nááí] n. trust, faithfulness. 

naaide  n. faithful person, trustworthy 
person. 

naaikɛ  n. faithfulness. 
naaiyã  n. faithful deed/behaviour. 

naaikɛ  [nááíkɛ]́ vt. trust, believe. 
naaikɛna  n. faith, belief. 
naaikɛnna  n. believer. 
naaikɛnsai(de)  n. unbeliever. 
naaikɛsai  n. unbelief. 
naaisai  aadj. faithless, unreliable. 
naaisaide  n. faithless/unreliable 

person. 
naaisaiyãkɛ (...nɛ)  [nááísàíñákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 

act unfaithfully (towards), unfaithful 
to (be). 

naga  n. pearl millet. Pennisetum glaucum. 
nai  [nàí nàì] vt. sew, mend. 

naisai  padj. seamless. 
nakãa  [nakãa nàkãa] vt. gather, plunder. 
nakɛ ...wa  [nakɛ ́nàkɛ] vi. persuade, press, 

exhort, urge. 
nakɛnakɛ ...wa  vi. urge strongly, 

threaten. 
nakinaki  [nàkìnàkì] adv. sticky. 
nakotɛ    [nàkòtɛ̃]́ n. shrub species. 

Combretum fragrans. 
namɛndode  [namɛṇ̀̀dode] n. man with 

one wife. 
nana  n. dream. 

nana o  vt. dream. 
nana'onna  [nana'òṇa] n. dreamer. 
nao  [nàó nàò] vt. count. 

naona  n. census. 
naonagɔɔ  n/adv. census time. 

natɛ  [natɛ ́nàtɛ]́ vi. bend down. 
— vt. suppress. 

natɛ ...nɛ  vi. crouch before. 
natɛna  padj. crouched. 

-ndo  [ṇ̀do] ptcl. it is not. I kɛ makando fa. 
It's not like that. Etym: Copula plus 
negation. 

nɛ  [nɛ nɛ]̀ vt. blow down, defeat. 
-nɛ  [nɛ ́nɛ]̀ post. Benefactive postposition. 

-nɛ  [nɛ]̀ pro. 3s.BEN. 
nɛ ́ n. 1) child, nephew, niece. 2) fruit. 

3) lid. 
nɛ ́kaaku  n. firstborn. 
nɛ ́na  n. daughter in law. 
nɛ ́ta  vt. cover, put on lid of. 
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nɛ ́zã  n. son in law. 
nɛde  aadj. fruitful, having offspring. 
nɛsa  n. young male animal. 
nɛsai  padj. childless. 

nɛɛla  [nɛɛlà] cn. naira. From: English. 
nɛfɛ  na  [nɛf́ɛ̃ńá] n. child. 

nɛfɛ  nkɛ  n. childhood (state). 
nɛfɛ  nkɛgɔɔ  n. childhood (time). 
nɛfɛ  nkɛgɔɔ kɛ  vt. spend childhood. 

nɛgɛnɛgɛ  [nɛg̀ɛǹɛg̀ɛ]̀ adj. mild (sun). 
nɛgɔ na  [nɛǵɔña] n. hero, brave man. 

nɛgɔ nkɛ(na)  n. courage, bravery. 
nɛgwana  [nɛǵwanà] n. child-raising. 

nɛgwanna  n. foster parent. 
nɛ'i  [nɛ'́i 'ì] vi. 1) give birth, bear child. 

2) bear fruit, bear interest. 
nɛ'igɔɔ  n/adv. birthing time, birthday. 
nɛ'i(na)  [nɛ'́i(nà] n. childbirth. 

— aadj. interest bearing (money). 
nɛ'inna  [nɛ'́ìṇa] n. child-bearer. 

— aadj. fruit bearing. 
nɛ'isai  adv. fruitless, childless. 
nɛ'isaikɛ  n. childlessness. 

nɛ'i'ãa  [nɛ'́i'ãa] n. birth pangs. 
nɛ'i'ãa kɛ/ma  vt. suffer birth-pangs. 

nɛ'isakpɛ  [nɛ'́isakpɛ]́ n. womb. 
nɛkaakuzɛ  [nɛḱáákúzɛ]́ n. birthright of 

firstborn. 
nɛna1  [nɛńá] n. tongue. 

nɛna ... go  vi. tongue losed (have). 
nɛna ... natɛ  vi. tongue stuck to palate 

(have). 
nɛna natɛ  vt. make dumb. 

nɛna2  n. West African ebony. Diospyros 
mespiliformis. 

nɛn lí  n. ebony tree. 
nɛnawoto  [nɛnawòtó] n. gecko. 
nɛnɔgbɛ    [nɛnɔgbɛ̃]́ n. daughter. 
nɛnɔgɔ na  [nɛńɔgɔña] n. son. 
nɛnɔkɔna  [nɛńɔkɔna] n. young girl. 
nɛsɛ  [nɛs̀ɛ]̀ n. stomach, abdomen. 

nɛsɛ ... da dokũ  vi. peace (have). 
nɛsɛ da ...nɛ dokũ  vt. give peace to. 
nɛsɛ ... su gudokũ  vi. be at peace. 
nɛsɛde  n. thoughtful person. 

nɛsɛpua  n. honesty. 
nɛsɛsaide  n. loveless. 
nɛsɛyã  n. matter of the heart. 

nɛsɛdi do  [nɛs̀ɛd̀i dì] vi. settled (be), at 
peace (be). 

nɛsɛdi ...nɛ do  vi. grant peace. 
nɛsɛdokũ  [nɛs̀ɛd̀okŋ̣́] n. peace, harmony, 

stability, steadfastness. 
nɛsɛdokũde  n. steady/stable person. 

nɛsɛdokũkɛ ...do  [nɛs̀ɛd̀okŋ̣́kɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 
like-minded with (be). 

nɛsɛdokũkɛna  n. like-mindedness. 
nɛsɛgũa  [nɛs̀ɛg̀ũà] n. jealousy. 
nɛsɛ'i  [nɛs̀ɛ'̀í] n. sadness, depression. 

nɛsɛ'i ... ya  vi. sad (be). Wá nɛsɛ'i yà 
bugubugu. We are profoundly sad. 

nɛsɛ'i ya  vt. sadden, frustrate. 
nɛsɛ'iyana  n. sadness, depression. 

nɛsɛlitɛ  [nɛs̀ɛl̀itɛ ́lìtɛ]́ vi. change mind. 
Variant: sɔ̃ ̀litɛ. 

nɛsɛmaa  [nɛs̀ɛm̀aa] n. integrity, 
uprightness, goodwill, kindness. 

nɛsɛmaade  n. upright person. 
nɛsɛmɛmpiade  [nɛs̀ɛm̀ɛṃ̀piade] n. 

hypocrite, double-minded person. 
nɛsɛmɛndo [nɛs̀ɛm̀ɛṇ̀̀do] n. 

wholeheartedness, sincerity. 
nɛsɛnidɛ  [nɛs̀ɛǹidɛ] n. humility, 

gentleness, meekness. 
nɛsɛnidɛde  n. gentle/peaceful person. 

nɛsɛnini  [nɛs̀ɛǹini nìnì] vi. comforted (be), 
encouraged (be). 

nɛsɛnini ...nɛ  vt. encourage. 
nɛsɛninigɔɔ  n. refreshing time. 
nɛsɛnininna  n. encourager. 
nɛsɛniniyã  n. word of encouragement. 

nɛsɛpãsĩ  [nɛs̀ɛp̀ãsi ̃]́ n. malice. 
nɛsɛpãsĩde  n. malicious person. 

nɛsɛpua  [nɛs̀ɛp̀ua] n. pure heart. 
nɛsɛpuade  n. upright person. 

nɛsɛũyã  [nɛs̀ɛù̃̀ɲá] n. thoughts of the 
heart. 

nɛsɛvãi  [nɛs̀ɛv̀ãì] n. evil intent, malice. 
nɛsɛvãide  n. evil minded person. Syn: 

pɔsiade, nɔvãide. 
nɛsɛwãa  [nɛs̀ɛẁãà] n. haste, rashness. 

nɛsɛwãade  n. impulsive person. 
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nɛtɛ  na  [nɛt́ɛ̃ńá] n. baby. 
ni1  n. need, desire. 

ni ... go ...wa  vi. lose desire for. 
ni vĩ  vi. need, desire. 

ni2  [ni nì] vi. sink. 
-ni  [nì] ptcl. clause final interrogatve 

particle. Variant: -i (if IW occurs 
before verb). 

ní  n. nose. Syn: nitu. 
niba  [níbà] n. lace (of shoe), thong. 
nibɔ  [nibɔ]̀ n. stranger, guest, visitor. 

nibɔkɛ  n. sojourn. 
nibɔkɛkɛ ...nɛ  [nibɔk̀ɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vt. 

hospitable to (be). 
nibɔkɛkɛna  n. hospitality. 
nibɔkɛkɛnna  n. hospitable person. 

nidɛ1  [nidɛ]̀ adj. 1) cold, wet, damp. 
2) peaceful, comforting. 
— n. refreshment. 

nidɛnidɛ  adv. peaceful, comfortable. 
nidɛ2  [nidɛ dɛ]̀ vi. desire, need (thing), 

miss (person). Variant: nikɛ. 
nidɛna  n. desire. Variant: nikɛna. 

nidɛkũ  [nidɛk̀ũ kù̃] vi. cool, slow down. 
nikasikpa ...di  [níkàsíkpá kpà] 

vi..NEGlect. 
nikiniki(na) [níkíníkínà] aadj. jet black. 
nina  n. spirit, shadow, reflection. 

ninakɛ  n. spiritual.STATe. 
Nina  n. Spirit (of God). 
ninasai  aadj. without a spirit. 

nini  [níni nìnì] vi. cool, become cold. 
— vt. cool, dampen, moisten. 

ninina  padj. encouraged, comforted. 
nisã  [nísã]́ vi. sneeze. 

— n. tall vine species. Leptadenia 
hastata. 

nisi  [nísí] n. oil, fat. 
nisi dɔkɔ ...wa  vt. apply fat/oil to. 
niside  adj. oily, fatty. 

nisika ...wa  [nísíká kà] vi. anoint. 
nitɛ  [nitɛ ́nìtɛ]́ vi. quiet (be). 

nitɛna  padj. silent, quiet, speechless. 
nitu  [nítù] n. nose. Variant: ní. 

nitu bà  n. septum. 
nitu wɛ ̃̀  n. nostril. 

nitukɔlɔwa  [nítùkɔlɔwá] n. bridge of 
nose. 

nna  [ṇ́a] adj. sweet, acceptable, pleasing, 
sharp. 

nnanna  [ṇ́aṇ́a] adv. sweetly, 
acceptably. 

-nna [ṇa] ptcl. actor suffix. 
nnakɛ ...nɛ  [ṇ́akɛ kɛ]̀ vi. benevolent to 

(be). 
nnakũ  [ṇ́akŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. sweeten. 
-nnɛ  [ṇɛ] pro. 2s.BEN. 
-nnɛ ́ [ṇ́ɛ]́ pro. 3p.BEN. 
nɔ  n. woman, fiancée. 

nɔ dãkpa  vt. intercourse with woman 
(have). 

nɔ pɔ ́ì mɛsɛ dinɛo  n. concubine. 
nɔ pusɛ  n. 1) single woman (divorced 

or widowed). 2) girlfriend. 
nɔ sataa  n. young married woman. 
nɔ wɛtɛ  vt. 1) seek wife. 2) look for a 

woman for sex. 
nɔ zãde  n. married woman. 
nɔde  n. groom. 

-nɔ  ptcl. PL marker. 
-nɔ̃̀  ptcl. Specific PL marker. Use with 

kinship terms /da, de, mae, dazi, 
dezi/ but not /nɛ,́ vĩna, dakũna, 
anzue/. Use also with /dé/ 'who', 
/dakɔ/̃ 'other', /ke/ 'some'. 

nɔɛ  [nɔyɛ]̀ ptcl. PL marker followed by 
Clause Emphasis marker . 

nɔ̃̀  n. foetus, pregnancy. 
nɔ̃̀ butɛ  vi. miscarriage (have), abort. 
nɔ̃̀de  n. pregnant woman. 

nɔa  n. hunger. 
nɔa ... dɛ  vt. feel hungry. 
nɔade  n. hungry person. 

nɔadɛnna  [nɔadɛṇ̀a] n. hungry person. 
nɔama  [nɔama mà] vi. feel hungry. 
nɔbɔ  [nɔb̀ɔ]̀ n. 1) animal. 2) meat. 

nɔbɔnɔ imi saana  n. Venus, morning 
star. 

nɔbɔ kɔkɔ  n. maggot. 
nɔbɔ so  vt. eat meat. 
nɔbɔsai  aadj. meatless (soup). 

nɔbɔkuu  [nɔb̀ɔk̀úú] n. hooded vulture. 
Necrosyrtes monachus. 

nɔbɔmusu(na)  [nɔb̀ɔm̀úsùna] n. lion. 
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Panthera leo. Syn: gũnkpɛmusu. 
nɔ̃̀butɛ  [nɔb̀utɛ ́bùtɛ]́ vi. abort foetus. 
nɔbutɛkɛ  [nɔb̀utɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. abort. 
nɔdãkpanna  [nɔdãkpàṇa] n. womaniser, 

immoral man. 
nɔdɔ ...ũ  [nɔd̀ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. impregnate. 
nɔdufusɛnna  [nɔdufusɛṇ̀a] n. groom. 
nɔgbɛ    [nɔgbɛ̃]́ n. woman. 

nɔgbɛ   nɛ'inna  n. midwife. 
nɔgbɛ  de  aadj. female (sibling). 
nɔgbɛ  kɛ  n. femininity, womanhood. 

nɔgbɛ  zinanɔlɛyimɔ  [nɔgbɛz̃inànɔlɛyimɔ] 
adv. name of a month. Lit: 'old-
women-fasting-month'. 

nɔgɔ na  [nɔgɔña] n. man, boy. 
nɔgɔ nkɛ  [nɔgɔŋ̣̃kɛ] n. manhood. 
nɔgɔ nkɛ yã o  vt. boast about strength. 
nɔgɔ nkɛbɔ  n. male organ, penis. 
nɔgɔ nkɛyã  n. male bravado. 

nɔkɔna  [nɔkɔńá] n. girl, fiancee. 
— aadj. female (sheep). 

nɔkɔn dufu  [nɔkɔṇ́́] n. bride. 
nɔkɔn'ɔdo  [nɔkɔŋ̣'ɔdo] n. spiny shrub 

species. Acacia gourmaensis. 
nɔmaabebɔ  [nɔmaabebɔ]̀ n. jewellery. 
nɔna  [nɔǹa] n. 1) intestine, bowel. 

2) depth. 
nɔnɔ  [nɔǹɔ nɔǹɔ]̀ vi. stretch. 

nɔnɔ ...di  vi. stretch towards. 
nɔpãapãakɛnna  [nɔpãapãakɛṇ̀a] n. 

immoral woman. 
nɔsataa  [nɔsátáá] n. unmarried woman. 
nɔsɛ  vi. marry (a wife). 

nɔsɛ(na)  [nɔsɛnà] n. marriage, 
wedding. 

nɔsɛgɔɔ  n/adv. wedding day. 
nɔsɛnna  n. bridegroom. 

nɔsɛle  n. wedding song. 
nɔsɛpɔbena  [nɔsɛṕɔb́enà] n. wedding 

feast. 
nɔsi  [nɔs̀i sì] vi. conceive, get pregnant. 

nɔsina  n. pregnancy. 
— padj. pregnant. N danɛ nɛnɔgɔña 
nɔsina. Your relative is pregnant with 
a son. 

nɔsinde  [nɔs̀iṇ̀de] n. pregnant woman. 
nɔwɛtɛnna  [nɔwɛt̀ɛṇa] n. womaniser. 
nu  pro. that. Lapɔ yã pinɔ dɛn nu. That is 

how those things are. 
nukunuku  [núkúnúkú] adv. finely 

crushed. 
nunu  [nùnú] n. electric fish. 

O  -  o 
 
-o1  ptcl. end of sentence.NEGation 

marker. 
-o dé  ptcl..NEGative sentence 

interrogation marker expressing 
surprise. 

-ó  ptcl. end of sentence question marker 
expressing surprise. 

o (...nɛ)  ['o 'ò] vt. speak (to), tell. 
— vi. say. 

onna  n. speaker. 
oaa  ['òaa] num. two hundred unit. 

oaa do  num. two hundred. 
oaa sɔo  num. thousand. 

oaa sɔosɔo lɛɛ ...  num. thousand 
multiples. 

-oda  [oda] ptcl. end of sentence.NEGative 
question marker expecting affirmative 
answer. 

oo  ['óo] n. pot. 
oo bo  vt. make pot. 
oo di tɛwa  vt. put pot on fire. 

o'o1  ['o'o 'ò'ò] vt. thread, skewer, string. 
o'o2  ['ó'ó] intj. oh. 
oobobɔ  ['óobobɔ]̀ aadj. pot-making. 

oobonna  n. potter. 

Ɔ  -  ɔ 
 
ɔ  ['ɔ] n. 1) hand, forearm. 2) tendril. ɔ bà  n. hangnail. 
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ɔ gii  adv. empty handed. 
ɔ ... zɛ tɛɛo vi. restless (be). 
ɔnɛ  n. finger. 

ɔ ́ ['ɔ]́ n. 1) cry. 2) sound (instrumental). 
ɔbo  ['ɔbo bò] vi. stretch out hand. 

ɔbo ...ũ  [iv] relinguish, give up. 
ɔda ...wa  ['ɔda dà] vi. help. 

ɔdamma  ['ɔdaṃ́á] n. help. 
ɔdammade  n. helper. 

ɔdi  ['ɔdì] post. direction. 
ɔdɔ  ['ɔdɔ dɔ]̀ vt. offer hand. 

ɔdɔ ...nɛ  ['ɔdɔ dɔ]̀ vi. point out, show 
by pointing. 

ɔdɔ ...wa  vi. 1) point at, indicate. 
2) begin. 

ɔd́ɔ  ['ɔd́ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. make sound. 
ɔd́ɔ  n. sound. 

ɔfĩfĩ ...wa  ['ɔfi ̃f̀ĩ fi ̃f̀i ̃]̀ vi. take hold of. 
ɔgãngasu  ['ɔgãŋgasú] n. elbow. 
ɔgãsĩ  ['ɔgãs̀ĩ] n. upper arm. 
ɔgbɛ  ['ɔgbɛ]̀ n. fingerprint, handwriting, 

handiwork, stamp. 
ɔgbɛ kɛ    vt. write with finger (in sand). 

ɔgɛ   ...ũ  ['ɔgɛ ̃gɛ̃]̀ vi. put hand in. 
ɔgɔ  ['ɔg̀ɔ]́ n. money. 

ɔgɔ baka  n. bundle of money. 
ɔgɔ bɔkɔ  n. purse, wallet. Syn: ɔgɔkpɛ. 
ɔgɔda n. capital. 
ɔgɔ dɛ  vt. spend money. 
ɔgɔ le  vi. get/find money. 
ɔgɔ lenkpa  vt. exchange money. 
ɔgɔ litɛ  vt. change money. 
ɔgɔ si ...wa  vt. collect money/tax 

from. 
ɔgɔ vãi  n. corrupt money. 
ɔgɔ vãi le  vi. receive/deal in corrupt 

money. 
ɔgɔde  n. rich person. 
ɔgɔdekɛ  n. wealth. 

ɔgɔdinna  ['ɔg̀ɔdìṇa] n. treasurer. 
ɔgɔlenkpanna  ['ɔg̀ɔleŋkpàṇa] n. 

moneychanger. 
ɔgɔsikĩi  ['ɔg̀ɔśíkĩi] n. bank, money 

collection box. 

ɔgɔsinna  n. money/tax collector. 
ɔgɔsikpɛ  ['ɔg̀ɔśíkpɛ]́ n. tax-office. 
ɔgɔsĩkãnna  ['ɔg̀ɔśi ̃k̀ãṇa] n. money-lender. 
ɔgɔ'utɛnna  ['ɔg̀ɔ'ùtɛṇa] n. treasurer. 
ɔgɔvãilenna  ['ɔg̀ɔvãìlèṇa] n. dealer in 

corrupt money. 
ɔgɔwɛmpua  ['ɔg̀ɔẃɛṃ́́pua] n. cowrie shell. 
ɔgɔwɛtɛzɛ  [ɔg̀ɔwɛtɛźɛ]́ n. money making 

scheme. 
ɔgɔwɛtɛ    ['ɔg̀ɔẃɛt́ɛ̃]́ n. coin. 
ɔgɔyindide  ['ɔg̀ɔyiṇ́díde] n. lover of 

money. 
ɔka ...ũ  ['ɔka kà] vi. put hand in (pocket). 
ɔkɛ ...nɛ  ['ɔkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. wave to. 
ɔkɔkɔ  ['ɔkɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. claw, fingernail. 
ɔkɔsi  ['ɔkɔs̀í] n/adv. evening, late 

afternoon. 
ɔkɔsi la  adv. this evening. 
ɔkɔsi lɛ ́ n. dusk. 
ɔkɔsi ɔdi  adj. west. 

ɔkɔtɔna  ['ɔkɔt̀ɔńá] n. knuckle. Variant: 
ɔkɔtɛña (Kali). 

ɔkɔtɔnakpa ...nɛ  ['ɔkɔt̀ɔńákpá kpà] vi. 
rap with knuckle. 

ɔkpa ...di  ['ɔkpa kpà] vi. push against. 
ɔkpa ...wa  vi. shake hands. 
ɔkpana  n. pushing. 

— adv. with hands folded. 
ɔkpaalɛ  ['ɔkpààlɛ kpààlɛ]̀ vi. clap. 
ɔkpɛa  ['ɔkpɛa] n. back of hand. 
ɔkpɛadi  ['ɔkpɛadì] adv. incorrectly, 

unjustly. 
ɔkusude  ['ɔkusude] n. leper. 
ɔku(tɛ) ...la  ['ɔkútɛ ́kùtɛ] vi. cover with 

hand. 
ɔkutu  ['ɔkùtù] n. fist. 

— cn. handful. 
ɔkutukpa  ['ɔkùtùkpá kpà] vi. make fist, 

grasp. 
ɔkũkɛ  ['ɔkũkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. menstruate. 
ɔkũna  ['ɔkũnà] n. menstruation. 
ɔla  ['ɔla] n. hand. 
ɔlɛ  ['ɔlɛ] n. behaviour, character. 

ɔlɛ sɛ  vt. take after (someone), imitate. 
ɔlɛna  ['ɔlɛńà] n. cubit. 
ɔli ...ũ  ['ɔli lì] vi. stir with hand. 
ɔlika ...di  [ɔlika lìka] vi. embrace. 
ɔlitɛ  ['ɔlitɛ]́ n. buying and selling with 

borrowed money. 
ɔlitɛ kɛ vt. buy and sell with borrowed 

money. 
ɔlɔ  ['ɔl̀ɔ] n. Senegal galago. Galago 

senegalensis. 
ɔma ...wa  ['ɔma mà] vi. stroke. 
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ɔmama ...wa  vt. rub. 
ɔmatɛmatɛ  ['ɔmatɛ ́màtɛ]́ vi. grope. 
ɔna ...wa  ['ɔna nà] vi. touch, lay hand on. 
ɔnda  ['ɔnda] n. water pot. 
ɔnɛguguaũ  ['ɔnɛguguaũ] n. middle finger. 
ɔnɛlɛna  ['ɔnɛĺɛńà] n. span. 
ɔnɛmida  ['ɔnɛmìda] n. thumb. 
ɔnɛzã  ['ɔnɛźã]́ n. little finger. 
ɔɔdɔ  ['ɔɔ́d́ɔ] n. crying. 

— vt. cry for. 
— vi. cry, cackle, crow, mourn, 
squeak, wail. 

ɔɔdɔna  n. mourning, crying. 
ɔɔdɔnna n. mourner. 

ɔɔlɛ  ['ɔɔlɛ]́ n. entrance to courtyard. Etym: 
'ɔũlɛ. 

ɔɔlɛdãnna  ['ɔɔlɛdãṇ̀a] n. doorkeeper. 
ɔpɛ ...wa  ['ɔpɛ pɛ]̀ vi. push. 
ɔpia  ['ɔpia] n. right hand. 

ɔpiade  n/aadj. right handed. 
ɔpiadi  adv. on right hand. 

— post. right hand of. Variant: ɔpia 
ɔdi. 

ɔpiapia  adv. eagerly, with both hands. 
ɔpi(pi)  ['ɔpipì pìpì] vi. wash hands. 
ɔpoto (...nɛ)  ['ɔpòtò pòtò] vi. open hands 

to, give generously. 
ɔsa  ['ɔsa] n. forearm. 
ɔsɛ  ['ɔsɛ sɛ]̀ vi. raise hands. 
ɔsɔtɔ ...ũ  ['ɔsɔtɔ sɔt̀ɔ]̀ vi. insert hand into. 
ɔsɔ  ...di  ['ɔsɔ ̃sɔ̃]̀ vi. push. 
ɔsuta  ['ɔsuta sùtà] vi. lick hand. 

ɔsutana  n. licking hand, bribe-taking. 
ɔta (...wa)  ['ɔta tà] vi. extend, spread. 

ɔta ... swalɛ  vi. put hands over ears. 
ɔta ...wɛlɛ  vi. shield eyes with hand. 

ɔtaa  ['ɔtàa] n. palm of hand. 
ɔtɛ  na  ['ɔtɛ ̃ńá] n. pointing finger. 

ɔtɛ  ndɔkĩi  ['ɔtɛ ̃ṇ́́dɔkĩi] n. directive, 
instruction. 

ɔtɔ  ...wa  ['ɔtɔ ̃tɔ̃]̀ vi. oppress, strike. 
ɔu  ['ɔù] n. armpit. From: Bisã : ɔru. 
ɔũ1  ['ɔṃ] n/adv. compound, household. 

ɔũ katɛ  vt. establish household. 
ɔũ zĩkɛnna  n. household servant. 
ɔũu  adv. in compound. 
ɔũde  n. householder. 
ɔũdenɔ  n. household members. 
ɔũ'ɔũ  adv. house to house. 

ɔu ̃̀  ['ɔṃ̀] n. face. 
ɔũkatɛnna  ['ɔũkàtɛṇa] n. founder of 

household. 
ɔũsisi  ['ɔù̃sisì sìsì] vi. look sad/downcast. 

ɔũsisina  n. downcast look. 
ɔũsisinna  n. downcast person. 

ɔwakazĩ  ['ɔwakàzĩ] n. wrist. 
ɔya ...ũ  ['ɔya yà] vi. handle, look at 

carefully. 
ɔzɛngɛ  ['ɔzɛŋgɛ] n. left hand. 

ɔzɛngɛ ɔdi  post. on left of. 
ɔzɛngɛde  n/aadj. left-handed. 
ɔzɛngɛdi  adv. on left hand. 

ɔzĩ1  ['ɔzi ̃]́ post. in hand/employ of. 
ɔzĩ2  ['ɔzĩ] n. handwork, craft. 

ɔzĩ dɔ na  n. skill. 
ɔzĩ kɛ  vt. handwork/craft (do). 

ɔzĩdokũkɛnna  ['ɔzĩdokũkɛṇ̀a] n. person 
plying the same trade. 

ɔzĩkɛna  ['ɔzĩkɛnà] n. handiwork. 
ɔzĩkɛnna  n. craftsman. 

ɔzɔ  ...wa  ['ɔzɔ ̃zɔ̃]̀ vi. dip in. 

Ɔ   -  ɔ  
 
ɔ nɔ  ['ɔ̃ńɔ] n. wisdom, cleverness. 

ɔ nɔde  n. wise person. 
ɔ nɔ'ɔ nɔ  adv. wisely. 
ɔ nɔsaide  n. unwise person. 
ɔ nɔyã  n. word of wisdom. 

ɔ nɔkɛ ...nɛ  ['ɔ̃ńɔkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. outwit, deceive. 
ɔ nɔkɛ(na)nnɛ  n. deception. 

ɔ nɔkɛnnɛde  n. deceiver. 
ɔ nɔkĩsãmma  ['ɔ̃ńɔki ̃s̀ãṃ́́á] n. lack of 

wisdom. 
ɔ nɔkĩsãmmade  n. person lacking in 

wisdom. 
ɔ nɔkũ  ['ɔ̃ńɔkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. wise (become). 

ɔ nɔkũsai  adv. without becoming wise. 
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P  -  p 
 
pa1  [pa pà] vi. full (be). 

— vt. fill. 
papa (...wa)  vi. fulfil, accomplish (in). 
papa ...nɛ  vt. fulfil/accomplish for. 
papana  n. fulfilment. 

— padj. complete, perfect. 
papanna  n. perfecter, fulfiller. 

pa2  [pá pà] vt. sting, hit. 
pá tedo  vt. kick. Ma kolo pà tedo. I 

kicked a ball. 
papa  [pápa pàpà] vt. hit (many). 

pá  n. handle. 
paa  [pàa pàà] vt. cut open, split. 

paapaa  vt. chop up (wood), split 
(many). 

paana  padj. split, open (heart). 
pai  [pài] n. crowd. 

— padj. full. 
paida  aadj. majority. 

pakan  [pakaṇ] n. nothing. 
pasitɔ  [pasitɔ]̀ n. pastor. From: English. 
pata (...wa)  [pàta pàtà] vi. roar, rebuke, 

strike (lightning). 
patana  n. roar. 

pã  adj. useless. 
— adv. for nothing. 

pã be  vi. get something for nothing. 
pã ...la  [pã pã]̀ vi. cross over. 

pã kɔ la  vt. cross over each other. 
pã ...nɛ  vi. hinder. 
pã zɛla  vi. transgress, overstep, stray. 

pãapãa  adj. without cause, for nothing. 
pãapãakɛ  [pãapãakɛ] n. being idle. 

pãapãakɛna  n. dissipation. 
pãapãakɛnna  n. useless/immoral 

person. 
pãbenna  [pãbèṇa] n. one who wants to 

get things for nothing. 
pãkpa ...di  [pãkpa kpà] vi. abandon. 

pãkpana  n. abandonment, neglect. 
pãsĩ  [pãsi ̃]́ adj. mean, wild, savage, 

dangerous, fierce, violent, severe. 
pãsĩpãsĩ  adv. fiercely, harshly, 

vehemently. 
pãsĩkɛ (...nɛ)  [pãsi ̃ḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. stingy (be), 

mean (be). 
pãsĩkɛna  n. 1) stinginess, greed. 

2) violence, ferocity. 
pãsĩkũ  [pãsi ̃ḱŋ̣́] iv) wild/savage/severe 

(become). 
pãtɛ  [pãt́ɛ ́pãt̀ɛ]́ vt. drop, throw down, 

stamp (foot). 
pe  [pe pè] vt. gossip about, talk behind 

back of, report. Variant: pi (Kali). 
peke  [péke] n. something, anything, 

nothing (NEG). Etym: pɔḱe. 
pekekɛsai  [pékekɛsài] n. idleness. 

— adv. idly. Variant: pekewosai. 
pɛ1  [pɛ pɛ]̀ vt. choose, select. Etym: Bisã: 

plɛ. 
pɛpɛ  vt. choose (many). 

pɛ2  n. berlinia. Berlinia grandiflora. 
pɛ3  [pɛ ́pɛ]̀ vt. 1) blow. 2) plant. 

— vi. perch. 
pɛ ...wa  vi. join. 
pɛ kɔ lɛ  vi. join together. 
pɛ kɔ wa  vt. joined together (be). 
pɛkĩi  n. perch, position, joint. 
pɛna  padj. joined, connected. 

pɛ ̃̀  n. mat. 
pɛkɛ ...wa  [pɛkɛ ́pɛk̀ɛ]́ vi. complete (be), 

join up. 
pɛkɛna  n. completion. 

— padj. joined, complete, perfect. 
pɛlɛlɛ  [pɛl̀ɛĺɛ]́ adj. flat (board). 
pɛtɛ  [pɛt́ɛ ́pɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. stand erect. 

— vt. plant, erect. 
pɛtɛ ...di  vi. pursue. 
pɛtɛpɛtɛ  vt. erect (many). 
pɛtɛna  padj. standing erect, planted. 

— aadj. erect, upright, vertical. 
pɛ  na  [pɛñá] n. calabash, bowl. 

pɛ  n  [pɛṆ́̃] cn. bowl full. 
pɛ  nɛnɛ  adv. full to brim. 
pɛ  nkaso  [pɛŋ̣̃kasó] n. broken calabash, 

potsherd. 
pɛ  nkasobã  [pɛŋ̣̃kasobã] n. African palm 

swift. Cypsiurus parvus. 
pi1  n. waist. 
pi2  [pí pì] vt. 1) wash. 2) boil, sparkle. 

3) forge. 
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pinna  n. fabricator. 
pipi  vt. wash. 
pipina  padj. washed, clean, sparkling. 

— n. washing. 
pì  aadj. the aforementioned. 
pia  num. two. Etym: Bisã: /pla/. 

piade  adj. second. 
piapia  num. in/by twos. 
piasai  num. minus two. 
piasaide  aadj. minus two. 

piki  [píkí] adv. all. 
— adj. every. 

pìoo  [pìòò] adv. whiz. 
pipi  [pìpi pìpì] vi. hatch. 

— vt. incubate. 
pisi  [pìsí pìsì] vi. vomit. 

— vt. vomit. 
— n. vomit. 

pisi...wa  vt. vomit on, pour out on, 
perfume, reflected on (be). A gbĩ nna 
pìsi n pɔkasanɔwa. It's sweet smell 
perfumed your clothes. 

pisi'o  [pìsí'o 'ò] vi. vomit. 
pita  [pìtá pìtà] vi. descend, come to rest. 

— vt. lower, unload, bring down. 
pita ...wa  vi. come to stay with. 
pitakĩi  n. inn, place to stay, resting 

place. 
pitakĩide  n. inn-keeper. 
pitana  n. descent. 

piti  [pìtí pìtì] vt. detach, peel. 
piti ...wa  vi. escape from. 
pitina  padj. staring (eye). 

poho  n. drainer. Variant: koho (Kali). 
poto  [pòtó pòtò] vi. straighten up. 

— vt. loosen, untie, unwrap, unroll, 
extend, straighten. 

poto ...wa  vi. released from (be), fall 
off from. 
— vt. release from. 

potona  padj. unrolled, untied, 
unwrapped, extended, outstretched. 

pɔ1  [pɔ]́ n. 1) thing. 2) food. 
pɔ gupuakũnna  n. heavenly body, 

lightbearer. 

pɔ kɛ  vt. make something, manufacture 
goods. 

pɔ kɛkɛ  vt. harvest grain. 
pɔ tɔ   vt. sow seed. 
pɔde  n. owner of something, wealthy 

person. 
pɔdekɛ  n. abundance. 
pɔnɔ da  vt. dress. 

pɔ2  [pɔ]́ cnj. 1) when. 2) Relative 
pronoun. 3) Complementizer. 

pɔ ... yãdi  cnj. so that. 
pɔ3  liver. 

pɔ ... dɔ ...wa  vi. desire. 
pɔ ... fɛ    vi. angry (be). 
pɔ ... kɛ nna (...yãwa)  vi. happy (be) 

(about something). Syn: pɔ ... nna. 
pɔ ... pa ( ...di)  vi. angry at (be). 
pɔ ... si  [pɔ] vi. angry (be), malicious 

(feel). 
pɔ ... si ... wa  vi. angry about (be). 
pɔ ... ya  vi. disturbed (be), upset (be). 
pɔde  n. ill tempered person. 

pɔbe  [pɔb́e be] vi. eat. 
pɔbebɔ  n. trough, eating utensil. 
pɔbegɔɔ  n/adv. dinner time. 
pɔbekĩa  adv. dining room, eating place. 
pɔbekĩi  n. dining room, eating place, 

pasture, means of support. 
pɔbena  n. food. 
pɔbena fãatɛ    n. midday meal, lunch. 
pɔbena gwãafĩ  n. evening meal, 

dinner. 
pɔbena kɛ(kɛ)  vt. prepare food. 
pɔbenna  n. eater, diner. 
pɔbesai  adv. without eating. 

pɔbenakakĩi  [pɔb́enàkakĩi] n. food-store. 
pɔbenakɛkĩi  [pɔb́enàkɛkĩi] n/adv. kitchen. 

pɔbenakɛnna  n. food preparer. 
pɔbui  [pɔb́ùì] n. seed, animal breed. 
pɔda ...wa  [pɔd́a dà] vi. charm, enchant, 

bewitch. 
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pɔdamma  [pɔd́aṃá] n. spell. 
pɔdammade  n. enchanter. 

pɔdangãngu  [pɔd́aŋ̣́gãŋ̣̀̀gu] n. shawl, 
veil. 

pɔdãnna  [pɔd́ãṇ̀a] n. shepherd. 
pɔdekɛ  [pɔd́ekɛ] n. abundance. 
pɔfɛ  ɛkɛ  [pɔf́ɛɛ̃kɛ kɛ]̀ vt. blow nose. 
pɔfĩasi ...wa  [pɔf́ĩasi sì] vi. take revenge. 

Variant: yãfĩasi ...wa. 
pɔfĩasimmagɔɔ  n/adv. day of 

revenge/punishment. 
pɔgɛ  ɛsi ...wa  [pɔǵɛ̃ɛ̀śí sì] vi. replace, 

avenge. 
pɔ'ĩi  [pɔ'i ̃í́] n. unhappiness. 
pɔkaatɛnna  [pɔḱààtɛṇ́a] n. one who 

disregards another's property. 
pɔkasa  [pɔḱasa] n. clothing. 
pɔkã  [pɔḱã]́ n. fur. 
pɔkɛkɛgɔɔ  [pɔḱɛkɛg̀ɔɔ] n/adv. harvest 

time. 
pɔkɛkɛna  n. harvest. Variant: 

pɔwɛkɛkɛna. 
pɔkɛkɛnna  n. harvester. 

pɔkɛna  [pɔḱɛnà] n. creation, creature. 
pɔkɛnna  n. maker, manufacturer. 

pɔkĩsãmma  [pɔḱi ̃s̀ãṃ́́á] n. lack, need. 
pɔkukunna  [pɔḱùkuṇa] n. cook. 
pɔkũkpã  [pɔkù̃kpã] n. ill-temper, wrath. 

pɔkũkpã bobo ...wa  vt. vent anger 
on. 

pɔkũkpãde  n. ill-tempered person. 
pɔkũkpãbobobɔ [pɔkù̃kpãbobòbɔ]̀ n. 

instrument of venting anger. 
pɔkũkpãbobommagɔɔ  n/adv. day of 

venting anger. 
pɔlɛtatana  [pɔĺɛt́atanà] n. dumb animal. 
pɔlɔlɔna  adj. thin, slim. 
pɔlɔpɔlɔ  adv. smooth. 
pɔlunna  [pɔĺùṇa] n. buyer. 
pɔmina  [pɔḿinà] n. drink. 
pɔmɔnamma  [pɔḿɔnàṃá] n. sufficiency. 
pɔnɛsɛgaatɛ  [pɔńɛs̀ɛg̀aatɛ ́gààtɛ]́ vi. creep. 

pɔnɛsɛgaatɛnna  n. reptile. 
pɔnidɛna  [pɔńidɛnà] n. desire, desired 

thing. 
pɔnna  [pɔṇ́a] n. happiness, joy. 

pɔnna ɔɔdɔ  vt. cry for joy. 
pɔnnade  n. happy/content person. 

pɔnnakɛ (...do)  [pɔṇ́akɛ kɛ]̀ vi. rejoice, 
happy (be) (with). 

pɔnnakɛbɔ  n. delight. 
pɔnnakɛna  n. celebration, party. 
pɔnnakɛnna  n. celebrator. 

pɔnɔpɔnɔ  [pɔńɔpɔńɔ] adv. derision, 
mockery. Syn: pãapãa. 

pɔɔna  [pɔɔná] adj. slender. 
— n. strip of cloth. Variant: baza 
pɔɔna. 

pɔpana  [pɔpanà] n. anger. 
— padj. angry. Variant: pɔfɛña. 

pɔpagɔɔ  n/adv. day of anger/wrath. 
pɔpanna  n. hot-tempered person. Syn: 

pɔde. 
pɔpiki  [pɔṕíkí] n. everything. 
pɔsɛ'ɛzɛ  [pɔśɛ'́ɛz̀ɛ]́ n. leaven, yeast. 
pɔsi  n. sadness. 

pɔside  n. sad/depressed person. 
pɔsia  n. bad temper, malice. Syn: nɛsɛvãi, 

nɔn vãi. 
pɔsiade  n. hot tempered person, bad 

tempered person. 
pɔsikɛ  [pɔsikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. sad (be). 

pɔsikɛnna  n. sad person. 
pɔsinamma  [pɔśínáṃá] n. robbery. 
pɔsĩkãnna  [pɔśi ̃k̀ãṇa] n. lender. 
pɔtɛ  [pɔtɛ]́ n. lap. 

pɔtɛ zĩtɛ  n. lower stomach. 
pɔtɛũ  post. on lap of, at base of. 
pɔtɛzĩ  [pɔtɛźi ̃]́ post. at base of (hill). 

pɔtɔ legũ  [pɔt́ɔl̃ègũ] n. Spring rain. 
pɔtɔ na  [pɔt́ɔ̃ńà] n. sowing. 

pɔtɔ nna  n. sower. 
pɔ'utɛkĩi  [pɔ'́utɛḱĩi] n. store(room). 
pɔwɛna  [pɔẃɛńá] n. seed, grain. 
pɔwɛnakakĩi  [pɔẃɛńákákĩi] n. barn. 
pɔwɛyɔ bɔ  [pɔẃɛɲ́ɔbɔ]̀ n. grain measure. 
pɔyianna  [pɔýìàṇa] n. seller. 
pɔyɔ bɔ  [pɔɲ́ɔbɔ]̀ n. measuring instrument. 
pɔyɔ kpanna [pɔɲ́ɔk̀pàṇa] n. destroyer. 
pu  [pu pù] vt. lighten. 

— vi. clean (be). 
— adv. clean. 

-pu  [pú] ptcl. white. 
puna  padj. pure. Dí mí fɔ ̃àkũ puna a 

Kɛnna ɛɛi? Who can be pure before his 
Maker? 

pua  [púa] adj. white. 
pua taitai  adj. bright white. 

puakũ  [púakŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. whiten. 
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pufau  [púfàù] adj. pale. 
puia  [pùìa pùìà] vi. blossom, bloom. From: 

Bisã: pìá. 
puiana  aadj. open (flower). 

puiã  n. will. Lit: 'liver-want-matter'. Etym: 
pɔ-yidi-yã. 

puiãdokũdenɔ  [puiãdokũdenɔ] n. like-
minded people. 

puiãkɛ  [puiãkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. do one's will. 
puiãkɛna  n. will. 
puiãkɛzɛ  n. opportunity to do one's 

will. 

punsi  [punsí] n. nudity, nakedness. 
— padj. naked. 

pusɛ  n. single person (divorced or 
widowed). 
— aadj. single. 

putuũ  [pùtùṃ] ideo. splash. 
puu  [púú] padj. white. 
pũtã  [pù̃tã ́tã]̀ vi. burst, explode, thunder. 

— vt. burst, explode. 
pũtãna  n. clap (thunder). 

pũtɛ    [pù̃tɛ̃]́ n. ill temper, annoyance. 
pũtɛ  de  n. ill/short-tempered person. 

S  -  s 
 
sa  n. invocation. 

sa maa o ...nɛ  vt. bless (by human). 
sa vãi o ...nɛ  vt. curse (by human). 

sá  n. bow. 
sà1  adv. now. Syn: tia, tiasa. 
sà2  n. corn cob. 
sà3  adj. male. 
sa'a  [sá'á] n. success. From: Hausa. 
sáa  [sáá] n. equality. 

— padj. equal. 
saasaa  padj. equal (many). 

sàa  [sàà] n. louse. 
saabaali  [saabaalí] n. shrub species. Guiera 

senegalensis. 
saabu  [sáábú] n. commendation, praise. 
saabukɛ  [sáábúkɛ] vt. thank. 
saabukpa  [sáábúkpá kpà] vt. thank, praise. 

saabukpabɔ  n. thank offering. 
saabukpana  n. thanksgiving. 

saaka'aa  [sáaka'àa] n. small tree species. 
Ozoroa insignis. 

sa'akɛ  [sá'ákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. succeed. 
sa'akpa ...wa  [sá'ákpá kpà] vi. give 

success to. 
saalu  adv. aside. Midi bɔ gbɛ ̃saaluo. I 

don't disregard people. Midi gbɛ ̃ka 
saaluo. I don't care about anybody. 

saana1  [saàna] n. star. 
saana konɛdade  [konɛdade] n. Great 

Bear. Lit: 'constellation de la poule et 
ses poussins'. 

saana2  [sàana] n. offering. 
saana kɛ  vt. make offering. Variant: 

saaa kɛ. 
saanɛ  [saanɛ]́ adv. later. 

saanyãdɔ nna  [saaɲạdɔ̃ṇ̀a] n. astrologer. 
saapa  [saapa pà] vi. plough. 

— vt. plough. 
saapanna  n. ploughman. 

sa'asɛ  [sá'ásɛ ́sɛ]̀ vi. successful (be), good 
fortune (have). 

sa'asɛnna  n. successful person. 
sabadi  [sábadì] post. through, by means 

of. 
saga  [sàga] n. abandoned field. 
sagambã  n. black-bellied bustard. 

Eupodotis melanogaster. 
sai  [sàí] post. without. 

-sai  ptcl. 1) without. 2) minus (a 
number). 

sài  [sàì] n. decoration. 
saikɛ ...nɛ  [sàìkɛn kɛ]̀ vi. decorate. 

saikɛna  n. decoration. 
saka1  [sakà] n. tooth, fang. 

saka gbagba  n. molar. 
saka ligo  n. incisor. Variant: saka zaga. 

saka2  [sàká] n. harpoon. 
saka ...ũ  [saká kà] vi. despise. 
sakaa1  [sàkaa] padj. not full. 
sakaa2  n. eave. 
sakaka ...nɛ  [sakàka kà] vi. bite. 
sakɛ  [sakɛ]́ n/adv. dry season. 
sako  [sákó] n. head of grain. 
sàko  [sàkò] n. sponge. 
sakobo  [sákóbo bò] vt. dehusk. 
sakpa  [sàkpà] n. warthog. Phacochoerus 

africanus. 
sakpa kusɛna [kúsɛna] n. domestic pig. 

Syn: alade. 
sakpakula  [sàkpàkula] n. vine species. 
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Opilia celtidifolia. 
sakpɛ  [sàkpɛ]́ n. nest, womb. 
sakũ  [sàkù̃] adj. faded (shirt). 
salanna  [salaṇa] n. salad. 
salika  [sálíka] n. necklace, chain. From: 

Hausa. 
sanna  [sáṇá] n. bamboo. 
sa'o ...wa  [sa'o 'ò] vi. invoke, sacrifice to. 

sa'obɔ  n. sacrificial victim. 
sa'ogɔɔ n/adv. day of sacrifice. 
sa'okĩa  adv. at/to altar. 
sa'okĩi  n. altar. 
sa'ona  n. sacrifice. 
sa'onkɛ  n. priesthood. 
sa'onna  n. priest. 
sa'oyã  n. sacrificial matter. 

sa'o'au  [sa'o'àú] n. sacrificial blood. 
sa'o'i  [sa'o'í] n. libation. 
sa'olɛ  [sa'olɛ]́ n. final blessing. 

sa'olɛ kɛ ...nɛ  vt. give deathbed 
blessing. 

sa'olɛkɛna  [sa'olɛkɛnà] n. blessing 
(human). 

sa'onkia  [sa'òŋ̣̀kíá] n. chief-priest, high-
priest. 

sa'ozĩ  n. altar work. 
sasa  [sàsà] padj. expensive, dear. 
sasakũ  [sàsàkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. expensive (become). 
sasi  n. straw-coloured fruit bat. Eidolon 

helvum. 
sási  [sásí] n. small tree with long pods. 

Cassia arereh. 
sawasawa  [sawasàwà] aadj. yearling 

(animal over one year). 
sã  n. sheep. 

sã dã  vi. shepherd, graze sheep. 
sã kpasa  n. flock of sheep. 
sãda  n. ewe. 
sãnɛ  n. lamb. 
sãsa  n. ram. Variant: sãsakalo. 

sãa  [sãà̀] padj. better. Sɛkũ sãana dɛla. A 
fool is better than him. Variant: sãana. 

sãdãbɔkɔ  [sãdãbɔk̀ɔ] n. shepherd's bag. 
sãdãkĩi  n. pasture. 

sãdãkĩa  adv. at/from/to pasture. 
sãdãnna  [sãdãṇ̀a] n. shepherd. 
sãii  [sãì̀ì] padj. numb, paralysed (with 

shock). 
sãkã  [sãkã]́ n. wool. 

sãkã kɛkɛ  vt. shear sheep. 

sãkãkɛkɛnna  [sãkãkɛk̀ɛṇ̀a] n. shearer. 
sãlumɔ  n. name of a month. Lit: 'sheep-

buy-month'. 
sãma  [sãmà] n. tamarind. Tamarindus 

indica. 
Sãmbɛ  [sãmbɛ] n. Busa village. 
sãndua  [sãndua] n. itchy weed species. 

Excoecaria grahamii. 
sãnka  [sãŋ̀ká] n. blemish, fault. 

sãnkade  aadj. faulty, blemished. 
sãnkasai  aadj. unblemished. 

sãnkakɛ  [sãŋ̀kakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. blemished (be). 
sãnkɛ  [sãŋ́kɛ kɛ]́ vt. slap face. 
sãsakalo  [sãsàkalo] n. mature ram. 
sãsã  [sãśã sãs̀ã]̀ vi. make mistake. 

sãsã ...ũ  [sãśã sãs̀ã]̀ vi. forget. Ma 
takada sãsãmaũ. I forgot my book. 

sãsã ...wa  vi. forget something. Ma 
sasã ̀ma takadawa. I forgot my book. 

sãsãna  n. error, mistake. 
sa ́sã1  [sãśã]́ n. spiny shrub species. 

Euphorbia paganorum. 
sa ́sã2  [sãśã]́ adv. for sure, exactly, clearly. 
sãtɛ  [sãtɛ ́sãt̀ɛ̃]́ vi. lost (be). 

— vt. cause to go astray, deceive. 
sãtɛna  n. delusion. 

— adj. deluded. 
sãtɛnna  n. deceiver. 
sãtɛyã  n. delusion. Variant: satɛña yã. 

sãtɛzɛ  [sãtɛźɛ]́ n. false way. 
se  n. bead waistband. 

se wɛ ́ n. bead. 
sé  cnj. only. 

sé pɔ ́ cnj. unless, only when. 
sé tó  cnj. unless, only if. 

seeda  [sèèda] n. sign, witness. From: 
Hausa: seedu. 

seeda kɛ ...nɛ  vt. make/give sign (to). 
seeda kɛ ...wa  vt. put sign/mark on. 
seedade  n. witness. 
seedadekɛ  n. testimony. 
seedadekɛ kɛ  vt. give testimony to, 

bear witness to. 
seedadekɛyã  n. word of testimony. 

seedakɛbɔ  [sèèdakɛbɔ]̀ n. seal. 
— aadj. signet, sealing. 

sekũ  [sékṹ] vi. runted (become). 
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sekũna  adj. runt. 
sema  [sémà] cnj. unless, except, only. 

Variant: sema ... baasio. 
sesenata  [sésénátá tà] vi. shudder, tingle 

(skin). 
Setaũ  [Setaũ] n. Satan. 
sɛ  [sɛ ́sɛ]̀ vt. 1) take, carry, pick up, 

choose. 2) accept, believe, decide. 
— vi. swell. 

sɛ miwa  vt. carry on head. 
sɛ musu  vt. raise, lift up. 
sɛna  padj. carrying, bearing. 
sɛna zaa ... ee  cnj. starting from     to. 
sɛsɛ  [sɛśɛ sɛs̀ɛ]̀ vt. take, chose (many). 

sɛ ́ ptcl. end of sentence marker indicating 
something has been quote. 

sɛbɔ  [sɛb̀ɔ]̀ n. boil. 
sɛdɛkɛɛ  [sɛdɛkɛɛ̀] n. cockroach. 
sɛɛ1  [sɛɛ̀]́ post. beside, near. 

sɛɛde  n. neighbour. 
sɛɛ2  [sɛɛ́] n. ringworm, tinea. Variant: sɛĺɛ ́

(Kali). 
sɛɛdo  adv. aside. 
sɛɛkɛna  [sɛɛ̀k̀ɛǹa] n. striped ground 

squirrel. Euxerus erythropus. 
sɛɛpusɛɛpu  [sɛɛpúsɛɛ̀pu] n. village 

indigobird. Vidua chalybeata. 
sɛkɛsɛkɛna  n. tambourine. 

sɛkɛsɛkɛna lɛ  vt. play tambourine. 
sɛkpɛbata  [sɛk̀pɛbàta] n. small tree 

species. Bauhinia rufescens. 
sɛlɛlɛ  [sɛl̀ɛl̀ɛ]̀ padj. level, flat. 
sɛli  [sɛĺí] n. carrying pole. 
Sɛnna  [sɛṇa] n. Niger River. 

Sɛn ɔdi  adv. north. 
sɛpu  [sɛṕú] n. fish species, Tilapia. 
sɛtɛ  [sɛt́ɛ ́sɛt̀ɛ]́ vt. take up, take away, blow 

away, pick up. 
sɛtɛnna  n. carrier. 

sɛwɛ  [sɛẁɛ] n. venom. 
sɛ    [sɛ̃]̀ n. grass. 

sɛ   be  vt. graze : eat grass. 
sɛ   fĩ ...wa  vt. thatch. 
sɛ   kɛ  vt. overrun with weeds (be), 

grassy (become). 
sɛ   kɛ    vt. cut grass. 
sɛ   kpɛ ́ n. thatched house. 
sɛ   la  n. blade of grass. 
sɛ   wa  vt. hoe, cultivate, farm. 

sɛ  pu  n. long grass species used for 
thatching. 

sɛ  si  n. seaweed. 
sɛ   ́ n. African mesquite. Prosopis africana. 
sɛ  'i  [sɛ̃'̀i] adj. green. Syn: la'i. 
sɛ  na  [sɛ̃ńá] n. fig tree species. Ficus polita. 

sɛ  ntɛ  na  n. fig tree species. Ficus 
thonningii. 

sɛ  ngonɛ  [sɛ̃ŋ̣́́gonɛ]́ n. bush fig. Ficus sur. 
sɛ  tɛ  [sɛ̃t̀ɛ]́ n. grass torch. 
sɛ  vũ  [sɛ̃v̀ṹ] n. grass flower. 
sɛ  wanna  [sɛ̃ẁàṇa] n. cultivater, farmer. 
si1  vi. darken, blacken. 

— aadj. dark, remote. 
sisi  vi. darken, blacken. 
sisina  aadj. dark, sombre. 

si2  [sí sì] vt. receive, take. 
si ...ũ  vi. attack, enter quickly. 
si ...wa  vt. snatch from, take away 

from. 
sinna  n. collector. 

-si  [sí] ptcl. black. 
sia1  [sía] adj. black. 
sia2  [sià] n. blacksmith. 
siakũ  [síakŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. darken, blacken. 
sida  [sìdá] n. AIDS. From: French: SIDA. 
sii1  [síí] padj. black. 

sii kusii  adv. jet black. 
siikɔ   [sííkɔ]̃ num. four. 

siikɔ de  aadj. fourth. 
siikɔ sai  num. minus four. 
siikɔ siikɔ   aadj. in/by fours. 

sika  [síkà] n. doubt. From: Hausa. 
sikade  n. doubter. 
sikasai  aadj. sure. 
sikasika  adv. hesitant, doubtful, 

unstable. 
sikakɛ  [síkàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. doubt, hesitate. 
sikona1  [sìkona] n. cold, flu. 

sikona mɛwãade  n. malaria. 
sikosi  adv. shrivelled. 

sikosinnɔ  padj. very shrivelled. 
sikosiũ  padj. too shrivelled. 

sikosikona  [síkosíkona] n. hiccup. 
sikosikonakɛ  [síkosíkonakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. hiccup. 
siliki  [sìlíkì] n. silk. From: English. 
siminti  [sìmíntì] n. cement. From: 
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English. 
sisi1  [sísi] n. charcoal. 
sisi2  [sísi sìsì] vt. 1) call, invite. 2) call on, 

worship. 
sisikĩa  adv. at place of worship. 
sisikĩi  n. place of worship. 
sisina  n. call, worship. 
sisinna  n. host. 

sisi3  [sisì] n. sixpence, small (worthless) 
coin. 

sisikaba  [sisikàba] n. reed species that 
grows in swamp. 

sisinata  [sísínátá tà] vi. bristle, feel awe. 
sisinata ...wa  vi. feel awe/bristling of 

hair. 
sitaa  n. large gourd. 
sitɛ  [sitɛ ́sìtɛ]́ vt. lower. 
sitobitobi  [sítòbìtòbì] adv. spotted. 
siuu  [síúú] adv. silent. 
sĩ  [si ̃]́ n. peanut, groundnut. 
sĩana  n. truth. 

— aadj. true, genuine (thing). 
— adv. truly. 

sĩana bo ...nɛ baawa  vt. tell truth 
about, confirm to. 

sĩana kpa ...wa  vt. vindicate, justify. 
sĩana o  vi. tell truth. 
sĩande  aadj. true, genuine, truthful. 
sĩandekɛ  n. truthfulness. 
sĩansĩan  [sĩaṇsĩaṇ] adv. truly, surely. 

Syn: yãmayãma. 
sĩan'onna  [sĩaṇ'òṇa] n. honest person. 
sĩkã ...nɛ  [si ̃ḱã ́si ̃k̀ã]́ vt. lend (money), 

give (food). Returned in kind. With 
/aukɛ/ the thing loaned is given back. 

sĩkã ...wa  vt. borrow. 
sĩsĩ1  [si ̃s̀ĩ] n. hill, land (in contrast to 

water). 
sĩsĩde  aadj. hilly. 

sĩwɛna  [si ̃ẃɛńá] n. great grandchild. 
so  [só sò] vt. chew, eat (nsect). 

soso  [sóso sòsò] vt. chew (many), gnaw. 
sobo  [sobo bò] vt. crush grain in mortar. 
soe  [sóé] n. hip. 
soempɛtɛ  [sóémpɛt́ɛ]́ vi. squat. 
sokodo  [sókodo] n. trousers. 

sokodo fɛ  ɛna  n. underpants. 
sokona  [sokóná] n. hoe. 
soo  n. preparation. 

soo ... ma  vi. prepared (be). 
soodo  [sóodo] num. six. 

soododo  num. in sixes. 
soodode  aadj. sixth. 

sookɛ  [sookɛ kɛ]̀ vi. prepared (get). 
— vt. prepare, make ready. 

sookɛgɔɔ  n. preparation time. 
soopia  num. seven. 

soopiade  aadj. seventh. 
soopiapia  num. in/by sevens. 

soza  [sozà] n. soldier. From: English. 
sozanɛ  n. uncommissioned soldier. 
sozanɔ  n. army. 

sɔ  n. envelope, glove, sock, woman's 
purse. 

sɔgɔmpa  [sɔg̀ɔḿpá] vi. restless (be), 
thrash about, tantrum (have). 

sɔkɛ  [sɔḱɛ]́ n. spear. 
sɔkɛde  n. spearman. 

sɔkɔda  [sɔk̀ɔd̀a] n. puff adder. 
sɔkũ  [sɔkŋ̣̀] n. stupid person, fool. Syn: 

misaide. 
— adj. stupid, foolish. 

sɔkũkɛ  n. foolishness. 
sɔkũsɔkũ  [sɔkŋ̣̀sɔkŋ̣̀] adv. generous. 
sɔkũyã  n. something stupid. 

sɔkũkũ  [sɔkŋ̣̀kŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. stupid/foolish 
(become). 

sɔlɔbi  [sɔlɔbí] n. alcohol, spirits. 
sɔlɔsɔlɔ  [sɔl̀ɔs̀ɔl̀ɔ]̀ adv. rustling. 
sɔo  [sɔó] num. five. 

sɔode  aadj. fifth. 
sɔosai  num. minus five. 
sɔosɔo  num. by fives. 

sɔɔkɔ  [sɔɔ́ḱɔ] n. tribe of fisherman. 
sɔ̃̀tɔ  [sɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. scrotum with testicles. 

sɔ̃̀tɔ bà  n. testicle cord. 
sɔ̃̀tɔ báa  n. scrotum. 
sɔ̃̀tɔ wɛ ́ n. testicule. 
sɔtɔtɛ  na  [sɔt̀ɔt̀ɛ̃ńá] n. inguinal hernia. 

sɔtɔ ...ũ  [sɔt̀ɔ sɔt̀ɔ]̀ vi. slip in, insert 
oneself in. 
— vt. insert, put inside, enclose, 
sheathe. 

sɔtɔkĩi  n. socket. 
sɔtɔna  aadj. concealed. 

sɔtɔbo  [sɔt̀ɔb̀o bò] vt. castrate. 



sɔ ̃  swá 
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sɔtɔbona  aadj. castrated. 
sɔ 1  [sɔ ̃sɔ̃]̀ vi. move. 

sɔ  ɛɛ  vi. move forward. 
sɔ  kpɛ  vi. move back. 

sɔ 2  adv. also. 
— ptcl. Topicaliser, as for. 

sɔ  ́ n. horse. 
sɔ da  n. mare. 
sɔ de  n. rider/owner of horse. 
sɔ nɛ  n. foal. 
sɔnɛ da  n. filly. 
sɔ nɛ sà  n. colt. 

sɔ ̃̀  n. heart. 
sɔ ̃̀ ... dina gudokũa  vi. settled (be), at 

peace (be). 
sɔ ̃̀ ... kɛ   ... ũ  vi. scared (be), terrified 

(be). 
sɔ ̃̀ ... vĩ  vi. palpitate (heart). 

sɔ di  [sɔ̃d̀i dì] vi. brave (be). 
sɔ gbãade  [sɔ̃g̀bãade] n. bold person. 
sɔ go  [sɔ̃ǵó] n. chariot. 

sɔ gode  n. charioteer. 
sɔ kɛ  na  [sɔ̃k̀ɛñà] n. terror. 

sɔ kɛ  pɔ  n. terrifying thing. 
sɔ kpa ...di  [sɔ̃ḱpa kpà] vi. wait patiently 

for. 
sɔ kpa ...wa  vi. give one's heart to. 
sɔ kpandi  padj. waiting expectantly. 

sɔ litɛ  [sɔ̃l̀itɛ ́lɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. change mind, repent. 
Variant: nɛsɛlitɛ. 

sɔ litɛna  n. repentance. 
sɔ nɛ  n. caracal. Felis caracal. 
sɔ nge  [sɔŋ̃gé] n. flying ant. 
sɔ nɔkpela  [sɔ̃ńɔkpèla] n. castor plant. 

Ricinus communis. 
sɔ sɔ   [sɔ̃śɔ ̃sɔ̃s̀ɔ̃]̀ vt. insult. 

sɔ sɔ na  [sɔ̃śɔ̃ńà] n. insult. 
sɔ sɔ nna  n. abuser. 

sɔ tɛ    [sɔ̃t́ɛ̃]́ padj. sharp pointed. 
sɔ tɛ  de  aadj. sharp pointed. 

sɔ tɛ  na  [sɔ̃t̀ɛ̃ńá] n. bile, gallbladder. 
su1  [su sù] vi. return. 

su ...nɛ ..do  vi. return to with. 
su ...ma  vi. return to. 
sugɔɔ  n. time of return. 

suna  n. return. 
su2  vi. must, should. Tó zi ̃ ̀su à fɛtɛ. If war 

should arise. Má su mà gɛ. I 
should/must go 
2) Possibility/Probability, unexpected 
(be). À sù à è akũda gyãkɛ. He 
unexpectedly found himself sick. Gu 
pɔ ́wá su wà ka piki. Wherever we 
should arrive at. 3) in the event that, 
should. Tó wà sù wà a gbɛ̃ ̀dɛ beela, 
wá we'idawa. If he should be beaten 
more than that, he will be humiliated. 
4) Prohibitive (NEG). Á su à gɛo. 
Don't go./You must not go. Variant: 
sɔ.̃ 

sú  n. odour, influence. 
suaba  [suaba bà] vt. save. 

suababɔ  aadj. rescue (boat). 
suabagɔɔ  n/adv. day of salvation. 
suabana  n. salvation. 
suabanna  n. saviour, rescuer. 
suabayã  n. message of salvation. 
suabazɛ  n. way of salvation. 

suda  [sùda] n. comb (cock), crest. 
suka  [sùka sùkà] vi. turn, do again. 

suka mɔ  vi. come again. 
suka ...nɛ  vt. return, give back, take 

back (to). 
suka ...wa  vt. cause to rebound on. 

suluva  [sulubà] n. silver. From: English. 
suluva'i  [sulubà'í] n. molten silver. 
suluvapinna  [suluvàpìṇa] n. silversmith. 
susu [súsú] adj. straight, fair, just. 
susugaae  n. scabies. 
suta  [suta sùtà] vt. lick, clean (plate). 
suu  [sùù] n. mercy. 

suude  n. merciful person. 
suukɛ ...do  [sùùkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. have mercy on. 
suuna  [súúná] n. Muslim naming 

ceremony. From: Hausa. 
suuna kɛ  vt. Muslim naming ceremony 

(do). 
sũu  [sṹú] adv. continuously. 
swa  n. river, stream. 

swa dɔɔ  n. course of river. 
swa wɛ ̃̀  n. riverbed. Variant: swa ɛ.̀ 
swada  n. large/main river. 
swai  adv. at/to river. 

swá  n. ear. 
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swá gbãa  n. stubbornness. 
swá gbãsĩ  n. ear wax. 
swali  [swálí] n. earring. 
swade  aadj. with handle (pot). 
swasai  aadj. without handle. 

swaakɔ   [swààkɔ]̃ num. eight. Variant: 
sɔĺààkɔ ̃(archaic). 

swaakɔ de  aadj. eighth. 
swabualɛ  [swabualɛ]́ n. ford, river 

crossing. 
swadɔ ...di  [swádɔ dɔ]̀ vi. listen to, pay 

attention to, give ear to. 
swafɛ    [swáfɛ ̃fɛ̃]̀ vt. bias, turn someone 

from. 
swagatɛ  [swagátɛ ́gàtɛ]́ vt. discipline. 

swagatɛnna  n. great great great 
grandchild. Syn: wɛdi'eo. 

swagatɛsai  padj. without discipline, 
unpunished. 

swagbata  n. large tree species. Isoberlina 

tomentosa. 
swagbãa  [swágbãá] n. stubbornness. 

swagbãade  n. stubborn person. 
swagbãakɛ  [swágbãákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. stubborn 

(be). 
swagbãakɛna  n. stubbornness. 

swagbãakũ  [swágbãákŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. stubborn 
(become). 
— vt. make stubborn. 

swa'i  [swa'í] n. river water. 
swaka ...wa  [swáká kà] vi. uncline ear to, 

overhear. 
swakpa ...la  [swákpá kpà] vi. ignore. 
swa'ɔnɛ  [swa'ɔnɛ]́ n. stream, tributary. 
swasɛɛdenɔ  [swasɛɛ̀denɔ] n. riverine 

people. 
swato  [swáto] n. deaf and dumb person. 
swawɛ  [swawɛ]̀ n. riverbed. 
swayãmasaide  [swáɲámasàide] n. 

disobedient person. 
swazɔ kɔ na  [swázɔk̃ɔ̃ǹa] n. Cape hare. 

Lepus capensis. Syn: nɛnɔgbɛz̃ɔk̃ɔ,̃ 
mɛtu. 

sweena  n. guinea corn, sorghum. 

T  -  t 
 
ta1  [ta tà] vt. close, shut. 

ta ...lɛ  vi. close up on, stop up. 
— vt. close up. 

ta(ta)bɔ  n. gate, door. 
tata  [tatà tàtà] vt. close (many), cover 

up. 
— vi. filled in (be). 

tatana  padj. closed, closed up, sealed 
up. 

ta2  n. plate, dish. 
tá  [tá tà] vi. depart. 

— n. journey. 
tagɔɔ  n. departure time. 

taa  [tàa] n. space between. 
taaga  [táágà] n. window. From: Hausa. 
taaka  [tááka] n. commoner, poor person. 
taaki1  [táákí] n. fertiliser. 

taaki ka ...nɛ  vt. fertilise. 
taaki vĩ  vi. fertile (be). 
taakide  aadj. fertile. 

taaki2  [táákí] n. praise. 
taakilɛ  [táákílɛ ́lɛ]̀ vt. praise. 

taakilɛna  n. praise. 
taakilɛnna  n. praise singer. 

taalɛ1  n. boundary, boundary stone. 
taalɛ da ...nɛ  vt. draw boundary for. 

taalɛ2  [tààlɛ]́ intj. aha. 
taali  [tààlí] n. transgression, guilt, fault, 

offence. 
taali le  vt. find fault with. 
taali sai  adv. without fault. 
taalide  n. transgressor, offender, guilty 

person. 
taalisaide  n. innocent person. 
taalisaidekɛ  n. innocence. 

taalikɛ (...nɛ)  [tààlíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. offend, 
transgress, commit fault. 

taalikɛna  n. transgression, offence. 
taalilena  [tààlílenà] n. fault-finding, 

judgment, criticism. 
taalilenna  n. fault-finder, critical 

person. 
taasika  [tààsiká kà] vt. inspect, watch, 
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examine. 
taasikana  n. inspection, examination. 
taasikanna  n. inspector, examiner. 

taba  [tába] n. tobacco. 
taba ga  vt. smoke tobacco. 
taba ka  vt. sniff tobacco. 

tagɛɛnna  [tágɛɛ̀ṇ̀a] n. trader. 
taitai1  [tàitài tàìtàì] vt. stretch, tear to 

pieces. 
taitai2  [táítáí] ideo. bright white. See: 

/pua taitai/. 
taka  [tàká] n/aadj. type. 

takaba  [tàkábà] post. about. 
takada  [tákàda] n. paper, book. From: 

Hausa. 
takada kɛ    vt. write. 

takadadɔ nsai  [tákàdadɔ̃ṇ̀̀sài] n. illiterate, 
uneducated. 

takana  [tàkáná] n. ring. 
takasi  [tàkasí] n. suffering, poverty, 

hardship. 
takaside  n. poor person, sufferer. 
takasidekɛ  n. poverty. 

takasikɛ  [tàkasíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. suffer, 
impoverished (be). 

takasikɛgɔɔ  adv. day/time of trouble. 
takasikɛna  n. suffering, poverty. 

takasona  [tàkàsona] n. potsherd, censer. 
takikɛ  [tàkikɛ kɛ]̀ vt. tease, torment, 

wrong. 
takikɛna  n. torment. 

takpa  [takpa kpà] vi. bear down (toilet or 
birth). 

ta'o  [tá'o 'ò] vi. walk, march, move, work 
properly. 

ta'o kũ ɔdo  vi. crawl (child). For 
reptiles use /kuagaatɛ/. 

ta'o ...wa  vi. tread on, trample on. 
ta'onna  n. traveller. 
ta'o'o ...wa  vi. trample on. 

ta'obɔkɔ  [tá'obɔk̀ɔ] n. travel-bag. 
ta'ozɛ  [tá'ozɛ]́ n. way of life. 
tatabala  [tatabàla] n. domestic pigeon. 

From: Hausa. 
tawulu  [tawùlù] n. towel. From: English. 
tã  [tã ́tã]̀ vt. weave, braid. 

tãna  aadj. braided, woven. 
tãa  [tãá́] n. 1) bush spirit, fetish. 

2) possessing spirit, demon. 

tãa go ...wa  vt. exorcise/drive out 
demon. 

tãa kɛ  vt. worship nature spirit. 
tãa ... kũ  vt. possessed by spirit. 
tãa ... mɔ ...wa  vi. spirit comes/arises 

on possessed person. 
tãa ... suka ... miwa  vi. spirit moves 

from dead person to another. 
tãa ya ...wa  vt. drive out spirit, 

excorcise. 
tãa zɔbenna  n. idol worshipper. 
tãade  n. demon-possessed person, fetish 

prophet. 
tãagonamma  [tãá́gonàṃá] n. exorcism. 

tãagonna  n. exorcist. 
tãakɛna  [tãá́kɛnà] n. animism, spirit 

worship, idolatry. 
tãakɛnna  n. idolator, spirit worshipper. 

tãakpɛ  [tãá́kpɛ]́ n. idol house/temple, 
shrine. 

tãntãn  [tãṇ́tãṇ́] adv. very hot. 
tãntãnna  [tãṇ́tãṇ́á] aadj. very hot. 

te  n. kick. Zu ma pa tedo. A cow kicked 
me. 

tebuli  [tebulì] n. table. From: English. 
teela  [teelà] n. taylor. From: English. 

teela kɛ  vt. tailoring (do). 
teelaa  [tèèlàà] n. Libyan striped weasel. 

Ictonyx libyca. 
teena  n. narrow one. 

teennɔ  padj. very narrow. 
teeũ  padj. too narrow. 

teku  [tèku] n. sea, ocean. From: Hausa. 
teku kpado  n/adv. overseas. 
teku sɛɛ bùsu n. coastland. 

teku'i  [tèku'í] n. sea-water. 
tekulɛ  [tèkulɛ]́ n/adv. seaside, seashore. 

tekulɛ busunkona  n. seashore sand. 
teku lɛ gbɛ  nɔ  n. coastland people. 
tekulɛdenɔ  n. coastal people. 

tɛ  [tɛ]́ n. fire. 
tɛ bo  vt. give light. 
tɛ dɛ  vt. extinguish (fire, affair). 
tɛ ka  vt. kindle fire. 



tɛ ...di  timɔ 

114 Illo-Busa - English Dictionary 

tɛ kuka  vt. warm oneself by fire. Syn: 
tɛkpakpa (Kali). 

tɛ na ...wa  vt. set alight. 
tɛde  aadj. fiery. 

tɛ ...di  [tɛ ́tɛ]̀ vi. follow. 
tɛ kɔ di  vi. follow each other. 
tɛtɛ kɔ di  vi. follow in succession. 
tɛndide  [tɛṇ́díde] n. follower. 

tɛbã  [tɛb́ã] n. bee-eater. 
tɛbio  [tɛb́io] n. fiery torch. 
tɛbo  [tɛb́o] n. burn. 
tɛbɔkɔ  [tɛb́ɔk̀ɔ] n. bellows. 
tɛbugu  [tɛb́ùgu] n. hot cinders. 
tɛɛ  adv. still, calm. 

tɛɛtɛɛ  adv. slowly. 
tɛɛnɛ  padj. calm, still. 

tɛɛnɛnnɔ  [tɛɛnɛṇɔ]̀ padj. very 
calm/quiet. 

tɛfua  [tɛf́úa] n. flame. 
tɛgbɛ  [tɛǵbɛ]̀ n. bullet. 
tɛkɛ1  [tɛk̀ɛ]̀ n. bark, peel, crust, shell, 

husk, skin (fruit). 
tɛkɛ2  [tɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. sparkle, bright (be), 

shine. 
tɛkɛna  aadj. bright, shining. 

tɛkɛ   ...wa  [tɛḱɛ̃ ́kɛ̃]̀ vi. brand. 
tɛkɔ  [tɛḱɔ]̀ n. burnt stubble. 
tɛkpa  [tɛḱpá kpà] vi. clear vegetation by 

burning. 
tɛkpanna  [tɛḱpàṇa] n. one who clears 

vegetation by burning. 
tɛkpa ...ũ  [tɛḱpá kpà] vi. drive, incite, stir 

up, inflame. 
tɛkusɛ  [tɛḱúsɛ]́ n. smoke. 
tɛkusɛbo  [tɛḱúsɛb́o bò] vi. smoke. 
tɛkũ  [tɛḱṹ kù̃] vi. burn. 

tɛkũna  n. burning. 
— adj. burnt. 

tɛlɛbizĩu  [tɛlɛbizi ̃ù̀] n. television. From: 
English. 

tɛlɛtɛlɛ  [tɛlɛt̀ɛlɛ]̀ adv. beginning of time. 
From: Yoruba. 

tɛli  [tɛĺí] n. gun. 
tɛmɔna  [tɛḿɔǹa] n. spark. 
tɛsɔ  ...wa  [tɛśɔ ̃sɔ̃]̀ vi. set fire to, ignite. 
tɛtɛbe  [tɛt́ɛb́e bè] vi. win 

vote/gamble/game. 
tɛtɛlɛkɛ  [tɛt́ɛĺɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vt. calm, appease. 
tɛtɛpa  [tɛt́ɛṕá pà] vi. gamble, play cards, 

vote. 
tɛɛtɛpana  n. gambling, voting. 

tɛyɔ   [tɛɲ́ɔ]̀ n. hot coal, ember. 
tɛ    [tɛ̃ ́tɛ̃]̀ vt. refuse (someone). À ma tɛ ̃

wɛ.̃ He refused to give me beer. 
tɛ  ̃̀  n. taboo. 
tɛ   ɛ  vt. break taboo. 

-tɛ    [tɛ̃]́ ptcl. red, brown. 
tɛ   faa  [tɛ̃ ́fàà] padj. orange, light brown. 
-tɛ  na  [tɛ̃ńá] ptcl. red (diminutive). 
tɛ  na  n. clay for building. 
tɛ  n kpɛ  n. clay house. 
tɛ  n kũkũna  n. building block. Variant: 

kũkũna. 
tɛ  a  [tɛ̃á] adj. red, brown. 

tɛ  akɛ  n. redness. 
tɛ  akũ  [tɛ̃ákŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. redden. 
tɛ  bo ...nɛ  [tɛ̃b̀o bò] vi. make taboo of 

something for someone. 
tɛ  bosai  adv. without discrimination. 

tɛ  ɛ1  [tɛ̃ɛ́]́ adv. red. 
tɛ  ɛ2  [tɛ̃ɛ̀]́ post. exclusively. 

tɛ  ɛtɛ  ɛ  aadj. pure. 
tɛ  ɛtɛ  ɛna  n. bronze-winged courser. 

Cursorius chalcopterus. 
tɛ  kɛ  [tɛ̃k̀ɛ kɛ]̀ vi. abstain from, make taboo 

of. 
tɛ  kpalakpala  [tɛ̃ḱpàlakpàla] padj. mixed 

red/brown colours. 
tɛ  kũ  [tɛ̃ḱŋ̣̀] n. clod. 
ti  [tí] n. powder. See: /busuti, wutiti/. 

ti bo  vt. crush. 
tia  [tìa] adv. now, soon. Syn: sà, tiasa. 

— n. present time. 
— adj. present, current. 

tiadenɔ  n. present generation. Syn: tia 
gbɛñɔ. 

tiasa  [tìasà] adv. right now. 
tiasi  [tiasì] n. obligation, necessity. From: 

Dendi: tílàs. 
— adv. obligatorily. 

tiaside  aadj. obligatory. 
tiasi sai  adv. without compulsion, 

willingly. 
tibi  [tíbi] n. spoon. From: Areal. 

tibi fĩɔna  n. teaspoon. 
tibi zɔ kɔ   n. large spoon. 

tibɔ  n. domestic animal. 
tibɔde  n. owner of domestic animals. 

timɔ  n. shrub species. Pteleopsis suberosa. 
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to  [tó tò] vi. allow, cause. 
— vt. leave, abandon, cease, stop. 

to yã bo ...do yãazo  vt. count as 
righteous, vindicate. 

tó  cnj. if, when (IMPRF). 
tobitobi(na)  adj. speckled. 
todo  [tòdò] n. leech. 
toeka  [toeká kà] vi. hunt. 

toekakĩi  n. hunting ground. 
toekanna  [toekàṇa] n. hunter. 

togowɛ  [tògòwɛ]̀ n. excavation hole. 
tokona  [tòkóná] n. grandchild. 
tokũ  [tokŋ̣́] n. ground hornbill, bush 

turkey. Bucorvus abyssinicus. 
tolotolo  [tolótòlo] n. turkey. Meleagris 

gallopavo. 
tomati  [tòmátì] n. tomato. From: English. 
tonɛ  [tonɛ]́ n. orphan. Probably from 

/tonnɛ/́ 'leave to them'. 
toto1  [tòto tòtò] vt. 1) massage, knead. 

2) discipline. 
totona  n. discipline. 

toto2  [tòto] n. whirlwind. 
tɔ1  [tɔ]́ n. name, reputation. 

tɔ bɛ  ɛ si  vt. slander. 
tɔ dɛ  vt. slander. 
tɔ si  vt. call someone's name. 
tɔde  n/aadj. famous, well-known. 

tɔ2  [tɔ ́tɔ]̀ vt. fetch (water). 
tɔbo  [tɔb́o bò] vi. well-known/famous 

(become), glorified (be). 
— vt. glorify, praise. 

tɔbo ...kĩa  vt. famous in eyes of (be). 
tɔbogɔɔ  n/adv. day of 

glory/recognition. 
tɔbona  n. glorification. 
tɔbonna  n. glorifier. 

tɔdɛnna  [tɔd́ɛṇ̀a] n. slanderer. Variant: 
gbɛt̃ɔdɛnna. 

tɔgɔkpa  [tɔg̀ɔk̀pá kpà] vt. smash, destroy. 
tɔkɔna  [tɔk̀ɔńá] n. cough. 
tɔkɔna'o  [tɔk̀ɔńá'o 'ò] vi. cough. 
tɔkpa ...nɛ  [tɔḱpá kpà] vi. name. 
tɔkũde  [tɔḱù̃de] n. namesake. 
tɔn  [tɔṇ̀] n. tonne. From: English. 
tɔngɔ  [tɔŋ́gɔ]́ n. socket. 
tɔɔ  [tɔɔ̀]̀ intj. OK, alright. 
tɔɔmɛ [tɔɔ̀m̀ɛ]́ n. pledge. From: Hausa. 
tɔɔtɛ  [tɔɔtɛ]́ n. ground, soil, earth. 
tɔsi(si)na  [tɔśísinà] n. worship. 

tɔsi(si)nna  n. worshipper. 

tɔtɔ  [tɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. mashed yam. 
tɔ   [tɔ̃ ́tɔ̃]̀ vt. sow, plant, make drip. 

— vi. drip. 
tɔ  ...wa  vi. fall on, affect. 
tɔ tɔ   [tɔ̃t́ɔ ̃tɔ̃t̀ɔ̃]̀ vi. drip continuously. 

tɔ  ́ n. fart. 
tɔ ̃̀  n. penis. 

tɔ saide  n. impotent person. 
tɔ baa  [tɔ̃b̀áá] n. foreskin. 

tɔ baade  n. uncircumcised man. Syn: 
tɔz̃ɔs̃aide. 

tɔ fɔ   [tɔ̃f́ɔ̃ ́fɔ̃]̀ vi. fart. 
tɔ 'i  [tɔ̃'̀í] n. semen. 
tɔ nna  [tɔ̃ṇ́á] n. mushroom, fungas. 
tɔ ɔ  n. erosion, ravine. Variant: tɔɔ̃'ɛ. 
tɔ ɔtɛ  [tɔɔ̃tɛ ́tɔ̃ɔ̀t̀ɛ]́ vi. limp. 
tɔ zɔ   [tɔ̃z̀ɔ ̃zɔ̃]̀ vi. circumcised (be). 

tɔ zɔ  ...nɛ  vi. circumcise. À tɔz̃ɔ̃ǹnɛ.́ He 
circumcised them. 

tɔ zɔ na  n. circumcision. 
tɔ zɔ nna  n. circumciser. 
tɔ zɔ sai  n. uncircumcision. 
tɔ zɔ nsaide  n. uncircumcised male. Syn: 

tɔb̃aade. 
tɔ zɔ saigɔɔ  adv. while uncircumcised. 
tɔ zɔ yã  n. circumcision matter. 

tuba  [túbá] n. repentance. From: Hausa. 
tubakɛ  [túbákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. repent. Syn: sɔl̃itɛ. 
tubi  [túbí] n. inheritance. 
tubibe  [túbíbe bè] vi. inherit. 

tubibenna  n. heir. 
tubu  [túbu] n. rubbish heap. 

tubula  [túbula] adv. to/at rubbish 
heap. 

túbu  [túbú] n. ash. 
tubusɛtɛnna [túbúsɛt̀ɛṇ́a] n. great great 

grandchild. Lit: 'ash-collector'. Variant: 
tububobonna. 

tue  n. Kob antelope. Kobus kob. 
tuka  [tuká kà] vt. 1) break up food 

(cooked rice), rub grain. 2) massage 
skin after injection. 

tukana aadj. broken up (granules). 
tuke  [tùke] n. talon. 
tukebo  [tùkebo bò] vi. grow spur. 
tulale  [tùlalé] n. perfume. From: Dendi: 

tùrààré. 
tulale ka  vt. apply perfume. 

tulaleti  [tùlalétí] n. incense. 
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tulaleti ka tɛũ  vt. burn incense. 
tulaletikpasakĩi  [tùlalétíkpàsakĩi] n. 

incense altar. 
tuu  n. gourd. 

— cn. gourd-full. 
tuuta  [túútà] n. flag, banner. From: Hausa. 
tuutɛ    [túútɛ̃]́ n. Bruce's green pigeon. 

Treron waalia. 

U  -  u 
 
u  ['ú] n. carbohydrate mash, food. 

u be  vt. eat mash. 
ua  ['uà] n. shadow, shade. 
uada ...la  ['uàda dà] vi. shade. 
ubegɔɔ  ['úbegɔɔ] adv. about 9 pm. 

ubena  adv. age of eating solid food. I 
ka ubenao. He is not of age to eat 
solid food. 

uka  ['úká] n. 1) chaff. 2) itch. 
ukade  aadj. itch producing. 

ukaala  ['úkáála] n. threshing floor. 
ulutɛ  a  ['úlùtɛã] n. red thread. 
unde  ['unde] n. life, soul. 

unde bo  vt. take life of. 
undi ɛ  ni  n. breath of life. 
unde kpa ...wa  vt. give life to. 
unde lakasai  n. eternal life. 
unde vĩ  vt. alive (be). 
undede  n. living person. 

— aadj. living. 
undegɔɔ  n. lifetime. 

undedɔbɔ  ['undedɔbɔ]̀ n. victual, 
something necessary for life. 

undekɛ  ['undekɛ kɛ]̀ vi. live, experience 
life. 

usi  ['usi] n. indigo. 
uta  ['ùtá] n. robe, shirt. 

uta bo  vt. remove shirt. 
uta da  vt. wear/put on shirt. 
uta fĩɔna  n. shirt. 
uta gbãá  n. gown. 
uta woto ...wa  vt. take away someone's 

shirt/coat. 
utada  n. robe (bigger than gown). 

utɛ  ['utɛ ́'ùtɛ]́ vi. hide. 
— vt. hide. 

utɛkĩa  adv. refuge, hiding place. 
utɛkĩi  n. refuge, hiding place. 
utɛna (...nɛ) padj. hidden (from). 

utiina  ['útííná] aadj. tiny. 
utiinnɔ  ['útííṇ́ɔ]̀ padj. too tiny. 

Ũ  -  ũ 
 
ũ  ['ṃ] post. Equational copula. Often 

used after /dɛ/. When clause 
emphasis follows, it is pronounced 
/ũyɛ/. Preceded by NPs and OBJ 
pronouns. 

-ũ1  [ŋ̣̀] post. Inessive postposition. Variant: 
gũ (Kali). 
— pro. 3s.INES. 

-ũ2  [ũ] pro. 2s.INES. 
-ṹ  [ṹ] pro. 3p.INES. 
ũ ...wa  ['ũ 'ù̃] vi. hurt, bother. 

ũhũkana  ['ṹhṹkánà] n. rumour. 
ũkpa  ['ũkpá] adv. how much? 

ũkpa'ũkpa  adv. how much each? 
ũ'ũna  ['ũ'ũnà] n. groaning. 
ũ'ũnakɛ  ['ũ'ũnàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. groan. 
ũwã  ['ṹwã wã]̀ vi. dance. 

ũwãna  n. dance, dancing. 
ũwãnna  n. dancer. 

V  -  v 
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vã  [vã vã]̀ vi. rot. 
— vt. spoil (child). 

vãna  aadj. rotten, corrupt. 
vãi  [vãì] n. bad, evil, ugly. 

vãivãi  adv. very badly. 
vãibo  [vãìbo bò] vt. criticise. 

vãibonna  n. critic. 
vãikɛ  [vãìkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. evil (do), behave 

badly. Variant: yã vãi kɛ. 
vãikɛbɔ  n. instrument of evil. 
vãikɛna  n. evil-doing. 
vãikɛnna  n. evildoer. 

vãikɛzɛ  [vãìkɛzɛ]́ n. excuse to do evil. 
vãikũ  [vãìkṹ kù̃] vi. become bad. 
vɛ  ɛ pua  [vɛ̃ɛ̀] n. small tree species. 

Parinari curatellifolia. 
vɛ  ɛ sia  n. small tree species. Maranthes 

polyandra. 
vɛ  ɛ tɛ  a  n. gingerbread plum. Neocarya 

macrophylla. 
vɛ  ntikina  [vɛ̃ǹtíkíná] n. mole cricket. 

Gryllotalpa africana. 
vĩ1  vt. have. 
vĩ2  [vĩ vi ̃]̀ vt. bury. 

vĩna  n. burial. 
vĩ3  [vĩ vi ̃]̀ vi. 1) jump. 2) thunder. 

vĩ ... pɛtɛ  vi. jump up. 
vĩvĩ  vi. skip, jump about. 
vĩvĩna  n. jumping, skipping, surging. 

vĩ4  n. milk. 
vĩ kũkpã  n. curdled milk. 
vĩ yo  vt. milk (cow). 

vĩa  [vi ̃à́] n. fear. 
vĩa ... kũ  vt. frightened (be). 

vĩa vĩ  vt. fearful (be), cowardly (be). 
vĩade  n. fearful/timid person, coward. 

— aadj. fearful, timid. 
vĩagu  [vi ̃àgu] n. fearful place. 

vi  ̃̀a  [vi ̃à̀] n. 1) blind man. 2) blindness. 
vi  á  [vi ̃á́] n. tail. 
vĩaka gbu (...nɛ)  [vi ̃á́ká kà] vt. cringe 

(before). Lit: 'tail-put-in-leg'. 
vĩaka(ka) ...di  [vi ̃à́káka kàkà] vi. 

frighten, scare, threaten. 
vĩakandi  [vĩákáṇ́dí] n. threat. 

vĩakɛ (...nɛ)  [vi ̃àkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. fear, afraid 
(be). 

vĩakɛna  n. fear. 
vĩakɛnna  n. fearful/respectful person. 
vĩakɛsai  adv. fearlessly, without fear. 

vĩakpa ...ma  [vi ̃à́kpá kpà] vi. frighten. 
vĩakũ  [vi ̃à̀kŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. become blind. 

vĩakũna  n. blindness. 
vĩama  [vi ̃àma mà] vi. feel/experience 

fear. 
vĩama ...nɛ  vi. feel fear for. 

vĩ'ipu  [vĩ'ípú] n. fresh milk. 
vĩna  [vi ̃ǹá] n. older brother/sister. 

vĩna na  sisiter-in-law. 
vĩna zã  n. brother-in-law. 

vĩtɛ  [vĩtɛ ́vi ̃t̀ɛ]́ vt. bury. 
vɔ   [vɔ̃]́ n. reed species. 
vũ1  [vṹ vù̃] vi. blow. 

— vt. blow. 
vũ2  [vṹ] n. flower. Variant: usually /lavũ/. 
vũ3  [vũ vù̃] vi. wake, resurrect. 

— vt. wake, resurrect. 
vũgɔɔ  adv. resurrection day. 
vũna  n. waking, resurrection. 

vũkpa  [vṹkpá kpà] vi. flower. 

W  -  w 
 
wa1  pro. 1p.PRF. 
wa2  pro. 1) 3indef.STAT, 3p.LOG.STAT. 

waba  pro. 3indef.STAT.NEG, 
3p.LOG.STAT.NEG. 

-wa  [wá wà] post. Dative postposition . 
-wà  pro. 3s.DAT. 

wá1  n. bone. 
wá2  [wá wà] vt. scrape, hoe. 

wawa  vt. scrape, hoe. 
wá3  pro. 1p.STAT, 1p.OBJ, 1p.POSS. 

wába  [wába] 1p.STAT.NEG. 
wáda  [wádá] pro. 1p.PROG. 

-wá  pro. 2p.DAT. 
wà1  pro. 1p.SBJ. 

wàdi  pro. 1p.SBJ.DUR. 
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wàkũ  pro. 1p.SBJ.CONT. 
wà2  pro. 1) 3indef.PRF, 3indef.SBJ. 

2) 3p.LOG.PRF, 3p.LOG.SBJ. 
wàda  [wàdá] pro. 3indef.PROG, 

3p.LOG.PROG. 
wàkũ  pro. 1) 3indef.SBJ.CONT. 

2) 3p.LOG.SBJ.CONT. 
waa  [wàá wàà] vt. wipe, shave, sweep, 

polish. 
wáa  [wáa] pro. 1p.IMPRF. 

wáadi  [wáadí] pro. 1p.IMPRF.DUR. 
wáakũ  pro. 1p.IMPRF.CONT. 

wàa  [wàa] pro. 1) 3indef.IMPRF, 
3p.LOG.IMPRF. 

wàadi  pro. 3indef.IMPRF.DUR, 
3p.LOG.IMPRF.DUR. 

wàakũ  pro. 3indef.IMPRF.CONT, 
3p.LOG.IMPRF.CONT. 

waaga  n. basket made of hide. 
waagazi  [wàagàzì] n. cheese. From: Areal. 
waakũnɔ  [wáákù̃nɔ]̀ pro. 1p.TOP, 

1p.APPO. 
waalia  [wààlia] n. black stork. Ciconia 

nigra. 
waazi  [wáàzí] n. preaching. From: Hausa. 
waazikɛ  [wáàzíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. preach. 

waazikɛna  n. preaching. 
waazikɛnna  n. preacher. 

Wagawaga [wágawagà] n. Sabon Birni, 
Busa village. Lit: 'bubal-antelope-
camp'. Etym: Kyanga: wagana gãà̀. 

wai  [wàì] intj. oh! 
waido  n. midnight, middle of night. 
waiyoo  [wàìyoo] intj. oh. 

— n. woe. 
waiyookɛ ...nɛ  [wàìyookɛ kɛ]̀ vi. mourn 

for. 
waka  [wakà] n. neck. 

waka kpɛ  n. nape of neck. 
wakagbɛ  [wakàgbɛ]̀ n. necklace stone, 

African pearl. Variant: waka se. 
wakalɛ  [wakàlɛ]́ adv. around the neck. 
wakanɔnɔ ...di  [wakànɔǹɔ nɔǹɔ]̀ vi. ogle 

at, leer at, stretch neck to look at. 
wakɛwatokɔ nɛ  [wàkɛwàtokɔñɛ]̀ n. 

tradition, custom. 
walikɛ  [wàlikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. tell future, 

prophesy. 
walina  [wàlina] n. fortune teller, 

magician. From: Hausa. 
wange  [wáŋge] n. riverside grass used for 

weaving baskets. 

wasa lí  [wàsa] n. balsam spurge. 
Euphorbia balsamifera. 

wasaa  n. bloom (of maize head). 
wasawasa  [wásáwásá] adv. clean, perfect. 
waya  [wayà] n. 1) wire. 2) electricity. Syn: 

tɛ. 3) telephone. From: English. 
wayalɛ ...nɛ  [wayàlɔ lɛ]̀ vi. telephone. 

Syn: mɔlɛ ...nɛ. 
wã  [wã wã]̀ vi. 1) hurry, eager (be). 

2) heat up, in uproar (be). 
wã ...wa  vi. scorch, make hot. 
wãna  n. haste, zeal. 

wãa  [wãà] adj. 1) warm, hot. 2) fast. 
wãawãa  adv. very hot, hurriedly. 

wãanɛ  [wãá́nɛ]̀ n. unidentified person. 
wãnkɛ  [wãŋ́kɛ]́ padj. skilled. From: Dendi. 

wãnkɛna  n. skill, know-how. 
wãnkpɛ  [wãŋ́kpɛ]́ n. bathroom. Possibly 

from /wɛ̃t́ɛḱpɛ/. 
wãnkpɛ pi  vt. wash menstrual rags. 

wãsã  [wãs̀ā] n. design, pattern, scar, 
character, mark. 

wãsãde  [wãs̀ãde] aadj. scarred, 
patterned, striped, spotted. 

wãsãkɛ   ...wa  [wãs̀ākɛ ̃kɛ̃]̀ vi. make design 
on. 

wãtã  [wãt́ã tã]̀ vi. hasten, try hard. 
we1  [we wè] vi. breathe. 

we dodo  vi. pant. 
we ...nɛ  vi. answer, allow, permit. 
wena  n. breathing, agreeing. 

we2  n. monkey. 
wetɛ    n. Patas monkey. Cercopithecus 

patas. 
we ...di/do  [we wè] vi. agree, believe, 

let, allow, give in, dare. 
wedi  [wedì wèdì] vi. willing (be). Tó 

Lua wèdi. If God wills it. 
wea  n. millet, black fonio. Digitaria iburua. 
wee  [wèé wèè] vi. subside, clear, sober up. 

— vt. relax. Baonnamana dì an wá 
wee. A bearer of good news relaxes 
people's bones. 

wee ...nɛ  vt. refresh, relax. 
wee ...wa  vt. subside. 

— vt. calm, moderate. 
weena  adj. relaxed, content. 
weesai  [wèesàí] aadj. gloomy, without 

clearing up. 
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wenɔkpa  [wenɔkpà] n. tree species. 
Acacia amythethopphylla. 

wenɔkpa sia  n. small tree species. 
Entada africana. 

wenɔwisi  [wenɔwìsí] n. shrub species. 
Grewia barteri. 

wesai  [wesàí] n. disrespect. 
wesaide  n. disrespectful person. 

wesaikũ ...wa  [wesàíkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. show 
disrespect. 

wesikombã  [wesikóṃ́bã] n. bird species. 
wesi(kona)  [wesikóná] n. vervet monkey. 

Cercopithecus pygerthrus. 
wɛ1  [wɛ wɛ]̀ vt. seek, hunt, seek to kill. 
wɛ2  [wɛ]́ n. 1) eye, vision, sight. 2) kernel, 

seed. 
wɛ ... dɔ ...di  vi. hope. 
wɛ ... dɔna ...wa  vi. eye on (set). 
wɛ gwa  vt. pity. 
wɛ ... kɛ    vi. enlightened (be), alert (be). 
wɛnɛ  n. eyeball. 
wɛnɛ sia  n. pupil. 
wɛde  aadj. full grained. 

— n. sighted person. 
wɛtɛ  a  n. persecution, mistreatment. 

wɛ ̃̀  n. hole, pit, hollow. Variant: ɛ.̀ 
wɛ ̃̀ yɔ   vi. dig hole. 
wɛda  n. centre (town). 

wɛ'ãakɛ  [wɛ'́akɛ kɛ]̀ vi. eye infection 
(have). 

wɛbaa  [wɛb́áá] n. eyelid. 
wɛbo ... da ...nɛ  [wɛb́o bò] vi. pick on, 

seek to mistreat. 
wɛbondannɛ  [wɛb́oṇdaṇ́ɛ]́ n. 

affliction, persecution. 
wɛbondadannɛde  n. persecutor. 

wɛbobo ... wa  [wɛb́obo bòbò] vi. stare at, 
concentrate on. 

wɛdɛ  [wɛd́ɛ dɛ]̀ vi. blink. 
wɛdɛna  n. blink. 

wɛdi'eo  [wɛd́ì'eo] n. great great great 
grandchild (5th gen). Lit: 'eye-never-
see-Neg.'. Syn: swagatɛnna. 

wɛdigi  [wɛd́ígí] n. spectacles, glasses. 
wɛdiwɛ  [wɛd́iwɛ]́ adv. in the open, 

openly. 
wɛdɔ (...wa)  [wɛd́ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. look (at). 

wɛdɔ ...di  [wɛd́ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. hope in, 
expect. 

wɛdɔ ...nɛ  vi. on lookout to harm 
someone (be). 

wɛdɔdisai  [wɛd́ɔdìsài] adv. without 
hope/expectation. 

wɛdɔna  n. hope, expectation. 
wɛdɔnannɛ  n. envy. 
wɛdɔnnɛde  n. envious person, person 

on the lookout to harm someone. 
wɛɛ-  ptcl. unit. Used before numbers 1 to 9, 

originally from /wɛ/́ 'seed' used in 
counting. 

wɛɛ'aakɔ   [wɛɛ'ààkɔ]̃ num. plus three. 
wɛɛ'aakɔ de  num. third. 
wɛɛ'aakɔ saide  num. less three 

(ordinal). 
wɛɛdo  num. plus one. 

wɛɛdode  num. first. 
wɛɛpia  num. plus two. 

wɛɛpiade  num. second. 
wɛɛsiikɔ   [wɛɛsííkɔ]̃ num. plus four. 

wɛɛsiikɔ de  num. fourth. 
wɛɛsoodo  [wɛɛsóodo] num. plus six. 
wɛɛsoopia  num. plus seven. 
wɛgwa  [wɛǵwa gwà] vt. have mercy on, 

take pity on. 
wɛgwagɔɔ  n. day of favour. 
wɛgwanna  n. compassionate person. 

wɛ'i  [wɛ'́í] n. tears, shame, embarassment. 
wɛ'i bo ...nɛ  vt. take away shame. 
wɛ'i go ...nɛ  vt. wipe tears from. 

Variant: wɛ'i waa ...nɛ. 
wɛ'i ...kũ  vt. ashamed (be). 
wɛ'i sɛ  vt. disgraced (be). 
wɛ'ide  n. shy person. 
wɛ'isaide  n. shameless person. 
wɛ'isaiyã  n. shameless affair. 
wɛ'iyã  n. shameful matter, disgrace. 

wɛ'ibo  [wɛ'́íbo bò] vi. shed tears, cry. 
wɛ'ida ...wa  [wɛ'́ída dà] vi. shame, 

humiliate. 
wɛ'idammade  aadj. disgraceful. 

wɛ'idɛ  [wɛ'́ídɛ dɛ]̀ vt. ashamed of (be). 
wɛ'ididi  [wɛ'́ídidi dìdì] vi. well up with 

tears. 
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wɛ'ifĩnna  [wɛ'́ífi ̃ṇ̀a] n. sweat-bee. 
wɛ'ima  [wɛ'́íma mà] vi. feel ashamed. 
wɛ'isaiyãkɛ  [wɛ'́ísàíŋákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. act 

shamelessly. 
wɛ'isaiyãkɛna  n. shameless behaviour, 

debauchery. 
wɛ'isaiyã'o  [wɛ'́ísàíŋá'o 'ò] vi. speak 

shamelessly. 
wɛ'isaiyã'ona  n. shameless talk, 

obscene language. 
wɛka ...nɛ  [wɛḱá kà] vt. mistreat because 

of envy. 
wɛka ...wa  vi. cast glance at. 
wɛkanakɔ nɛ  n. malice. Variant: 

wɛkannɛ. 
wɛkã  [wɛḱã]́ n. eyelash. 
wɛkɛ  gɔɔ  [wɛḱɛ̃ǵɔɔ] n/adv. time of 

enlightenment. 
wɛkɛ  na  padj. enlightened. 

— n. enlightenment. 
wɛkɛ  nna  n. enlightened person. 

wɛkpa  [wɛḱpa kpà] vi. awake (be), alert 
(be). 

wɛkpa ...la  vi. overlook. 
wɛlaga  [wɛĺaga] n. stinginess. Syn: bĩi. 

wɛlagade  n. stingy person, miser. 
wɛlagakɛ ...di  [wɛĺagakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. tight (be) 

(financially). 
wɛmusukã  [wɛḿùsúkã]́ n. eyebrow. 
wɛna  [wɛńá] n. seed, grain, strand. 

wɛn  [wɛṆ́́] cn. seed, grain. 
wɛnade  aadj. seed-bearing. 

wɛnkpɛtɛ  [wɛŋ̣́kpɛt́ɛ ́kpɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. look, cast a 
glance. 

wɛnkpɛtɛ ...di  vi. visit, look in on, 
check up on. 

wɛpɛ ...wa  [wɛṕɛ ́wɛṕɛ]̀ vi. set eyes on. 
wɛpɛkĩi  n. view. 

wɛpiti (...wa)  [wɛṕìti pìtì] vi. stare (at). 
Syn: wɛbobo ...ma. 

wɛpungu  [wɛṕúŋgu] n. vision. 
wɛpungu e  vt. see vision. 
wɛpungu'ena  n. vision. 

wɛsɛ  [wɛśɛ ́sɛ]̀ vi. lift eyes, raise head. 
wɛsɛ  [wɛśɛ]́ n. greed (for food). 
wɛsɛ kɛ  vt. greedy (be), covetous (be). 
wɛsɛ vĩ  vt. greedy (be). 

wɛsɛde  n. greedy person. 
wɛsɛkɛna  [wɛśɛḱɛnà] n. covetousness. 
wɛsi ...lɛ  [wɛśi sì] vi. see from afar. 

wɛsi kɔ lɛ  vi. see each other from a 
distance. 

wɛsia  [wɛśía] n. ignorance. 
wɛsiade  n. ignorant person. 
wɛsiakɛ  n. ignorance. 
wɛsiagɔɔ  n/adv. time of ignorance. 

wɛtɛ  [wɛtɛ ́wɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. seek to, try to. 
— vt. look for, search for. 

wɛtɛna  n. search. 
wɛtɛnna  n. seeker, avenger. 

wɛtɛ ...di  [wɛt́ɛ ́wɛt́ɛ]̀ vi. inspect, examine. 
wɛtɛndide  [wɛt́ɛṇ́́dide] n. 

superintendent, inspector. 
wɛtɛkɛ  [wɛt́ɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vt. seek to harm 

someone. 
wɛtɛ    [wɛt́ɛ̃]́ n. knife blade (without 

handle). 
wɛtɛ  a  [wɛt́ɛ̃á] n. affliction. 

wɛtɛ  a le  vt. suffer affliction. 
wɛtɛ  a mɔ ...nɛ  vt. mistreat, persecute, 

afflict. 
wɛtɛ  amɔnannɛ  [wɛt́ɛ̃ámɔnàṇ́ɛ]́ n. 

persecution, afflication. 
wɛtɛ  amɔnnɛde  n. oppressor, 

persecutor. 
wɛtɔngɔ  [wɛt́ɔŋ́gɔ]́ n. eye socket. 
wɛvĩ ...la  [wɛv́ĩ vi ̃]̀ vi. overlook, neglect. 
wɛwa  [wɛẃá] post. presence. 
wɛwɛ nda  [wɛẃɛñdà] n. pity, pitiful state. 

— adv. pitiful. 
wɛwɛ ndade  n. pitiful person, poor. 
wɛwɛ ndasaide  n. merciless person. 

wɛwɛ ndadɔ  ...nɛ  [wɛẃɛñdàdɔ ̃dɔ̃]̀ vi. 
take compassion/pity on. 

wɛwɛ ndadɔ na  n. act of compassion. 
wɛwɛ ndadɔ nna  n. compassionate 

person. 
wɛwɛ ndagwa  [wɛẃɛñdàgwa gwà] vi. have 

pity on, sympathise with. 
wɛwɛ ndagwana  n. compassion. 
wɛwɛ ndagwasai  adv. without 

sympathy. 
wɛwɛ ndagwansaide  n. pitiless 
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 Illo-Busa - English Dictionary 121 

person, ruthless person. 
wɛwɛ ndakɛ  [wɛẃɛñdàkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. mourn. 

wɛwɛ ndakɛ ...nɛ  vi. sympathise with. 
wɛwɛ ndakɛna  n. pitiful state. 

wɛyɔ sai  [wɛɲ́ɔśàí] adv. without digging a 
hole. 

wɛzɛ    [wɛźɛ]̃ n. intelligence. 
wɛzɛ  na  n. insight. 
wɛzɛ  nna  n. 
wɛzɛ  yã  n. insight. 

wɛzɛ  yã kɛ  [wɛźɛɲ̃ákɛ kɛ]̀ vt. smart (be). 
wɛzɛ  yãkɛnna  n. smart person. 

wɛzu  [wɛźu zù] vi. look away. 
wɛ  1  n. beer. 

wɛ   ... dɛ  vt. intoxicated by beer (be). 
wɛ  2  [wɛ ̃wɛ̃]̀ vt. convince, defeat. 
wɛ  ̃̀  n. year. 

— cn. year. 
-wɛ  a  [wɛã̀] pro. 1p.BEN. 
wɛ  dɛkɛ  [wɛd̃ɛkɛ kɛ]̀ n. get drunk. 

wɛ  dɛkɛna  n. drunkenness. 
wɛ  dɛnna  [wɛd̃ɛṇ̀a] n. drunkard, alcoholic. 
wɛ  kɛ  [wɛ̃k̀ɛ kɛ]̀ vi. spend years. 

wɛ  kɛna ...do  n. absence from. 
wɛ  minna  [wɛm̃ìṇa] n. beer drinker. 
wɛ  nla  [wɛ̃ṇ̀la] adv. this year. 
wɛ  ̃̀'ɔgɔ  [wɛ̃'̀ɔg̀ɔ]́ vi. annual tax. 

wɛ  'ɔgɔ kpa  vt. pay tax. 
wɛ  tɛ  [wɛ̃t́ɛ]́ n. village, town, city. Syn: bĩi. 

wɛ  tɛ zɔ kɔ   n. town, city. Syn: bĩizɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
wɛ  tɛdenɔ  n. village inhabitants. 

wɛ  tɛgɛna  [wɛ̃t́ɛǵɛńà] n. voyage, journey. 
wɛ  tɛgɛɛnna  [wɛ̃t́ɛǵɛɛ̀ṇ̀a] n. traveller. 

wɛ  zĩkpa ...nɛ  [wɛz̃ĩkpa kpà] vi. invite. 
wi1  pro. 1) 1p.UNAC, 1p.HAB. 

widi  [widí] pro. 1p.HAB.NEG. 
widikũ  pro. 1p.HAB.NEG.CONT. 

wi2  pro. 1) 3indef.SUBS. 2) 3p.LOG.SUBS. 
wi3  [wí wì] vt. break up, shatter, destroy. 

— vi. break up, shatter. 
wiwi  vt. break up, shatter, destroy. 

wí  pro. 1p.SUBS. 
wíkũ  pro. 1p.SUBS.CONT. 

wì  pro. 1) 3indef.HAB, 3indef.UNAC. 
2) 3p.LOG.HAB, 3p.LOG.UNAC. 

wìdi  [wìdì] pro. 3indef.HAB.NEG, 
3p.LOG.HAB.NEG. 

wìdikũ  pro. 3indef.HAB.NEG.CONT, 
3p.LOG.HAB.NEG.CONT. 

wiki  [wíki] n. cry, shout. 
wiki gbãa pɛ ́ vt. shout aloud. 

wikidɔ ...wa  [wíkidɔ dɔ]̀ vi. shout at, yell 
at. 

wikipɛ (...wa)  [wíkipɛ ́pɛ]̀ vi. cry out, 
shout (at). 

wikipɛna  n. cry. 
wikũ  pro. 1) 1p.HAB.CONT. 

2) 3indef.CONT. 
wíkũ  [wíkũ] pro. 1p.SUBS.CONT. 
wìkũ  pro. 3indef.HAB.CONT, 

3p.LOG.HAB.CONT. 
wisa  [wìsa] n. elephant. Loxodonta 

africana. 
wisa ɔ  n. elephant trunk. 
wisa saka  n. elephant tusk, ivory. 

wisakombã  [wìsakoṃbã] n. hoopoe. 
Upupa epops. 

wisi  [wìsí] n. salt. 
wiside  aadj. salty. 

wititi  [wítítí] n. flour. 
wititilɔgbɛ  [wítítílɔgbɛ]̀ n. millstone. 
wó  n. small of back, loins. 
wo ...wa  [wo wò] vi. flee, emerge. 

— vt. 1) extract, pull out. 2) thin out. 
3) affect, accomplish (NEG only). Idi 
peke wommáo. It didn't affect them. 

wo kɔ lɛ  vt. pull apart. 
wo kɔ wa  vt. separate. 

wobi  n. request. 
wobikɛ (...nɛ)  [wobikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. request, 

pray (for). 
wobikɛ ...wa  vi. request of, pray to. 
wobikɛgɔɔ  n/adv. prayer time. 
wobikɛna  n. prayer, request. 
wobikɛkĩa  adv. place of prayer. 
wobikɛnna  n. pray-er, one who makes 

requests. 
wobikɛyã  n. religious matter. 

wobikɛkpɛ  [wobikɛkpɛ]́ n. mosque, 
church. 

wobikɛkpɛdenɔ  n. congregation. 
wobikɛzɛ  [wobikɛzɛ]́ n. religion. 
wokũwokũ  [wokù̃wokù̃] adj. broken up, 

haggard. 
wolɛ  [wólɛ]́ n. loins. 
woo  n. tick. Amblyomma variegatum. 
wopɛkĩi  [wópɛḱĩi] n. lower back. 
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woto  [wòtó wòtò] vt. remove, take off, 
pick (unripe). 

woto ...wa  vi. escape from. 
— vt. remove from. 

wotona  n. removal. 
wɔgɔ1  [wɔǵɔ]́ n. courage. 
wɔgɔ2  [wɔgɔ]́ n. Egyptian sesban. Sesbania 

sesban. 
wutɛ  [wútɛ ́wùtɛ]́ vi. lie down. 

— vt. 1) lay down. 2) pull out, uproot. 
wutɛ ...do  vi. sleep with, have sex 

with. 
wutɛbɔ  n. bed. 
wutɛkĩa  adv. bedroom. 
wutɛkĩi  n. bed, den. 
wutɛna  padj. lying down, prostrate. 
wutɛwutɛ  vi. lie dow (many). 

— vt. pull up (many). 

Y  -  y 
 
ya1  [ya yà] vi. disturbed (water). 

— vt. disturb (water), slake. 
ya kɔ u  vt. mix. 
yakɔ una  aadj. mixed. 
yana  padj. disturbed, sad. 
yana kɔ u  padj. mixed. 

ya2  [yá yà] vt. chase, strive after. 
yana  n. pursuit. 

ya3  [yá] ptcl. end of sentence yes/no 
question marker. 

yá mɔɔɔ  ptcl. interrogative particle 
expressing doubt. 

yaa  n. roan antelope. Hippotragus equinus. 
Variant: nɔbɔ yaa. 

yaadɔ  [yaadɔ dɔ]̀ vi. laugh, smile. 
— vt. mock, laugh at. 

yaadɔbɔ  n. laughing stock. 
yaadɔna  n. laughter. 
yaadɔyã  n. amusement. 

yaaga  [yaagá] n. sulphur. From: Hausa. 
yaai  [yàài] n. hospitality. 
yaaikɛ  [yààikɛ kɛ]̀ vi. hospitable (be). 

yaaikɛnna  n. hospitable person. 
yaana  n. veil of fat covering liver. 
yaasa  [yààsà] adj. wide. 

— n. width. Syn: lɛɛtɛ. 
yaasakũ  [yààsàkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. widen. 

— vt. widen. 
yaase  [yáásé] n. 1) proverb. 2) meaning. 
yaasezu ...nɛ  [yáásézu zù] vi. quote 

proverb to. 
yaasezubɔ  n. proverb, taunt. 

yaayaa  [yààyàà] ideo. unkempt, 
disordered. 

yadi  [yadì] n. yard of cloth. From: English. 

yagikɛ  [yagíkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. rot, decay. 
yaka  [yàká yàkà] vi. spoil, ruin. Syn: 

yɔk̃pa. 
yàka  [yàkà] n. firewood. 

yaka wɛ  vt. fetch firewood. 
yákayaka [yákáyáká] adv. torn, worn out. 

yàkayaka  [yàkàyàkà] ideo. mauled. 
yakiyaki  [yákíyákí] adv. tattered, ruined. 
yamusɛkpa  [yamusɛkpa kpà] vi. smile. 
yango  [yaŋgo] n. camel. 

yangoda  n. female camel. 
yã  [ɲá] n. word, language. 2) deed, 

matter, affair, problem. 
yã ãa  n. problem, difficulty. 
yã ãa kɛ ...nɛ  vt. make problem for. 
yã ... bo ...do maa/nna  vi. acquit. 

Lua tò yã bòmado nna. God acquitted 
me. 

ya ́ ...da ...la  vi. overwhelm. 
yã ... da laasoonaũ  vt. bad conscience 

(have). Yãke dá ma da laasonaũ Lua 
ɛɛo. I don't have a bad conscience 
before God. 

yã ... da ...la  vi. overcome with worry. 
yã di ... miwa  vi. take on another's 

problem. 
yã dɔ   vt. know something. 
yã faade  n. common sense. 
yã faade o  vt. speak common sense. 
yã faasai  n. nonsense. 
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yã faasai o  vt. talk nonsense. 
yã gboo  vt. upset plans, break 

agreement. 
yã ĩi  n. harsh word, discord. 
yã ĩi kɛ ...nɛ  vt. deal harshly with. 
yã ... kakaa  vi. worry. 
yã la  vi. ask, enquire about. 
yã ... le  vt. suffer, bad experience 

(have). 
yã ma  vt. hear, hear about, understand, 

obey. 
yã maa  n. good 

thing/deed/matter/affair. 
yã mɔ ...nɛ  vt. show, illustrate. 
yã musu  post. about, concerning. 
yã na ...wa  vt. accuse falsely. 
yã nna kpa ...wa  vt. justify, vindicate, 

acquit, declare right/innocent. 
yã pã kɛ  vt. worthless thing (do). 
yã sɛ  vt. accept word of. 
yã sɛ ...wa  vt. imitate, copy. 
yã tɛdɛ  vt. resolve matter. 
yã ... ũ ...wa  vi. upset, worry, annoy. 
yã vãi  vi. evil/wicked/bad 

matter/speech/action. 
yã vãi o  vt. speak evil. 
yãde  n. person responsible. 

yãa  [ɲáa] adv. before. 
yãadenɔ  n. former generation, 

ancestors. 
yãao  adv. not yet. 
yãayãa  adv. formerly, long ago. 

yãagbãa'onna  [ɲágbãá'òṇa] n. loud-
mouthed person. 

yãbɛ  ɛkɛnna  [ɲábɛ̃ɛ̀k̀ɛṇ̀a] n. evildoer. 
yãbo kɔ  lɛũ  [ɲábo bò] vt. speak face to 

face. 
yãbonsɛɛ  [ɲáboṇ́sɛɛ̀]́ n. miracle, wonder. 

yãbonsɛɛ kɛ  vt. mitacle/wonder (do). 
yãbonsɛɛkɛna  [ɲáboṇ́sɛɛ̀kɛnà] n. miracle, 

wonder. 

yãbonsɛɛkɛnna  n. miracle-worker. 
yãbutɛ  [ɲábutɛ ́bùtɛ]́ vi. rave, talk a lot. 

— n. chatter, talkativeness. 
yãbutɛna  n. chatter, idle talk. 
yãbutɛnna  n. chatterer, talker. 

yãda ...nɛ  [ŋáda dà] vi. teach, instruct. 
yãda ...la  vi. condemn. 
yãda ...wa  vi. advise, counsel. Syn: lɛda 

...wa. 
yãdada  [ŋádada dàdà] vi. learn. 

yãdada ...nɛ  vi. teach. 
yãdada(na)nnɛ  [ŋádadànàṇ́ɛ]́ n. 

teaching. 
yãdadana  n. learning. 
yãdadanna  n. learner. 
yãdadannɛde  n. teacher. 

yãdanla  [ŋádaṇ́la] n. worry. 
yãdasi'onna  [ŋádàsí'òṇa] n. person who 

talks too much. 
yãdi1  [ŋádi dì] vi. decide. 

yãdi ...wa  vi. condemn. 
yãdi ...nɛ  vi. command. 
yãdina  n. command. 
yãdi(na)nnɛ n. instruction. 

yãdi2  [ɲádí] post. reason, because of. 
yãdonadona  [ɲádonàdonà] n. wonder, 

miracle. 
yãdonadona kɛ  vt. perform miracle. 

yãdonadonakɛna  [ɲádonàdonàkɛnà] n. 
miracle. 

yãdonadonakɛnna  n. miracle-worker. 
yãdɔ ...ũ  [ɲádɔ dɔ]̀ vi. remind. 

yãdɔ ...wa  vi. accuse. 
yãdɔũbɔ  [ɲádɔù̃bɔ] n. reminder, 

memorial. 
yãdɔɔsai  [ɲãd́ɔɔ̀s̀àí] n. anomaly, 

perversion, corruption. 
yãdɔɔsai kɛ  vt. act unacceptably. 
yãdɔɔsaide  n. corrupt person. 

yãdɔɔsaikɛna  [ɲádɔɔ̀s̀àíkɛnà] n. 
perversion, corruption. 

yãdɔɔsaikɛnna  n. one who acts 
perversely/corruptly. 

yãdɔũgbɛ  [ɲádɔù̃gbɛ]̀ n. memorial stone. 
yãdɔ na  [ɲádɔñà] n. knowledge, learning, 
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understanding. 
yãdɔ nna  n. learned person, scholar. 
yãdɔ sai  n. ignorance. 

yãfɛ  fɛ  kɛ  [ɲáfɛf̃ɛk̃ɛ kɛ]̀ vi. mediate. 
yãfɛ  fɛ  kɛnna  n. mediator. 

yãfĩasi ...wa  [ŋáfĩàsí sì] vi. take revenge. 
yãfĩasimmagɔɔ  n/adv. day of 

vengeance. 
yãfĩasinna  n. avenger. 

yãgɛ  [ɲágɛ]̀ n. futility. 
yã'i lafa  [ɲá'ílafa lafà] vt. confirm. 
yãka  [ɲáká kà] vt. consider, take notice 

of. 
yãkana  n. consideration. 
yãkansaide  [ɲádàṇ̀sàí] n. 

inconsiderate person. 
yãkasai  [ɲádasàí] adv. inconsiderately. 
yãkasaikɛ  n. inconsideration, 

disobedience. 
yãkan  [ɲakaṆ] n. nothing. 
yãke  [ɲáke] sn. something, nothing. 

yãkesaide  n. innocent person. Syn: 
taalisaide. 

yãkemasai  [ɲákemasàí] adv. uninformed. 
yãkepiki  [ŋákepíkí] n. everything, every 

deed. Variant: yãpiki. 
yãkete  [ɲaketé] n. problem, dispute. 

yãkete da ...wa  vi. stir up trouble. 
yãkete kɛ ...nɛ  vt. grumble, complain 

to. 
yãkete kɛ ...di  vt. grumble against. 
yãketede  n. troublemaker. 
yãketesai  n. without dispute, 

peacefully. 
yãketesaide  n. peaceful person. 

yãketekɛna  [ɲaketékɛnà] n. grumbling. 
yãketekɛsai  adv. without grumbling. 

yãkɛ  [ɲákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. act, do something. 
yãkɛ(kɛ) ... zɛwa  vi. act in right way. 
yãkɛna  n. deed, action. 

yãkɛkɛ ...do  [ɲákɛkɛ ̀kɛk̀ɛ]̀ vt. judge 
someone. 

yãkɛkɛ ...nɛ  vi. judge, sort out matter 
for. 

yãkɛkɛgɔɔ  n/adv. judgment day. 
Variant: yãkɛkɛzĩ. 

yãkɛkɛkĩi  n. court. 
yãkɛkɛsai  adv. without trial. 
yãkɛkɛna  n. judgment, trial. 
yãkɛkɛnna  n. negotiator, arranger, 

judge. 
yãkɛkɛkpɛ  [ɲákɛkɛkpɛ]́ n. court-house. 

Syn: yãkɛkɛkĩi. 
yãkpatɛkɛ ...do  [ɲákpátɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. 

discuss, resolve. 
yãkpatɛkɛna  n. discussion. 

yãkpãina  [ɲákpãí́ná] n. whisper. 
yãkpɛdanga  [ɲákpɛdaŋga] n. 

corrupt/perverted matter. 
yãkpɛdanga kɛ  vt. corrupt/wicked 

(be). 
yãkpɛdanga o  vt. speak perversely. 

yãkpɛdangakɛnna  [ɲákpɛdaŋgakɛṇ̀a] n. 
corrupt person. 

yãkpɛdanga'ona  [ɲákpɛdàŋga'onà] n. 
perverse speech. 

yãkutɛ ...la  [ɲákútɛ ́kùtɛ]́ vi. condemn. 
Syn: yãda...la. 

yãkũnukũnu'o  [ɲákũnukũnu'o 'ò] n. 
murmur. 

yãkũnukũnu'ona  n. murmuring. 
yãla ...wa  [ɲálá là] vi. enquire. 

yãlala ...wa  [ɲálála làlà] vi. question, 
interrogate. 

yãlalana  n. interrogation. 
yãlena  [ɲálenà] n. anguish, trouble. 
yãlɛ ...nɛ kɔ wa  [ɲálɛ lɛ]̀ vi. compare. 
yãlɛkãna  [ɲálɛkãnà] n. parable, 

comparison. 
yãma  [ɲáma] n. truth. 

— adv. truly, really. Syn: sĩana. 
yãmayãma  aadj. genuine, true. 

yãma ...wa  [ɲáma mà] vi. listen to. 
yãmana  n. listening. 
yãmanna  n. obedient person. 
yãmansai(de)  n. disobedient person. 
yãmasai  n. disobedience, deafness. 

yãmaakɛ (...nɛ)  [ɲámaakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. good 
(do), kind (be). 

yãmaakɛ  n. grace. 
yãmaakɛbɔ  n. means of doing good. 
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yãmaakɛna  n. righteousness, 
benevolence. 

yãmaakɛnna  n. gracious person, 
benevolent person. 

yãmɔ ...nɛ  [ɲámɔ mɔ]̀ vi. show, illustrate. 
yãna ...wa  [ɲána nà] vi. accuse falsely. 

Variant: yãdɔ ...wa. 
yãnamma  [ɲánaṃ́á] n. false 

accusation. 
yãnammade  n. false accuser. 

yãnnakpamade  [ɲáńakpàṃ́áde] n. 
vindicator. 

yã'o (...nɛ)  [ɲá'o 'ò] vi. speak, talk, 
command. 

yã'o kɛkɛ  vt. arrange speech. 
yã'o lɛũ  vi. mumble. 
yã'o sɛ  vt. 1) agree with someone. 

2) speak up. 
yã'obɔ  n. microphone, telephone. 
yã'ona  n. speech. 
yã'onna  n. speaker, talker. 

yã'ondaside  [ɲá'òṇ̀dàside] n. babbler. 
yãpãapãakɛna  [ɲápãapakɛnà] n. sexual 

immorality. 
yãpãkɛna  [ŋápãkɛnà] n. worthless activity. 

yãpãkɛnna n. useless person. 
yãpãsĩgɔɔ  [ɲápãs̀ĩgɔɔ] n/adv. time of 

disaster/calamity. 
yãpãwɛtɛnna  [ɲápãwɛt̀ɛṇa] n. chaser of 

fantasies. 
yãsɛ  [ɲásɛ ́sɛ]́ vi. 1) make plan. 2) speak 

up. 
yãsi ...do  [ɲásí sì] vi. defend. 
yã'ũmma  [ɲá'ũṃ́á] n. problem, worry, 

trouble, annoyance. 
yãvãikɛ  [ɲávãìkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. evil (do), wicked 

(be). 
yãvãikɛna  n. evildoing, bad behaviour. 
yãvãikɛnna  n. evildoer, wicked 

person. 
yãvãi'o [ɲávãì'o ò] vi. speak evil. 

yãvãi'ona  n. evil talk. 
yãvãi'onna  n. evil-speaker. 

yãwãgɔɔ  [ɲáwãgɔɔ] n/adv. day of 
disaster. 

yãwe ...wa [ɲáwe wè] vi. answer. 
yãwena  n. answer. 

yãwedɔ nna  [ɲáwedɔ̃ṇ̀a] n. person who 

knows how to answer. 
yãzãsi ...wa  [ɲázãśí sì] vi. answer back, 

reply to. 
yãzãsina  n. answer, reply. 

yãzɛ  [ɲázɛ]́ n. point of view, opinion, 
judgment, case, argument. 

yãzɛ dɔ   vt. discern something, 
understand opinion. 

yãzã e  vt. see point of view. 
yãzɛde  n. right way, righteousness, 

justice. 
yãzɛdekɛ  n. justice. 
yãzɛsai  n. 1) injustice. 2) impossibility. 

yãzɛdekɛ  [ɲázɛd́ekɛ kɛ]̀ vi. act justly. 
yãzɛdekɛna  n. justice. 

yãzɛdɔ na  [ɲázɛd́ɔñà] n. discernment. 
yãzɛdɔ sai  n. lack of discernment. 

yãzifɛtɛnna  [ɲázifɛt̀ɛṇa] n. one who 
raises past issues. 

yãzĩtɛ ...wa  [ɲázĩtɛ ́zi ̃t̀ɛ]́ vi. condemn. 
yãzĩtɛna  [ɲázĩtɛńà] n. condemnation. 

yehaana  [yehaana] n. yawn. 
yehaanakɛ  [yehaanakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. yawn. 
Yesu  [yesù yeesù] n. Jesus, Issa. 

Yesudekɛ  n. Christianity, Christian 
life/belief. 

Yesudenɔ n. Christians. 
yɛlɛlɛ  ideo. full to the brim. 
yɛ  ɛɛna  [ɲɛɛɛna] aadj. feeble (light). 
yɛ  kɛtɛkɛ  [ɲɛk̀ɛtɛkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. swerve, lean. 

yɛ  kɛtɛkɛ (...wa)  vt. tip over, pour out. 
yɛ  mɛkɛ  [ɲɛm̀ɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. flash lightning. 

yɛ  mɛkɛna  n. lightning. 
yi  [yi yì] vt. tie, attach, fasten, tether, 

wrap, bind. 
— vi. bound (be). 

yi kɔ wa  vt. tie together, bind together. 
yi ...wa  vt. conceal. 
yibɔ  n. fastener, attachment. 
yikĩa  adv. refuge, tethering place. 
yikĩi  n. refuge, tether, picket. Syn: 

mikpakĩi, utɛkĩi. 
yina  padj. tied, bound. 
yiyi  [yiyì yìyì] vt. tie many. 
yiyina  padj. bound (many). 
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yi ...di  vi. love, want, need. 
yi kɔ di  vi. love one another. 
yidi  [yidì] vi. want, about to (be). 
yina  n. loving, wanting. 
yindi  [yiṇ́dí] n. love. 
yindide  aadj. beloved. 

yia (...wa)  [yíá yìà] vt. sell, condemn. 
yiana  n. sale. 
yianna  n. seller, salesman. 

yiakɛ  [yíákɛ kɛ]̀ vt. fine. 
yika  [yìka] n. filaria. 
yikoko  [yìkòkò] adj. too thick (pounded 

yam, dough). 
yimpɔdide  [yiṃpɔd́ìde] n. covetous 

person. 
yo (...wa)  [yo yò] vt. pour out, drain, 

milk (cow). 
yoma  [yómá] n. small anthill. 
yotonna  [yotoṇa] n. sparrow. 
yɔ1  [yɔ]́ ptcl. end of sentence particle 

calling for attention. Ma ò yɔ! I 
say/ask then! 

yɔ2  [yɔ ́yɔ]̀ vi. melt, disolve, sweat. 
— vt. melt, disolve. 

yɔna  aadj. running (sore). 
— n. sweat, sweating. 

yɔ'i  [yɔ'́í] n. perspiration, sweat. 
yɔ'i waa  vt. wipe sweat. 

yɔ'iwaabɔ  [yɔ'́íwàabɔ]̀ n. handkerchief. 
yɔkɛ  [yɔkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. soak. 

yɔkɛ kũ ...do  vi. soaked (in water, 
blood, tears). 

yɔkɔ  [yɔk̀ɔ ́yɔk̀ɔ]̀ vt. smooth. 
yɔkɔna  aadj. smooth. 

yɔkɔsina  [yɔk̀ɔs̀íná] adj. smooth, slippery. 
yɔlɔyɔlɔ  adj. slippery, smooth, polished. 
yɔɔ ...wa  [yɔɔ̀ yɔɔ̀]̀ vi. slide. 
yɔɔtɛ  [yɔɔtɛ ́yɔɔ̀t̀ɛ]́ vi. slippery (be). 
yɔ 1  [ɲɔ]́ n. 1) breast. 2) bunch (fruit). 
yɔ 2  [ɲɔ ́ɲɔ]̀ vt. dig. 

yɔ yɔ   [ɲɔɲ́ɔ ɲɔɲ̀ɔ]̀ vt. dig (many). 
yɔ 3  [ɲɔ ɲɔ]̀ vt. measure, tempt. 

yɔ  ...wa  vi. try, attempt. 
yɔ na  n. test, temptation, trial. 

yɔ gɔ   [ɲɔ̃g̀ɔ]̃ n. showing-off, clowning. 
yɔ gɔ de  n. show-off, clown. 

yɔ gɔ kɛ  [ɲɔ̃g̀ɔk̃ɛ kɛ]̀ vi. boast, show off, 
clown. 

yɔ gɔ kɛbɔ  n. boast. 
yɔ gɔ kɛna  n. boasting, conceit. 
yɔ gɔ kɛnna  n. show-off, clown. 

yɔ gɔ na  [ɲɔgɔñá] n. catfish. 
yɔ gɔ ntɛ  nlɛ  [ɲɔgɔ̃ṇ̀̀tɛṇ̃lɛ]̀ n. thorn bush 

species. 
yɔ gɔ yɔ gɔ   [ɲɔg̀ɔ̃ɲ̀ɔg̀ɔ̃]̀ adv. swarming. 
yɔ 'i  [ɲɔ'́í] n. breast milk. 
yɔ kɛ  [ɲɔḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. produce tassel (maize). 
yɔ kɔ mbã  [ɲɔk̀ɔ̃ṃ́́bã] n. starling. 
yɔ kɔ na  [ɲɔk̀ɔ̃ńá] n. chilli pepper. 

yɔ kɔ n gbɛ  tɛ  gbɛ  tɛ    [ɲɔk̀ɔ̃ŋ̣́́] n. green 
pepper, capsicum. 

yɔ kpa1  [ɲɔk̀pa kpà] vt. spoil, corrupt, 
upset, destroy. 

yɔ kpana  adj. ruined, spoilt, perverse, 
destroyed. 

yɔ kpa2  [ɲɔḱpá] vi. deliberately (do). I 
yɔk̃pa à kɛò. He didn't do it 
deliberately. 

yɔ kpa ...wa  [ɲɔḱpá kpà] vi. breastfeed. 
yɔ mi (...wa)  [ɲɔḿi mì] vi. suckle, 

breastfeed (from). 
yɔ mina  n. breastfeeding. 
yɔ minna  n. suckling. 

yɔ nkɔ n  [ɲɔŋ̣́̀kɔ̃ṇ́́] adj. a little. 
yɔ nkɔ nna  n. small amount. 
yɔ nkɔ nnɔ  padj. very little. 

yɔ nkpa  [ɲɔŋ̣́̀kpá] vt. tickle. 
yɔ nkpakpa  [ɲɔŋ̣̀̀kpákpa kpákpà] vt. 

tickle. 
Yuu  [yùu] n. Yoruba (tribe). 

Z  -  z 
 
za  [zà] n. 1) African fan palm (adult). 

Borassus aethiopim. 2) rafter. 
za ... ũ  [za zà] vi. hate. 

zana  n. hatred. 

zaa1  [zàá] cnj. from (locatial), since 
(temporal). 

zaa2  [zàá] n. young African fan palm, 
young fan palm frond. Borassus 
aethiopum. 
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zaatɛ  na  [zàátɛ̃ńá] n. raffia palm. 
Raphia sudanica. 

zaala  [zàálá] n. raffia palm frond. 
zaapi  [zaapi pì] vi. rust. 

zaapina  n. rust. 
zaapɔ  [zàápɔ]́ cnj. because. 
Zabula  [zàbúlá] n. Psalms. From: Arabic: 

Zabur. 
zaga  n. incisor. Syn: saka lizo. 
zága  [zágá] n. edible stemmed vine. Cissus 

populnea. 
zagaa  n. strong wind. 
zai1  [zàì] adv. much, many. 
zai2  [zái] n. Nile monitor lizard. Varanus 

niloticus. 
za'i  [zà'í] n. palm wine. 
zaka1  [zakà] n. scales, measure, weight. 
zaka2  [zàká] n. tithe (not one tenth). From: 

Arabic. 
zaka bo  vi. give tithe. 

zakũzakũ  [zàkù̃zàkŋ̣̀] adv. panting. 
zala  [zàlá] n. African fan palm frond. 

zala ɛ  na  n. palm rat. Eliomys Ouercinus. 
zala pɛ  nkaso  n. European swallow. 

Hirundo rustica. 
zamikutu  [zàmìkútú] n. dead African fan 

palm. 
zaũde  [zaṹde] n. hated person. 
zaza  n. impoliteness, rudeness, disrespect. 
zazakũ  [zazakŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. rude/rebellious 

(become). 
zazakũ ...wa  vi. fussy about (be). 

za ́  n. husband. 
zãde  aadj. married (woman). 

za ̃̀1  n. amulet, bracelet, weight. 
za ̃̀ da  vt. put on bracelet. 
zã ɔpɔ  n. bracelet. 

za ̃̀2  adv. far. 
zã ...wa  [zã zã]̀ vi. miss, wrong (do). 

zã ...nɛ ...yãwa  vi. disobey, rebel 
against. 

zãbo  [zãb̀o bò] vt. treat as outcast, 
differentiate, discriminate against. Lua 
dí gbɛk̃e zãboo. God doesn't 
discriminate against anyone. 

zãbona  n. discrimination. 
zãdi  [zãd́i] adj. last. 

— adv. late. 
zãi  [zãí́] adj. slippery, glutinous. 
zãkɛ  [zãḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. marry (a husband). 

zãkɛna  n. marriage. 

zakɛnna  n. bride. 
zãkɛgba  [zãḱɛgba] n. wedding gift. 
zãkɛsoo  [zãḱɛsoo] n. wedding preparation. 
zãmba  [zãmba] n. deception. 

zãmbade  n. deceiver, imposter. 
zãmbakɛ ...nɛ  [zãmbakɛ kɛ]̀ vi. deceive. 
zãn li  [zãṇ́́] n. tree species. Monotes 

kerstingii. 
zãnayãwa  [zãnàɲáwà] n. wrong-doing. 
zãnga  [zãŋ̀gá] n. slippery mud. 

— adj. slippery. 
zãnga sɛtɛ  vt. slip on mud. 
zãngade  aadj. slippery. 

zãngo  [zãŋgo] n. tree species. Boswellia 
dalzielii. 

zãngo ligɔ   n. aromatic resin. 
zãngua  [zãŋguà] n. week. 

— post. between. 
zãnkpata  [zãŋ̀kpatà] n. agama lizard 

(female). 
zãnkpatagɔ tɛ    [zãŋ̀kpatàgɔt̃ɛ]̃ n. agama 

lizard (male). 
zãtɛ  na  n. black soldier ant. 
zãu  [zãù̀] adv. far, deep, at a distance. 

zãuna  adj. far. 
zãuzãu  adv. far away. 

zɛ  [zɛ zɛ]̀ vi. 1) stand. 2) stop, stay. 
— vt. stand. 

zɛ ...di  vi. bother, persist in asking. 
zɛ ...do  vi. side with. 
zɛ ...la  vi. stand over, harass, plead 

with. 
zɛ ... musu  vi. stand over, harrass. 
zɛ ...nɛ  vi. 1) farewell, see on way. 

2) give way to. 
zɛbɔ  n. base, crutch. 
zɛdo  vi. decide, determine. 
zɛkĩi  n. standing place, stopping place, 

limit, opportunity. 
zɛna  n. situation, build. 

— padj. standing. 
zɛnazɛna  adv. urgently. 
zɛsai  adv. continually, unceasingly. 
zɛzɛ  vi. 1) stand (many). 2) delay, 

hesitate. 
zɛzɛsai  adv. without hesitation. 
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zɛ ́ n. 1) road, path, doorway. 2) way, 
right way, possibility. 

zɛ ́go ...nɛ  vt. open way for. 
zɛ ́kɛ(kɛ) ...nɛ  vt. make/prepare way 

for. 
zɛ ́la ...nɛ  vt. intercede for. 
zɛ ́le  vt. find a way, get opportunity. 
zɛ ́mɔ ...nɛ  vt. show way. 
zɛ ́poto  vt. straighten. 
zɛ ́sɛ vi. take way. 
zɛ ́vĩ  vt. right (be), correct (be), 

possible (be), lawful (be). 
zɛ ́zɔ  ...nɛ  vt. obstruct, hinder, block. 

Syn: kpá ...nɛ. 
zɛ ́wɛtɛ  vt. look for way. 
zɛda  n. highway. 
zɛde  adj. correct, right. 

— n. adherent. 
zɛsaide  aadj. wrong. 

zɛ ̃̀  n. termite mound. 
zɛ ̃̀ dɔ̃̀  vt. build mound. 

zɛbo ...nɛ  [zɛb́o bò] vi. enable. 
zɛdɔ  [zɛd̀ɔ dɔ]̀ vi. grow strong, established 

(become). 
zɛdɔɔsaisɛnna  [zɛd́ɔɔ̀s̀àisɛṇ̀a] n. follower 

of deviant way. 
zɛfĩɔna  [zɛf́i ̃ɔ́ńá] n. path. 
zɛgbɛũ  [zɛgbɛù̃̀] post. in position. 
zɛkɛ  [zɛḱɛ kɛ]̀ vi. possible (be). 
zɛkpaka'ãa  [zɛkpàkà'ãa] n. Y junction. 
Zɛma  [zɛḿá] n. Zerma tribe. 
zɛmikũ ...nɛ  [zɛḿìkŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] n. secure way 

for. 
zɛmusukãna  [zɛm̀ùsúkãńá] n. shrub 

species. Feretia apodanthera. 
zɛndode  [zɛṇ́dòde] n. supporter, standby, 

advocate, defender. 
zɛngikĩi  [zɛŋ̣gíkĩi] n. stronghold. 
zɛso  [zɛs̀ó] n. large anthill. 
zɛtu  [zɛt́ù] n. saw. From: Hausa. 
zɛźɛ  [zɛźɛ]́ adv. in order, in line. 
zɛzĩ  [zɛźi ̃]́ post. exclusively, apart. 
zɛ  1  [zɛ̃]̀ n. vagina. 

zɛ  ̃̀ wɛ ́ n. clitoris. 
zɛ  2  [zɛ̃]̀ aadj. unmixed. 

zɛ  na  padj. clear. 
zɛ  zɔ  ...nɛ  [zɛ̃z̀ɔ ̃zɔ̃]̀ vi. remove clitoris. 

zɛ  zɔ na  n. clitorectomy. 

zi  aadj. old, former. 
— n. former. 
— adv. formerly. 

zí  n. prolapsed rectum. 
zí ... bo  vi. prolapsed rectum (have). 

zia  n. tomorrow. 
— adv. tomorrow. 

zia bàasi  adv. beyond tomorrow, day 
after tomorrow, in the future. 

zia le  vt. reach the future. 
ziadenɔ  n. future generation. 

zialena  [zialèṇa] n. future hope. 
zialenna  n. one who attains future life. 

zibo  [zibo bò] vt. make obsolete. 
ziga  [zígá] n. swing. 
zigakɛ ...wa  [zígákɛ kɛ]̀ vt. shake off. 
zigazu  [zígázu zù] vi. swing. 
ziki  [zíki] adv. next year. 
zikũ  [zikŋ̣ kŋ̣̀] vi. grow old, age. 

zikũ(na)  [zikŋ̣́(ŋà] n. old age. 
zikũ ... mɔ ...wa  vi. old/senile 

(become). 
zimina  [zìmina] n. ostrich. Struthio 

camelus. From: Hausa. 
zĩ  n. work. 

zĩ da ...nɛ  vt. give work to do. 
zĩ dada ...nɛ  vt. domesticate, train. 
zĩgɔɔ  n. work-time. 

zi  ̃̀  n. war. 
zi   ́ n. time. 

— post. 1) time. 2) place, vicinity. 
-zĩ  ptcl. 1) near, in vicinity of. 2) at time 

of. 
zĩ (...wa)  [zi ̃ ́zi ̃]̀ vt. send (someone) to. 

zĩna  n. errand, commission. 
zĩnkɛ  n. apostleship. 
zĩnna  [zi ̃ṇ̀a] n. 1) sender. 2) messenger, 

apostle. 
zĩbe (...wa)  [zi ̃b̀e bè] vi. win battle, 

defeat, conquer. 
zĩbena  n. victory. 
zĩbenna  n. victor. 

zĩbeezĩ  [zi ̃b́eezi ̃]́ adv. at that time. 
zĩbepɔnɔ  [zi ̃b̀epɔnɔ] n. plunder, loot. 
zĩdokũa  [zi ̃d́okṹá] adv. at the same time. 
zĩgbasɛna  [zi ̃g̀basɛnà] n. plan, strategy. 
zĩgɔ   [zi ̃g̀ɔ]̃ n. warrior. Variant: zĩkan 

nɔgɔña. 
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zĩi  [zi ̃í̀] n. possessing spirit. Syn: tãá. 
From: Arabic: djin. 

zĩ'ĩ  [zĩ'ĩ] padj. difficult. Lit: 'work-it is'. 
Etym: Bisã: zĩ ũ. 

zĩka (...do)  [zi ̃k̀a kà] vi. fight, wage war 
against. 

zĩkabɔ  n. weapon. 
zĩkagɔɔ  n/adv. day of battle. 
zĩkakĩa  adv. on/at battlefield. 
zĩka(na)  n. war, battle. 
zĩkanna  n. warrior. 

zĩkabɔkũnna  [zi ̃k̀abɔk̀ù̃ṇa] n. armour-
bearer. 

zĩkannanɔde  [zi ̃k̀àṇanɔde] n. army 
commander. 

zĩkasoo  [zi ̃k̀asoo] n. preparation for war. 
zĩkasɔ go  [zi ̃k̀asɔ̃ǵó] n. war-chariot. 
zĩka'uta  [zi ̃k̀a'ùtá] n. battle armour. 
zĩke  [zi ̃ḱe] adv. some time, never (NEG). 
zĩkezĩ  [zi ̃ḱezi ̃]́ adv. one day. 
zĩkɛ  [zĩkɛ kɛ]̀ vt. work. 

zĩkɛbɔ  n. tool, equipment. 
zĩkɛgɔɔ  n/adv. work-day. 
zĩkɛkĩa  adv. at workplace. 
zĩkɛkĩi  n. workplace, office. 
zĩkɛna  n. work. 
zĩkɛnna  n. worker, servant. 

— aadj. labouring. 
zĩna1  [zi ̃ńà] adv. day before yesterday. 

zĩnazĩna  adv. recently. 
zĩna2  [zi ̃ǹá] n. adultery. From: Hausa. 
zĩnakɛ  [zi ̃ǹákɛ kɛ]̀ vi. commit adultery. 

zĩnakɛna  n. adultery. 
zĩnakɛnna  n. adulterer. 

zĩnali  n. gold. From: Hausa. 
zĩnali'i  [zĩnali'í] n. liquid gold. 
zĩnna  [zi ̃ṇ́á] n. root, foundation. 
zĩnnapɛtɛ  [zi ̃ṇ́ápɛt́ɛ ́pɛt̀ɛ]́ vi. found, 

establish, put down roots. 
zĩnnapɛtɛna  n. establishment, 

foundation. 
— padj. rooted, established, founded, 
secure. 

zĩtɛ1  [zĩtɛ]́ vi. sit down, settle. 
— vt. make sit. 

zĩtɛ ...do  vi. settle with, stay with. 
zĩtɛ ...wa  vi. affect, condemn. 
zĩtɛkĩi  n. seat, residence. 

zĩtɛkĩa  adv. at residence, on seat. 
zĩtɛna  padj. seated, settled. 
zĩtɛzĩtɛ  vi. sit down (many). 

— vt. settle, seat. 
zĩtɛ2  [zi ̃t́ɛ]́ adv. below, down (on ground). 

— n. east. 
zĩtɛ lɛlɛ ...nɛ  vt. confirm oath by 

beating ground. 
zĩtɛ lɛlɛna  n. confirmation of oath. 
zĩtɛ ɔdi  adv. east. Variant: kɔnkwɛɛ ɔdi 

(Kali). 
zĩtɛdenɔ  n. people below/on earth. 

zĩtɛ'ɔdidenɔ  [zi ̃t́ɛ'́ɔdidenɔ] n. easterners. 
zĩtɔ  [zi ̃t̀ɔ]̀ n. foreigner, stranger. 

— aadj. foreign, strange. 
zĩzɔ  [zi ̃z̀ɔ]̀ n. slave of war. 
zoizoi  [zóízóí] ideo. scarlet, bright red. 
zooto  [zòòtò] adj. deep and narrow. 
zɔ ́ n. 1) bee. 2) honey. Syn: zɔ'i. 

zɔ ́bo  vt. collect honey. 
zɔde  aadj. honeyed. 

zɔ̃̀1  n. slave. 
zɔ̃̀ deke  n. slave owner/dealer. 
zɔde  n. lord, master, mistress. 
zɔkɛ  n. slavery, servitude. 

zɔ̃̀2  n. long necked gourd. 
zɔ̃̀ lɛ  vt. shake gourd rattle. 

zɔ̃̀3  n. shed skin (snake). Mɛɛ bò zɔù̃. The 
snake shed (its) skin. Etym: Boko: sɔ.̀ 

zɔbe ...nɛ  [zɔb̀e bè] vi. serve. 
zɔbe(na)  n. servitude, service. 
zɔbenna  n. servant, bond-slave. 

zɔbonna  [zɔb́òṇa] n. apiarist. 
Zɔgbɛ    [zɔg̀bɛ̃]́ n. Boko tribe. 
zɔ'i  [zɔ'́í] n. honey. 
zɔka  [zɔk̀á] n. uproar, racket, clamour, 

row, din. 
zɔkadɔ  [zɔk̀ádɔ dɔ]̀ vi. make a racket, 

cause an uproar. 
zɔkadɔ ...wa  vi. dispute with. 

zɔkaka  [zɔk̀áká kà] vi. rage, grumble, 
complain. 

zɔkaka ...di  vi. complain about, rage 
against. 

zɔkakana  n. commotion, uproar, rage, 
riot. 
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zɔkakanna  n. noisy/argumentative 
person. 

zɔnɔgbɛ    [zɔǹɔgbɛ̃]́ n. slavegirl. 
zɔnɔgɔ na  [zɔǹɔgɔña] n. slaveboy. 
zɔsa  [zɔśà] n. honeycomb. 

zɔsa pua  n. choice honeycomb. 
zɔsu  [zɔśù] n. beehive. 
zɔzĩ  [zɔz̀ĩ] n. forced labour, slavery. 
zɔ   [zɔ ̃zɔ̃]̀ vt. chop, cut, sever, stab. 

zɔ  kũ gbado  vt. kick. 
zɔ  kũ lɛkɔdo  vi. peck. 
zɔ zɔ   vt. chop up, cut up. 
zɔ zɔ nna  n. chopper. 

zɔ ɛ  [zɔɛ̃ ́zɔ̃ɛ̀]́ vt. cut, carve, slaughter. 
zɔ ɛna  n. slaughter. 

— padj. carved. 
zɔ ɛsai  adj. unslaughtered. 
zɔ ɛzɔ ɛ  vt. cut up/in pieces. 

zɔ gbɛ    [zɔ̃g̀bɛ̃]́ n. farmer, peasant. 
zɔ go  n. tree species. Boswellia dalzielii. 
zɔ kɔ   [zɔk̃ɔ̃]̀ adj. big, large, mature, 

important. 
zɔ kɔ de  adj. great, senior. 

— n. great one. 
zɔ kɔ kɛ  n. greatness, position, status, 

position. 
zɔ kɔ (zɔ kɔ )  adv. greatly, much. 

zɔ kɔ kũ  [zɔk̃ɔ̃k̀ŋ̣́ kŋ̣̀] vi. enlarge, grow big. 
zɔ nna  [zɔṇ́̃á] n. water chevtotain. 

Hyemoschus aquaticus. 
zɔ tɛ  na  [zɔ̃t́ɛ̃ńá] n. red-flanked duiker. 

Cephalophus rufilatus. 
zu  [zu zù] vt. throw. 

zuzu  [zuzù zùzù] vt. toss about. 
zù  n. ox, bullock. 

zù dã  vt. herd/graze cattle. 
zù sɔtɔbona  n. steer. 
zuda  n. cow. 
zuda nɔkɔ na  n. heifer. 
zunɛ  n. baby calf. 
zunɛ bɔ̃̀tɔ  n. calf. 
zunɔ zɛ ́ n. cow path. 
zusa  n. bull. 

zubana  [zúbàna] n. calabash for bathing. 
zubã  [zùbã] n. yellow-billed oxpecker. 

Buphagus africanus. 
zudãnna  [zùdãṇ̀a] n. cowherd. 
zugbɔ   [zùgbɔ̃]̀ n. cow manure. 
zugbɔ kakaakĩi  [zùgbɔ̃k̀akaakĩi] n. manure 

heap. 
zugo  [zùgó] n. chariot. 
zugu  [zúgú] n. yoke (for oxen). 
zukãa  [zukãa zùkãa] vi. lost (be), perish. 

— vt. throw away, desert, forsake. 
zukãa ...wa  vi. lose. Ma biro zùkãama. 

I lost my pen. 
zukɛ ..wa  [zùkɛ kɛ]̀ vi. rush/charge at. 
zukosu  [zùkósú] n. cattle pen. 
zukpasa  [zùkpàsà] n. herd of cattle. 
zukũba  [zùkũbà] n. cow tether. 
zuniba  [zùnibà] n. nose rope for cow. 
zu'o  [zú'o 'ò] vi. bathe. 

zu'obɔ  n. bucket. 
zu'onna  n. bather. 
zu'okĩi  n. bathroom. 

zusawasawa  [zùsawasàwà] n. young 
bull. 

zusãtɛ  [zùsãt̀ɛ] n. buffalo. Syncerus caffer. 
zuukɛ  [zùùkɛ] vt..control, restrain. 

zuukɛna  n. restraint. 
zuyɔ   [zùɲɔ̣]́ n. udder. 
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a little  adj. yɔñkɔñ. 
a (specific)  aadj. ke. 
aardvark  n. kita. 
abandon  vi. pãkpa ...di; 
 vt. to. 
abandoned field  n. saga. 
abandonment  n. pãkpana, see: pãkpa ...di. 
abcess  n. fɔñna. 
abdomen  n. nɛsɛ. 
able  vi. fɔ1̃. 
able (be)  vi. e. 
abnormal  aadj. dɔɔsaide, see: dɔɔ; 
 adj. dɔɔsai, see: dɔɔ. 
abode  adv. kukĩa, see: ku; 
 n. kukĩi, see: ku. 
abort  vi. nɔ ̀butɛ, see: nɔ;̀ 
 vi. nɔbutɛkɛ. 
abort foetus  vi. nɔb̀utɛ. 
about  post. -ba; 
 post. musu; 
 post. takaba, see: taka; 
 post. yã musu, see: yã. 
about to (be)  vi. yidi, see: yi ...di. 
about 3 pm (be)  vi. aula pita. 
about 9 pm  adv. ubegɔɔ. 
absence from  n. wɛk̃ɛna ...do, see: wɛk̃ɛ. 
absent  adv. kpɛ2́. 

abstain from  vi. tɛk̃ɛ. 
abstract noun suffix  n. -kɛ. 
abundance  n. kãna, see: kã2; 
 n. pɔdekɛ, see: pɔ1; 
 n. pɔdekɛ. 
abuse  n. gbɛs̃ɔs̃ɔña. 
abuser  n. sɔs̃ɔñna, see: sɔs̃ɔ.̃ 
abusive person  n. gbɛs̃ɔs̃ɔñna, see: 

gbɛs̃ɔs̃ɔña. 
Abyssinian Roller  n. kwayakwaya. 
acacia thorn-bush species  n. lɛkaa; 
 n. lɛkaatɛ,̃ see: lɛkaa. 
accept  vt. sɛ (2). 
accept statement  vt. lɛ ́ma, see: lɛ1́. 
accept word of  vt. yã sɛ, see: yã. 
acceptable  adj. nna. 
acceptably  adv. nnanna, see: nna. 
accompany  vi. gɛ ... kpa, see: gɛ. 
accomplish  vt. lɛ ́papa, see: lɛ1́. 
accomplish (in)  vi. papa (...wa), see: pa1. 
accomplish (NEG only)  vt. wo ...wa (3). 
according to  post. -ba. 
accumulate  vi. dasikũ. 
accuse  vi. yãdɔ ...wa, see: yãdɔ ...ũ; 
 vt. gbɛ ̃yaka, see: gbɛ1̃. 
accuse falsely  vi. yãna ...wa; 
 vt. yã na ...wa, see: yã. 
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accuser  n. gbɛỹakanna. 
acquisition  n. lena, see: le2. 
acquit  vi. yã ... bo ...do maa/nna, see: 

yã; 
 vt. bo yãu/taaliũ, see: bo2; 
 vt. yã nna kpa ...wa, see: yã. 
act  n. kɛna, see: kɛ; 
 vi. yãkɛ. 
act in right way  vi. yãkɛ(kɛ) ... zɛwa, see: 

yãkɛ. 
act justly  vi. yãzɛdekɛ. 
act of compassion  n. wɛwɛñdadɔña, see: 

wɛwɛñdadɔ ̃...nɛ. 
act shamelessly  vi. wɛ'isaiyãkɛ. 
act stealthily  vi. kpãi'o. 
act unacceptably  vt. yãdɔɔsai kɛ, see: 

yãdɔɔsai. 
act unfaithfully (towards)  vi. naaisaiyãkɛ 

(...nɛ). 
action  n. yãkɛna, see: yãkɛ. 
actor suffix  ptcl. -nna. 
Adam's apple  n. koto baa, see: koto1. 
add  vt. lafa (...nɛ). 
addition  n. lafana, see: lafa (...nɛ). 
Adessive postposition  post. -di1. 
adherent  n. zɛde, see: zɛ.́ 
adhesive  n. gɔ̃.́ 
adjudicate  vt. kɛkɛ (3). 
admire  vt. maa bo, see: maa1. 
adulterer  n. zĩnakɛnna, see: zĩnakɛ. 
adultery  n. zĩna2; 
 n. zĩnakɛna, see: zĩnakɛ. 
advice  n. lɛdamma. 
advise  vi. lɛda ...wa, see: lɛda ...nɛ; 
 vi. yãda ...wa, see: yãda ...nɛ. 
advocate  n. zɛndode. 
aerial  n. ɛɛlia. 
aeroplane  n. gomusu. 
affair  n. yã (2). 
affect  vi. tɔ ̃...wa, see: tɔ;̃ 

 vi. zĩtɛ ...wa, see: zĩtɛ1; 
 vt. wo ...wa (3). 
afflication  n. wɛtɛãmɔnannɛ. 
afflict  vt. wɛtɛã mɔ ...nɛ, see: wɛtɛã. 
affliction  n. wɛbondannɛ, see: wɛbo ... da 

...nɛ; 
 n. wɛtɛã. 
afraid (be)  vi. vĩakɛ (...nɛ). 
African bark  n. begbɔñna. 
African eggplant  n. gauta. 
African emerald cuckoo  n. bãtolo. 
African fan palm (adult)  n. za (1). 
African fan palm frond  n. zala. 
African fire finch  n. bãtitina tɛã, see: 

bãtitina. 
African golden oriole  n. kulabã. 
African green snake  n. kpakpa li mɛɛ, see: 

kpakpa2. 
African grey hornbill  n. kyãnkɔli. 
African locust bean tree  n. kpà. 
African mahogany  n. mɔa. 
African mesquite  n. sɛ̃.́ 
African oak  n. gbii. 
African oil palm  n. kpakpa2 (1). 
African palm swift  n. pɛñkasobã. 
African peach  n. dɛsu. 
African pearl  n. wakagbɛ. 
after  post. -di1; 
 post. kpɛ. 
after (temporal)  post. gbɛzã. 
again  adv. dɔ2. 
agama lizard (female)  n. zãnkpata. 
agama lizard (male)  n. zãnkpatagɔt̃ɛ.̃ 
age  vi. zikũ. 
age of eating solid food  adv. ubena, see: 

ubegɔɔ. 
agree  vi. kɔs̃i ...do; 
 vi. we ...di/do; 
 vt. kɔ ̃yã ma, see: kɔ1̃. 
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agree (with)  vi. lɛdokũkɛ ...do, see: 
lɛdokũkɛ. 

agree with someone  vt. yã'o sɛ (1), see: 
yã'o (...nɛ). 

agreeing  n. wena, see: we1. 
agreement  n. kɔỹãmana; 
 n. lɛdokũ; 
 n. lɛdokũkɛna, see: lɛdokũkɛ; 
 n. lɛkɛdo. 
aha  intj. taalɛ2. 
ahead of  post. ɛɛ. 
AIDS  n. sida. 
air  n. ɛñi. 
alcohol  n. sɔlɔbi. 
alcoholic  n. wɛd̃ɛnna. 
alert (be)  vi. wɛ ... kɛ,̃ see: wɛ2; 
 vi. wɛkpa. 
alienate  vt. ĩi da ...zãngua, see: ĩi. 
alight  adv. nana, see: na2. 
alive  adj. bɛ̃ɛ́. 
alive (be)  vt. unde vĩ, see: unde. 
alive/somewhere (be)  vi. ku. 
alkaline  aadj. kasade, see: kasa1. 
all  adv. piki. 
all the more  cnj. bele. 
allow  vi. to; 
 vi. we ...nɛ, see: we1; 
 vi. we ...di/do. 
Almighty  n. Gbãapikide. 
already  adv. kɔ1. 
alright  intj. tɔɔ. 
also  adv. sɔ2̃. 
altar  n. sa'okĩi, see: sa'o ...wa. 
altar work  n. sa'ozĩ. 
alter  vt. litɛ. 
although  cnj. baa pɔ, see: baa1. 
aluminium  n. mɔpua, see: mɔ.̀ 
always  adv. gɔɔkepiki. 
amen  intj. aami; 
 intj. ami. 

among  post. guaũ. 
among themselves  pro. kɔ ̃tɛɛ̃, see: kɔ1̃. 
amulet  n. zã1̀. 
amuse oneself  vi. kɔk̃ɔ'̃o. 
amusement  n. kɔk̃ɔ;̃ 
 n. kɔk̃ɔ'̃ona, see: kɔk̃ɔ'̃o; 
 n. yaadɔyã, see: yaadɔ. 
anaphoric 3p pronoun  pro. adeenɔ, see: 

adee. 
anaphoric 3s pronoun  pro. adee. 
Anasua  n. Kãmasɔɛ̃. 
ancestor  sn. dezi. 
ancestors  n. yãadenɔ, see: yãa; 
 sn. dezinɔ, see: dezi. 
ancestry  n. buibokĩi; 
 n. buikɛyã, see: buikɛ. 
anchor  n. kakokona; 
 n. kúla. 
and  cnj. kũ ... -do; 
 cnj. mí3. 
angel  n. malaika. 
anger  n. pɔpana. 
angry  padj. fɛk̃pana, see: fɛk̃pa; 
 padj. pɔpana. 
angry about (be)  vi. pɔ ... si ... wa, see: pɔ3. 
angry at (be)  vi. pɔ ... pa ( ...di), see: pɔ3. 
angry (be)  vi. pɔ ... fɛ,̃ see: pɔ3; 
 vi. pɔ ... si, see: pɔ3. 
anguish  n. yãlena. 
animal  n. nɔbɔ (1). 
animal breed  n. pɔbui. 
animal's leg  n. koe. 
animism  n. tãakɛna. 
ankle  n. gbawakazĩ. 
ankle bone  n. gbawɛ. 
annihilation  n. lɛdɛna, see: lɛdɛ. 
announce  vi. kaseedika. 
announcement  n. kaseedikana, see: 

kaseedika; 
 vi. kaseedi. 



announcer  arrow 

108  English - Illo-Busa finderlist 

announcer  n. kpanna, see: kpa1. 
annoy  vi. yã ... ũ ...wa, see: yã. 
annoyance  n. pũtɛ;̃ 
 n. yã'ũmma. 
annual tax  vi. wɛ̃'̀ɔgɔ. 
annul  vt. lɛdɛ. 
anoint  vi. nisika ...wa. 
anomaly  n. yãdɔɔsai. 
another  aadj. ke. 
another person  n. gbɛk̃e. 
answer  n. yãwena, see: yãwe ...wa; 
 n. yãzãsina, see: yãzãsi ...wa; 
 vi. we ...nɛ, see: we1; 
 vi. yãwe ...wa. 
answer back  vi. yãzãsi ...wa. 
ant  n. bɔkɔna. 
antenna  n. ɛɛlia. 
antimony  n. kio. 
anus  n. gbɛw̃ɛ. 
anvil  n. ái. 
any place  n/adv. guke. 
anything  n. peke. 
anywhere  adv. gukan. 
apart  padj. dona; 
 post. zɛzĩ. 
apart from  post. baasi. 
apathy  n. kɛmmazĩ'ũ; 
 n. laasoosai(yã), see: laasoo. 
apiarist  n. zɔbonna. 
apology  n. gaafaa. 
apostle  n. zĩnna (2), see: zĩ (...wa). 
apostleship  n. zĩnkɛ, see: zĩ (...wa). 
appease  vi. kutɛkpa ...nɛ; 
 vt. tɛtɛlɛkɛ. 
apply  vt. mama ...wa, see: ma ...wa. 
apply eyeshadow  vt. kio ka, see: kio. 
apply fat/oil to  vt. nisi dɔkɔ ...wa, see: nisi. 
apply perfume  vt. tulale ka, see: tulale. 
apply to  vt. dɔkɔ (...wa); 
 vt. ma ...wa. 

appoint  vt. di2 (1). 
appointer  n. dinna, see: di2. 
apprehension  n. bidi. 
apprehensive (be)  vi. bidi ... gɛ ̃...ũ, see: 

bidi. 
approach  vi. ka ...sɛɛ, see: ka; 
 vi. mɔ sɛɛ, see: mɔ3; 
 vi. na ... sɛɛ (1), see: na2. 
appropriate (be)  vi. kɔs̃i ...do. 
Arab  n. Lalabu. 
Archille's heel  n. gbatuke kĩ, see: gbatuke. 
area  n. kpa2. 
area ruled over  n. kpata (2). 
argue  vi. lɛkpaakũkɛ ...do. 
argument  n. lɛkpaakũ; 
 n. yãzɛ. 
arm  n. gãsĩ. 
armour-bearer  n. dãkpabɔkũnna; 
 n. zĩkabɔkũnna. 
armpit  n. ɔu. 
armrest  n. gãsĩdikĩi. 
army  n. sozanɔ, see: soza. 
army commander  n. zĩkannanɔde. 
aromatic resin  n. zãngo ligɔ,̃ see: zãngo. 
around  post. -di1. 
around the neck  adv. wakalɛ. 
arrange speech  vt. yã'o kɛkɛ, see: yã'o 

(...nɛ). 
arranger  n. yãkɛkɛnna, see: yãkɛkɛ ...do. 
arrest  vt. kũkũ, see: kũ2. 
arrival  adv. mɔgɔɔ(zĩ), see: mɔ3; 
 n. kana, see: ka. 
arrival (act)  n. mɔna, see: mɔ3. 
arrival (time)  n. mɔgɔɔ, see: mɔ3. 
arrive  vi. ka (1). 
arrogance  n. gɛg̃ɛña. 
arrogant  adj. gɛg̃ɛñade, see: gɛg̃ɛña. 
arrogant (be)  vi. gɛg̃ɛñakɛ. 
arrogant person  n. gɛg̃ɛñna, see: gɛg̃ɛña. 
arrow  n. kà. 
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arrow head  n. kà wɛ,́ see: kà. 
as  post. -ba. 
as for  ptcl. sɔ2̃. 
ascend  vi. fɛtɛ (1). 
ash  n. túbu. 
ashamed (be)  vt. wɛ'i ...kũ, see: wɛ'i. 
ashamed of (be)  vt. wɛ'idɛ. 
aside  adv. saalu; 
 adv. sɛɛdo. 
ask  vi. yã la, see: yã; 
 vt. lá1. 
ask for  vt. lá1. 
ask for debt payment  vi. fĩa la ...wa, see: 

fĩa. 
ask for mercy  vi. mɛnakpa ...nɛ. 
ask of  vt. lá ...wa, see: lá1. 
assemble  vt. kɔ ̃kakaa (...do), see: kɔ1̃. 
assembly  n. batu; 
 n. kɔk̃akaana, see: kɔk̃akaakĩi. 
assembly hall  n. kɔk̃akaakpɛ. 
associate  vt. ka kɔũ, see: ka. 
astrologer  n. saanyãdɔñna. 
at  post. -di1; 
 post. -lɛ. 
at a distance  adv. zãu. 
at base of  post. pɔtɛũ, see: pɔtɛ. 
at base of (hill)  post. pɔtɛzĩ, see: pɔtɛ. 
at dusk/twilight (evening)  adv. 

gukakanakɔũ. 
at dusk/twilight (morning)  adv. gufĩɔna. 
at entrance/door  adv. kpɛlɛwa, see: kpɛlɛ. 
at mouth of  post. lɛzĩ. 
at peace (be)  vi. nɛsɛdi do; 
 vi. sɔ̃ ̀... dina gudokũa, see: sɔ̃.̀ 
at place of worship  adv. sisikĩa, see: sisi2. 
at point of  post. lɛzĩ. 
at residence  adv. zĩtɛkĩa, see: zĩtɛ1. 
at rest  padj. kpatɛna, see: kpatɛ. 

at that time  adv. zĩbeezĩ. 
at the farm  adv. bua1. 
at the head of  post. mizĩ. 
at the same time  adv. zĩdokũa. 
at this time  post. makaa'i. 
at time of  ptcl. -zĩ (2), see: zi ̃.́ 
at workplace  adv. zĩkɛkĩa, see: zĩkɛ. 
at/from/to pasture  adv. sãdãkĩa, see: 

sãdãkĩi. 
atone for  vi. kutɛkpa ...nɛ. 
atonement  n. kutɛkpabɔ. 
attach  vt. na ...wa, see: na2; 
 vt. yi. 
attachment  n. yibɔ, see: yi. 
attack  vi. lɛtɛ ...wa, see: lɛtɛ; 
 vi. si ...ũ, see: si2. 
attain  vt. le2 (1). 
attain to  vi. ka ...ba, see: ka. 
attempt  vi. yɔ ̃...wa, see: yɔ3̃. 
attend school  vt. booko kɛ, see: booko; 
 vt. makalanta kɛ, see: makalanta. 
attention  n. laakai. 
at/to altar  adv. sa'okĩa, see: sa'o ...wa. 
at/to river  adv. swai, see: swa. 
at/to steps  adv. dɛdɛkĩa, see: dɛdɛ ...wa. 
augur  vt. masola. 
augury  n. maso. 
aunt  sn. da1. 
authority  n. gbãade, see: gbãa1; 
 n. iko. 
avenge  vi. pɔgɛɛ̃si ...wa. 
avenger  n. wɛtɛnna, see: wɛtɛ; 
 n. yãfĩasinna, see: yãfĩasi ...wa. 
average (middle class) wealth  n. asitabɔ. 
avoid  vi. ɛ ̃...nɛ. 
awake (be)  vi. wɛkpa. 
axe  n. mɔko. 



babbler  be 

110  English - Illo-Busa finderlist 

B  -  b 
 
babbler  n. yã'ondaside. 
babbler (bird)  n. lakɛɛbã. 
baby  n. nɛtɛña. 
baby calf  n. zunɛ, see: zù. 
back  n. kpɛ. 
back of (boat)  post. gbɛ̃ ̀kpɛ, see: gbɛ̃.̀ 
back of hand  n. ɔkpɛa. 
backbone  n. kɔk̃pɛwa. 
backslider  n. gbɛs̃ukakpɛkɛnna, see: 

gbɛs̃ukakpɛkɛ; 
 vi. gbɛs̃ukakpɛkɛ. 
backwards  adv. kpɛkpɛ, see: kpɛ. 
bacteria  n. gyãgbenɛ. 
bad  n. vãi. 
bad behaviour  n. daakɛna, see: daakɛ; 
 n. yãvãikɛna, see: yãvãikɛ. 
bad conscience (have)  vt. yã ... da 

laasoonaũ, see: yã. 
bad experience (have)  vt. yã ... le, see: yã. 
bad habit  n. dɔnɛ ĩi, see: dɔnɛ. 
bad luck  n. mi'ĩi. 
bad omen  n. aisi vãi, see: aisi; 
 n. kisia (1). 
bad temper  n. pɔsia. 
bad tempered person  n. pɔsiade, see: pɔsia. 
badly  adv. bɛɛ̃bɛɛ̃, see: bɛ̃ɛ̀. 
badly wounded  adj. kaakũna, see: kaakũ. 
bag  n. bɔkɔ1. 
bahaviour  n. kɛna, see: kɛ. 
bake  vt. kpasa2. 
bake bread  vt. bulodi kɛ, see: bulodi. 
baked  aadj. kpasana, see: kpasa2. 
baker  n. bulodikɛnna. 
bald person  n. migbaa. 
bale out water  vt. í sɛtɛ, see: í1. 
balsam spurge  n. wasa lí. 
bamboo  n. sanna. 

banana  n. ayaba. 
banded mongoose  n. kɔ̃ ̀fĩɔna, see: kɔ̃.̀ 
bank  n. banki; 
 n. ɔgɔsikĩi. 
banner  n. tuuta. 
baobab  n. fɔ3̃. 
baobab leaves for soup  n. dosina. 
baptise  vt. da'itɛkɛ. 
baptised (be)  vi. da'itɛkɛ. 
baptiser  n. da'itɛkɛnna, see: da'itɛkɛ. 
baptism  n. dana'itɛ. 
bar  n. imikĩi, see: imi. 
barber  n. mibonna, see: mibo. 
bare area  n. gugbangbɛ. 
bare teeth  vi. hũunakɛ. 
bargain  vi. lagata. 
bark  n. litɛkɛ; 
 n. tɛkɛ1; 
 vi. gbokɛ. 
barn  n. pɔwɛnakakĩi. 
barren woman  n. fĩi. 
barter  vi. lagata. 
base  n. zɛbɔ, see: zɛ. 
basket  n. kondo. 
basket made of hide  n. waaga. 
bastard  n. abadevĩo; 
 n. desaide, see: de1. 
bat (for beating)  n. dabenɛ. 
bathe  vi. zu'o. 
bather  n. zu'onna, see: zu'o. 
bathometer  n. iwɛgwabɔ. 
bathroom  n. wãnkpɛ; 
 n. zu'okĩi, see: zu'o. 
battle  n. zĩka(na), see: zĩka (...do). 
battle armour  n. zĩka'uta. 
bay  n. gulokotoko. 
be  vi. kɛ. 
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be at peace  vi. nɛsɛ ... su gudokũ, see: 
nɛsɛ. 

be for/to  vi. ku ...nɛ, see: ku. 
be in  vi. ku ...ù̃, see: ku. 
be industrious  vt. ãiakɛ, see: ãia. 
be on  vi. dɔ ...wa, see: dɔ1; 
 vi. ku ...wa, see: ku. 
be over  vi. ku ...la, see: ku. 
be there  vi. ku gũ, see: ku. 
be with  vi. ku ...do, see: ku. 
beach  n. goto. 
bead  n. se wɛ,́ see: se. 
bead waistband  n. se. 
beak  n. lɛkɔ. 
beans  n. bía. 
bear child  vi. nɛ'i (1). 
bear down (toilet or birth)  vi. takpa. 
bear fruit  vi. nɛ'i (2). 
bear interest  vi. nɛ'i (2). 
bear witness to  vt. seedadekɛ kɛ, see: 

seeda. 
beard  n. lɛkã; 
 n. lɛkãtã kã, see: lɛkãtã. 
bearer  n. inna, see: i3. 
bearing  padj. sɛna, see: sɛ. 
beat  vt. gbɛ2̃; 
 vt. gbɛg̃bɛ,̃ see: gbɛ2̃; 
 vt. lɛ2́. 
beat drum  vt. batagãgã lɛ, see: batagãgã. 
beating  n. gbɛña, see: gbɛ2̃. 
beautiful  adj. maa1. 
beauty  n. maakɛ, see: maa1; 
 n. maakɛ. 
because  cnj. zaapɔ. 
because of  post. yãdi2. 
become  vi. gɔ2̃. 
become bad  vi. vãikũ. 
become barren  vi. fĩikũ. 
become blind  vi. vĩakũ. 
become cold  vi. nini. 

become light  vi. gupuakũ (...nɛ). 
become new  vi. dufukũ. 
becoming something  n. gɔña ... ũ, see: gɔ2̃. 
bed  n. kaaga; 
 n. wutɛbɔ, see: wutɛ; 
 n. wutɛkĩi, see: wutɛ. 
bedbug  n. gũma. 
bedroom  adv. wutɛkĩa, see: wutɛ; 
 n. kpɛ'ɛɛ. 
bee  n. zɔ ́(1). 
bee-eater  n. tɛbã. 
beehive  n. zɔsu. 
beer  n. wɛ1̃. 
beer drinker  n. wɛm̃inna. 
before  adv. yãa; 
 cnj. ee (1). 
before (be)  vi. gĩakɛ .. ku ...ni, see: gĩakɛ. 
before sunset  adv. isãlɛtɛsai. 
before (temporal)  post. ãa2. 
befriend  vi. gbɛñnakpa ...do. 
beg  vi. baakɛ. 
beggar  n. baakɛnna, see: baakɛ. 
begin  vi. datɛ; 
 vi. ɔdɔ ...wa (2), see: ɔdɔ; 
 vt. datɛ. 
begin journey  vi. da zɛũ, see: da2. 
beginner  n. datɛnna, see: datɛ. 
beginning  n. datɛna, see: datɛ. 
beginning of time  adv. tɛlɛtɛlɛ. 
behave badly  vi. vãikɛ. 
behaviour  n. ɔlɛ. 
behind  adv. kpɛkpɛ, see: kpɛ; 
 adv. kpɛ2́; 
 post. kpɛ. 
being  n. kɛna, see: kɛ; 
 n. kuna, see: ku. 
being idle  n. pãapãakɛ. 
being together with  adv. kɔãna, see: kɔã. 
belch  vi. igo (2). 
belief  n. naaikɛna, see: naaikɛ. 
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believe  vi. we ...di/do; 
 vt. naaikɛ; 
 vt. sɛ (2). 
believer  n. naaikɛnna, see: naaikɛ. 
belittle  vi. dɔkɛ ...do2. 
bell  n. mɔtikina. 
bellows  n. tɛbɔkɔ. 
beloved  aadj. yindide, see: yi ...di. 
below  adv. zĩtɛ2. 
belt  n. asanɛ. 
bend down  vi. kutɛ2; 
 vi. natɛ. 
bend over  vi. koko; 
 vt. koko. 
Benefactive postposition  post. -nɛ. 
beneficial  aadj. lafanade, see: lafa (...nɛ). 
beneficiary  n. ailenna. 
benefit  n. ài; 
 n. lafana, see: lafa (...nɛ); 
 vi. lafana le (...nɛ), see: lafa 

(...nɛ). 
benevolence  n. yãmaakɛna, see: yãmaakɛ 

(...nɛ). 
benevolent person  n. yãmaakɛnna, see: 

yãmaakɛ (...nɛ). 
benevolent to (be)  vi. nnakɛ ...nɛ. 
Benin rope  n. baadako. 
bent  adj. kokona, see: koko. 
berlinia  n. pɛ2. 
beside  post. sɛɛ1. 
betray  vi. bo ... kpɛ, see: bo2; 
 vt. kpɛbo. 
betrayal  n. kpɛbona, see: kpɛbo. 
betrayer  n. gbɛk̃pɛbonna; 
 n. kpɛbonna, see: kpɛbo. 
better  aadj. daamade, see: daama; 
 padj. sãa. 
better condition  n. daama. 
between  post. zãngua. 
beware of  vi. laakaika ...di. 

bewildered (be)  vi. gidikɛ. 
bewitch  vi. pɔda ...wa; 
 vt. ɛzɛ vãi kɛ ...nɛ, see: ɛzɛ. 
beyond  post. baasi. 
beyond tomorrow  adv. zia bàasi, see: zia. 
bias  vt. swafɛ.̃ 
bicycle  n. keeke; 
 n. mɔsɔ.̃ 
big  adj. zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
big man  n. gbɛ ̃zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: gbɛ1̃. 
big toe  n. gbanɛmida. 
bile  n. sɔt̃ɛña. 
billygoat  n. besa, see: bè. 
bind  vt. yi. 
bind together  vt. yi kɔw̃a, see: yi. 
biological father  n. de'ina. 
bird  n. bã. 
bird droppings  n. bã gbɔ,̃ see: bã. 
bird species  n. wesikombã. 
bird-trapper  n. fiikpakpanna, see: 

fiikpakpa. 
birth  n. ina, see: i3. 
birth pangs  n. nɛ'i'ãa. 
birthday  n/adv. nɛ'igɔɔ, see: nɛ'i. 
birthing time  n/adv. nɛ'igɔɔ, see: nɛ'i. 
birthright of firstborn  n. nɛkaakuzɛ. 
bit (for horse)  n. asĩna. 
bite  vi. sakaka ...nɛ. 
bitter  adj. kĩkã. 
bitumen  n. kɔtaa. 
black  adj. sia1; 
 padj. sii1; 
 ptcl. -si. 
black cobra  n. ki ̃á sia, see: ki ̃á. 
black fonio n. wea. 
black magic  n. ɛzɛ (2); 
 n. ɛzɛ vãi, see: ɛzɛ. 
black magician  n. gbɛk̃ɔɔtɛnna. 
black man  n. basia. 
black plum  n. kũ3. 
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black soldier ant  n. zãtɛña. 
black stork  n. waalia. 
black terrapin  n. kusɛsi, see: kusɛ. 
black tortoise  n. kù kusɛ, see: kù. 
black-backed jackal  n. gbɛɛ̃gbonna. 
black-bellied bustard  n. sagambã. 
blacken  vi. si1; 
 vi. sisi, see: si1; 
 vi. siakũ. 
blacksmith  n. sia2. 
bladder  n. asaatuu. 
blade of grass  n. sɛ ̃la, see: sɛ.̃ 
blanket  n. bɔlɔgɔ. 
blaspheme  vi. dɔkɛ ...do2. 
bleed  vi. au ... butɛ, see: au1. 
bleeding gums  n. dankanɔma (3). 
blemish  n. sãnka. 
blemished  aadj. sãnkade, see: sãnka. 
blemished (be)  vi. sãnkakɛ. 
bless  vi. balikaka ...nɛ/ũ. 
bless (by human)  vt. sa maa o ...nɛ, see: 

sa. 
blessed person  n/aadj. balikade, see: 

balika. 
blessing  n. balika. 
blessing (human)  n. sa'olɛkɛna. 
blind man  n. vi ̃à (1). 
blindness  n. vi ̃à (2); 
 n. vĩakũna, see: vĩakũ. 
blink  n. wɛdɛna, see: wɛdɛ; 
 vi. wɛdɛ. 
blister beetle  n. booboo. 
block  n. kũkũna; 
 vt. zɛ ́zɔ ̃...nɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
block way for  vt. gu zɔ ̃...nɛ, see: gu. 
blood  n. au1. 
bloom  vi. puia. 
bloom (of maize head)  n. wasaa. 
blossom  vi. puia. 
blow  vi. vũ1; 

 vt. pɛ3 (1); 
 vt. vũ1. 
blow air  vi. ɛñivũ (...wa). 
blow away  vt. sɛtɛ. 
blow down  vt. nɛ. 
blow horn  vt. kuu pɛ, see: kuu1. 
blow long blast (trumpet)  vt. bà gatɛ, see: 

bà1. 
blow nose  vi. kĩapɛ; 
 vt. pɔfɛɛ̃kɛ. 
blow trumpet  vt. kãakãaki pɛ, see: kãakãaki. 
blue  adj. boogu. 
blunt  adj. ĩi; 
 adv. ĩi. 
blurred  ideo. dãadãa. 
board  n. lipɛlɛlɛ. 
boast  n. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛbɔ, see: yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ; 
 vi. ɛñidã; 
 vi. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ. 
boast about strength  vt. nɔgɔñkɛ yã o, see: 

nɔgɔña. 
boaster  n. ɛñidãnna, see: ɛñidã. 
boastful/arrogant word  n. gɛg̃ɛñayã, see: 

gɛg̃ɛña. 
boasting  n. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛna, see: yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ. 
boat  n. gó; 
 n. go'itɛpɔ. 
boat mooring  n. go'itɛpɔyikĩi. 
body  n. mɛ;̀ 
 n. mɛbaasi. 
body hair  n. mɛbaasi kã, see: mɛbaasi. 
body part/member  n. mɛgu. 
Bohor reedbuck  n. buka. 
boil  n. sɛbɔ; 
 vt. disa; 
 vt. pi2 (2). 
boiled  adj. fufukɛna, see: fufukɛ. 
Boko  n. Boo. 
Boko tribe  n. Zɔgbɛ.̃ 
bold person  n. sɔg̃bãade. 
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boldly  adv. laakaifɛtɛsai. 
bond-slave  n. zɔbenna, see: zɔbe ...nɛ. 
bone  n. wá1. 
boneless meat  n. báasi. 
book  n. takada. 
Borgu  n. Baugu. 
borrow  vt. aukɛ; 
 vt. sĩkã ...wa, see: sĩkã ...nɛ. 
bother  vi. ũ ...wa; 
 vi. zɛ ...di, see: zɛ. 
bottle  n. loo. 
bottom of leg  adv. gbá zĩtɛ, see: gbá. 
bound  padj. yina, see: yi. 
bound (be)  vi. yi. 
bound (many)  padj. yiyina, see: yi. 
boundary  n. kɔɔlɛ; 
 n. lɛ1́; 
 n. taalɛ1. 
boundary stone  n. taalɛ1. 
bow  n. sá; 
 vi. kutɛ2. 
bow down to  vi. kutɛ ...nɛ, see: kutɛ2. 
bow head  vi. ɛɛkutɛ; 
 vi. mipɛtɛ. 
bow (of boat)  n. go'ɛɛ. 
bowed down  padj. kutɛna, see: kutɛ2. 
bowel  n. bakasa; 
 n. nɔna (1). 
bowl  n. pɛña. 
bowl full  cn. pɛñ, see: pɛña. 
box  n. kondo. 
boy  n. nɔgɔña. 
boyfriend  n. gɔ ̃pusɛ (2), see: gɔ1̃. 
bracelet  n. zã1̀; 
 n. zã ɔpɔ, see: zã1̀. 
brackish  aadj. kasade, see: kasa1; 
 adj. kasakasa, see: kasa1. 
braid  vt. tã. 
braided  aadj. tãna, see: tã. 
braiding  n. mitãna, see: mitã. 

brain  n. bɔḱɔ; 
 n. mibɔkɔ. 
bran  n. busuka (2). 
branch  n. gãnna; 
 n. ligãnna; 
 vi. gãnnakɛ. 
brand  n. lamba; 
 vi. tɛkɛ ̃...wa. 
brass  n. mɔtɛã gbãa, see: mɔ.̀ 
brave (be)  vi. sɔd̃i. 
brave man  n. nɛgɔña. 
bravery  n. nɛgɔñkɛ(na), see: nɛgɔña. 
breach  vt. fɔ2̃. 
bread  n. bulodi. 
break  vi. ɛ; 
 vt. ɛ. 
break agreement  vt. yã gboo, see: yã. 
break down  vt. gboo. 
break (many)  vt. ɛ'ɛ, see: ɛ. 
break off  vi. kaso2; 
 vt. kaso2. 
break power of  vt. kɔ ... ɛ ...nɛ, see: kɔ2. 
break taboo  vt. tɛ ̃ɛ, see: tɛ.̃ 
break up  vi. wi3; 
 vt. wi3; 
 vt. wiwi, see: wi3. 
break up food (cooked rice)  vt. tuka (1). 
breaker  n. í kokona, see: í1. 
breast  n. yɔ1̃ (1). 
breast milk  n. yɔ'̃i. 
breastfeed  vi. yɔk̃pa ...wa. 
breastfeed (from)  vi. yɔm̃i (...wa). 
breastfeeding  n. yɔm̃ina, see: yɔm̃i (...wa). 
breath  n. ɛñi; 
 n. lɛ'ɛñi. 
breath of life  n. undi ɛñi, see: unde. 
breathe  vi. we1. 
breathing  n. wena, see: we1. 
brew  vt. ba3. 
bribe  n. duun'ɔgɔ; 
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 n. gbagusɛɛ. 
bribe-taker  n. duun'ɔgɔsinna, see: duun'ɔgɔ; 
 n. gbagusɛɛsinna. 
bribe-taking  n. ɔsutana, see: ɔsuta. 
brick  n. kũkũna. 
brick-making  n. kũkũnabona. 
bride  n. nɔkɔn dufu, see: nɔkɔna; 
 n. zakɛnna, see: zãkɛ. 
bridegroom  n. ango; 
 n. nɔsɛnna, see: nɔsɛ. 
brideprice  n. ãnzuekɛbɔ; 
 n. ãnzue'ɔgɔ. 
bridge  n. gbã2. 
bridge of nose  n. nitukɔlɔwa. 
bright  aadj. tɛkɛna, see: tɛkɛ2. 
bright (be)  vi. tɛkɛ2. 
bright red  ideo. zoizoi. 
bright white  adj. pua taitai, see: pua; 
 ideo. taitai2. 
brightness  n. fua1. 
bring down  vt. bua ...wa; 
 vt. pita. 
bring out (anger)  vt. bobo, see: bo2. 
bring (to)  vi. mɔ ...do (...nɛ), see: mɔ3. 
bring together  vt. dakɛ. 
bring up  vt. fookɛ. 
bristle  vi. sisinata. 
brittle  padj. kasokasona, see: kaso2. 
broken  adj. ɛna, see: ɛ. 
broken calabash  n. pɛñkaso. 
broken in pieces  adv. dɛgɛdɛgɛ. 
broken piece  n. kasona, see: kaso2; 
 n. mikona. 
broken relationship (have)  vi. ĩi ... gɛ ̃... 

zãngua, see: ĩi. 
broken up  adj. wokũwokũ. 
broken up (granules)  aadj. tukana, see: 

tuka. 
bronze  n. mɔtɛã gbãa, see: mɔ.̀ 
bronze mannikin  n. dogaga. 

bronze-winged courser  n. tɛɛ̃tɛɛ̃na. 
broom  n. mɛsɛ. 
broth  n. dò. 
brother-in-law  n. dakũn zã,́ see: dakũna; 
 n. vĩna zã, see: vĩna. 
brown  adj. tɛã; 
 ptcl. -tɛ.̃ 
Bruce's green pigeon  n. tuutɛ.̃ 
bruise  vi. audi. 
brutal person  n. ãyãpãsĩde. 
bubal antelope  n. gbɔɔ. 
bubble  n. isisina. 
bucket  n. zu'obɔ, see: zu'o. 
bud  n. kɔ2 (1); 
 vi. kɔbo. 
buffalo  n. zusãtɛ. 
build  n. zɛna, see: zɛ; 
 vt. dɔ1. 
build bridge  vt. gba da, see: gbã2. 
build fence/pen  vt. kaa ka, see: kaa1. 
build granary  vt. dɔ̃ ̀bo, see: dɔ̃.̀ 
build house  vi. kpɛ dɔ, see: kpɛ1́; 
 vt. kpɛ ́bo, see: kpɛ1́. 
build hut  vt. kuta dɔ, see: kuta. 
build mound  vt. zɛ ̀dɔ,̀ see: zɛ.̀ 
build shelter  vt. lakuta dɔ, see: lakuta. 
build (wall)  vt. bo1. 
build wall  vt. gĩ bo, see: gĩ. 
builder  n. kpɛdɔnna. 
building  n. kpɛ1́. 
building block  n. tɛñ kũkũna, see: -tɛ.̃ 
building material  n. dɔbɔ, see: dɔ1. 
building site  adv. bokĩa, see: bo1. 
bulb  n. gbe. 
bull  n. zusa, see: zù. 
bullet  n. tɛgbɛ. 
bullet-wood tree  n. luũku. 
bullock  n. zù. 
bump  n. gbee. 
bump into  vi. kpa ...la, see: kpa1. 
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bunch (fruit)  n. yɔ1̃ (2). 
bunch of coconuts/oil palm fruit  n. 

kpakpa yɔ,̃ see: kpakpa2. 
bundle  n. bakaa. 
bundle of money  n. ɔgɔ baka, see: ɔgɔ. 
burden  n. aso. 
burdensome  aadj. asode, see: aso. 
burial  n. vĩna, see: vĩ2. 
burial place  n/adv. gɛvĩkĩi, see: gɛvĩ. 
burn  n. tɛbo; 
 vi. tɛkũ. 
burn incense  vt. tulaleti ka tɛũ, see: 

tulaleti. 
burning  n. tɛkũna, see: tɛkũ. 
burnt  adj. tɛkũna, see: tɛkũ. 
burnt stubble  n. tɛkɔ. 
burp  vi. igo (2). 
burst  vi. pũtã; 
 vt. pũtã. 
bury  vt. vĩ2; 
 vt. vĩtɛ. 
Busa  n. Busa. 
Busa town  n. Io. 
Busa village  n. Kai; 
 n. Kãmasɔɛ̃; 
 n. Kɛñgaabɛ; 
 n. Sãmbɛ; 
 n. Wagawaga. 
Busa village, Bani  n. Baana. 

bush  adv. gũnkpɛ; 
 n. lá2. 
bush animal/meat  n. lakpɛ nɔbɔ, see: 

lakpɛ. 
bush duiker  n. bansi, see: banna. 
bush fig  n. sɛñgonɛ. 
bush shoot  n. labɔtɔ. 
bush spirit  n. tãa (1). 
bush turkey  n. tokũ. 
bush with bitter root  n. gɔɛ̃. 
bushland  n. lakpɛ. 
bushman  n. lakpɛ gbɛ,̃ see: lakpɛ. 
bushy tree species  n. gasoe. 
but  cnj. akũsɔ;̃ 
 cnj. esɔ.̃ 
butcher  n. laga (1). 
butterfly  n. fefe. 
buttocks  n. gbɛ̃.̀ 
buy and sell with borrowed money  vt. 

ɔlitɛ kɛ, see: ɔlitɛ. 
buy (for)  vt. lu (...nɛ). 
buy from  vt. lu ...wa, see: lu (...nɛ). 
buy many  vt. lulu, see: lu (...nɛ). 
buyer  n. pɔlunna. 
buying and selling with borrowed money 

 n. ɔlitɛ. 
by birth  aadj. ina, see: i3. 
by fives  num. sɔosɔo, see: sɔo. 
by means of  post. sabadi. 

C  -  c 
 
cackle  vi. ɔɔdɔ. 
cake  n. kaa2. 
calabash  n. pɛña. 
calabash for bathing  n. zubana. 
calabash used for winnowing  n. gbakana. 
calamitous/catatrophic (be)  vt. asoo kɛ, see: 

asoo. 
calamity  n. asoo; 

 n. kisia (2); 
 n. muse. 
calf  n. gbasabona; 
 n. zunɛ bɔt̀ɔ, see: zù. 
calf muscle  n. gbasabombaasi. 
call  n. sisina, see: sisi2; 
 vt. sisi2 (1). 
call on  vt. sisi2 (2). 
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call someone's name  vt. tɔ si, see: tɔ1. 
call to  vi. lɛzu ...di. 
calm  aadj. kidikidina, see: kidikidi; 
 adv. tɛɛ; 
 padj. kidikidi; 
 padj. tɛɛnɛ; 
 vt. tɛtɛlɛkɛ; 
 vt. wee ...wa, see: wee. 
calm down  vi. busa. 
calm feelings  vt. gbɛ ̀di ... sɔ̃ẁa, see: gbɛ.̀ 
camel  n. yango. 
camel's foot  n. baata si; 
 n. baata tɛã, see: baata si. 
camp  n. bùa2. 
campsite  n. buakatɛkĩi. 
can  n. konkona. 
cane  n. gò. 
cane-holder  n. gokũnna. 
canoe  n. go'itɛpɔ. 
canoe maker  n. gobonna. 
cap  n. fua2. 
Cape hare  n. swazɔk̃ɔña. 
capital  n. ɔgɔda, see: ɔgɔ. 
capriciousness  n. dufudufukɛ, see: dufu. 
capsicum  n. yɔk̃ɔñ gbɛt̃ɛg̃bɛt̃ɛ,̃ see: yɔk̃ɔña. 
capsize  vi. lɛkutɛkɛ. 
car  n. mɔta. 
caracal  n. sɔñɛ. 
carbohydrate mash  n. u. 
care  n. laakai. 
care for  vi. laakaidɔ ...wa. 
careful near (be)  vi. laakaika ...di. 
careful person  n. laakaide, see: laakai. 
careless  aadj. laakaisaide, see: laakai. 
careless person  n. laakaisaide, see: laakai. 
careless talk  n. lɛfɔtɔ. 
careless talker  n. lɛfɔtɔde, see: lɛfɔtɔ. 
careless with another's property vt. kaatɛ 

...nɛ, see: kaatɛ. 
caress  n. bɔñɔbena, see: bɔñɔbe; 

 vi. bɔñɔbe; 
 vi. bɔñɔbekɛ. 
carpet viper  n. fidikona. 
carrier  n. sɛtɛnna, see: sɛtɛ. 
carry  vt. sɛ (1). 
carry on head  vt. sɛ miwa, see: sɛ. 
carrying  padj. sɛna, see: sɛ. 
carrying pole  n. sɛli. 
carton  n. kondo. 
carve  vt. á3; 
 vt. zɔɛ̃. 
carved  padj. zɔɛ̃na, see: zɔɛ̃. 
case  n. yãzɛ. 
cashew  n. anasa kù, see: anasa. 
cassava  n. gbɛ'a. 
cast a glance  vi. wɛnkpɛtɛ. 
cast glance at  vi. wɛka ...wa, see: wɛka ...nɛ. 
cast net  vi. bafã; 
 vt. bazu. 
cast (net)  vt. fã (...wa). 
caster of net  n. bazunna, see: bazu. 
castor plant  n. sɔñɔkpela. 
castrate  vt. sɔtɔbo. 
castrated  aadj. sɔtɔbona, see: sɔtɔbo. 
cat  n. musuna. 
catarrh  n. ki ̃à. 
catastrophe  n. asoo. 
catch  vt. kũ2. 
catch (many)  vt. kũkũ, see: kũ2. 
caterpillar  n. likɔkɔ. 
catfish  n. yɔg̃ɔña. 
cattle egret  n. bãpu, see: bã. 
cattle pen  n. zukosu. 
cause  vi. to. 
cause an uproar  vi. zɔkadɔ. 
cause embarassment to  vt. kpɛbo ka ...di, 

see: kpɛbo. 
cause to be lost/perish  vt. kaatɛ ...nɛ, see: 

kaatɛ. 
cause to go astray  vt. sãtɛ. 
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cause to rebound on  vt. suka ...wa, see: 
suka. 

cause trouble  vi. gudɛ. 
caution  vi. lɛza ...wa (2). 
cave  n. gbãngo; 
 n. gbɛwɛ. 
cavity  n. gbãngo. 
cease  vt. to. 
cease living  vi. kɛ sai, see: kɛ. 
celebrate  vi. bukikɛ. 
celebrate holiday  vi. dikpɛkɛ. 
celebration  n. dikpɛ; 
 n. pɔnnakɛna, see: pɔnnakɛ 

(...do). 
celebrator  n. pɔnnakɛnna, see: pɔnnakɛ 

(...do). 
cement  n. siminti. 
cemetery  n/adv. gbɛṽĩkĩi; 
 n/adv. gɛvĩkĩi, see: gɛvĩ; 
 n/adv. miakpɛ. 
censer  n. takasona. 
census  n. naona, see: nao. 
census time  n/adv. naonagɔɔ, see: nao. 
centipede  n. ãngaa. 
centre (town)  n. wɛda, see: wɛ.̀ 
certain  aadj. kenɔ, see: ke. 
chaff  n. uka (1). 
chain  n. mɔ ̀bà, see: mɔ;̀ 
 n. salika. 
chair  n. guu. 
challenge  vi. kuabii ...wa. 
chameleon  n. ikpãngu. 
change  n. lina, see: li1; 
 n. litɛna, see: litɛ; 
 vi. li1; 
 vt. litɛ. 
change mind  vi. nɛsɛlitɛ; 
 vi. sɔl̃itɛ. 
change money  vt. ɔgɔ litɛ, see: ɔgɔ. 
change word  vi. lɛlitɛ. 

chapter  cn. lɛɛ. 
character  n. ɔlɛ; 
 n. wãsã. 
character (especially bad)  n. daa2. 
charcoal  n. sisi1. 
charge in name of  vi. na ...nɛ ...di, see: na2. 
chariot  n. sɔg̃o; 
 n. zugo. 
charioteer  n. sɔg̃ode, see: sɔg̃o. 
charm  n. dãkpabɔ, see: dãkpa; 
 n. gĩnadãkpabɔ; 
 n. minnakɛbɔ, see: minnakɛ; 
 vi. pɔda ...wa. 
chase  vt. ya2. 
chase away  vt. kpookɛ. 
chaser of fantasies  n. yãpãwɛtɛnna. 
chasm  n. gbɛsɔkɔ. 
chat  vi. faaibo. 
chatter  n. yãbutɛ; 
 n. yãbutɛna, see: yãbutɛ. 
chatterer  n. yãbutɛnna, see: yãbutɛ. 
chatting  n. faai (1). 
chatting place  adv. faaibikĩa, see: faaibo; 
 n. faaibokĩi, see: faaibo; 
 n. gbà. 
cheap  adj. fàa. 
cheat  n. gbɛb̃enna; 
 n. kɔñide, see: kɔñi; 
 vt. be1. 
cheat someone  vt. gbɛ ̃be, see: gbɛ1̃. 
check up on  vi. wɛnkpɛtɛ ...di, see: 

wɛnkpɛtɛ. 
cheek  n. gbako. 
cheese  n. waagazi. 
chest  n. akpati; 
 n. kua. 
chew  vt. so. 
chew chewing stick  vt. aa so, see: aa. 
chew (many)  vt. soso, see: so. 
chewing stick  n. aa. 
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chick  n. konɛ, see: ko. 
chicken  n. ko. 
chicken egg  n. kogbe. 
chickenpox  n. busuka (1). 
chief  n. kia1. 
chief of village  n. bĩide, see: bĩi2. 
chief-priest  n. sa'onkia. 
chief's cap  n. kiafua. 
child  n. nɛ ́(1); 
 n. nɛfɛña. 
child-bearer  n. nɛ'inna, see: nɛ'i. 
childbirth  n. nɛ'i(na), see: nɛ'i. 
childhood (state)  n. nɛfɛñkɛ, see: nɛfɛña. 
childhood (time)  n. nɛfɛñkɛgɔɔ, see: nɛfɛña. 
childless  adv. nɛ'isai, see: nɛ'i; 
 padj. nɛsai, see: nɛ.́ 
childlessness  n. nɛ'isaikɛ, see: nɛ'i. 
child-raising  n. nɛgwana. 
children's game in sand  n. baabaa. 
chilli pepper  n. yɔk̃ɔña. 
chin  n. lɛgo1; 
 n. lɛkãtã; 
 n. lɛtã1. 
chisel  n. gã; 
 vt. gã dɔ ...wa, see: gã. 
choice honeycomb  n. zɔsa pua, see: zɔsa. 
choke  vt. koto kũ, see: koto1. 
cholera  n. gbɔ ̃kũ pisido, see: gbɔ.̃ 
choose  vt. pɛ1; 
 vt. sɛ (1). 
choose (many)  vt. pɛpɛ, see: pɛ1. 
chop  vt. zɔ.̃ 
chop up  vt. zɔz̃ɔ,̃ see: zɔ.̃ 
chop up (wood)  vt. paapaa, see: paa. 
chopper  n. zɔz̃ɔñna, see: zɔ.̃ 
chose (many)  vt. sɛsɛ, see: sɛ. 
Christ  sn. Kilisi. 
Christian life/belief  n. Yesudekɛ, see: Yesu. 
Christianity  n. Yesudekɛ, see: Yesu. 
Christians  n. Yesudenɔ, see: Yesu. 

church  n. wobikɛkpɛ. 
circumcise  vi. tɔz̃ɔ ̃...nɛ, see: tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
circumcised (be)  vi. tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
circumciser  n. tɔz̃ɔñna, see: tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
circumcision  n. tɔz̃ɔña, see: tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
circumcision matter  n. tɔz̃ɔỹã, see: tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
city  n. bĩida, see: bĩi2; 
 n. wɛt̃ɛ; 
 n. wɛt̃ɛ zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: wɛt̃ɛ. 
clam  n. gɛgɛ. 
clamour  n. zɔka. 
clap  vi. ɔkpaalɛ. 
clap (thunder)  n. pũtãna, see: pũtã. 
clause emphasis marker  ptcl. -ɛ (1). 
clause final interrogatve particle  ptcl. -ni. 
claw  n. ɔkɔkɔ. 
clay  n. gĩ. 
clay for building  n. tɛña, see: -tɛ.̃ 
clay house  n. tɛñ kpɛ, see: -tɛ.̃ 
clay pot  n. bɛlla. 
clay work  n. gĩbozĩ. 
clean  adj. gbãsĩsai, see: gbãsĩ; 
 adv. pu; 
 adv. wasawasa; 
 padj. pipina, see: pi2. 
clean (be)  vi. pu. 
clean (plate)  vt. suta. 
cleanness  n. gbãsĩsai, see: gbãsĩ. 
cleanse  vi. gbãsĩbo ...nɛ. 
clear  padj. zɛña, see: zɛ2̃; 
 vi. wee. 
clear land  vt. bugbɛ kɛkɛ, see: bugbɛ. 
clear throat  vi. kotokɛkɛ. 
clear vegetation by burning  vi. tɛkpa. 
clearly  adv. baawa (2), see: baa2; 
 adv. sãśã2. 
cleverness  n. ɔñɔ. 
climb on  vi. dɛdɛ ...wa. 
clitorectomy  n. zɛz̃ɔña, see: zɛz̃ɔ ̃...nɛ. 
clitoris  n. zɛ̃ ̀wɛ,́ see: zɛ1̃. 
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clod  n. tɛk̃ũ. 
close  aadj. kãi; 
 vt. ta1. 
close door  vi. kpɛlɛ ta, see: kpɛlɛ. 
close (many)  vt. tata, see: ta1. 
close (mouth)  vt. kpakĩ. 
close one  aadj. kãina, see: kãi. 
close to each other (be)  vi. na kɔw̃a, see: 

na2. 
close up  vt. ta ...lɛ, see: ta1. 
close up on  vi. ta ...lɛ, see: ta1. 
closed  padj. tatana, see: ta1. 
closed up  padj. tatana, see: ta1. 
cloth  n. baza. 
clothe  vt. kuku ...nɛ, see: kuku2. 
clothing  n. pɔkasa. 
cloud  n. giligize. 
clown  n. yɔg̃ɔd̃e, see: yɔg̃ɔ;̃ 
 n. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛnna, see: yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ; 
 vi. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ. 
clowning  n. yɔg̃ɔ.̃ 
coagulate  vi. i3 (1). 
coaltar  n. kɔtaa. 
coastal people  n. tekulɛdenɔ, see: tekulɛ. 
coastland  n. teku sɛɛ bùsu, see: teku. 
coastland people  n. teku lɛ gbɛñɔ, see: 

tekulɛ. 
cobra  n. ki ̃á. 
cock  n. kosa, see: ko. 
cockroach  n. sɛdɛkɛɛ. 
coconut  n. anasa kpawa, see: anasa; 
 n. kpakpa tangala, see: kpakpa2. 
coconut palm  n. kpakpa2 (2). 
coconut palm frond  n. kpakpa lá, see: 

kpakpa2. 
coffee  n. kafe. 
coffin  n. akpati. 
coil  n. lokotoko. 
coin  n. ɔgɔwɛtɛ.̃ 
cola nut  n. gɔɔ2. 

cold  adj. ɛñi; 
 adj. nidɛ1 (1); 
 n. gu nidɛ, see: gu; 
 n. sikona1. 
cold (be)  vi. ɛñikɛ. 
collapse  vi. kwɛ. 
colleague  n. gbɛd̃o. 
collect honey  vt. zɔ ́bo, see: zɔ.́ 
collect money/tax from  vt. ɔgɔ si ...wa, 

see: ɔgɔ. 
collect shea fruit (for nuts)  vi. kwɛɛsɛ. 
collector  n. sinna, see: si2. 
colour  n. í1 (2). 
colt  n. sɔñɛ sà, see: sɔ̃.́ 
comb  n. mikɛkɛbɔ, see: mikɛkɛ. 
comb (cock)  n. suda. 
come  vi. mɔ3 (1). 
come across (by chance)  — bo ...wa, see: 

bo2. 
come across each other  vi. bo kɔw̃a, see: 

bo2. 
come again  vi. suka mɔ, see: suka. 
come close  vi. kãikũ. 
come out  vi. butɛ. 
come to  vi. mɔ ...wa (2), see: mɔ3. 
come to agreement  vi. lɛdokũkɛ. 
come to an end  vi. lɛdɛ. 
come to completion  vi. midɛ (1). 
come to rest  vi. pita. 
come to stay with  vi. pita ...wa, see: pita. 
come/escape from  vi. bo2 (1). 
comfort  n. inna; 
 n. innama(na), see: innama. 
comfortable  adv. nidɛnidɛ, see: nidɛ1. 
comfortable (be)  vi. innama. 
comforted  padj. ninina, see: nini. 
comforted (be)  vi. nɛsɛnini. 
comforting  adj. nidɛ1 (2). 
coming  adv. mɔgɔɔ(zĩ), see: mɔ3; 
 n. mɔgɔɔ, see: mɔ3; 
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 n. mɔna, see: mɔ3. 
command  n. ikoyã; 
 n. yãdina, see: yãdi1; 
 vi. yãdi ...nɛ, see: yãdi1; 
 vi. yã'o (...nɛ); 
 vt. di2 (1). 
commence  vi. datɛ. 
commencement  n/adv. datɛgɔɔ, see: datɛ. 
commend  vt. maa bo, see: maa1. 
commendation  n. saabu. 
commission  n. zĩna, see: zĩ (...wa). 
commissioned (soldier)  aadj. bade, see: 

bà1. 
commit adultery  vi. zĩnakɛ. 
commit crime  vi. daakɛ. 
commit fault  vi. taalikɛ (...nɛ). 
commitment  n. í1 (4). 
common genet  n. kɔñɔkũna. 
common sense  n. faa; 
 n. laakai; 
 n. yã faade, see: yã. 
commoner  n. taaka. 
commotion  n. zɔkakana, see: zɔkaka. 
companion  n. gbɛd̃o. 
companions  n. kɔg̃bɛñɔ. 
compare  vi. yãlɛ ...nɛ kɔw̃a; 
 vt. lɛkã ...do. 
compare for  vt. lɛ ́kɔw̃a ...nɛ, see: lɛ2́. 
compare with  vi. mukã ...do. 
comparison  n. lɛkãna, see: lɛkã ...do; 
 n. yãlɛkãna. 
compassion  n. wɛwɛñdagwana, see: 

wɛwɛñdagwa. 
compassionate person  n. wɛgwanna, see: 

wɛgwa; 
 n. wɛwɛñdadɔñna, see: 

wɛwɛñdadɔ ̃...nɛ. 
complacency  n. laasoosai(yã), see: laasoo. 
complain  vi. zɔkaka. 

complain about  vi. zɔkaka ...di, see: 
zɔkaka. 

complain to  vt. yãkete kɛ ...nɛ, see: yãkete. 
complaint  n. kaala. 
Complementizer  cnj. pɔ2 (3). 
complete  padj. papana, see: pa1; 
 padj. pɛkɛna, see: pɛkɛ ...wa; 
 vt. lɛdɛ. 
complete (be)  vi. pɛkɛ ...wa. 
completely  adv. bugubugu; 
 adv. kpɛkpɛ; 
 adv. miɔmiɔ. 
completely covered  adv. bauu; 
 ideo. bulubulu. 
completion  n. lɛdɛkĩi, see: lɛdɛ; 
 n. pɛkɛna, see: pɛkɛ ...wa. 
compose song  vi. leda. 
compound  n/adv. ɔũ1. 
conceal  vt. yi ...wa, see: yi. 
concealed  aadj. sɔtɔna, see: sɔtɔ ...ũ. 
concealed place  n. gukpado. 
conceit  n. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛna, see: yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ. 
conceive  vi. nɔsi. 
concentrate on  vi. wɛbobo ... wa. 
concern  n. í1 (4). 
concerning  post. musu; 
 post. yã musu, see: yã. 
concubine  n. nɔ pɔ ́ì mɛsɛ dinɛo, see: nɔ. 
condemn  vi. yãda ...la, see: yãda ...nɛ; 
 vi. yãdi ...wa, see: yãdi1; 
 vi. yãkutɛ ...la; 
 vi. yãzĩtɛ ...wa; 
 vi. zĩtɛ ...wa, see: zĩtɛ1; 
 vt. yia (...wa). 
condemn to death  vt. ga di ...nɛ, see: ga1. 
condemnation  n. yãzĩtɛna, see: yãzĩtɛ 

...wa. 
Conditional marker  ptcl. dà. 
condolence  n. gɛfɔɔna. 
confident  padj. kpatɛna, see: kpatɛ. 
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confident (be)  vi. laakai ... wutɛ, see: 
laakai; 

 vi. laakaikpatɛ. 
confirm  vt. mɔ ...nɛ; 
 vt. yã'i lafa. 
confirm oath by beating ground  vt. zĩtɛ 

lɛlɛ ...nɛ, see: zĩtɛ2. 
confirm to  vt. sĩana bo ...nɛ baawa, see: 

sĩana. 
confirmation of oath  n. zĩtɛ lɛlɛna, see: 

zĩtɛ2. 
conform  vi. kpakĩ. 
confused (be)  vt. bidikɛ. 
confusion  n. bidi; 
 n. kakɔũ, see: ka. 
congealed blood (eaten as food)  n. 

aukpaa. 
congratulations!  intj. balika. 
congregation  n. wobikɛkpɛdenɔ, see: 

wobikɛkpɛ. 
connected  padj. pɛna, see: pɛ3. 
conquer  vi. zĩbe (...wa). 
conscience  n. laasoona. 
consider  vt. ka (2); 
 vt. yãka. 
consider oneself great  n. gĩna di gbia, see: 

gĩna. 
consideration  n. yãkana, see: yãka. 
conspiracy  n. lɛdokũkɛna, see: lɛdokũkɛ. 
conspirator  n. lɛdokũkɛnna, see: lɛdokũkɛ. 
conspire against  vi. lɛdokũkɛ ...di, see: 

lɛdokũkɛ. 
construct  vt. katɛ. 
consume (many)  vt. mɔmɔ, see: mɔ2. 
consumer  n. benna, see: be1. 
CONT marker  ptcl. kũ1. 
CONT pronoun suffix  ptcl. -kũ, see: kũ1. 
contaminate  vi. li ...di, see: li1. 
contamination  n. gbãsĩ (1). 
content  adj. weena, see: wee. 

contentious  aadj. fetede, see: fete. 
continually  adv. zɛsai, see: zɛ. 
continue  vi. gɛt̃ɛ; 
 vi. gi. 
continuously  adv. sũu. 
contradict  vi. bo ... kpɛ, see: bo2. 
contribution  n. dadakɔñɛ. 
control  vt. zuukɛ. 
control oneself  vt. gĩna kũ(kũ)na, see: 

gĩna. 
control tongue  vt. lɛ ́fɔ,̃ see: lɛ1́. 
convict of  vt. le ...wa, see: le2. 
convince  vt. wɛ2̃. 
cook  n. pɔkukunna; 
 vt. kuku1. 
cook by boiling  vt. fufukɛ. 
cook soup  vt. dò kuku, see: dò. 
cooked  aadj. kukuna, see: kuku1; 
 adj. disana, see: disa; 
 vi. ma2 (2). 
cool  vi. nidɛkũ; 
 vi. nini; 
 vt. nini. 
cool sunshine  n. isã nɛgɛnɛgɛ, see: isã. 
copper  n. mɔtɛã, see: mɔ.̀ 
copy  n. bii; 
 vt. yã sɛ ...wa, see: yã. 
coral tree  n. mɔmɔtɛñda, see: mɔmɔtɛña. 
cord  n. bà1. 
corn  n. kologoi; 
 n. maise. 
corn cob  n. sà2. 
corncob  n. maise sà, see: maise. 
corner  n. goda. 
corner of cloth or sheet  n. lɛbɛna. 
corpse  n. gɛ.̀ 
correct  adj. zɛde, see: zɛ.́ 
correct (be)  vt. zɛ ́vĩ, see: zɛ.́ 
correction  n. lɛdamma. 
corrupt  aadj. vãna, see: vã; 
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 adj. dɔɔsai, see: dɔɔ; 
 vt. yɔk̃pa1. 
corrupt money  n. ɔgɔ vãi, see: ɔgɔ. 
corrupt person  n. gbagusɛɛsinna; 
 n. yãdɔɔsaide, see: yãdɔɔsai; 
 n. yãkpɛdangakɛnna. 
corruption  n. gbagusɛɛ; 
 n. yãdɔɔsai; 
 n. yãdɔɔsaikɛna. 
corrupt/perverted matter  n. yãkpɛdanga. 
corrupt/wicked (be)  vt. yãkpɛdanga kɛ, 

see: yãkpɛdanga. 
cotton  n. bu'u. 
cotton cloth  n. bu'ubaza. 
cottonwool  n. bu'u. 
cough  n. tɔkɔna; 
 vi. tɔkɔna'o. 
counsel  n. lɛdamma; 
 vi. lɛda ...wa, see: lɛda ...nɛ; 
 vi. yãda ...wa, see: yãda ...nɛ. 
counsellor  n. lɛdammade, see: lɛdamma. 
count  vt. nao. 
count as righteous  vt. to yã bo ...do yãazo, 

see: to. 
counting unit  cn. mɛn. 
country  n. bùsu. 
coup-coup  n. ada. 
courage  n. nɛgɔñkɛ(na), see: nɛgɔña; 
 n. wɔgɔ1. 
course of river  n. swa dɔɔ, see: swa. 
court  n. yãkɛkɛkĩi, see: yãkɛkɛ ...do. 
court-house  n. yãkɛkɛkpɛ. 
courtier (be)  vi. ibaa be, see: ibaa. 
courtier (of king, emir)  n. ibaa. 
courtyard  n. bɛ1. 
covenant  n. í1 (4). 
covenant/concern with (have)  vt. í ku 

...do, see: í1. 
cover  vi. da ...la, see: da2; 
 vt. kuku (...la/wa), see: kuku2; 

 vt. kutɛ ...la, see: kutɛ2; 
 vt. nɛ ́ta, see: nɛ.́ 
cover over  vt. lá kutɛ ...la, see: lá2. 
cover up  vt. tata, see: ta1. 
cover with cloth  vt. baza kuku ...nɛ, see: 

baza. 
cover with hand  vi. ɔku(tɛ) ...la. 
covet  vi. lukpa ...di, see: lukpa; 
 vt. bĩikɛ. 
covetous (be)  vt. wɛsɛ kɛ, see: wɛsɛ. 
covetous person  n. yimpɔdide. 
covetousness  n. wɛsɛkɛna. 
cow  n. zuda, see: zù. 
cow manure  n. zugbɔ.̃ 
cow path  n. zunɔ zɛ,́ see: zù. 
cow tether  n. zukũba. 
coward  n. vĩade, see: vĩa. 
cowardly (be)  vt. vĩa vĩ, see: vĩa. 
cowherd  n. zudãnna. 
cowrie shell  n. ɔgɔwɛmpua. 
crab  n. ká. 
craft  n. ɔzĩ2. 
craftsman  n. ɔzĩkɛnna, see: ɔzĩkɛna. 
crawl  vi. kosogaatɛ; 
 vi. kuagaatɛ. 
crawl (child)  vi. ta'o kũ ɔdo, see: ta'o. 
crease  n. fĩngolokpana, see: fĩngolokpa; 
 vi. fĩngolokpa. 
create  vt. kɛ. 
creation  n. kɛna, see: kɛ; 
 n. pɔkɛna. 
creator  n. kɛnna, see: kɛ. 
creature  n. pɔkɛna. 
creep  vi. pɔnɛsɛgaatɛ. 
crest  n. suda. 
crevice  n. gbɛzãngua; 
 n. gusɔkɔ. 
crime  n. daakɛna, see: daakɛ. 
criminal  n. daade, see: daa2. 
cringe (before)  vt. vĩaka gbu (...nɛ). 
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cripple  n. ɛɛ́; 
 vt. kɔɔ̃kũ. 
crippled  adj. kaakũna, see: kaakũ. 
critic  n. vãibonna, see: vãibo. 
critical person  n. taalilenna, see: 

taalilena. 
critical situation  n. luambo. 
criticise  vt. vãibo. 
criticism  n. taalilena. 
crocodile  n. kũa. 
crooked  adj. kokona, see: koko. 
crop (of bird)  n. bɔkɔ2 (1). 
cross  n. lipãnakɔl̃a. 
cross over  vi. bua ...wa; 
 vi. pã ...la. 
cross over each other  vt. pã kɔl̃a, see: pã 

...la. 
crouch before  vi. natɛ ...nɛ, see: natɛ. 
crouched  padj. kutɛna, see: kutɛ2; 
 padj. natɛna, see: natɛ. 
crow  n. kɔnga; 
 vi. ɔɔdɔ. 
crowd  n. pai; 
 vi. nana ...di, see: na2. 
crown  n. kiafua. 
crush  vt. lɔ; 
 vt. ti bo, see: ti. 
crush grain in mortar  vt. sobo. 
crushed  ideo. dúgudugu. 
crust  n. tɛkɛ1. 
crutch  n. zɛbɔ, see: zɛ. 
cry  n. ɔ ́(1); 
 n. wiki; 
 n. wikipɛna, see: wikipɛ (...wa); 
 vi. ɔɔdɔ; 
 vi. wɛ'ibo. 
cry for  vt. ɔɔdɔ. 
cry for joy  vt. pɔnna ɔɔdɔ, see: pɔnna. 

cry out  vi. wikipɛ (...wa). 
crying  n. ɔɔdɔ; 
 n. ɔɔdɔna, see: ɔɔdɔ. 
cubit  n. gãgãsukɛna; 
 n. ɔlɛna. 
cuddle  vi. bɔñɔbe; 
 vi. bɔñɔbekɛ. 
cuddling  n. bɔñɔbena, see: bɔñɔbe. 
cultivate  vt. sɛ ̃wa, see: sɛ.̃ 
cultivated field  n. bu. 
cultivater  n. sɛw̃anna. 
cup  n. imibɔ, see: imi; 
 n. kɛkonna; 
 n. kɔnna. 
curdle  vi. kũkpãkũ. 
curdled  adj. kũkpã. 
curdled milk  n. vĩ kũkpã, see: vĩ4. 
cured (be)  vi. aafiale. 
current  adj. tia. 
curse  n. laali; 
 vi. laalikɛ ...nɛ; 
 vi. lɛkɛ ...nɛ; 
 vt. laalibo. 
curse (by human)  vt. sa vãi o ...nɛ, see: sa. 
cursed thing  n. laalipɔ, see: laali. 
curtain  n. labule. 
custom  n. wakɛwatokɔñɛ. 
cut  vt. li2; 
 vt. zɔ;̃ 
 vt. zɔɛ̃. 
cut grass  vt. sɛ ̃kɛ,̃ see: sɛ.̃ 
cut open  vt. paa. 
cut throat  vt. koto zɔɛ̃, see: koto1. 
cut up  vt. líli, see: li2; 
 vt. zɔz̃ɔ,̃ see: zɔ.̃ 
cut up/in pieces  vt. zɔɛ̃zɔɛ̃, see: zɔɛ̃. 
cyclist  n. mɔsɔd̃e, see: mɔsɔ.̃ 
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D  -  d 

 
damp  adj. nidɛ1 (1). 
damp (be)  vt. musɛ vĩ, see: musɛ. 
dampen  vt. nini. 
dampness  n. musɛ. 
dance  n. ũwãna, see: ũwã; 
 vi. ũwã. 
dancer  n. ũwãnna, see: ũwã. 
dancing  n. ũwãna, see: ũwã. 
danger  n. kisia (1). 
dangerous  adj. pãsĩ. 
dare  vi. we ...di/do. 
dark  aadj. si1; 
 aadj. sisina, see: si1. 
dark cloud  n. luabɛtia. 
dark sky (before rain)  n. luabɛsia, see: 

luabɛ. 
dark with clouds (become)  vi. legũ ... sisi, 

see: legũ. 
darken  vi. si1; 
 vi. sisi, see: si1; 
 vi. siakũ. 
darkness  n. gusia. 
date  n. daminɔ. 
date palm  n. daminɔ. 
date (tree or fruit)  n. aala. 
Dative postposition.  post. -wa. 
daughter  n. nɛnɔgbɛ.̃ 
daughter in law  n. nɛ ́na, see: nɛ.́ 
dawn  n. gudɔlɛzĩ; 
 n. gudɔ(na); 
 vi. gu ... dɔ, see: gu. 
day  cn. gɔɔ1; 
 n. gɔɔ1; 
 ptcl. -gɔɔ, see: gɔɔ1. 
day after tomorrow  adv. zia bàasi, see: zia. 
day before yesterday  adv. zĩna1. 

day of anger/wrath  n/adv. pɔpagɔɔ, see: 
pɔpana. 

day of battle  n/adv. zĩkagɔɔ, see: zĩka 
(...do). 

day of birth  n. igɔɔ, see: i3. 
day of death  n/adv. gagɔɔ, see: ga1. 
day of disaster  n. musekɛgɔɔ, see: musekɛ; 
 n/adv. yãwãgɔɔ. 
day of fast  n/adv. lɛyigɔɔ, see: lɛyi. 
day of favour  n. wɛgwagɔɔ, see: wɛgwa. 
day of glory/recognition  n/adv. tɔbogɔɔ, 

see: tɔbo. 
day of mourning  n/adv. gɛ'ɔɔdɔgɔɔ, see: 

gɛ'ɔɔdɔ. 
day of pain/tribulation  n/adv. ãakɛgɔɔ, 

see: ãakɛ1. 
day of punishment  n. ĩadammagɔɔ, see: 

ĩada ...wa. 
day of revenge/punishment  n/adv. 

pɔfĩasimmagɔɔ, see: pɔfĩasi ...wa. 
day of sacrifice  n/adv. sa'ogɔɔ, see: sa'o 

...wa. 
day of salvation  n/adv. suabagɔɔ, see: 

suaba. 
day of vengeance  n/adv. yãfĩasimmagɔɔ, 

see: yãfĩasi ...wa. 
day of venting anger  n/adv. 

pɔkũkpãbobommagɔɔ, see: 
pɔkũkpãbobobɔ. 

daybreak  n. gudɔlɛzĩ. 
days of youth  n. ausu(kɛ)gɔɔ, see: ausu. 
daytime  n/adv. fãatɛ.̃ 
day/time of trouble  adv. takasikɛgɔɔ, see: 

takasikɛ. 
dazed (be)  vi. kɛ bisibisi, see: kɛ. 
dead  adv. gɛ.̀ 



dead African fan palm  delay 

126  English - Illo-Busa finderlist 

dead African fan palm  n. zamikutu. 
dead person  n. gɛ.̀ 
deaf and dumb person  n. swato. 
deafness  n. yãmasai, see: yãma ...wa. 
deal harshly with  vt. yã ĩi kɛ ...nɛ, see: yã. 
dealer in corrupt money  n. ɔgɔvãilenna. 
dear  padj. sasa. 
death (action) n. gana, see: ga1. 
death cry  n. gɛwiki. 
death (state)  n. ga1. 
debauchery  n. wɛ'isaiyãkɛna, see: 

wɛ'isaiyãkɛ. 
debt  n. fĩa. 
debt collector  n. fĩasinna, see: fĩasi ...wa. 
debtor  n. fĩade, see: fĩa; 
 n. fĩasɛnna, see: fĩasɛ ...wa. 
decay  vi. yagikɛ. 
deceit  n. munafiki; 
 n. munafikikɛ, see: munafiki. 
deceitful (be)  n. munafikikɛ. 
deceive  vi. ɔñɔkɛ ...nɛ; 
 vi. zãmbakɛ ...nɛ; 
 vt. sãtɛ. 
deceiver  n. gbɛs̃ãtɛnna, see: gbɛs̃ãtɛna; 
 n. kɔñide, see: kɔñi; 
 n. ɔñɔkɛnnɛde, see: ɔñɔkɛ ...nɛ; 
 n. sãtɛnna, see: sãtɛ; 
 n. zãmbade, see: zãmba. 
deception  n. gbɛs̃ãtɛna; 
 n. kɔñi; 
 n. ɔñɔkɛ(na)nnɛ, see: ɔñɔkɛ ...nɛ; 
 n. zãmba. 
deceptive weights  n. gbɛb̃ezaka. 
decide  vi. yãdi1; 
 vi. zɛdo, see: zɛ; 
 vt. di2 (1); 
 vt. sɛ (2). 
decisively  adv. fĩnini. 
declare right/innocent  vt. yã nna kpa ...wa, 

see: yã. 

decorate  vi. saikɛ ...nɛ; 
 vt. kɛkɛ (1). 
decoration  n. sài; 
 n. saikɛna, see: saikɛ ...nɛ. 
decrease  n. labona, see: labo; 
 vt. labo. 
dedicate  vt. lɛgo2. 
dedication  n. lɛgona, see: lɛgo2. 
dedication/opening building  n. kpɛlɛgona. 
deed  n. kɛna, see: kɛ; 
 n. yã (2); 
 n. yãkɛna, see: yãkɛ. 
deed of darkness  n. gusiayã, see: gusia. 
deep  adv. zãu. 
deep and narrow  adj. zooto. 
deep bush  n. lakpɛsisiũ, see: lakpɛ. 
deep water  n. í wɛde, see: í1; 
 n. isi1. 
deep/remote bush  n. lakpɛ si, see: lakpɛ. 
defeat  vi. fu ...do, see: fu (...i); 
 vi. zĩbe (...wa); 
 vt. be1; 
 vt. nɛ; 
 vt. wɛ2̃. 
defeating  n. funa, see: fu (...i). 
defecate  vi. gbɔp̃a. 
defence  n. gĩnaboyã. 
defend  vi. yãsi ...do. 
defender  n. zɛndode. 
defile oneself  vi. gbãsĩkɛ. 
defilement  n. gbãsĩ (1). 
defy  vi. kuabii ...wa. 
defy (many)  vi. kuabiibii ...wa, see: kuabii 

...wa. 
dehusk  vt. sakobo. 
deity  n. luakɛ, see: Lua. 
delay  n. gikɛna, see: gikɛ1; 
 vi. zɛzɛ (2), see: zɛ; 
 vt. dãdã, see: dã;́ 
 vt. gɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ. 
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deliberately (do)  vi. yɔk̃pa2. 
delight  n. pɔnnakɛbɔ, see: pɔnnakɛ 

(...do). 
deliver  vt. faabakɛ. 
deliverer  n. faabakɛnna, see: faabakɛ. 
deluded  adj. sãtɛna, see: sãtɛ. 
delusion  n. sãtɛna, see: sãtɛ; 
 n. sãtɛyã, see: sãtɛ. 
demented  adj. likaa. 
demented person  n. likande. 
demon  n. tãa (2). 
demon-possessed person  n. tãade, see: tãa. 
den  n. wutɛkĩi, see: wutɛ. 
Dendi  n. Dandi. 
denial  n. lelekpana, see: lelekpa ...di. 
denigrate  vi. dɔkɛ ...do2. 
deny oneself sleep  vi. itɛk̃ɛ. 
deny someone  vi. lelekpa ...di. 
depart  vi. tá. 
departure time  n. gugɛgɔɔ; 
 n. tagɔɔ, see: tá. 
depend on  vi. gbãakpa ...wa; 
 vi. gbãata ...wa. 
depression  n. nɛsɛ'i; 
 n. nɛsɛ'iyana, see: nɛsɛ'i. 
depth  n. nɔna (2). 
derision  adv. pɔnɔpɔnɔ. 
descend  vi. pita. 
descend upon  vi. kutɛ ...wa, see: kutɛ2. 
descendant  n. bui (2). 
descent  n. lɛtɛna, see: lɛtɛ; 
 n. pitana, see: pita. 
descent of sun  n. aula. 
descent of sun (about 3 PM)  n. aulapitana, 

see: aula pita. 
desert  vt. zukãa. 
desert date  n. adua. 
deserve  vi. ka (1). 
design  n. wãsã. 
desire  n. ni1; 

 n. nidɛna, see: nidɛ2; 
 n. pɔnidɛna; 
 vi. lukpa ...di, see: lukpa; 
 vi. ni vĩ, see: ni1; 
 vi. nidɛ2; 
 vi. pɔ ... dɔ ...wa, see: pɔ3. 
desired thing  n. pɔnidɛna. 
despise  vi. saka ...ũ. 
despite that  cnj. baa kũ beedo, see: baa1. 
destination  adv. gɛkĩa, see: gɛ; 
 n. gɛkĩi, see: gɛ; 
 n. kakĩi, see: ka. 
destitute  padj. kolokolo. 
destroy  vt. tɔgɔkpa; 
 vt. wi3; 
 vt. wiwi, see: wi3; 
 vt. yɔk̃pa1. 
destroyed  adj. yɔk̃pana, see: yɔk̃pa1; 
 adv. kaatɛna, see: kaatɛ. 
destroyer  n. kaatɛnna, see: kaatɛ; 
 n. pɔyɔk̃panna. 
destroyer of land/nation  n. busudɛnna. 
destruction  n. kaatɛna, see: kaatɛ. 
detach  vt. piti. 
determine  vi. zɛdo, see: zɛ. 
devastated (be )  vi. musekɛ. 
deviant  n. laasookpɛdangakɛnna. 
deviate from  vi. ɛ ̃...nɛ. 
dew  n. fii1. 
diamond  n. dayama. 
diarrhoea  n. bãndubãndu. 
diarrhoea (have)  vi. bãndubãndukɛ; 
 vi. gbɔb̃utɛ. 
dictator  n. kpatadekɛmɔnnɛde. 
die  vi. ga1; 
 vi. kɛ sai, see: kɛ; 
 vi. kpa gudi, see: kpa1; 
 vt. ãnua to, see: ãnua. 
die (many)  vi. gaga, see: ga1. 
different  padj. adona. 
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different from  padj. dona ...do, see: dona. 
different (many)  adj. donadona, see: dona. 
differentiate  vt. zãbo. 
difficult  padj. zĩ'ĩ. 
difficulty  n. yã ãa, see: yã. 
dig  vt. yɔ2̃. 
dig hole  vi. wɛ ̀yɔ,̃ see: wɛ.̀ 
dig (many)  vt. yɔỹɔ,̃ see: yɔ2̃. 
diligence  n. ãia. 
diligent  aadj. ãiade, see: ãia. 
diminish  vi. busa; 
 vt. labo. 
diminutive  ptcl. -na2. 
din  n. zɔka. 
diner  n. pɔbenna, see: pɔbe. 
dining room  adv. pɔbekĩa, see: pɔbe; 
 n. pɔbekĩi, see: pɔbe. 
dinner  n. pɔbena gwãafĩ, see: pɔbe. 
dinner time  n/adv. pɔbegɔɔ, see: pɔbe. 
dip  cn. lɛ2́. 
dip food morsel in  vt. lɔma zɔ ̃...wa, see: 

lɔma. 
dip in  vi. ɔzɔ ̃...wa. 
dip in water  n. matɛ iũ, see: matɛ. 
dip out  vt. dã1. 
direction  post. ɔdi. 
directive  n. ɔtɛñdɔkĩi. 
directly in front of  post. kuu2. 
dirt  n. bɔtɔ2; 
 n. gbãsĩ (1). 
dirtiness  n. gbãsĩkɛ, see: gbãsĩ. 
dirty  adv. gbãsĩ. 
dirty (be)  vi. gbãsĩ vĩ, see: gbãsĩ. 
disabled person  n. baakɛnna, see: baakɛ. 
disagree  vi. lɛkpaakũkɛ ...do. 
disagreeable  adj. ĩi; 
 adv. ĩi. 
disagreeable (become)  vi. ĩikũ. 
disappear  vi. gusikɛ. 
disaster  n. muse. 

disbelieve  vt. ɛkɛbo. 
discern something  vt. yãzɛ dɔ,̃ see: yãzɛ. 
discernment  n. yãzɛdɔña. 
disciple (be)  vi. ibaa be, see: ibaa. 
disciple (of teacher)  n. ibaa. 
discipleship  n. ibaakɛ, see: ibaa. 
discipline  n. fookɛna, see: fookɛ; 
 n. totona, see: toto1; 
 vt. fookɛ; 
 vt. swagatɛ; 
 vt. toto1 (2). 
discord  n. yã ĩi, see: yã. 
discordant  adj. ĩi; 
 adv. ĩi. 
discourage  vt. kã ́dɛ, see: kã.́ 
discouraged (be)  vi. kã ́... ga, see: kã.́ 
discriminate against  vt. zãbo. 
discrimination  n. zãbona, see: zãbo. 
discuss  vi. lɛdokũkɛ; 
 vi. yãkpatɛkɛ ...do. 
discussion  n. yãkpatɛkɛna, see: yãkpatɛkɛ 

...do. 
disgrace  n. wɛ'iyã, see: wɛ'i. 
disgraced (be)  vt. wɛ'i sɛ, see: wɛ'i. 
disgraceful  aadj. wɛ'idammade, see: wɛ'ida 

...wa. 
dish  n. ta2. 
dislocate  vi. bokũ; 
 vi. gboo. 
disobedience  n. yãkasaikɛ, see: yãka; 
 n. yãmasai, see: yãma ...wa. 
disobedient person  n. swayãmasaide; 
 n. yãmansai(de), see: yãma 

...wa. 
disobey  vi. zã ...nɛ ...yãwa, see: zã ...wa. 
disolve  vi. yɔ2; 
 vt. yɔ2. 
disordered  ideo. yaayaa. 
dispatch to  vt. kpãzã ...wa, see: kpãzã ...nɛ. 
dispute  n. yãkete. 
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dispute with  vi. zɔkadɔ ...wa, see: zɔkadɔ. 
disrespect  n. wesai; 
 n. zaza. 
disrespectful person  n. wesaide, see: wesai. 
dissipation  n. pãapãakɛna, see: pãapãakɛ. 
distaff  n. bu'upa. 
distort  vt. fĩkã. 
disturb  vt. kakankɛ; 
 vt. laakai fɛtɛ, see: laakai. 
disturb (water)  vt. ya1. 
disturbed  padj. yana, see: ya1. 
disturbed (be)  vi. laakai ... fɛtɛ, see: 

laakai; 
 vi. pɔ ... ya, see: pɔ3. 
disturbed (water)  vi. ya1. 
ditch  n. gota. 
dive  vi. lɛtɛ íwa, see: lɛtɛ. 
divide  vt. kɔ ̃kpaatɛ, see: kɔ1̃; 
 vt. kpaatɛ ...nɛ. 
divided  padj. kpaatɛna, see: kpaatɛ ...nɛ. 
divided (be)  vt. kɔ ̃kpaatɛ, see: kɔ1̃. 
divination  n. maso. 
divine  vt. masola. 
divine power  n. luakɛgbãa. 
diviner  n. masolanna, see: masola. 
divinity  n. luakɛ, see: Lua. 
division  n. kɔk̃paatɛna; 
 n. kpaatɛna, see: kpaatɛ ...nɛ. 
divorce  vi. gi ...di, see: gi. 
dizzy (be)  vi. gu ... li ...wa, see: gu. 
dizzyness  n. gulimma. 
do  vt. kɛ. 
do again  vi. suka. 
do first/previously  vi. gĩakɛ. 
do magic on  vt. ɛzɛ kɛ ...nɛ, see: ɛzɛ. 
do next  vi. basa. 
do one's own will  vt. gĩna puiã kɛ, see: 

gĩna. 
do one's will  vi. puiãkɛ. 
do something  vi. yãkɛ. 

doctor  n. ambakɛnna; 
 n. lootoo. 
dodge  vi. ɛ ̃...nɛ. 
doer  n. kɛnna, see: kɛ. 
dog  n. gbɛɛ̃. 
do-gooder  n. maakɛnna, see: maakɛ. 
dome  n. midangua. 
domestic animal  n. tibɔ. 
domestic pig  n. alade; 
 n. sakpa kusɛna, see: sakpa. 
domestic pigeon  n. tatabala. 
domesticate  vt. zĩ dada ...nɛ, see: zĩ. 
dominion  n. kpatabekĩi, see: kpatabe; 
 n. kpatabena, see: kpatabe. 
donkey  n. faaga. 
don't do that!  intj. a'a. 
doomed (be)  vi. gi ...wa, see: gi. 
door  n. gambu; 
 n. kpɛlɛnɛ, see: kpɛlɛ; 
 n. ta(ta)bɔ, see: ta1. 
doorkeeper  n. ɔɔlɛdãnna. 
doorway  n. kpɛlɛ; 
 n. zɛ ́(1). 
double edged (sword)  n. lɛkpɛ pia, see: 

lɛkpɛ. 
double-minded person  n. nɛsɛmɛmpiade. 
double-spurred francolin  n. dɔñna. 
doubt  n. sika; 
 vi. sikakɛ. 
doubter  n. sikade, see: sika. 
doubtful  adv. sikasika, see: sika. 
dough  n. flawadɛna. 
doum palm  n. gooluba. 
down (on ground)  adv. zĩtɛ2. 
downcast look  n. ɔũsisina, see: ɔũsisi. 
downcast person  n. ɔũsisinna, see: ɔũsisi. 
downfall  n. lɛtɛna, see: lɛtɛ. 
downpour  n. legũkwɛna. 
drag  vt. gatɛ. 
dragon  n. dalagɔ.̃ 
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drain  vt. yo (...wa). 
drainer  n. poho. 
draw  vt. gatɛ. 
draw boundary for  vt. taalɛ da ...nɛ, see: 

taalɛ1. 
draw near  vi. kãikũ. 
draw near to  vi. ka ...sɛɛ, see: ka. 
draw out (sound)  vt. bà gatɛ, see: bà1. 
draw (picture)  vt. foto kɛ, see: foto2. 
draw sraws  vi. likpa. 
draw straws  vt. awanɛ kɛ, see: awanɛ. 
draw water  vt. í tɔ, see: í1. 
dream  n. nana; 
 vt. nana o, see: nana. 
dreamer  n. nana'onna. 
dress  vt. da2; 
 vt. pɔnɔ da, see: pɔ1. 
drink  n. imina, see: imi; 
 n. pɔmina; 
 vt. mi1. 
drink (water)  vt. imi. 
drinker of strong drink  n. igbãaminna. 
drinking place  n. imikĩi, see: imi. 
drinking water  n. imi. 
drinks waiter  n. idãnna. 
drip  vi. tɔ.̃ 
drip blood  vi. au ... tɔ,̃ see: au1. 
drip continuously  vi. tɔt̃ɔ,̃ see: tɔ.̃ 
drip water on  vt. í tɔ(̃tɔ)̃ ...wa, see: í1. 
drive  vi. tɛkpa ...ũ; 
 vt. fĩ (...wa). 
drive out spirit  vt. tãa ya ...wa, see: tãa. 
driver  n. fĩnna, see: fĩ (...wa). 
drizzle  vi. fuunakɛ. 
drizzle rain  vi. legũ ... fuunakɛ, see: legũ. 
drop  vt. pãtɛ. 

drop on ground  vt. gbɛɛ zĩtɛ, see: gbɛɛ 
(...wa). 

drought  n. legũsai, see: legũ. 
drown  vi. ga itɛ, see: ga1. 
drum  n. batagãgã. 
drummer  n. batagãgã; 
 n. batagãgãlɛnna. 
drunkard  n. iminna, see: imi; 
 n. wɛd̃ɛnna. 
drunkenness  n. wɛd̃ɛkɛna, see: wɛd̃ɛkɛ. 
dry  adj. gii. 
dry out (clothes)  vi. ɛñipa. 
dry season  n/adv. sakɛ. 
dry up  vi. giika. 
dry zone cedar  n. kuna. 
dry/empty place  n. gu gii, see: gu. 
duck  n. kuti. 
duck species  n. kuti itɛpɔ, see: kuti. 
duiker  n. banna. 
dumb animal  n. pɔlɛtatana. 
dung beetle  n. gbɔk̃ɔkɔ. 
DUR suffix  ptcl. -di3. 
DUR.CONT marker  ptcl. díkũ (2), see: dí2. 
during reign of  adv. kpatabegɔɔ, see: 

kpatabe. 
dusk  n. gugɛñakɔũ; 
 n. ɔkɔsi lɛ,́ see: ɔkɔsi. 
dust  n. busuti; 
 n. lugutɛ.̃ 
dusty/foggy (be)  vi. buuda ... kpa, see: 

buuda. 
duty  n. kɛna, see: kɛ. 
dwarf epauletted fruit bat  n. laabu bɛpɔ, see: 

laabu. 
dwell  vi. ku. 

E  -  e 
 
each one  pro. baapiki. each other  pro. kɔ1̃. 
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eager (be)  vi. mɛwã; 
 vi. wã (1). 
eagerly  adv. ɔpiapia, see: ɔpia. 
ear  n. swá. 
ear wax  n. swá gbãsĩ, see: swá. 
early  adj. kaaku; 
 adv. kaaku. 
early morning  adv. kɔnkɔkɔnkɔ, see: 

kɔnkɔ. 
early Spring rains  n. gbɔk̃ɔkɔ legũ, see: 

gbɔk̃ɔkɔ. 
earring  n. swali, see: swá. 
earth  n. bùsu; 
 n. tɔɔtɛ. 
earthworm  n. ĩɔɔni. 
east  adv. zĩtɛ ɔdi, see: zĩtɛ2; 
 n. kɔnkwɛɛ; 
 n. zĩtɛ2. 
easterners  n. zĩtɛ'ɔdidenɔ. 
easy  adj. fàa. 
eat  vi. pɔbe; 
 vt. be1. 
eat insufficent food  vi. asakpatɛ. 
eat mash  vt. u be, see: u. 
eat meat  vt. nɔbɔ so, see: nɔbɔ. 
eat (nsect)  vt. so. 
eater  n. benna, see: be1; 
 n. pɔbenna, see: pɔbe. 
eating place  adv. pɔbekĩa, see: pɔbe; 
 n. pɔbekĩi, see: pɔbe. 
eating utensil  n. pɔbebɔ, see: pɔbe. 
eave  n. sakaa2. 
ebony tree  n. nɛn lí, see: nɛna2. 
eclipse  vt. isã mɔ kũ, see: isã. 
edge  n. lɛ1́; 
 n. lɛkpɛ. 
edible stemmed vine  n. zága. 
educated (get)  vt. booko kɛ, see: booko. 
education  n. kalatukɛna, see: kalatukɛ. 
effectiveness  n. kɔ2 (2). 

effort  n. ãia; 
 n. kokai. 
egg  n. gbe. 
egg-plant  n. boboo. 
egret  n. kpɔbã. 
Egypt  sn. Misila. 
Egyptian cobra  n. ki ̃á tɛã, see: ki ̃á. 
Egyptian mimosa  n. baani. 
Egyptian mongoose  n. masobɔkɔ. 
Egyptian sesban  n. wɔgɔ2. 
Egyptian slit-faced bat  n. laabusisina, see: 

laabu. 
eight  num. swaakɔ.̃ 
eighteen  num. gɛõ wɛɛ'aakɔ,̃ see: gɛõ. 
eighth  aadj. swaakɔd̃e, see: swaakɔ.̃ 
eighty  num. basiikɔ.̃ 
elbow  n. gãgãsu; 
 n. ɔgãngasu. 
elbow-grease  n. gãsĩwa. 
electric fish  n. kpɔnunu; 
 n. nunu. 
electricity  n. waya (2). 
elephant  n. wisa. 
elephant trunk  n. wisa ɔ, see: wisa. 
elephant tusk  n. wisa saka, see: wisa. 
eleven  num. kwi wɛɛdo, see: kwi. 
eleventh  aadj. kwi wɛɛdode, see: kwi. 
eloquence  n. lɛ ́... nna, see: lɛ1́. 
eloquent  padj. lɛ ́... nna, see: lɛ1́. 
eloquent person  n. lɛnnade, see: lɛnna. 
embarassment  n. wɛ'i. 
ember  n. tɛyɔ.̃ 
embrace  vi. ɔlika ...di. 
emerge  vi. wo ...wa. 
employ  vt. da zĩu, see: da2. 
empty  adj. gii; 
 padj. kolokolo; 
 vt. lɛkutɛ ...wa. 
empty handed  adv. ɔ gii, see: ɔ. 
enable  vi. zɛbo ...nɛ. 



enchant  envelope 

132  English - Illo-Busa finderlist 

enchant  vi. pɔda ...wa. 
enchanter  n. pɔdammade, see: pɔda ...wa. 
encircle  vi. lika ...di, see: lika. 
enclose  vt. sɔtɔ ...ũ. 
encourage  vi. gbãaka ...nɛ; 
 vi. gbãakpa ...wa; 
 vt. nɛsɛnini ...nɛ, see: nɛsɛnini. 
encouraged  padj. ninina, see: nini. 
encouraged (be)  vi. nɛsɛnini. 
encourager n. nɛsɛnininna, see: nɛsɛnini. 
end  n. lakana, see: laka; 
 n. lɛ1́; 
 n. midɛkĩi, see: midɛ; 
 n. midɛna, see: midɛ; 
 vi. laka; 
 vi. midɛ (1); 
 vt. laka. 
end of sentence interrogative particle 

expressing surprise  ptcl. lo. 
end of sentence interrogative word marker 

 ptcl. -i. 
end of sentence marker indicating 

something has been quote 
 ptcl. sɛ.́ 

end of sentence Negation marker  ptcl. -o1. 
end of sentence negative interrogative 

particle expressing surprise 
 ptcl. daa1; 

 ptcl. dee1. 
end of sentence negative question marker 

expecting affirmative answer 
 ptcl. -oda. 

end of sentence particle calling for attention 
 ptcl. yɔ1. 

end of sentence question marker expressing 
belief  ptcl. -a1. 

end of sentence question marker expressing 
surprise  ptcl. -ó. 

end of sentence yes/no question marker 
 ptcl. ya3. 

end (time)  n. lakagɔɔ, see: laka. 
ending  n. lakana, see: laka; 
 n. lɛdɛkĩi, see: lɛdɛ. 
endless  adj. lakasai, see: laka. 
endurance  n. mɛnafɔña. 
endure  vi. gikɛ1 (1); 
 vi. mɛnafɔ.̃ 
enemy  n. ibɛɛ. 
enforce law  vi. ikoyã di ...nɛ, see: ikoyã. 
engaged (get)  vi. higeyi. 
engulf  vi. mɔ ...la, see: mɔ3. 
enlarge  vi. zɔk̃ɔk̃ũ. 
enlightened  padj. wɛkɛña, see: wɛkɛg̃ɔɔ. 
enlightened (be)  vi. wɛ ... kɛ,̃ see: wɛ2. 
enlightened person  n. wɛkɛñna, see: 

wɛkɛg̃ɔɔ. 
enlightenment  n. wɛkɛña, see: wɛkɛg̃ɔɔ. 
enmity  n. ibɛtɛ. 
enough (be)  vi. mɔ3 (2). 
enough/sufficient for (be)  vi. mɔ ...wa 

(1), see: mɔ3. 
enquire  vi. yãla ...wa. 
enquire about  vi. yã la, see: yã. 
enter  vi. gɛ.̃ 
enter against (hostile)  vi. gɛ ̃...di, see: gɛ.̃ 
enter house  vi. gɛ ̃kpu, see: gɛ.̃ 
enter into  vi. gɛ ̃...ũ, see: gɛ.̃ 
enter quickly  vi. si ...ũ, see: si2. 
enthrone  vt. kpa1. 
entice  vt. ligo zu ...nɛ, see: ligo. 
enticement  n. ligozunannɛ. 
entrance  n. gɛk̃ĩi, see: gɛ;̃ 
 n. kpɛlɛ. 
entrance hut  n. kata2. 
entrance hut with opposite doors  n. 

kata'ɔlɛ. 
entrance to courtyard  n. ɔɔlɛ. 
entrust with  vt. na ...nɛ ... ɔzĩ, see: na2. 
envelope  n. sɔ. 
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envious person  n. wɛdɔnnɛde, see: wɛdɔ 
(...wa). 

envy  n. gũakpana, see: gũakpa ...do; 
 n. wɛdɔnannɛ, see: wɛdɔ (...wa). 
epilepsy  n. gbankɔkɔnna. 
epileptic  n. gbankɔkɔnde, see: 

gbankɔkɔnna. 
equal  padj. sáa. 
equal (many)  padj. saasaa, see: sáa. 
equality  n. sáa. 
Equational copula  post. ũ; 
 vi. dɛ ... ũ, see: dɛ ...ba. 
equipment  n. zĩkɛbɔ, see: zĩkɛ. 
erect  aadj. pɛtɛna, see: pɛtɛ; 
 vt. pɛtɛ. 
erect (many)  vt. pɛtɛpɛtɛ, see: pɛtɛ. 
erect pole  vt. lí pɛtɛ, see: lí. 
erect stone/pillar  vt. gbɛ ̀pɛtɛ, see: gbɛ.̀ 
erosion  n. bazɛ; 
 n. tɔɔ̃. 
errand  n. zĩna, see: zĩ (...wa). 
error  n. sãsãna, see: sãsã. 
escape from  vi. bo ɔzĩ, see: bo2; 
 vi. piti ...wa, see: piti; 
 vi. woto ...wa, see: woto. 
especially  cnj. atɛɛ̃sa. 
establish  vi. zĩnnapɛtɛ; 
 vt. katɛ. 
establish camp  vt. bua katɛ, see: bùa2. 
establish home  vt. bɛ kɛ, see: bɛ1. 
establish household  vt. ɔũ katɛ, see: ɔũ1. 
established  padj. zĩnnapɛtɛna, see: zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
established (become)  vi. zɛdɔ. 
establisher  n. katɛnna, see: katɛ. 
establishment  n. katɛna, see: katɛ; 
 n. zĩnnapɛtɛna, see: zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
eternal life  n. aizãna; 
 n. unde lakasai, see: unde. 
Eternal one  n. Gɔɔpikide, see: gɔɔkepiki. 

European swallow  n. zala pɛñkaso, see: 
zala. 

evangelise  vt. bao nna o, see: bao2. 
evangelist  n. baonnakpanna. 
evaporate  vi. ba3. 
even  cnj. baa1; 
 ptcl. fe. 
even though  cnj. baa pɔ, see: baa1. 
evening  n/adv. ɔkɔsi. 
evening meal  n. pɔbena gwãafĩ, see: pɔbe. 
every  adj. piki. 
every day  adv. gɔɔkepiki. 
every deed  n. yãkepiki. 
everyone  n. gbɛm̃piki; 
 pro. baapiki. 
everything  n. pɔpiki; 
 n. yãkepiki. 
everywhere  n/adv. gukepiki. 
evil  n. kisia (1); 
 n. vãi. 
evil (do)  vi. vãikɛ; 
 vi. yãvãikɛ. 
evil intent  n. nɛsɛvãi. 
evil minded person  n. nɛsɛvãide, see: 

nɛsɛvãi. 
evil talk  n. yãvãi'ona, see: yãvãi'o. 
evil (thing)  adj. bɛ̃ɛ̀. 
evildoer  n. daakɛnna, see: daakɛ; 
 n. vãikɛnna, see: vãikɛ; 
 n. yãbɛɛ̃kɛnna; 
 n. yãvãikɛnna, see: yãvãikɛ. 
evildoing  n. yãvãikɛna, see: yãvãikɛ. 
evil-doing  n. vãikɛna, see: vãikɛ. 
evil-minded person  n. laasoovãikɛnna. 
evil-speaker  n. yãvãi'onna, see: yãvãi'o. 
evil/wicked/bad matter/speech/action  vi. 

yã vãi, see: yã. 
ewe  n. sãda, see: sã. 
exactly  adv. kɛḱɛ; 
 adv. sãśã2. 
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exalt oneself  vi. gĩnasɛ musu. 
examination  n. taasikana, see: taasika. 
examine  vi. wɛtɛ ...di; 
 vt. gwagwa, see: gwa; 
 vt. taasika. 
examiner  n. taasikanna, see: taasika. 
example (be)  vi. dɛ yãba guaũ, see: dɛ ...ba. 
excavation hole  n. togowɛ. 
excellence  n. maakɛ. 
except  cnj. sema. 
excercise self-control  vt. gĩnakũna dɔ,̃ see: 

gĩnakũna. 
exchange  vt. lenkpa. 
exchange money  vt. ɔgɔ lenkpa, see: ɔgɔ. 
exclusively  post. tɛɛ̃2; 
 post. zɛzĩ. 
excorcise  vt. tãa ya ...wa, see: tãa. 
excreta  n. gbɔ.̃ 
excuse  n. gaafaa; 
 n. kutɛkpana, see: kutɛkpa ...nɛ; 
 vi. gaafaakɛ ...nɛ. 
excuse to do evil  n. vãikɛzɛ. 
exercise authority over vt. iko kɛ ...wa, see: 

iko. 
exhort  vi. nakɛ ...wa. 
existence  n. kuna, see: ku. 
exit  n. bokĩi, see: bo2. 
exorcise/drive out demon  vt. tãa go ...wa, 

see: tãa. 
exorcism  n. tãagonamma. 
exorcist  n. tãagonna, see: tãagonamma. 
expect  vi. wɛdɔ ...di, see: wɛdɔ (...wa). 
expectation  n. wɛdɔna, see: wɛdɔ (...wa). 
expensive  padj. sasa. 
expensive (become)  vi. sasakũ. 
experience comfort/luxury  vt. innamana 

be, see: innama. 

experience life  vi. undekɛ. 
experience mutually  vt. dɔ ̃kɔñɛ, see: dɔ.̃ 
expessing surprise/shock  intj. kúku. 
explain (to)  vi. bɔkɛtɛkɛ (...nɛ). 
explanation  n. bɔkɛtɛ; 
 n. bɔkɛtɛkɛna, see: bɔkɛtɛkɛ 

(...nɛ). 
explode  vi. pũtã; 
 vt. pũtã. 
expressing emotion  intj. e'e. 
extend  vi. ɔta (...wa); 
 vt. poto. 
extended  padj. potona, see: poto. 
extension  n. lafana, see: lafa (...nɛ). 
extent  post. lɛũ. 
extinguish (fire, affair)  vt. tɛ dɛ, see: tɛ. 
extinguish lamp  vt. fitia dɛ, see: fitia. 
extinguished from (be)  vi. ga ...ma, see: ga1. 
extract  vt. wo ...wa (1). 
extravant/wasteful (be)  vi. lalasikɛ. 
extricate oneself from  vi. mibo ...ũ, see: 

mibo. 
exude fluid/water  vt. í bo, see: í1. 
eye  n. wɛ2 (1). 
eye infection (have)  vi. wɛ'ãakɛ. 
eye of needle  n. ambawɛ. 
eye on (set)  vi. wɛ ... dɔna ...wa, see: wɛ2. 
eye shadow  n. kio. 
eye shadow applicator  n. kio li, see: kio. 
eye socket  n. wɛtɔngɔ. 
eyeball  n. wɛnɛ, see: wɛ2. 
eyebrow  n. wɛmusukã. 
eyelash  n. wɛkã. 
eyelid  n. wɛbaa. 
eye-shadow container  n. kio pɛña, see: kio. 
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F  -  f 

 
fabricate  vt. bo1. 
fabricater  n. bonna, see: bo1. 
fabricator  n. pinna, see: pi2. 
face  n. ɔù̃; 
 vi. ɛɛdɔ ...ma. 
facial expression  n. kúsu. 
facial hair  n. gbako kã, see: gbako. 
fade  vi. í ... kɔtɛ, see: í1. 
faded (shirt)  adj. sakũ. 
faeces  n. gbɔ.̃ 
fail on account of  vi. fu ...wa, see: fu (...i). 
fail (to)  vi. fu (...i). 
failing  n. funa, see: fu (...i). 
failure to take advice  n. lɛdammamasai. 
faint  vi. gu ... li ...wa ...lɛtɛ, see: gu; 
 vi. kãsãnkɛ. 
fair  adj. susu. 
faith  n. luanaaikɛna; 
 n. naaikɛna, see: naaikɛ. 
faithful deed/behaviour  n. naaiyã, see: 

naai. 
faithful person  n. naaide, see: naai. 
faithfulness  n. naai; 
 n. naaikɛ, see: naai. 
faithless  aadj. luanaaikɛsai; 
 aadj. naaisai, see: naaikɛ. 
faithless/unreliable person  n. naaisaide, 

see: naaikɛ. 
fall  vi. kwɛ. 
fall down  vi. gboo; 
 vi. lɛtɛ. 
fall off from  vi. poto ...wa, see: poto. 
fall on  vi. lɛtɛ ...wa, see: lɛtɛ; 
 vi. tɔ ̃...wa, see: tɔ.̃ 
fall to ground (dew)  vi. fii ... kwɛ, see: 

fii1. 

fallen leaf  n. lakɛɛ. 
false accusation  n. yãnamma, see: yãna 

...wa. 
false accuser  n. yãnammade, see: yãna 

...wa. 
false rubber tree  n. gobikonna. 
false way  n. sãtɛzɛ. 
falsehood  n. ɛkɛyã, see: ɛkɛ. 
falsely accuse  vt. ɛkɛdɔ ...wa. 
familiar with/to (be)  vi. dɔnɛkɛ ...do. 
familiarity  n. dɔnɛ; 
 n. dɔnɛkɛ ...do. 
family  n. bɛdenɔ, see: bɛ1; 
 n. danɛnɔ, see: danɛ. 
family by family  adv. danɛdanɛ, see: danɛ. 
family member  n. indake. 
famous  n/aadj. tɔde, see: tɔ1. 
famous in eyes of (be)  vt. tɔbo ...kĩa, see: 

tɔbo. 
fan  n. lɛhɛ; 
 vi. ɛñivũ ...nɛ kũ lɛhɛdo, see: 

ɛñivũ (...wa). 
fang  n. saka1. 
far  adj. zãuna, see: zãu; 
 adv. zã2̀; 
 adv. zãu. 
far away  adv. zãuzãu, see: zãu. 
far end/edge/border  n. lɛle. 
farewell  n. lɛza(na)mma, see: lɛza ...wa; 
 vi. lɛza ...wa (1); 
 vi. zɛ ...nɛ (1), see: zɛ. 
farm  n. bua1 (1); 
 vt. sɛ ̃wa, see: sɛ.̃ 
farmer  n. bude, see: bu; 
 n. buakɛnna; 
 n. sɛw̃anna; 
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 n. zɔg̃bɛ.̃ 
farmwork (do)  vt. bua kɛ, see: bua1. 
fart  n. tɔ̃;́ 
 vi. tɔf̃ɔ.̃ 
fast  adj. wãa (2); 
 adv. kpaaka; 
 n. lɛyi(na), see: lɛyi; 
 vi. lɛyi. 
fast moving spider  n. gaagaa. 
fasten  vt. yi. 
fastener  n. yibɔ, see: yi. 
fasting  n. lɛyi(na), see: lɛyi. 
fasting month  n. lɛyimɔ, see: lɛyi. 
fasting time  n/adv. lɛyigɔɔ, see: lɛyi. 
fat  adj. lɛɛtɛ; 
 adj. mɛkpana, see: mɛkpa; 
 n. nisi. 
fatally  adv. dɛnadɛna, see: dɛ. 
father  n. baa4; 
 sn. de1; 
 sn. mae. 
father-in-law  n. ãnzue; 
 n. ãnzue nɔgɔña, see: ãnzue. 
fatherless person  n. desaide, see: de1. 
fatty  adj. niside, see: nisi. 
fault  n. sãnka; 
 n. taali. 
fault-finder  n. taalilenna, see: taalilena. 
fault-finding  n. taalilena. 
faulty  aadj. sãnkade, see: sãnka. 
fear  n. vĩa; 
 n. vĩakɛna, see: vĩakɛ (...nɛ); 
 vi. vĩakɛ (...nɛ). 
fearful  aadj. vĩade, see: vĩa. 
fearful (be)  vt. vĩa vĩ, see: vĩa. 
fearful place  n. vĩagu, see: vĩa. 
fearful/respectful person  n. vĩakɛnna, see: 

vĩakɛ (...nɛ). 
fearful/timid person  n. vĩade, see: vĩa. 
fearlessly  adv. vĩakɛsai, see: vĩakɛ (...nɛ). 

feast  n. buki pɔbena, see: buki; 
 vi. dikpɛkɛ. 
feast day  n/adv. dikpɛgɔɔ, see: dikpɛ. 
feather  n. kã.́ 
feeble (light)  aadj. yɛɛ̃ɛna. 
feel  vi. ma2 (1). 
feel ashamed  vi. wɛ'ima. 
feel awe  vi. sisinata. 
feel awe/bristling of hair  vi. sisinata ...wa, 

see: sisinata. 
feel better  vi. daamakɛ; 
 vi. ma sãa, see: ma2. 
feel cold  vi. ɛñima; 
 vi. gu nidɛ ma, see: gu. 
feel fear for  vi. vĩama ...nɛ, see: vĩama. 
feel hungry  vi. nɔama; 
 vt. nɔa ... dɛ, see: nɔa. 
feel pain  vi. ãama. 
feel/experience fear  vi. vĩama. 
fellow  aadj. dake. 
fellow wife  sn. gũa. 
female  aadj. da1. 
female camel  n. yangoda, see: yango. 
female donkey  n. faagada, see: faaga. 
female (sheep)  aadj. nɔkɔna. 
female (sibling)  aadj. nɔgbɛd̃e, see: nɔgbɛ.̃ 
femininity  n. nɔgbɛk̃ɛ, see: nɔgbɛ.̃ 
fence  n. kaa1. 
ferment  vt. ba3. 
ferocity  n. pãsĩkɛna (2), see: pãsĩkɛ 

(...nɛ). 
fertile  aadj. taakide, see: taaki1. 
fertile (be)  vi. taaki vĩ, see: taaki1. 
fertilise  vt. taaki ka ...nɛ, see: taaki1. 
fertiliser  n. taaki1. 
festival  n. buki. 
fetch firewood  vt. yaka wɛ, see: yàka. 
fetch (water)  vt. tɔ2. 
fetish  n. tãa (1). 
fetish prophet  n. tãade, see: tãa. 
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fever  n. mɛ(baasi)wãa, see: mɛbaasi; 
 n. mɛwãa. 
feverish (be)  vi. mɛwãakɛ. 
few  padj. fĩɔũ, see: fĩɔna. 
fiance  n. ausu. 
fiancé  n. kɛfɛna. 
fiancée  n. nɔ. 
fiancee  n. nɔkɔna. 
fierce  adj. pãsĩ. 
fiercely  adv. pãsĩpãsĩ, see: pãsĩ. 
fiery  aadj. tɛde, see: tɛ. 
fiery torch  n. tɛbio. 
fifteen  num. gɛõ. 
fifteenth  aadj. gɛõde, see: gɛõ. 
fifth  aadj. sɔode, see: sɔo. 
fifty  num. bapiakwi, see: bapia. 
fig tree parasite species  n. gotɛg̃bãbɔ. 
fig tree species  n. kaka1; 
 n. sɛña; 
 n. sɛñtɛña, see: sɛña. 
fight  n. fete; 
 vi. fetekɛ; 
 vi. zĩka (...do). 
fighter  n. fetede, see: fete. 
filaria  n. yika. 
fill  vt. pa1. 
filled in (be)  vi. tata, see: ta1. 
filly  n. sɔnɛ da, see: sɔ̃.́ 
filter  vt. kɔsɔkɛ. 
final blessing  n. sa'olɛ. 
finch  n. bãtitina. 
find  vt. le2 (2). 
find a way  vt. zɛ ́le, see: zɛ.́ 
find evidence of  vt. le ...wa, see: le2. 
find fault with  vt. taali le, see: taali. 
find room/freedom  vt. gãsĩpoto. 
find unexpectedly  vt. fiokɛ. 
fine  vt. yiakɛ. 
finely crushed  adv. nukunuku; 
 ideo. bulumbulum. 

fine-spotted woodpecker  n. bãlizɔz̃ɔñna. 
finger  n. ɔnɛ, see: ɔ. 
fingernail  n. ɔkɔkɔ. 
fingerprint  n. ɔgbɛ. 
finish  n. lakana, see: laka; 
 n. midɛna, see: midɛ; 
 vi. laka; 
 vi. midɛ (1); 
 vt. laka. 
finished (be) for  vi. midɛ ...wa, see: midɛ. 
finished for (be)  vi. laka ...wa, see: laka. 
fire  n. tɛ. 
fire up  vt. lí ka ...di, see: lí. 
fireplace  n. kĩi3. 
fireplace stone  n. kĩi gbɛ, see: kĩi3. 
fire/shoot at  vt. gbã1. 
firewood  n. yàka. 
firmly  adv. gãngãn; 
 adv. gbãngbãn. 
first  aadj. kaakude, see: kaaku; 
 adj. kaaku; 
 adv. gĩa2; 
 num. wɛɛdode, see: wɛɛdo. 
firstborn  n. nɛ ́kaaku, see: nɛ.́ 
fish  n. kpɔ; 
 vi. í wɛ, see: í1; 
 vt. kpɔ wɛ, see: kpɔ. 
fish dam  n/adv. kpɔ bɛ, see: kpɔ. 
fish net (held with both hands)  n. kundu. 
fish scale  n. kpɔ tɛkɛ, see: kpɔ. 
fish species  n. sɛpu. 
fish trap  n. guula. 
fish with hook  n. ligo kpa, see: ligo. 
fish (with net)  vt. í da, see: í1. 
fishbone  n. kpɔ wá, see: kpɔ. 
fisherman  n. idanna; 
 n. iwɛnna. 
fishing line  n. ligo bà, see: ligo. 
fish-poison bean  n. bai. 
fist  n. ɔkutu. 
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fit  adv. gbãngbãn. 
five  num. sɔo. 
flag  n. tuuta. 
flamboyant tree  n. anasa kpà, see: anasa. 
flame  n. tɛfua. 
flap wings  vi. gãsĩlɛ. 
flash lightning  vi. yɛm̃ɛkɛ. 
flat  padj. sɛlɛlɛ. 
flat (board)  adj. pɛlɛlɛ. 
flat rock  n. gbɛ ̀kpatɛna, see: gbɛ.̀ 
flatten  vt. gbɛg̃bɛ,̃ see: gbɛ2̃; 
 vt. lɛlɛ, see: lɛ2́. 
flatter  vt. lɛ ́nna kɛ ...nɛ, see: lɛ1́. 
flatterer  n. lɛnnade, see: lɛnna. 
flattery  n. lɛnna. 
flautist  n. kutɛpɛnna. 
flee  vi. balɛ; 
 vi. wo ...wa. 
flee (from)  vi. basi (...nɛ), see: basi. 
flesh  n. báasi. 
flint  n. kambugbɛ. 
float  vi. fu. 
float on  vi. fu ...la, see: fu. 
floating  n. funa, see: fu. 
flock  n. galige; 
 n. kpasa1 (2). 
flock of sheep  n. sã kpasa, see: sã. 
flood  vi. da gula, see: da2. 
flood (river)  vt. gbà kaka, see: gbà. 
flour  n. buloditi; 
 n. wititi. 
flour for cake  n. kaati. 
flow  vi. basi (...nɛ), see: basi. 
flower  n. lavũ; 
 n. vũ2; 
 vi. vũkpa. 
flu  n. sikona1. 
fluid  n. isee. 
flute  n. kutɛ1. 
fly  n. ifĩna; 

 vi. fɛ. 
fly around  vi. fɛfɛ, see: fɛ. 
fly in circles  vi. lika. 
fly wire  n. gwagwabaza. 
flying  aadj. fɛnna, see: fɛ. 
flying ant  n. sɔñge. 
foal  n. sɔñɛ, see: sɔ̃.́ 
foal of donkey  n. faaganɛ, see: faaga. 
foam  n. fùta; 
 vi. futakpa. 
foetus  n. nɔ.̀ 
fog  n. buuda (2). 
follow  vi. tɛ ...di. 
follow each other  vi. tɛ kɔd̃i, see: tɛ ...di. 
follow example of  vt. kɛna sɛ, see: kɛ. 
follow in succession  vi. tɛtɛ kɔd̃i, see: tɛ ...di. 
follow tradition  vt. fɛtɛnkanalayã kɛ, see: 

fɛtɛnkanalayã. 
follower  n. tɛndide, see: tɛ ...di. 
follower of deviant way  n. zɛdɔɔsaisɛnna. 
folly  n. faasaiyã, see: faa; 
 n. misai, see: mì. 
food  n. pɔ1 (2); 
 n. pɔbena, see: pɔbe; 
 n. u. 
food preparer  n. pɔbenakɛnna, see: 

pɔbenakɛkĩi. 
food-store  n. pɔbenakakĩi. 
fool  n. faasaide, see: faa; 
 n. misaide, see: mì; 
 n. sɔkũ. 
foolish  aadj. faasai, see: faa; 
 aadj. misai, see: mì; 
 adj. sɔkũ. 
foolish act/behaviour  n. misaiyã, see: mì. 
foolishness  n. faasaikɛ, see: faa; 
 n. misaikɛ, see: mì; 
 n. sɔkũkɛ, see: sɔkũ. 
foot  adv. gbá zĩtɛ, see: gbá; 
 n. gbá (1); 
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 n. gbalɛ. 
foothold  n. gbapɛ(pɛ)kĩi. 
footprint  n. gbagbɛ. 
foot-soldier  n. gɛsɛde, see: gɛsɛ. 
footstep  n. gbadina, see: gbadi. 
footstool  n. gbadibɔ, see: gbadi. 
for  cnj. asa1. 
for a long time  adv. gikɛna, see: gikɛ1. 
for nothing  adj. pãapãa; 
 adv. pã. 
for sure  adv. sãśã2. 
forbid  vi. gi ...nɛ, see: gi. 
force  vt. gã dɔ ...wa, see: gã. 
force on (food)  vt. kakaa ...nɛ, see: kakaa. 
forced labour  n. zɔzĩ. 
ford  n. iwɛsaide; 
 n. swabualɛ. 
forearm  n. ɔ (1); 
 n. ɔsa. 
forehead  n. ɛɛ. 
foreign  aadj. zĩtɔ. 
foreigner  n. gbɛ ̃zĩtɔ, see: gbɛ1̃; 
 n. zĩtɔ. 
foreskin  n. tɔb̃aa. 
forest  n. lakpɛ; 
 n. likpɛ. 
forever  adj. lakasai, see: laka. 
forfeit  vi. kpa ...di, see: kpa1. 
forge  vt. pi2 (3). 
forget  vi. sãsã ...ũ, see: sãsã. 
forget something  vi. sãsã ...wa, see: sãsã. 
forgiveness of sins  n. duunakɛñamma, see: 

duunakɛ ̃...nɛ. 
form  vt. kasa2. 
form clouds  vi. luabɛtia ... bɔbɔ/nana, see: 

luabɛtia. 
former  aadj. zi; 
 n. zi. 
former condition  n. gbɛ ̀ziũ, see: gbɛ.̀ 
former generation  n. yãadenɔ, see: yãa. 

formerly  adv. yãayãa, see: yãa; 
 adv. zi. 
forsake  vt. zukãa. 
fortieth  aadj. bapiade, see: bapia. 
fortune  n. minna. 
fortune teller  n. walina. 
forty  num. bapia. 
forty five  num. bapia kũ sɔodo, see: bapia. 
forty four gallon drum  n. galua zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: 

galua. 
forward  adv. ɛɛ. 
foster parent  n. nɛgwanna, see: nɛgwana. 
found  vi. zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
foundation  n. datɛbɔ, see: datɛ; 
 n. zĩnna; 
 n. zĩnnapɛtɛna, see: zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
foundation stone  n. datɛgbɛ; 
 n. kpɛdatɛbɔ. 
founded  padj. zĩnnapɛtɛna, see: zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
founder  n. kpatɛnna, see: kpatɛ. 
founder of household  n. ɔũkatɛnna. 
four  num. siikɔ.̃ 
four banded sandgrouse  n. buubuuna. 
four corners of the earth  n. ãnua goda 

siikɔ,̃ see: ãnua. 
fourteen  num. gɛõ mɛndosai, see: gɛõ. 
fourth  aadj. siikɔd̃e, see: siikɔ;̃ 
 num. wɛɛsiikɔd̃e, see: wɛɛsiikɔ.̃ 
frankly  adv. baawa (2), see: baa2. 
fresh milk  n. vĩ'ipu. 
Friday  adv. gɔɔzɔk̃ɔz̃ĩ. 
fried  aadj. asana, see: asa2. 
friend  n. gbɛñna. 
friendship  n. gbɛñnakpana, see: gbɛñnakpa 

...do. 
frighten  vi. vĩaka(ka) ...di; 
 vi. vĩakpa ...ma. 
frightened (be)  vt. vĩa ... kũ, see: vĩa. 
frog  n. biɔɔ. 
from (locatial)  cnj. zaa1. 
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front  n. ɛɛ. 
froth  n. fùta; 
 vi. futakpa. 
fruit  n. linɛ, see: lí; 
 n. nɛ ́(2). 
fruit bat  n. laabu. 
fruit bearing  aadj. nɛ'inna, see: nɛ'i. 
fruitful  aadj. nɛde, see: nɛ.́ 
fruitless  adv. nɛ'isai, see: nɛ'i. 
frustrate  vt. nɛsɛ'i ya, see: nɛsɛ'i. 
fry  vt. asa2. 
Fulani  sn. Fuanna. 
Fulani hat  n. lɛtã2. 
Fulani settlement  n. kpasa1 (1). 
fulfil  vi. papa (...wa), see: pa1. 
fulfil/accomplish for  vt. papa ...nɛ, see: 

pa1. 
fulfiller  n. papanna, see: pa1. 
fulfilment  n. papana, see: pa1. 
fulfilment of bad omen  n. kisia (2). 

full  padj. kãna, see: kã2; 
 padj. pai. 
full (be)  vi. pa1. 
full grained  aadj. wɛde, see: wɛ2. 
full moon  n. mɔ fua, see: mɔ1. 
full to brim  adv. pɛñɛnɛ. 
full to the brim  ideo. yɛlɛlɛ. 
fun  n. kɔk̃ɔ'̃ona, see: kɔk̃ɔ'̃o. 
funeral  n. gɛvĩ. 
fungas  n. tɔñna. 
fur  n. pɔkã. 
furnace  n. mɔgatɛkpɛ. 
furrow  n. kã guaũ, see: kã1. 
fussing over  ideo. kasakasa. 
fussy about (be)  vi. zazakũ ...wa, see: 

zazakũ. 
futility  n. yãgɛ. 
future generation  n. ziadenɔ, see: zia. 
future hope  n. zialena. 

G  -  g 
 
gallbladder  n. sɔt̃ɛña. 
gallon  cn. galan. 
Gambian giant pouched rat  n. boe. 
Gambian sun squirrel  n. kakana. 
gamble  vi. tɛtɛpa. 
gambling  n. tɛɛtɛpana, see: tɛtɛpa. 
game  n. kɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
garden  n. fadama; 
 n. kaa1; 
 n. lu. 
gardener  n. fadamade, see: fadama. 
garlic  n. aimasa kete, see: aimasa. 
gate  n. gĩlɛbutɛ; 
 n. ta(ta)bɔ, see: ta1. 
gate in wall  n. gĩlɛ. 
gather  vt. kakaa; 
 vt. nakãa. 

gather together  vt. ka kɔũ, see: ka; 
 vt. kɔ ̃kakaa (...do), see: kɔ1̃. 
gather up (many)  vt. kakaakakaa, see: 

kakaa. 
gathered  padj. kakaana, see: kakaa; 
 padj. katɛna, see: katɛ. 
gathering  n. kɔ ̃kakaa (...do), see: kɔ1̃. 
gathering place  n/adv. kɔk̃akaakĩi. 
gecko  n. nɛnawoto. 
genealogy  n. buibokĩi. 
generous  adv. sɔkũsɔkũ, see: sɔkũ. 
gentleness  n. nɛsɛnidɛ. 
gentle/peaceful person  n. nɛsɛnidɛde, see: 

nɛsɛnidɛ. 
gently  adv. busɛbusɛ, see: busɛ. 
genuine  aadj. sĩande, see: sĩana; 
 aadj. yãmayãma, see: yãma. 
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genuine (thing)  aadj. sĩana. 
gerbil  n. ɛñtɔlɔtɛña. 
germ  n. gyãgbenɛ. 
get better  vi. daamale, see: daamakɛ. 
get dark for  vi. gu si ...wa, see: gu. 
get dirty/defiled  vi. gbãsĩkpa. 
get drunk  n. wɛd̃ɛkɛ. 
get fat  vi. mɛkpa. 
get heavy  vi. gbiakũ. 
get opportunity  vt. zɛ ́le, see: zɛ.́ 
get pregnant  vi. nɔsi. 
get profit  vt. ài le, see: ài. 
get something for nothing  vi. pã be, see: 

pã. 
get splinter  vt. lí ... zɔ,̃ see: lí. 
get strong  vi. gbãale. 
get thin  vi. imimi. 
get up  vi. fɛtɛ (1). 
get well  vi. aafiale. 
get/find money  vi. ɔgɔ le, see: ɔgɔ. 
ghost  n. gyaade. 
giant tortoise (aquatic) n. kusɛpu, see: kusɛ. 
giddy (be)  vi. gu ... li ...wa, see: gu. 
gift  n. gba. 
gift giving  n. gbadana, see: gbada (...nɛ). 
gift (to)  vi. gbada (...nɛ). 
gifted person  n. gonide, see: goni. 
gingerbread plum  n. vɛɛ̃ tɛã, see: vɛɛ̃ pua. 
gingivitis  n. dankanɔma (3). 
giraffe  n. lakpɛ yango, see: lakpɛ. 
girl  n. nɔkɔna. 
girlfriend  n. nɔ pusɛ (2), see: nɔ. 
give an account to  vt. dɔdɔ ...nɛ, see: dɔdɔ. 
give back  vt. suka ...nɛ, see: suka. 
give birth  vi. nɛ'i (1). 
give birth to  vt. i3. 
give deathbed blessing  vt. sa'olɛ kɛ ...nɛ, see: 

sa'olɛ. 
give ear to  vi. swadɔ ...di. 
give (food)  vt. sĩkã ...nɛ. 

give generously  vi. ɔpoto (...nɛ). 
give gift  vt. gba. 
give in  vi. we ...di/do. 
give in marriage  vt. kpãzã ...wa, see: kpãzã 

...nɛ. 
give injection (to)  vt. ámba kɛ (...nɛ), see: 

amba. 
give instruction  vt. gba lɛ,́ see: gba. 
give instructions  vt. lɛgbɛ di, see: lɛgbɛ. 
give life to  vt. unde kpa ...wa, see: unde. 
give light  vi. gupuakpa; 
 vt. tɛ bo, see: tɛ. 
give light (to)  vi. gupuakũ (...nɛ). 
give one's heart to  vi. sɔk̃pa ...wa, see: 

sɔk̃pa ...di. 
give peace to  vt. nɛsɛ da ...nɛ dokũ, see: 

nɛsɛ. 
give success  vi. da ...lɛ kũ minnado, see: 

da2. 
give success to  vi. sa'akpa ...wa. 
give testimony to  vt. seedadekɛ kɛ, see: 

seeda. 
give tithe  vi. zaka bo, see: zaka2. 
give to  vt. kpa ...wa, see: kpa1. 
give up  — ɔbo ...ũ, see: ɔbo; 
 vi. kpa ...di, see: kpa1; 
 vi. mikɛ ̃...wa. 
give way to  vi. zɛ ...nɛ (2), see: zɛ. 
give work to do  vt. zĩ da ...nɛ, see: zĩ. 
giver  n. danna, see: da2. 
giver of gift  n. gbadanna, see: gbada 

(...nɛ). 
giver of good news  n. baonnakpanna. 
giving  padj. kpana, see: kpa1. 
gizzard  n. gbɛ ̀(2). 
glass  n. digi; 
 n. imibɔ, see: imi. 
glasses  n. wɛdigi. 
glide  vi. bɛ musu, see: bɛ2. 
gliding down (throat)  ideo. dɔ̃ɔ̀. 
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gloat  vi. gĩnadedekɛ. 
gloomy  aadj. weesai, see: wee; 
 adv. dùgudugu. 
glorification  n. tɔbona, see: tɔbo. 
glorified (be)  vi. tɔbo. 
glorifier  n. tɔbonna, see: tɔbo. 
glorify  vt. tɔbo. 
glorious  adj. gakwide, see: gakwi. 
glory  n. gakwi. 
glove  n. sɔ. 
glue  n. kugɔ.̃ 
glutinous  adj. zãi. 
glutinous sauce  n. dò zãi, see: dò. 
glutinous sauce leaves  n. dò zãi, see: dò. 
gluttony  n. asia. 
gnat  n. kusina. 
gnaw  vt. soso, see: so. 
go  vi. gɛ. 
go back and forth at  vt. gɛnsukɛ ...wa. 
go backwards  vi. bo ... kpɛ, see: bo2. 
go before/in front of  vi. gɛ ̃(...nɛ) ɛɛ, see: 

gɛ.̃ 
go mad  vi. bãnkũ. 
go out  vi. bo2 (1); 
 vi. butɛ; 
 vi. gɛ baasi, see: gɛ. 
go to  vi. gɛ ...ma, see: gɛ. 
goat  n. bè. 
God  n. Lua. 
God forbid  intj. gyaũ. 
godless person  n. luadɔñsai(de), see: 

luadɔñasai; 
 n. luayãkansaide, see: 

luayãkana. 
godlessness  n. luadɔñasai; 
 n. luayãkasai. 
godliness  n. luayãkana. 
God's abode  n. luakukĩi. 
God-seeker  n. luakĩiwɛtɛnna. 
go/gather around  vi. lika ...di, see: lika. 

goitre  n. bɔkɔ2 (2). 
gold  n. zĩnali. 
gonolek  n. luũbã. 
gonorrhoea  n. kɛñtu pua, see: kɛñtu. 
good  adj. maa1. 
good appetite (have)  padj. lɛ ́... nna, see: 

lɛ1́. 
good deed  n. maakɛna, see: maakɛ. 
good (do)  vi. maakɛ; 
 vi. yãmaakɛ (...nɛ). 
good fortune (have)  vi. sa'asɛ. 
good luck (have)  vi. minnakɛ. 
good news  n. bao nna, see: bao2. 
good omen  n. aisi maa, see: aisi. 
good thing/deed/matter/affair  n. yã maa, 

see: yã. 
goodness  n. maakɛ, see: maa1; 
 n. maakɛ; 
 n. maakɛna, see: maakɛ. 
goods  n. laga (2). 
goodwill  n. nɛsɛmaa. 
Gospel  n. Inzila. 
gospel  n. bao nna, see: bao2. 
gossip  n. gbɛp̃ena. 
gossip about  vt. pe. 
gossiper  n. gbɛp̃enna, see: gbɛp̃ena. 
gourd  n. tuu. 
gourd-full  cn. tuu. 
gown  n. uta gbãá, see: uta. 
grab  vt. kũ2. 
grab around the neck  vt. koto kũ, see: 

koto1. 
grace  n. gbɛñɛsĩnkɛkɛna(nnɛ), see: 

gbɛñɛsĩnkɛkɛ ...nɛ; 
 n. yãmaakɛ, see: yãmaakɛ (...nɛ). 
gracious person  n. yãmaakɛnna, see: 

yãmaakɛ (...nɛ). 
gracious to (be)  vi. gbɛñɛsĩnkɛkɛ ...nɛ. 
graft onto  vt. dɔkɛ ...wa, see: dɔkɛ1. 
grafted  aadj. galafe. 
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grafted mango  n. mangolo galafe, see: 
mangolo. 

grain  cn. wɛn, see: wɛna; 
 n. pɔwɛna; 
 n. wɛna. 
grain measure  n. pɔwɛyɔb̃ɔ. 
gram  cn. galaũ. 
granary  n. dɔ̃.̀ 
grandchild  n. tokona. 
grandfather  sn. dezi. 
grandmother  sn. dazi. 
grant peace  vi. nɛsɛdi ...nɛ do, see: nɛsɛdi 

do. 
grape  n. inabi. 
grape harvest  n. inabikɛkɛgɔɔ. 
grasp  vi. ɔkutukpa. 
grass  n. sɛ.̃ 
grass flower  n. sɛṽũ. 
grass species  n. ɛm̃pu. 
grass torch  n. sɛt̃ɛ. 
grasshopper  n. kwa. 
grassy (become)  vt. sɛ ̃kɛ, see: sɛ.̃ 
grave  n. gɛ'ɛ; 
 n. gɛwɛ; 
 n. mia. 
grave (hole)  n. mia'ɛ. 
gravel  n. gbɛkɔsɔ. 
gravestone  n. miagbɛ. 
gravy  n. dò. 
graze : eat grass  vt. sɛ ̃be, see: sɛ.̃ 
graze sheep  vi. sã dã, see: sã. 
great  adj. zɔk̃ɔd̃e, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
Great Bear  n. saana konɛdade, see: saana1. 
great grandchild  n. sĩwɛna. 
great great grandchild  n. tubusɛtɛnna. 
great great great grandchild  n. swagatɛnna, 

see: swagatɛ. 
great great great grandchild (5th gen)  n. 

wɛdi'eo. 
great one  n. zɔk̃ɔd̃e, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 

greatly  adv. zɔk̃ɔ(̃zɔk̃ɔ)̃, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
greatness  n. zɔk̃ɔk̃ɛ, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
greed  n. asia; 
 n. pãsĩkɛna (1), see: pãsĩkɛ 

(...nɛ). 
greed (for food)  n. wɛsɛ, see: wɛsɛ. 
greedy (be)  vi. asiakɛ; 
 vt. wɛsɛ kɛ, see: wɛsɛ; 
 vt. wɛsɛ vĩ, see: wɛsɛ. 
greedy person  n. wɛsɛde, see: wɛsɛ; 
 n/aadj. asiade, see: asia. 
green  adj. isi2; 
 adj. sɛ'̃i; 
 padj. la'i. 
green pepper  n. yɔk̃ɔñ gbɛt̃ɛg̃bɛt̃ɛ,̃ see: 

yɔk̃ɔña. 
greens  n. ɛfɔ. 
greet  vi. fɔɔkpa ...wa. 
greeting  n. fɔɔna, see: fɔɔ. 
greetings  intj. fɔɔ. 
grill  vt. kpasa2. 
grilled  aadj. kpasana, see: kpasa2. 
grimace  vi. fɛk̃pa. 
grimace at  vi. lɛkotokpa ...di. 
grime  n. gbãsĩ (2). 
grind  vt. lɔ. 
grind up  — lɔlɔ, see: lɔ. 
grinding stone  n. kũgbɛ. 
groan  vi. ũ'ũnakɛ. 
groaning  n. ũ'ũna. 
groom  n. nɔde, see: nɔ; 
 n. nɔdufusɛnna. 
grope  vi. ɔmatɛmatɛ. 
ground  n. tɔɔtɛ. 
ground down  aadj. lɔlɔna, see: lɔ. 
ground hornbill  n. tokũ. 
groundnut  n. sĩ. 
group  cn. lɛɛ; 
 n. gãa. 
grow  vi. gbã1. 
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grow big  vi. zɔk̃ɔk̃ũ. 
grow big/fat  vi. gbɛt̃ɛk̃ũ. 
grow old  vi. zikũ. 
grow spur  vi. tukebo. 
grow strong  vi. gbãakũ; 
 vi. zɛdɔ. 
grow thin/skinny  vi. fɛf̃ɛ.̃ 
grow up  vi. gbãákũ. 
growl  vi. hũunakɛ. 
grumble  vi. zɔkaka; 
 vt. yãkete kɛ ...nɛ, see: yãkete. 
grumble against  vt. yãkete kɛ ...di, see: 

yãkete. 
grumbling  n. yãketekɛna. 
guard  n. dãnna, see: dã;́ 
 n. dãkpanna, see: dãkpa; 
 n. dogali; 
 n. gudãkpanna, see: gudãkpakĩi; 
 vt. dã;́ 
 vt. dãkpa. 

guard (place)  vt. gu dã, see: gu. 
guardian  n. gwanna, see: gwa. 
guardpost  n. gudãkpakĩi. 
guava  n. gwaiba. 
guest  n. nibɔ. 
guide  vi. dɔ (...nɛ) ɛɛ, see: dɔ1. 
guilt  n. taali. 
guilty person  n. taalide, see: taali. 
guinea corn  n. sweena. 
guinea-corn stalk  n. awa. 
guitar  n. gitaa. 
guitarist  n. domalɛnna. 
gum  n. kugɔ;̃ 
 n. legelege; 
 n. ligɔ.̃ 
gun  n. tɛli. 
gunpowder  n. badu. 
gunpowder maker  n. badukɛnna. 
gutter  n. gota. 

H  -  h 
 
HAB marker  ptcl. dì. 
HAB.CONT marker  ptcl. dìkũ, see: dì. 
habit  n. dɔnɛ. 
HAB.NEG marker  ptcl. dí2 (2). 
Hades  n. gɛnɔbɛ. 
haemorrhoids  n. dankanɔma (1). 
haggard  adj. wokũwokũ. 
hagged  adj. kokũkokũ. 
haggle  vi. lagata. 
hail  n. legũgbɛ. 
hair  n. kã.́ 
hair (do)  vi. mikɛkɛ. 
hair (of head)  n. mikã. 
haircut  n. mibona, see: mibo. 
haircut (have)  vi. mibo; 
 vt. kã ́bo, see: kã.́ 
hairy  ideo. dɔɔ̃dɔɔ̃. 

half  n. kɔɔ̃nɔ, see: kɔɔ̃; 
 n. kpado. 
hallelujah!  intj. balika. 
hamper  vt. kpa ...di, see: kpa1. 
hamstring  n. kĩi2. 
hand  n. ɔ (1); 
 n. ɔla. 
handcuff  vt. katikati kpa ...nɛ, see: kati; 
 vt. mɔ ̀ka ...wa, see: mɔ.̀ 
handful  cn. ɔkutu. 
handiwork  n. ɔgbɛ; 
 n. ɔzĩkɛna. 
handkerchief  n. yɔ'iwaabɔ. 
handle  n. pá; 
 vi. ɔya ...ũ. 
handles (bike)  n. fĩbɔ, see: fĩ (...wa). 
handwork  n. ɔzĩ2. 
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handwork/craft (do)  vt. ɔzĩ kɛ, see: ɔzĩ2. 
handwriting  n. ɔgbɛ. 
hang  vt. loko. 
hang in suspense  vi. loko. 
hang on  vt. loko ...wa, see: loko. 
hang on to  vi. loko ...wa, see: loko. 
hang over  vi. loko ...la, see: loko. 
hanging  padj. lokona, see: loko. 
hangnail  n. ɔ bà, see: ɔ. 
happen to  vi. mɔ ...wa (2), see: mɔ3. 
happening  n. kɛna, see: kɛ. 
happiness  n. pɔnna. 
happy (be) (about something)  vi. pɔ ... kɛ 

nna (...yãwa), see: pɔ3. 
happy (be) (with)  vi. pɔnnakɛ (...do). 
happy/content person  n. pɔnnade, see: 

pɔnna. 
harass  vi. zɛ ...la, see: zɛ. 
hard  adj. gbãa1. 
hard race  n. bà gbãa, see: bà2. 
harden  vi. gbãakũ; 
 vi. i3 (1). 
hardness  n. gbãa1. 
hardship  n. takasi. 
hare  n. mɛtu. 
harm  vi. ĩada ...wa. 
harmattan  n. ɛm̃pui. 
harmattan dust  n. buuda (1). 
harmony  n. nɛsɛdokũ. 
harnessed antelope  n. kpasaa. 
harp  n. mɔɔna. 
harpist  n. mɔɔnlɛnna, see: mɔɔna. 
harpoon  n. saka2. 
harp-playing  n. mɔɔnlɛna, see: mɔɔna. 
harrass  vi. zɛ ... musu, see: zɛ. 
harsh word  n. yã ĩi, see: yã. 
harshly  adv. pãsĩpãsĩ, see: pãsĩ. 
harvest  n. kɛkɛna, see: kɛkɛ; 
 n. pɔkɛkɛna, see: pɔkɛkɛgɔɔ; 
 vt. kɛkɛ (2). 

harvest grain  vt. pɔ kɛkɛ, see: pɔ1. 
harvest millet/sorghum  vt. ese kɛkɛ, see: 

ese. 
harvest time  n/adv. kɛkɛgɔɔ, see: kɛkɛ; 
 n/adv. pɔkɛkɛgɔɔ. 
harvest yams  vt. à wutɛ, see: á1. 
harvester  n. kɛkɛnna, see: kɛkɛ; 
 n. pɔkɛkɛnna, see: pɔkɛkɛgɔɔ. 
harvesting  padj. kɛkɛna, see: kɛkɛ. 
haste  n. nɛsɛwãa; 
 n. wãna, see: wã. 
hasten  vi. wãtã. 
hatch  vi. pipi. 
hate  vi. za ... ũ. 
hated person  n. zaũde. 
hatred  n. zana, see: za ... ũ. 
Hausa person/language  n. Gãmbai. 
have  vt. vĩ1. 
have authority over  vt. iko vĩ ...wa, see: iko. 
have mercy on  vi. suukɛ ...do; 
 vt. wɛgwa. 
have opinion  vt. e (2). 
have pity on  vi. wɛwɛñdagwa. 
have sex with  vi. wutɛ ...do, see: wutɛ. 
have small sores  vi. bɔketekɛ. 
have vision  vt. gu e, see: gu. 
having offspring  aadj. nɛde, see: nɛ.́ 
having same father, but different mother 

 aadj. dedokũde. 
having same mother and different father 

 aadj. dadokũde. 
head  n. mì; 
 n. mide, see: mì. 
head for  vi. ɛɛpɛ ...wa; 
 vi. midi ...wa; 
 vi. mipɛ ...wa. 
head of grain  n. sako. 
headache  n. mi'ãa. 
headpad  n. mai2. 
headscarf  n. gifa. 
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heal  vt. gba aafia, see: gba. 
healed (be)  vi. aafiale. 
health  n. aafia. 
healthy person  n. aafiade, see: aafia. 
heap  n. gbɛzɛ. 
hear  vt. ma2; 
 vt. yã ma, see: yã. 
hear about  vt. yã ma, see: yã. 
hear news about  vt. bao ma, see: bao2. 
heart  n. sɔ̃.̀ 
heartless person  n. gbɛỹãkansai. 
heat  n. guwãa; 
 n. kusuwãa. 
heat up  vi. wã (2). 
heathen  n. luayãdɔñsaide. 
heaven  n/adv. luabɛ. 
heavenly body  n. pɔ gupuakũnna, see: pɔ1. 
heaven's Proprietor  n. Musude, see: musu. 
heavy  adj. gbia. 
heed advice  vt. lɛdammma ma, see: 

lɛdamma. 
heel  n. gbatuke. 
heifer  n. zuda nɔkɔña, see: zù. 
height  n. lezĩkɛ, see: lezĩ. 
heir  n. aizɛkɛbenna; 
 n. tubibenna, see: tubibe. 
helmeted guinea fowl  n. gã.̀ 
help  n. faaba; 
 n. gaakɛna, see: gaakɛ; 
 n. ɔdamma, see: ɔda ...wa; 
 vi. dɔ ...lɛ, see: dɔ1; 
 vi. ɔda ...wa; 
 vt. gaakɛ; 
 vt. kũ ...do, see: kũ2. 
helper  n. gaakɛnna, see: gaakɛ; 
 n. ɔdammade, see: ɔda ...wa. 
hem  n. lɛzĩ; 
 vt. lɛzĩnai. 
hen  n. koda, see: ko. 
hepatitis  n. busɛb̃u. 

herald  n. baokpanna; 
 n. kaseedikanna, see: kaseedika. 
herbalist  n. ɛzɛde, see: ɛzɛ. 
herd  n. galige; 
 n. kpasa1 (2); 
 vt. dã.́ 
herd of cattle  n. zukpasa. 
herd/graze cattle  vt. zù dã, see: zù. 
here  adv. la. 
hero  n. nɛgɔña. 
he/she alone  pro. a do (1), see: a1. 
hesistant (be)  vi. musumusukɛ. 
hesitant  adv. sikasika, see: sika; 
 padj. musumusu. 
hesitate  vi. sikakɛ; 
 vi. zɛzɛ (2), see: zɛ. 
hey  intj. kaai. 
hiccup  n. sikosikona; 
 vi. sikosikonakɛ. 
hidden (from)  padj. utɛna (...nɛ), see: utɛ. 
hidden/secluded place  n. gusɔkɔ. 
hide  n. baa3; 
 vi. utɛ; 
 vt. utɛ. 
hiding place  adv. utɛkĩa, see: utɛ; 
 n. utɛkĩi, see: utɛ. 
high  adj. lezĩ. 
high place  n. gu lezĩ, see: gu. 
high up  adv. musumusu, see: musu. 
high-priest  n. sa'onkia. 
highway  n. zɛda, see: zɛ.́ 
hill  n. sĩsĩ1. 
hill country  n. bùsu sĩsĩde, see: bùsu. 
hilly  aadj. gbɛsĩsĩde, see: gbɛsĩsĩ; 
 aadj. sĩsĩde, see: sĩsĩ1. 
hilly place  n. gu sĩsĩde, see: gu. 
hinder  vi. gi ...nɛ, see: gi; 
 vi. kpa ...nɛ, see: kpa1; 
 vi. pã ...nɛ, see: pã ...la; 
 vt. zɛ ́zɔ ̃...nɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
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hinge  n. lilibɔ, see: lili. 
hip  n. soe. 
hippopotamus  n. bɔɛ. 
hire  vt. hayasɛ. 
hired labourer  n. gbɛwinna. 
hired worker  n. foikɛnna, see: foikɛ. 
hiss  n. fiona, see: fio2. 
hiss at  vi. fionaga (...wa). 
hiss at in disgust  vt. fiombo. 
hit  vt. lɛ2́; 
 vt. pa2. 
hit (many)  vt. papa, see: pa2. 
hit (many times)  vt. lɛlɛ, see: lɛ2́. 
hoe  n. sokona; 
 vt. sɛ ̃wa, see: sɛ;̃ 
 vt. wá2; 
 vt. wawa, see: wá2. 
hog plum  n. kpãkpãtɛ.̃ 
hold  vt. kũna, see: kũ2. 
hold cane for (blind man)  vi. gò kũ ...nɛ, see: 

gò. 
hold up  vt. dãdã, see: dã.́ 
hole  n. wɛ.̀ 
hole (wall)  n. gufoo. 
holiday  n/adv. dikpɛgɔɔ, see: dikpɛ. 
hollow  n. wɛ.̀ 
holy  n/aadj. gbãsĩsaide, see: gbãsĩ; 
 padj. dona. 
holy person  n. kunadonade. 
home  adv. bɛ1. 
home carer  n. bɛgwanna. 
homosexual  n. lua'ikɛnna, see: lua'ikɛ. 
homosexuality  n. lua'i. 
honest person  n. sĩan'onna. 
honesty  n. nɛsɛpua, see: nɛsɛ. 
honey  n. zɔ ́(2); 
 n. zɔ'i. 
honeycomb  n. zɔsa. 
honeyed  aadj. zɔde, see: zɔ.́ 
honour  n. bɛɛna; 

 vt. bɛɛna dɔ ̃...nɛ, see: bɛɛna; 
 vt. bɛɛna kɛ ...nɛ, see: bɛɛna. 
honour (by not causing shame)  vt. asi ta, 

see: asi. 
honoured person  n. bɛɛde, see: bɛɛ; 
 n. bɛɛnade, see: bɛɛna. 
hooded vulture  n. nɔbɔkuu. 
hoof  n. konkoto; 
 n. kɔñkoto. 
hook  n. kúla; 
 n. ligo. 
hoopoe  n. wisakombã. 
hope  n. wɛdɔna, see: wɛdɔ (...wa); 
 vi. wɛ ... dɔ ...di, see: wɛ2. 
hope in  vi. wɛdɔ ...di, see: wɛdɔ (...wa). 
horn  n. bɛña. 
horn blast  n. kuu ɔ,́ see: kuu1. 
horn blower  n. kuupɛnna, see: kuupɛna. 
horn (musical instrument)  n. kuu1. 
horn-blowing  n. kuupɛna. 
horned  aadj. bɛñade, see: bɛña. 
horse  n. sɔ̃.́ 
horse-hair  n. fii2. 
horse-hair trap  n. fii2. 
horse-radish tree  n. lilinbaka. 
hospitable (be)  vi. yaaikɛ. 
hospitable person  n. nibɔkɛkɛnna, see: 

nibɔkɛkɛ ...nɛ; 
 n. yaaikɛnna, see: yaaikɛ. 
hospitable to (be)  vt. nibɔkɛkɛ ...nɛ. 
hospitality  n. nibɔkɛkɛna, see: nibɔkɛkɛ 

...nɛ; 
 n. yaai. 
host  n. bede; 
 n. sisinna, see: sisi2. 
hostile (be) with  vi. ĩisɛ ...do. 
hot  adj. wãa (1). 
hot cinders  n. tɛbugu. 
hot coal  n. tɛyɔ.̃ 
hot season  n. guwãatɛña. 
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hot tempered person  n. pɔsiade, see: pɔsia. 
hot-tempered person  n. pɔpanna, see: 

pɔpana. 
hour  cn. au2; 
 cn. mɔ.̀ 
house  n. kpɛ1́. 
house manager  n. bɛyãkɛkɛnna. 
house rat  n. ɛñkpokona. 
house to house  adv. ɔũ'ɔũ, see: ɔũ1. 
house with corrugated iron roof  n. mɔ ̀

kpɛ,́ see: mɔ.̀ 
household  n. bɛ1; 
 n/adv. ɔũ1. 
household members  n. ɔũdenɔ, see: ɔũ1. 
household servant  n. ɔũ zĩkɛnna, see: ɔũ1. 
householder  n. bede; 
 n. bɛde, see: bɛ1; 
 n. ɔũde, see: ɔũ1. 
hover  vi. bɛ musu, see: bɛ2. 
how?  adv. kpeteba, see: kpete ...i; 
 adv. lá ...i; 
 adv. laba. 
how  cnj. lapɔ (...ba). 
how is it that  ptcl. bi. 
how many?  adv. mɛn ũkpa, see: mɛn. 
how much?  adv. ũkpa. 
how much each?  adv. ũkpa'ũkpa, see: ũkpa. 
however  cnj. esɔ.̃ 
huge  adv. bakasi. 
human being  n. gbɛñɛsĩna. 
humanity  n. gbɛñɛsĩnkɛ, see: gbɛñɛsĩna. 
humble oneself  vt. gĩna busa, see: gĩna. 
humble person  n. gĩnabusanna, see: 

gĩnabusana. 
humbly  adv. mikutɛna, see: mikutɛ ...nɛ. 
humiliate  vi. wɛ'ida ...wa. 
humility  n. gĩnabusana; 

 n. nɛsɛnidɛ. 
hump  n. kɔ̃ɔ́. 
hump infirmity  n. kɔɔ̃kɛ, see: kɔ̃ɔ́. 
hunch  n. kɔ̃ɔ́. 
hunchback  n. kɔɔ̃de, see: kɔ̃ɔ́. 
hunched (be)  vi. kɔɔ̃bo; 
 vi. kɔɔ̃kũ. 
hunched (make)  vt. kɔɔ̃kũ. 
hundredth  aadj. basɔode, see: basɔo. 
hunger  n. nɔa. 
hungry person  n. nɔade, see: nɔa; 
 n. nɔadɛnna. 
hunt  vi. toeka; 
 vt. wɛ1. 
hunter  n. toekanna, see: toeka. 
hunting ground  n. toekakĩi, see: toeka. 
hurriedly  adv. wãawãa, see: wãa. 
hurry  vi. mɛwã; 
 vi. wã (1). 
hurt  adv. ãa1; 
 vi. ũ ...wa; 
 vt. kĩ'ãa; 
 vt. kpa ...di, see: kpa1. 
hurt (be)  vi. kĩ'ãa. 
husband  n. zã.́ 
husk  n. tɛkɛ1. 
hut  n. kuta; 
 n. lakuta. 
hyena  n. mai1. 
hypocrisy  n. munafiki; 
 n. munafikikɛ, see: munafiki. 
hypocrite  n. munafikide, see: munafiki; 
 n. nɛsɛmɛmpiade. 
hypocritical act  n. munafikiyã, see: 

munafiki. 
hypocritical (be)  n. munafikikɛ. 
hyrax  n. gbɛwɛ'ɛña. 

I  -  i 
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ibis  n. bãkpɔbenna. 
Identity copula  ptcl. -ɛ (2). 
idle person  n. bɛbɛmpã. 
idle talk  n. yãbutɛna, see: yãbutɛ. 
idleness  n. pekekɛsai. 
idly  adv. pekekɛsai. 
idol house/temple  n. tãakpɛ. 
idol worshipper  n. tãa zɔbenna, see: tãa. 
idolator  n. tãakɛnna, see: tãakɛna. 
idolatry  n. tãakɛna. 
if  cnj. tó. 
ignite  vi. tɛsɔ ̃...wa. 
ignorance  n. dɔs̃aikɛ, see: dɔ;̃ 
 n. wɛsia; 
 n. wɛsiakɛ, see: wɛsia; 
 n. yãdɔs̃ai, see: yãdɔña. 
ignorant of  post. dɔs̃ai, see: dɔ.̃ 
ignorant person  n. wɛsiade, see: wɛsia. 
ignorantly  adv. dɔs̃ai, see: dɔ.̃ 
ignore  vi. swakpa ...la; 
 vt. kpa swala, see: kpa1. 
ill temper  n. pũtɛ.̃ 
ill tempered person  n. pɔde, see: pɔ3. 
illiterate  n. takadadɔñsai. 
illiterate person  n. kalatudɔs̃aide. 
Illo  n. Io. 
ill/short-tempered person  n. pũtɛd̃e, see: 

pũtɛ.̃ 
ill-temper  n. pɔkũkpã. 
ill-tempered person  n. pɔkũkpãde, see: 

pɔkũkpã. 
illustrate  vi. yãmɔ ...nɛ; 
 vt. yã mɔ ...nɛ, see: yã. 
image  n. bii. 
imitate  vt. dada (2); 
 vt. ɔlɛ sɛ, see: ɔlɛ; 
 vt. yã sɛ ...wa, see: yã. 
imitation  padj. gɛpu. 
imitator  n. dadanna, see: dada. 
immediately  adv. gɔɔ̃; 

 adv. gɔɔ̃gɔɔ̃, see: gɔɔ̃. 
immodest (be)  vt. gĩna mɔ ...nɛ, see: gĩna. 
immoral (be)  vi. gbãsĩkɛ. 
immoral man  n. nɔdãkpanna. 
immoral person  n. dɔnɛ'ĩide; 
 n. gbãsĩkɛnna, see: gbãsĩkɛ; 
 n. gbɛ ̃pãpã, see: gbɛ1̃. 
immoral woman  n. nɔpãapãakɛnna. 
immorality  n. gbãsĩkɛna, see: gbãsĩkɛ. 
impatient person  n. mɛnasaide. 
implicate  vt. da yãu, see: da2. 
impoliteness  n. zaza. 
important  adj. bɛɛ; 
 adj. gbia; 
 adj. zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
important man  n. mae zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: mae. 
impossibility  n. yãzɛsai (2), see: yãzɛ. 
imposter  n. zãmbade, see: zãmba. 
impotence  n. gɔk̃ɛbɔsai, see: gɔk̃ɛbɔ. 
impotent person  n. tɔs̃aide, see: tɔ̃.̀ 
impoverished (be)  vi. takasikɛ. 
impregnate  vi. nɔdɔ ...ũ. 
IMPRF marker  ptcl. da3. 
IMPRF pronoun suffix  ptcl. -da, see: da3. 
IMPRF.CONT marker  ptcl. dakũ. 
IMPRF.CONT pronoun suffix  ptcl. -dakũ, see: 

dakũ. 
imprison  vt. da kpu, see: da2. 
improvement  n. lafana, see: lafa (...nɛ). 
impudence  n. gɛg̃ɛña. 
impudent  adj. gɛg̃ɛñade, see: gɛg̃ɛña. 
impulsive person  n. nɛsɛwãade, see: 

nɛsɛwãa. 
impure  aadj. gbãsĩde, see: gbãsĩ. 
in  post. -lɛ. 
in compound  adv. ɔũu, see: ɔũ1. 
in forest  adv. likpu, see: likpɛ. 
in front of  post. ɛɛ. 
in good health  adv. aafia. 
in groups  adv. gãagãa, see: gãa. 
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in hand/employ of  post. ɔzĩ1. 
in house  adv. kpu. 
in humility  adv. mikutɛna, see: mikutɛ ...nɛ. 
in line  adv. zɛźɛ. 
in order  adv. zɛźɛ. 
in place of  post. gbɛũ. 
in position  post. zɛgbɛũ. 
in rows  adv. dɔɔdɔɔ, see: dɔɔ. 
in secret  adv. asido, see: asi. 
in sixes  num. soododo, see: soodo. 
in that case  ptcl. dà. 
in the bush  adv. lakpɛũ. 
in the event that  vi. su2 (3). 
in the future  adv. zia bàasi, see: zia. 
in the heat of the day  adv. isãtɛ ̃gbãadi, 

see: isã. 
in the last days  adv. gɔɔlakazĩ. 
in the open  adv. wɛdiwɛ. 
in the same place  adv. gudokũ(a). 
in this way  adv. beewa; 
 adv. diba. 
in threes  adv. aakɔ'̃aakɔ,̃ see: aakɔ.̃ 
in throes of (be)  vi. kɔd̃ɛ. 
in uproar (be)  vi. wã (2). 
in vicinity of  ptcl. -zĩ (1), see: zi ̃.́ 
in water  adv. itɛ. 
inappropriate speech  n. lɛfɔtɔ. 
in/at river gallery  n. luũ, see: lu. 
in/by fifteens  adv. gɛõgɛõ, see: gɛõ. 
in/by fours  aadj. siikɔs̃iikɔ,̃ see: siikɔ.̃ 
in/by hundreds  adv. basɔobasɔo, see: 

basɔo. 
in/by sevens  num. soopiapia, see: soopia. 
in/by tens  adv. kwikwi, see: kwi. 
in/by twos  num. piapia, see: pia. 
incense  n. tulaleti. 
incense altar  n. tulaletikpasakĩi. 
incisor  n. saka ligo, see: saka1; 
 n. zaga. 
incite  vi. tɛkpa ...ũ. 

income tax  n. anasa ɔgɔ, see: anasa. 
inconsiderate person  n. yãkansaide, see: 

yãka. 
inconsiderately  adv. yãkasai, see: yãka. 
inconsideration  n. yãkasaikɛ, see: yãka. 
incorrectly  adv. ɔkpɛadi. 
increase  n. lafana, see: lafa (...nɛ); 
 vi. dasikũ; 
 vt. lafa (...nɛ). 
increase power/strength  vt. gbãalafa ...nɛ. 
incubate  vi. kutɛ ...la, see: kutɛ2; 
 vt. pipi. 
indicate  vi. ɔdɔ ...wa (1), see: ɔdɔ. 
indigo  n. usi. 
industrious  aadj. ãiade, see: ãia. 
industriousness  n. ãia. 
industrious/zealous person  n. ãiade, see: 

ãia. 
Inessive postposition  post. -ũ1. 
inexpensive  adj. fàa. 
infect  vi. li ...di, see: li1. 
infected (be)  vt. í ka (...ũ), see: í1. 
infected with sore/boil (be)  vi. bɔɔkɛ. 
inferior  adj. kĩsãna, see: kĩsã ...di; 
 padj. gɛpu. 
inferior (be)  vi. kĩsã ...di. 
infested (be)  vi. kɔkɔka. 
inflame  vi. tɛkpa ...ũ. 
inflamed  padj. fɛk̃pana, see: fɛk̃pa. 
inflamed (be)  vi. fɛk̃pa. 
inflict  vt. kpa ...di, see: kpa1. 
inflict damage on  vi. musekpa ...di. 
inflict pain on  vi. ãakpa ...di. 
infliction  n. kpana, see: kpa1. 
influence  n. sú. 
inform  vi. lɛza ...wa (1). 
in/from the light  adv. gupuaũ, see: gupua. 
inguinal hernia  n. sɔtɔtɛña, see: sɔt̀ɔ. 
inhabitant of land  n. busude, see: bùsu. 
inhabitants of  n. -denɔ, see: -de. 
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inhabitants of country  n. bùsu gbɛñɔ, see: 
bùsu. 

inhabitants of heaven  n. luabɛdenɔ, see: 
luabɛ; 

 n. musudenɔ, see: musu. 
inherit  vi. tubibe. 
inherit property  vt. aizɛkɛ be, see: aizɛkɛ. 
inheritance  n. tubi. 
injection  n. amba. 
injure  vt. kĩ'ãa. 
injured (be)  vi. kĩ'ãa. 
injury  n. gu'ãa. 
injustice  n. yãzɛsai (1), see: yãzɛ. 
in-law  n. ãnzue. 
inn  n. pitakĩi, see: pita. 
inner parts  n. guũ pɔnɔ, see: guũ. 
inn-keeper  n. pitakĩide, see: pita. 
innocence  n. taalisaidekɛ, see: taali. 
innocent person  n. taalisaide, see: taali; 
 n. yãkesaide, see: yãke. 
insane  adj. likaa. 
insect  n. kɔkɔ. 
insert  vt. sɔtɔ ...ũ. 
insert hand into  vi. ɔsɔtɔ ...ũ. 
insert oneself in  vi. sɔtɔ ...ũ. 
inside  n. guũ. 
insight  n. wɛzɛña, see: wɛzɛ;̃ 
 n. wɛzɛỹã, see: wɛzɛ.̃ 
insignificance  n. futankɛ, see: futa. 
insincere person  n. lɛmɛmpiade. 
insist  vi. gigidɔ ...wa. 
insolent person  n. gĩnalafanna. 
inspect  vi. wɛtɛ ...di; 
 vt. gwagwa, see: gwa; 
 vt. taasika. 
inspect area  vt. gu gwa, see: gu. 
inspection  n. taasikana, see: taasika. 
inspector  n. taasikanna, see: taasika; 
 n. wɛtɛndide, see: wɛtɛ ...di. 
instability  n. gbãkɛna, see: gbãkɛ. 

install  vt. kpa1. 
installation  n. kpana, see: kpa1. 
instead of  post. gɛɛ̃. 
instruct  vi. yãda ...nɛ. 
instruction  n. lɛgbɛ; 
 n. ɔtɛñdɔkĩi; 
 n. yãdi(na)nnɛ, see: yãdi1. 
instrument  ptcl. -bɔ. 
instrument of evil  n. vãikɛbɔ, see: vãikɛ. 
instrument of venting anger  n. 

pɔkũkpãbobobɔ. 
insult  n. sɔs̃ɔña, see: sɔs̃ɔ;̃ 
 vt. sɔs̃ɔ.̃ 
integrity  n. nɛsɛmaa. 
intelligence  n. wɛzɛ.̃ 
intercede for  vt. zɛ ́la ...nɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
intercept  vt. gu zɔ ̃...nɛ, see: gu. 
intercourse with woman (have)  vt. nɔ 

dãkpa, see: nɔ. 
interest bearing (money)  aadj. nɛ'i(na), see: 

nɛ'i. 
interfere  vi. ka ...di, see: ka. 
interior  n. guũ. 
interior room  n. kpɛ'ɛɛ. 
interrogate  vi. yãlala ...wa, see: yãla ...wa. 
interrogation  n. yãlalana, see: yãla ...wa. 
interrogative particle expressing doubt 

 ptcl. yá mɔɔɔ, see: ya3. 
intestine  n. nɔna (1). 
into open  adv. baawa (1), see: baa2. 
into the light/open  adv. gupuawa, see: 

gupua. 
intoxicated by beer (be)  vt. wɛ ̃... dɛ, see: 

wɛ1̃. 
intrude on  vi. gɛ ̃...di, see: gɛ.̃ 
invisible force  n. kɔ2 (2). 
invite  vi. wɛz̃ĩkpa ...nɛ; 
 vt. sisi2 (1). 
invocation  n. sa. 
invoke  vi. sa'o ...wa. 
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involve  vt. da yãu, see: da2. 
iron  n. mɔ;̀ 
 n. mɔsia, see: mɔ.̀ 
irrigate  vt. í ka ...nɛ, see: í1. 
is it not so?  ptcl. -n doo, see: -n. 
island  n. bùsu pɔ teku likadi, see: bùsu. 
Israel  n. Isila'ila. 
Issa  n. Yesu. 

it is not  ptcl. -ndo. 
it so happened  cnj. à mɔ ̀à lè, see: à1. 
itch  n. uka (2). 
itch producing  aadj. ukade, see: uka. 
itchy weed species  n. sãndua. 
itinerant trader  n. ɛtɛnɛ, see: ɛtɛ1. 
ivory  n. wisa saka, see: wisa. 

J  -  j 
 
jacana  n. ko'itɛpɔ. 
jar  n. bɛlla. 
jaundice  n. busɛb̃u. 
jaw  n. gbako wá, see: gbako. 
jealous/envious of (be)  vt. gũakpa ...do. 
jealousy  n. gũakpana, see: gũakpa ...do; 
 n. nɛsɛgũa. 
Jesus  n. Yesu. 
jet black  aadj. nikiniki(na); 
 adv. sii kusii, see: sii1. 
jewellery  n. nɔmaabebɔ. 
join  vi. na kɔw̃a, see: na2; 
 vi. pɛ ...wa, see: pɛ3; 
 vt. nana ...wa, see: na2. 
join together  vi. nana kɔw̃a, see: na2; 
 vi. pɛ kɔl̃ɛ, see: pɛ3. 
join up  vi. pɛkɛ ...wa. 
joined  padj. pɛna, see: pɛ3; 
 padj. pɛkɛna, see: pɛkɛ ...wa. 
joined (be)  vi. nana ...wa, see: na2. 
joined together (be)  vt. pɛ kɔw̃a, see: pɛ3. 
joint  n. gudɔkĩi; 
 n. gupɛkɛkĩi; 
 n. pɛkĩi, see: pɛ3. 
journey  n. tá; 

 n. wɛt̃ɛgɛna. 
joy  n. pɔnna. 
judge  n. yãkɛkɛnna, see: yãkɛkɛ ...do; 
 vi. yãkɛkɛ ...nɛ, see: yãkɛkɛ ...do; 
 vt. e (2). 
judge someone  vt. yãkɛkɛ ...do. 
judgment  n. taalilena; 
 n. yãkɛkɛna, see: yãkɛkɛ ...do; 
 n. yãzɛ. 
judgment day  n/adv. yãkɛkɛgɔɔ, see: yãkɛkɛ 

...do. 
juice  n. í1 (1). 
jump  vi. vĩ3 (1). 
jump about  vi. vĩvĩ, see: vĩ3. 
jump up  vi. vĩ ... pɛtɛ, see: vĩ3. 
jumping  n. vĩvĩna, see: vĩ3. 
just  adj. susu. 
just a little  padj. fĩɔũ, see: fĩɔna. 
just as  cnj. lapɔ (...ba). 
justice  n. yãzɛde, see: yãzɛ; 
 n. yãzɛdekɛ, see: yãzɛ; 
 n. yãzɛdekɛna, see: yãzɛdekɛ. 
justify  vt. sĩana kpa ...wa, see: sĩana; 
 vt. yã nna kpa ...wa, see: yã. 
justify oneself  vt. gĩna kɛkɛ, see: gĩna. 

K  -  k 
 
kapok  n. gbɛ.́ 
kapok (fibre)  n. gbɛti. 

keep  vt. kũna, see: kũ2. 
keep/hide a secret  vt. asi ta, see: asi. 
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kernel  n. wɛ2 (2). 
kerosene  n. kalanzini. 
kerosene tin  n. galua. 
key  n. kpɛlɛkabɔnɛ, see: kpɛ(lɛ)kabɔ. 
kick  n. te; 
 vt. pá tedo, see: pa2; 
 vt. zɔ ̃kũ gbado, see: zɔ.̃ 
kid  n. benɛ, see: bè. 
kidney  n. goe. 
kill  vt. dɛ. 
kill (many)  vt. dɛdɛ, see: dɛ. 
kill person  vt. gbɛ ̃dɛ, see: gbɛ1̃. 
kilogram  cn. kilo. 
kilometer  cn. kilo. 
kind  n. bii; 
 n. bui (1). 
kind (be)  vi. maakɛ; 
 vi. yãmaakɛ (...nɛ). 
kind to (be)  vi. gbɛñɛsĩnkɛkɛ ...nɛ. 
kind/gracious person  n. gbɛñɛsĩnkɛnnɛde, 

see: gbɛñɛsĩnkɛkɛ ...nɛ. 
kindle fire  vt. tɛ ka, see: tɛ. 
kindness  n. gbɛñɛsĩnkɛkɛna(nnɛ), see: 

gbɛñɛsĩnkɛkɛ ...nɛ; 
 n. maakɛna, see: maakɛ; 
 n. nɛsɛmaa. 
king  n. kia1. 
kingdom  n. kpata (1). 

king's bodyguard  n. dogali. 
kingship  n. kpatadekɛ, see: kpata. 
kiss  n. lɛpɛna, see: lɛpɛ ...wa; 
 vi. lɛpɛ ...wa. 
kitchen  n/adv. pɔbenakɛkĩi. 
knead  vt. toto1 (1). 
knead bread  vt. bulodi zɔ,̃ see: bulodi. 
knead dough  vt. flawa dɛ, see: flawa. 
knee  n. gbá koso, see: gbá; 
 n. koso. 
knee-cap  n. gbá koso mì, see: gbá. 
kneel  vi. kosokutɛ ...nɛ. 
knife  n. fɛña. 
knife blade (without handle)  n. wɛtɛ.̃ 
knock down  vt. gboo. 
knock on door  vt. kpɛlɛ lɛ, see: kpɛlɛ. 
knot  n. kũnu. 
knot in wood  n. lí sɔ̃,̀ see: lí. 
know  vt. dɔ.̃ 
know something  vt. yã dɔ,̃ see: yã. 
know-how  n. wãnkɛna, see: wãnkɛ. 
knowledgable person  n. dɔñna, see: dɔ.̃ 
knowledge  n. dɔña, see: dɔ;̃ 
 n. yãdɔña. 
knuckle  n. ɔkɔtɔna. 
Kob antelope  n. tue. 
Kyanga  n. Kɛñga. 

L  -  l 
 
label  n. lamba. 
labouring  aadj. zĩkɛnna, see: zĩkɛ. 
lace (of shoe)  n. niba. 
lack  n. pɔkĩsãmma; 
 vi. kĩsã ...wa, see: kĩsã ...di. 
lack of agreement/discussion/planning  n. 

lɛdokũsai, see: lɛdokũ. 
lack of discernment  n. yãzɛdɔs̃ai, see: 

yãzɛdɔña. 

lack of faith  n. luanaaikɛsai. 
lack of leaders  n. ɛɛdesai, see: ɛɛdekɛ(yã). 
lack of leadership  n. dɔn'ɛɛdesai, see: 

dɔn'ɛɛde. 
lack of wisdom  n. ɔñɔkĩsãmma. 
lacking  adj. kĩsãna, see: kĩsã ...di. 
lacking in population  aadj. gbɛs̃aide, see: 

gbɛ1̃. 
ladder  n. dɔg̃aa. 
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ladle  n. gɔm̃ɔna. 
lagoon  n. gulokotoko. 
lake  n. ida; 
 n. isida, see: isi1. 
lamb  n. sãnɛ, see: sã. 
lame (leg)  aadj. imina, see: imi. 
lame person  n. ɛɛ́. 
lamp  n. fitia. 
lamp snuffer  n. fitiadɛbɔ. 
lampstand  n. fitiadibɔ. 
land  n. bùsu. 
land for cultivation  n. bugbɛ. 
land (in contrast to water)  n. sĩsĩ1. 
land on  vi. kutɛ ...wa, see: kutɛ2. 
language  n. buiyã, see: bui; 
 n. yã. 
Lannea tree  n. baka3. 
lap  n. pɔtɛ. 
large  adj. gbɛt̃ɛ;̃ 
 adj. zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
large anthill  n. zɛso. 
large gourd  n. sitaa. 
large hoe  n. koto2. 
large locust  n. kwa gulungulun, see: kwa. 
large open basket  n. kɔndo. 
large river gallery fig tree  n. gotɛ.̃ 
large rock  n. gbɛsi, see: gbɛ.̀ 
large spoon  n. tibi zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: tibi. 
large tree species  n. gbata si, see: gbata1; 
 n. swagbata. 
large/main river  n. swada, see: swa. 
last  adj. zãdi; 
 adv. gbɛzã; 
 n/aadj. gbɛzãde, see: gbɛzã. 
last year  adv. muyãa. 
late  adv. gbɛzã; 
 adv. zãdi. 
late afternoon  n/adv. ɔkɔsi. 
later  adv. saanɛ. 
latrine  adv. gbɔp̃akĩa, see: gbɔp̃a; 

 n. gbɔp̃akĩi, see: gbɔp̃a. 
laugh  vi. yaadɔ. 
laugh at  vt. yaadɔ. 
laughing dove  n. fedetɛña. 
laughing stock  n. yaadɔbɔ, see: yaadɔ. 
laughter  n. yaadɔna, see: yaadɔ. 
laundry blue  n. bulu. 
law  n. iko; 
 n. ikoyã. 
law observance  n. ikoyãkana. 
law of Moses  n. Ataula. 
law-abiding  aadj. ikoyãkanna, see: 

ikoyãkana. 
lawbreaker  n. ikoyãkansai, see: 

ikoyãkana. 
law-enforcer  n. ikoyãdinna. 
lawful (be)  vt. zɛ ́vĩ, see: zɛ.́ 
lawless person  n. ikoyãkansai, see: 

ikoyãkana. 
lawmaker  n. ikoyãdinna. 
lay chage  vt. kaala kɛ, see: kaala. 
lay down  vt. di2 (1); 
 vt. wutɛ (1). 
lay down law  vt. iko da ...nɛ, see: iko. 
lay egg  vi. gbeda. 
lay foundation  vi. gbɛ ̀kpatɛ, see: gbɛ.̀ 
lay hand on  vi. ɔna ...wa. 
lay siege to  vi. koelɛ ...di. 
laziness  n. gbɛg̃biakɛ; 
 n. ma'ãa. 
lazy (be)  vi. ma'ãa vĩ, see: ma'ãa; 
 vt. gbɛ̃ ̀gbia kɛ, see: gbɛ̃.̀ 
lazy person  n. ma'ãade, see: ma'ãa. 
lead  vi. dɔ (...nɛ) ɛɛ, see: dɔ1; 
 vi. gɛ ̃(...nɛ) ɛɛ, see: gɛ.̃ 
lead (metal)  n. dalama. 
leader  n. dɔn'ɛɛde; 
 n. ɛɛde, see: ɛɛ; 
 n. gbɛ ̃zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: gbɛ1̃; 
 n. gɛ'̃ɛɛde; 
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 n. mide, see: mì. 
leadership  n. dɔn'ɛɛdekɛ, see: dɔn'ɛɛde; 
 n. ɛɛdekɛ(yã). 
leaf  n. lá2. 
leaf eating locust  n. kwa labe, see: kwa. 
leafy plant  n. lá2. 
leak  vi. butɛ; 
 vi. gɛ baasi, see: gɛ; 
 vi. í ... butɛ, see: í1. 
lean  vi. yɛk̃ɛtɛkɛ. 
lean against  vi. na ... sɛɛ (2), see: na2. 
lean on  vi. gbãale ...wa, see: gbãale; 
 vi. gbãata ...wa. 
lean on elbow  vi. gɛngɛsɛkɛ. 
learn  vi. yãdada; 
 vt. dada (1). 
learned person  n. yãdɔñna, see: yãdɔña. 
learner  n. dadanna, see: dada; 
 n. yãdadanna, see: yãdada. 
learning  n. yãdadana, see: yãdada; 
 n. yãdɔña. 
least (be)  vi. kĩsã ...di. 
leather loincloth  n. fata. 
leather whip for donkey  n. kpi. 
leave  vi. go; 
 vi. go ..nɛ, see: go; 
 vt. kɛ ̃(1); 
 vt. to. 
leave the world  vt. ãnua to, see: ãnua. 
leaven  n. pɔsɛ'ɛzɛ. 
leech  n. todo. 
leer at  vi. wakanɔnɔ ...di. 
left hand  n. ɔzɛngɛ. 
left-handed  n/aadj. ɔzɛngɛde, see: ɔzɛngɛ. 
leftovers  n. kɔɔ̃nɔ, see: kɔɔ̃. 
leg  n. gbá (1). 
lend  vt. aukɛ; 
 vt. bo ...nɛ, see: bo2. 
lend (money)  vt. sĩkã ...nɛ. 
lend to  vi. aukɛ ...nɛ, see: aukɛ. 

lender  n. pɔsĩkãnna. 
length  n. gbãá. 
length of time  n. gɔɔpia. 
lengthen  vi. gbãákũ. 
leopard  n. gbɛkana. 
leper  n. kusugyãde; 
 n. ɔkusude. 
leprosy  n. kusu. 
less one  num. dosai, see: do. 
less three (ordinal)  num. wɛɛ'aakɔs̃aide, see: 

wɛɛ'aakɔ.̃ 
let  vi. we ...di/do. 
let down  vt. gbɛɛ (...wa). 
level  padj. kpakĩna, see: kpakĩ; 
 padj. sɛlɛlɛ. 
level (be)  vi. kpakĩ. 
leven  n. bulodifɛtɛ'ɛzɛ; 
 n. flawa ɛzɛ, see: flawa. 
liar  n. ɛkɛde, see: ɛkɛ. 
libation  n. sa'o'i. 
Libyan striped weasel  n. teelaa. 
lick  vt. suta. 
lick hand  vi. ɔsuta. 
licking hand  n. ɔsutana, see: ɔsuta. 
lid  n. nɛ ́(3). 
lie  n. ɛkɛ; 
 n. ɛkɛyã, see: ɛkɛ; 
 vi. ɛkɛto (...nɛ). 
lie around (many)  vi. katɛ. 
lie dow (many)  vi. wutɛwutɛ, see: wutɛ. 
lie down  vi. wutɛ. 
lie in wait for  vt. dãdã, see: dã.́ 
life  n. unde. 
lifetime  n. undegɔɔ, see: unde. 
lift eyes  vi. wɛsɛ. 
lift foot  vi. gbasɛ. 
lift up  vt. sɛ musu, see: sɛ. 
lift up voice  vi. lɛdɔ (...wa). 
ligament  n. kĩi2. 
light  aadj. futana, see: futa; 
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 n. fitia; 
 n. gupua; 
 padj. futa; 
 vt. na2 (1). 
light (become)  vi. futankũ. 
light brown  padj. tɛ ̃faa, see: -tɛ.̃ 
light bulb  n. fitia gbe, see: fitia. 
light lamp  vt. fitia na, see: fitia. 
lightbearer  n. pɔ gupuakũnna, see: pɔ1. 
light-bearer  n. gupuakũnna, see: gupuakũ 

(...nɛ). 
lighten  vt. pu. 
lightning  n. legũyɛm̃ɛkɛna; 
 n. yɛm̃ɛkɛna, see: yɛm̃ɛkɛ. 
like  post. -ba. 
like (be)  vi. dɛ ...ba. 
like that  adv. maka. 
like (with factual clause)  cnj. lapɔ (...ba). 
like (with simile Noun Phrase)  cnj. landɔ ̃

...ba. 
like-minded people  n. puiãdokũdenɔ. 
like-minded with (be)  vi. nɛsɛdokũkɛ ...do. 
like-mindedness  n. nɛsɛdokũkɛna, see: 

nɛsɛdokũkɛ ...do. 
lily-trotter  n. ko'itɛpɔ. 
lime  n. lɛmuu; 
 n. lɛmuu kũkpã, see: lɛmuu. 
limit  n. zɛkĩi, see: zɛ. 
limited  padj. kaso2. 
limp  vi. tɔɔ̃tɛ. 
line  cn. dɔɔ; 
 n. dɔɔ. 
lion  n. nɔbɔmusu(na). 
lip  n. lɛbaa. 
liquid gold  n. zĩnali'i. 
listen to  vi. swadɔ ...di; 
 vi. yãma ...wa. 
listening  n. yãmana, see: yãma ...wa. 
lit  adv. nana, see: na2. 

literate person  n. kalatukɛnna, see: 
kalatukɛ. 

litre  cn. lita. 
little by little  adv. fĩɔũfĩɔũ, see: fĩɔna. 
little finger  n. ɔnɛzã. 
live  vi. ku; 
 vi. undekɛ. 
live comfortably  vi. í nna ma, see: í1. 
liver  — pɔ3. 
living  aadj. undede, see: unde. 
living person  n. undede, see: unde. 
load  n. aso. 
locals  n. bedenɔ, see: bede. 
lock  n. kpɛ(lɛ)kabɔ. 
lock door  vt. kpɛlɛ ka, see: kpɛlɛ. 
locust  n. kwa. 
locust bean tree beans  n. kpaa. 
locust bean water  n. kpa'i. 
locust-bean mustard  n. kpoo. 
loins  n. wó; 
 n. wolɛ. 
lonely  aadj. gbɛñdo. 
long  adj. gbãá. 
long ago  adv. yãayãa, see: yãa. 
long grass species  n. gɛñta (1); 
 n. kasapu. 
long grass species used for thatching  n. 

sɛp̃u, see: sɛ.̃ 
long necked gourd  n. zɔ2̀. 
long term deep ulcer  n. fɔñna. 
long time  n. gikɛna, see: gikɛ1. 
long-suffering  n. mɛnafɔña. 
look  vi. wɛnkpɛtɛ. 
look after  vt. gwa. 
look around  vt. gu gwa, see: gu. 
look (at)  vi. wɛdɔ (...wa). 
look at  vt. gwa. 
look at carefully  vi. ɔya ...ũ. 
look away  vi. wɛzu. 
look for  vt. wɛtɛ. 
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look for a woman for sex  vt. nɔ wɛtɛ (2), 
see: nɔ. 

look for way  vt. zɛ ́wɛtɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
look in on  vi. wɛnkpɛtɛ ...di, see: wɛnkpɛtɛ. 
look sad/downcast  vi. ɔũsisi. 
loose  adv. degedege. 
loose colour  vi. í ... kɔtɛ, see: í1. 
loosen  vt. poto. 
loot  n. zĩbepɔnɔ. 
lord  n. deke; 
 n. zɔde, see: zɔ1̀. 
lord it over  vi. gbãamɔ ...nɛ. 
lose  vi. kaa ...di; 
 vi. zukãa ...wa, see: zukãa. 
lose desire for  vi. ni ... go ...wa, see: ni1. 
lose weight  vi. imimi. 
loss of vitality (have)  vi. mɛbaasi kɛ 

mukãa, see: mɛbaasi. 
lost (be)  vi. sãtɛ; 
 vi. zukãa. 
lot  n. luangba. 
loudly  adv. gbãagbãa, see: gbãa1. 
loud-mouthed person  n. yãagbãa'onna; 
 n/aadj. lɛde, see: lɛ1́. 
lounger  n. bɛbɛmpã. 
louse  n. sàa. 

love  n. yindi, see: yi ...di; 
 vi. yi ...di. 
love one another  vi. yi kɔd̃i, see: yi ...di. 
loveless  n. nɛsɛsaide, see: nɛsɛ. 
lover of money  n. ɔgɔyindide. 
loving  n. yina, see: yi ...di. 
low  adj. konna1. 
lower  vt. pita; 
 vt. sitɛ. 
lower back  n. wopɛkĩi. 
lower buttocks  n. gbɛ'̃u. 
lower leg  n. gbasabona. 
lower stomach  n. pɔtɛ zĩtɛ, see: pɔtɛ. 
lowest  adj. kĩsãna, see: kĩsã ...di. 
luck  n. minna. 
lucky/fortunate person  n. minnade, see: 

minna. 
lump  n. gbee. 
lunch  n. pɔbena fãatɛ,̃ see: pɔbe. 
lung  n. fuka. 
lust after  vt. bĩikɛ. 
luxury  n. innama(na), see: innama. 
luxury item  n. innamabebɔ. 
lying down  padj. wutɛna, see: wutɛ. 
lymph  n. isee. 

M  -  m 
 
machine  n. mashĩn(i). 
madam  n. naa. 
madman  n. bãnde; 
 n. ɛñide, see: ɛñi. 
maggot  n. nɔbɔ kɔkɔ, see: nɔbɔ. 
maggot that enters body through skin  n. 

kɔkɔbui. 
magic  n. dabodabo. 
magical/medical art  n. ɛzɛdekɛ, see: ɛzɛ. 
magician  n. dabodabokɛnna; 
 n. walina. 

main town  n. bĩida, see: bĩi2. 
maintainer  n. kũnna, see: kũ2. 
maise  n. maise. 
maize  n. kologoi. 
maize cob  n. kologoi sà, see: kologoi. 
majesty  n. kiakɛgakwi. 
majority  aadj. paida, see: pai. 
make  vt. kɛ. 
make a racket  vi. zɔkadɔ. 
make acute (hearing)  vt. innakũ. 
make agreement  vi. lɛkɛdokɛ. 
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make apology  vi. gaafaakɛ ...nɛ. 
make bricks  vt. kũkũna bo, see: kũkũna. 
make contribution  vt. dadakɔñɛ kɛ, see: 

dadakɔñɛ. 
make design on  vi. wãsãkɛ ̃...wa. 
make drip  vt. tɔ.̃ 
make dumb  vt. nɛna natɛ, see: nɛna1. 
make effort  vi. kokaikɛ; 
 vt. ãiakɛ, see: ãia. 
make enemies with  vi. ibɛtɛsɛ ...do. 
make exchange  vt. lenkpa kɛ, see: lenkpa. 
make fist  vi. ɔkutukpa. 
make foundation for granary  vt. dɔ̃ ̀kpatɛ, 

see: dɔ̃.̀ 
make fun of  vt. kɛ pɔnɔpɔnɔ, see: kɛ. 
make heap of  vt. gbɛzɛ kɛ, see: gbɛzɛ. 
make hot  vi. wã ...wa, see: wã. 
make increase  vi. lafana le (...nɛ), see: 

lafa (...nɛ). 
make mess  vt. gu yɔk̃pa, see: gu. 
make mistake  vi. sãsã. 
make noise  vi. kɔf̃ĩkɛ. 
make obsolete  vt. zibo. 
make offering  vt. saana kɛ, see: saana2. 
make oneself equal with  vi. gĩna kɛ sa 

...do, see: gĩna. 
make plan  vi. yãsɛ (1). 
make pot  vt. oo bo, see: oo. 
make problem for  vt. yã ãa kɛ ...nɛ, see: 

yã. 
make provisions for  vt. kũsĩa kɛ ...nɛ, see: 

kũsĩa. 
make ready  vt. sookɛ. 
make ridges (for planting)  vt. bu ba, see: 

bu. 
make sit  vt. zĩtɛ1. 
make something  vt. pɔ kɛ, see: pɔ1. 
make sound  vi. ɔd́ɔ. 
make stubborn  vt. swagbãakũ. 
make taboo of  vi. tɛk̃ɛ. 

make taboo of something for someone  vi. 
tɛb̃o ...nɛ. 

make trouble  vt. gudɛ kɛ, see: gudɛ. 
make vigil  vi. itɛk̃ɛ. 
make vow  vt. lɛda sɛ, see: lɛda ...nɛ. 
make vow/oath to  vi. lɛdasɛ ...wa. 
make/give sign (to)  vt. seeda kɛ ...nɛ, see: 

seeda. 
make/prepare way for  vt. zɛ ́kɛ(kɛ) ...nɛ, 

see: zɛ.́ 
maker  n. pɔkɛnna, see: pɔkɛna. 
malaria  n. sikona mɛwãade, see: sikona1. 
male  adj. sà3. 
male bravado  n. nɔgɔñkɛyã, see: nɔgɔña. 
male donkey  n. faagasa, see: faaga. 
male organ  n. gɔk̃ɛbɔ; 
 n. nɔgɔñkɛbɔ, see: nɔgɔña. 
malice  n. nɛsɛpãsĩ; 
 n. nɛsɛvãi; 
 n. pɔsia; 
 n. wɛkanakɔñɛ, see: wɛka ...nɛ. 
malicious (feel)  vi. pɔ ... si, see: pɔ3. 
malicious person  n. nɛsɛpãsĩde, see: 

nɛsɛpãsĩ. 
mallard  n. kuti kwaakwaa, see: kuti. 
man  n. gɔ1̃; 
 n. nɔgɔña. 
man around 40 years  n. ausu gbãa, see: 

ausu. 
man of peace  n. aafiade, see: aafia. 
man with one wife  n. namɛndode. 
Mandingo cola  n. foto1. 
mane  n. lilo. 
mango  n. mangolo. 
manhood  n. nɔgɔñkɛ, see: nɔgɔña. 
manioc  n. gbɛ'a. 
mankind  n. gbɛñɛsĩna. 
manly strength  n. gɔs̃agbãakɛ, see: 

gɔ(̃sa)gbãa. 
manufacture goods  vt. pɔ kɛ, see: pɔ1. 
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manufacturer  n. pɔkɛnna, see: pɔkɛna. 
manure heap  n. zugbɔk̃akaakĩi. 
many  adj. dasi; 
 adv. zai1. 
marabou thorn  n. lɛmba pua, see: lɛmba. 
march  vi. ta'o. 
mare  n. sɔd̃a, see: sɔ̃.́ 
mark  n. wãsã. 
mark out boundary  vt. kɔɔlɛ bo, see: kɔɔlɛ. 
market  n. ɛtɛ1. 
marriage  n. nɔsɛ(na), see: nɔsɛ; 
 n. zãkɛna, see: zãkɛ. 
married (woman)  aadj. zãde, see: zã.́ 
married woman  n. nɔ zãde, see: nɔ. 
marrow  n. bɔḱɔ. 
marry (a husband)  vi. zãkɛ. 
marry (a wife)  vi. nɔsɛ. 
marry as secondary wife  vt. mɛsɛ di ...nɛo, 

see: mɛsɛ. 
marsh  n. dãna. 
marsh cane-rat  n. ɛñda. 
marsh mongoose  n. kɔs̃i, see: kɔ̃.̀ 
martial eagle  n. kúu. 
marvel  n. daboyã. 
mashed yam  n. tɔtɔ. 
massage  vt. toto1 (1). 
massage skin after injection  vt. tuka (2). 
master  n. zɔde, see: zɔ1̀. 
mat  n. pɛ.̀ 
matchet  n. ada. 
mate  vi. kpakpa'o. 
material  n. kɛbɔ, see: kɛ. 
matter  n. yã (2). 
matter of the heart  n. nɛsɛyã, see: nɛsɛ. 
mature  adj. kasa3; 
 adj. zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
mature (be)  vi. kasakũ. 
mature man  n. mae zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: mae; 
 sn. mae. 

mature (person)  aadj. kasakũna, see: 
kasakũ. 

mature ram  n. sãsakalo. 
mauled  ideo. yàkayaka, see: yákayaka. 
me alone  pro. ma do, see: ma1. 
mean  adj. pãsĩ. 
mean (be)  vi. pãsĩkɛ (...nɛ). 
meaning  n. gbá (2); 
 n. yaase (2). 
meaningless (dream)  adj. bɛlɛkɛtɛ. 
means of doing good  n. yãmaakɛbɔ, see: 

yãmaakɛ (...nɛ). 
means of support  n. pɔbekĩi, see: pɔbe. 
measure  cn. lɛ2́; 
 n. zaka1; 
 vt. yɔ3̃. 
measuring instrument  n. pɔyɔb̃ɔ. 
meat  n. nɔbɔ (2). 
meatless (soup)  aadj. nɔbɔsai, see: nɔbɔ. 
meddle  vi. gudɛ. 
meddler  n. gudɛnna, see: gudɛ. 
meddling  n. gudɛ; 
 n. gudɛyã, see: gudɛ. 
mediate  vi. yãfɛf̃ɛk̃ɛ. 
mediator  n. yãfɛf̃ɛk̃ɛnna, see: yãfɛf̃ɛk̃ɛ. 
medication  n. aafialebɔ, see: aafiale. 
medicine  n. ɛzɛ (2). 
medicine man n. ɛzɛde, see: ɛzɛ. 
meekness  n. nɛsɛnidɛ. 
meet  vi. da ...lɛ, see: da2; 
 vi. kpakĩ. 
meet by accident  vi. kpa ...la, see: kpa1. 
meeting  n. kanakɔũ, see: ka; 
 n. kɔ ̃kakaa (...do), see: kɔ1̃; 
 n. kɔk̃akaana, see: kɔk̃akaakĩi; 
 n. kpakĩna, see: kpakĩ. 
meeting place  n. kakaakĩi, see: kakaa. 
meeting room/house  n. kpakĩkpɛ. 
melt  vi. yɔ2; 
 vt. yɔ2. 
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member of same  aadj. dokũde, see: dokũ. 
memorial  n. yãdɔũbɔ, see: yãdɔ ...ũ. 
memorial stone  n. yãdɔũgbɛ. 
mend  vt. kɛkɛ (3); 
 vt. nai. 
menstruate  vi. ɔkũkɛ. 
menstruation  n. ɔkũna. 
merciful person  n. suude, see: suu. 
merciless person  n. wɛwɛñdasaide, see: 

wɛwɛñda. 
mercy  n. mɛna; 
 n. suu. 
message  n. lɛgbɛ í, see: lɛgbɛ; 
 n. lɛkpɛlɛ. 
message of salvation  n. suabayã, see: 

suaba. 
messenger  n. zĩnna (2), see: zĩ (...wa). 
Messiah  n. Almasihu; 
 n. Masihu; 
 sn. Kilisi. 
Messiaship  n. Masihukɛ, see: Masihu. 
metal  n. mɔ.̀ 
metal helmut  n. mɔfua. 
metal pot  n. mɔ ̀oo, see: mɔ.̀ 
metal thing  adj. mɔ ̀pɔ, see: mɔ.̀ 
meteorite  n. luamɔko; 
 n. Musude mɔko, see: musu. 
microphone  n. yã'obɔ, see: yã'o (...nɛ). 
midday  n/adv. fãatɛ.̃ 
midday meal  n. pɔbena fãatɛ,̃ see: pɔbe. 
middle  n. guũ. 
middle finger  n. ɔnɛguguaũ. 
middle of night  n. waido. 
midnight  n. waido. 
midrib of palm frond  n. gaa. 
midwife  n. nɔgbɛ ̃nɛ'inna, see: nɔgbɛ.̃ 
might  n. gbãakɛ, see: gbãa1; 
 vi. e. 
mighty  adj. gbãa1. 
mild (sun)  adj. nɛgɛnɛgɛ. 

milk  n. vĩ4. 
milk (cow)  vt. vĩ yo, see: vĩ4; 
 vt. yo (...wa). 
mill  n. kũgbɛ. 
millet  n. wea. 
millet varieties including sorghum  n. ese. 
million  num. miliɔ.̃ 
millipede  n. kãngwe. 
millstone  n. wititilɔgbɛ. 
mind  n. laasoona. 
minus (a number)  ptcl. -sai (2), see: sai. 
minus five  num. sɔosai, see: sɔo. 
minus four  num. siikɔs̃ai, see: siikɔ.̃ 
minus one  num. mɛndosai, see: mɛndo. 
minus three  num. aakɔs̃ai, see: aakɔ.̃ 
minus two  aadj. piasaide, see: pia; 
 num. piasai, see: pia. 
minute  n. minti. 
miracle  n. dabodabo; 
 n. yãbonsɛɛ; 
 n. yãbonsɛɛkɛna; 
 n. yãdonadona; 
 n. yãdonadonakɛna. 
miracle/wonder/magic (do)  vt. dabodabo 

kɛ, see: dabodabo. 
miracle-worker  n. yãbonsɛɛkɛnna, see: 

yãbonsɛɛkɛna; 
 n. yãdonadonakɛnna, see: 

yãdonadonakɛna. 
mirror  n. digi. 
miscarriage (have)  vi. nɔ ̀butɛ, see: nɔ.̀ 
mischief  n. daa'ĩi. 
mischievous  n/aadj. daa'ĩide, see: daa'ĩi. 
mischievous (be)  vi. daa'ĩikɛ. 
miser  n. wɛlagade, see: wɛlaga. 
misfortune  n. muse. 
miss  vi. kaa ...di; 
 vi. zã ...wa. 
miss (person)  vi. nidɛ2. 
mist  n. buuda (2). 
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mistake  n. sãsãna, see: sãsã. 
mistreat  vt. wɛtɛã mɔ ...nɛ, see: wɛtɛã. 
mistreat because of envy  vt. wɛka ...nɛ. 
mistreatment  n. wɛtɛã, see: wɛ2. 
mistress  n. zɔde, see: zɔ1̀. 
misunderstanding'  n. kɔỹãmasai, see: 

kɔỹãmana. 
mitacle/wonder (do)  vt. yãbonsɛɛ kɛ, see: 

yãbonsɛɛ. 
mix  vt. ya kɔũ, see: ya1. 
mix together  vt. kakaa kɔũ, see: kakaa. 
mixed  aadj. yakɔũna, see: ya1; 
 padj. yana kɔũ, see: ya1. 
mixed red/brown colours  padj. 

tɛk̃palakpala. 
moan  vt. aau vĩ, see: aau. 
moaning  n. aau. 
mock  vi. fionaga (...wa); 
 vt. atafiikɛ; 
 vt. gbɛ ̃yaa, see: gbɛ1̃; 
 vt. kɛ pɔnɔpɔnɔ, see: kɛ; 
 vt. yaadɔ. 
mocker  n. atafiikɛnna, see: atafiikɛ; 
 n. fionaganna, see: fionaga 

(...wa); 
 n. gbɛỹaadɔnna. 
mockery  adv. pɔnɔpɔnɔ; 
 n. atafii. 
moderate  vt. wee ...wa, see: wee. 
moist (be)  vt. musɛ vĩ, see: musɛ. 
moisten  vt. nini. 
moisture  n. musɛ. 
molar  n. gbagba; 
 n. saka gbagba, see: saka1. 
mole cricket  n. vɛñtikina. 
molten silver  n. suluva'i. 
monarch  n. kpatabenna, see: kpatabe. 
money  n. ɔgɔ. 
money collection box  n. ɔgɔsikĩi. 

money given to witnesses as form of receipt 
 n. laada. 

money making scheme  n. ɔgɔwɛtɛzɛ. 
moneychanger  n. ɔgɔlenkpanna. 
money-lender  n. ɔgɔsĩkãnna. 
money/tax collector  n. ɔgɔsinna, see: 

ɔgɔsikĩi. 
mongoose  n. kɔ̃.̀ 
monkey  n. we2. 
monkey ball tree  n. bisi. 
month  cn. mɔ1. 
moon  n. mɔ1. 
moonlight  n. mɔ fua, see: mɔ1. 
more than  post. -la. 
more than (be)  vi. dɛ ...la, see: dɛ ...ba. 
morning  n/adv. kɔnkɔ. 
morning star  n. nɔbɔnɔ imi saana, see: 

nɔbɔ. 
morsel  n. lɔma. 
mortar  n. gó. 
mosque  n. losisikpɛ; 
 n. wobikɛkpɛ. 
mosquito  n. mɔśɔna. 
most  aadj. daside, see: dasi. 
Most High  n. Musude, see: musu. 
mother  sn. da1. 
mother (biological)  n. da'ina. 
mother-in-law  n. ãnzue nɔgbɛ,̃ see: ãnzue. 
motorbike  n. fãnda; 
 n. mashĩn(i). 
mouldy (become)  vi. fũfũkpa. 
moult  vi. kãwotokɛ. 
mountain  n. gbɛsĩsĩ. 
mountainous  aadj. gbɛsĩsĩde, see: gbɛsĩsĩ. 
mourn  vi. gɛ'ɔɔdɔ; 
 vi. ɔɔdɔ; 
 vi. wɛwɛñdakɛ. 
mourn for  vi. waiyookɛ ...nɛ. 
mourn for dead spouse  vt. gyaanɔ be, see: 

gyaanɔ. 
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mourner  n. ɔɔdɔnna, see: ɔɔdɔ. 
mourning  n. ɔɔdɔna, see: ɔɔdɔ. 
mouse  n. ɛña. 
moustache  n. lɛmusu kã, see: lɛmusu. 
mouth  n. lɛ1́. 
mouthful  n. lɔma. 
move  vi. bɛ2; 
 vi. sɔ1̃; 
 vi. ta'o. 
move aound  vi. gulenkpakpa. 
move around  vi. bɛbɛ. 
move away from  vi. go ..nɛ, see: go. 
move back  vi. sɔ ̃kpɛ, see: sɔ1̃. 
move forward  vi. sɔ ̃ɛɛ, see: sɔ1̃. 
move from place to place  vi. gulenkpakpa. 
movement  n. gbãkɛna, see: gbãkɛ. 
much  adj. gbãtã; 
 adv. maakɛ, see: maa1; 
 adv. zai1; 
 adv. zɔk̃ɔ(̃zɔk̃ɔ)̃, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
mud  n. bɛtɛka. 
mud dauber  n. dãngbaasi. 
mud fish  n. bɔkɔsɔ. 
mud wasp  n. dãngbaasi. 

multiply  vi. kɔ2̃. 
multi-story  aadj. didinakɔl̃a, see: di2. 
mumble  vi. yã'o lɛũ, see: yã'o (...nɛ). 
murder  n. gbɛd̃ɛna; 
 vt. gbɛ ̃dɛ, see: gbɛ1̃. 
murderer  n. gbɛd̃ɛnna, see: gbɛd̃ɛna. 
murmur  n. yãkũnukũnu'o. 
murmuring  n. yãkũnukũnu'ona, see: 

yãkũnukũnu'o. 
muscle  n. báasi. 
mushroom  n. tɔñna. 
musk shrew  n. ɛñsuu. 
Muslim  n. losisinna, see: losisi; 
 n. Musulumi. 
Muslim (be)  vi. losisi. 
Muslim naming ceremony  n. suuna. 
Muslim naming ceremony (do)  vt. suuna 

kɛ, see: suuna. 
mussel  n. gɛgɛ. 
must  vi. su2. 
muzzle  n. lɛsɔ; 
 vt. lɛsɔ da ...nɛ, see: lɛsɔ. 
myself  pro. ma gĩna, see: ma1. 
mystery  n. asiyã, see: asi. 

N  -  n 
 
nail  n. kusa. 
naira  cn. nɛɛla. 
naked  padj. punsi. 
nakedness  n. punsi. 
name  n. tɔ1; 
 vi. tɔkpa ...nɛ. 
name of a month  adv. dakpɛfĩɔmɔ; 
 adv. dakpɛzɔk̃ɔm̃ɔ; 
 adv. nɔgbɛz̃inanɔlɛyimɔ; 
 n. sãlumɔ. 
namesake  n. tɔkũde. 
nape of neck  n. waka kpɛ, see: waka. 
narrow  adj. fɛɛ̃; 

 adj. fɛɛ̃na, see: fɛɛ̃; 
 adj. kpakotoko; 
 adv. fɛɛ̃nkonɔ, see: fɛɛ̃. 
narrow one  n. teena. 
nation  n. bùsu. 
navel  n. kata1. 
near  adv. kãi; 
 post. -di1; 
 post. sɛɛ1; 
 ptcl. -zĩ (1), see: zi ̃.́ 
near leg  post. gbazĩ. 
nearby  aadj. kãi. 
nearby one  aadj. kãina, see: kãi. 
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necessity  n. tiasi. 
neck  n. waka. 
necklace  n. salika. 
necklace stone  n. wakagbɛ. 
need  n. ni1; 
 n. pɔkĩsãmma; 
 vi. ni vĩ, see: ni1; 
 vi. yi ...di. 
need (thing)  vi. nidɛ2. 
needle  n. amba. 
neem tree  n. liũ. 
Negation particle, follows Noun Phrase 

before.STAT verbs  ptcl. ba1. 
negation suffix for.STAT pronouns  ptcl. -ba, 

see: ba1. 
Negative sentence interrogation marker 

expressing surprise  ptcl. -o dé, 
see: -o1. 

neglect  n. pãkpana, see: pãkpa ...di; 
 vi. nikasikpa ...di; 
 vi. wɛvĩ ...la. 
negotiator  n. yãkɛkɛnna, see: yãkɛkɛ ...do. 
neighbour  n. gbɛd̃ake; 
 n. sɛɛde, see: sɛɛ1. 
neighbours  n. kpadenɔ, see: kpa2. 
nephew  n. nɛ ́(1). 
nest  n. sakpɛ. 
neutralise  vt. kɔ ... ɛ ...nɛ, see: kɔ2. 
never (NEG)  adv. zĩke. 
never-die  n. lilinbaka. 
new  adj. dufu. 
new moon  n. mɔ dufu, see: mɔ1; 
 n. mɔbona. 
New Testament  n. Inzila. 
news  n. bao2. 
next  adj. là. 
next year  adv. ziki. 
niece  n. nɛ ́(1). 
Niger River  n. Sɛnna. 
Niger River reed species  n. bulugu. 

night  n/adv. gwãafĩ. 
Nile monitor lizard  n. zai2. 
Nile perch  n. kpɔpu, see: kpɔ. 
nine  num. kĩdokwi. 
nineteen  num. bao mɛndosai, see: bao1. 
ninety  num. basiikɔk̃wi, see: basiikɔ.̃ 
ninth  aadj. kĩdokwide, see: kĩdokwi. 
no  aadj. kan; 
 intj. aai. 
no more  adv. dɔo, see: dɔ2. 
nobody (NEG)  n. gbɛk̃e. 
nod head  vi. midɛ (2). 
nod to  vi. mikɛ ...nɛ. 
nod with sleep  vi. isokonakɛ. 
noise  n. kɔf̃ĩ. 
noisy  aadj. kɔf̃ĩde, see: kɔf̃ĩ. 
noisy/argumentative person  n. zɔkakanna, 

see: zɔkaka. 
nominaliser  ptcl. -na2. 
none (in NEG clause)  aadj. ke. 
nonsense  n. yã faasai, see: yã. 
noon  adv. isãtɛ ̃midanguaũ, see: isã. 
normal  n/aadj. dɔɔde, see: dɔɔ. 
normality  n. dɔɔ. 
north  adv. Sɛn ɔdi, see: Sɛnna; 
 n. gɛnɔgbadɔkĩi. 
nose  n. ní; 
 n. nitu. 
nose rope for cow  n. zuniba. 
nostril  n. nitu wɛ,̀ see: nitu. 
not again  adv. dɔo, see: dɔ2. 
not any  aadj. kan. 
not full  padj. sakaa1. 
not respond to  vi. fɛ ̃...do. 
not whole  padj. kaso2. 
not yet  adv. gĩa2; 
 adv. yãao, see: yãa. 
nothing  n. pakan; 
 n. yãkan; 
 sn. yãke. 
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nothing (NEG)  n. peke. 
notice  n. lamba. 
now  adv. sà1; 
 adv. tia. 
nowhere  adv. gukan. 
nudity  n. punsi. 
numb  padj. sãii. 
number  n. dasi; 

 n. dasi lɛ, see: dasi; 
 n. dasikɛ, see: dasi; 
 n. lamba. 
numberplate  n. lamba. 
numerosity  n. dasikɛ, see: dasi. 
numerous  adj. dasi. 
nurse  n. gwanna, see: gwa. 

O  -  o 
 
oar  n. gobakabɔ. 
obedience to God  n. luayãmana. 
obedient person  n. yãmanna, see: yãma 

...wa. 
obey  vt. ma2; 
 vt. yã ma, see: yã. 
obey law  vi. ikoyã ka, see: ikoyã. 
OBJ focus marker  ptcl. an3. 
obligation  n. tiasi. 
obligatorily  adv. tiasi. 
obligatory  aadj. tiaside, see: tiasi. 
oblique facial marking under eye  n. kiti. 
obscene language  n. wɛ'isaiyã'ona, see: 

wɛ'isaiyã'o. 
obscure  ideo. dãadãa. 
observation area  n. gugwakĩi. 
observe day (as special)  vt. gɔɔ bo, see: 

gɔɔ1. 
obstruct  vi. kpa ...nɛ, see: kpa1; 
 vt. zɛ ́zɔ ̃...nɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
ocean  n. teku. 
odour  n. sú. 
oedema  n. kãkãgyã. 
of legal birth  n. inanɛ. 
offence  n. taali; 
 n. taalikɛna, see: taalikɛ (...nɛ). 
offend  vi. taalikɛ (...nɛ). 
offender  n. taalide, see: taali. 
offer  vt. dɔ ...nɛ, see: dɔ1. 

offer condolence  vt. gɛfɔɔna kpa, see: 
gɛfɔɔna. 

offer hand  vt. ɔdɔ. 
offering  n. saana2. 
office  n. zĩkɛkĩi, see: zĩkɛ. 
often  adv. mɔɔmɔɔ. 
ogle at  vi. wakanɔnɔ ...di. 
oh  intj. kpokpo; 
 intj. m'm; 
 intj. o'o2. 
oh!  intj. wai. 
oh  intj. waiyoo. 
oil  n. nisi. 
oily  adj. niside, see: nisi. 
OK  intj. tɔɔ. 
okra  n. kpe. 
okra soup  n. kpe dò, see: kpe. 
old  aadj. zi. 
old age  n. zikũ(na), see: zikũ. 
old man  n. maezinna. 
older brother/sister  n. vĩna. 
old/senile (become)  vi. zikũ ... mɔ ...wa, 

see: zikũ. 
olive baboon  n. gbakũ. 
omen  n. aisi. 
on a level place  adv. gu kpakĩna, see: gu. 
on back  adv. kpɛdanga. 
on foot  adv. gɛsɛ. 
on lap of  post. pɔtɛũ, see: pɔtɛ. 
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on left hand  adv. ɔzɛngɛdi, see: ɔzɛngɛ. 
on left of  post. ɔzɛngɛ ɔdi, see: ɔzɛngɛ. 
on lookout to harm someone (be)  vi. wɛdɔ 

...nɛ, see: wɛdɔ (...wa). 
on right hand  adv. ɔpiadi, see: ɔpia. 
on seat  adv. zĩtɛkĩa, see: zĩtɛ1. 
on shoulder  adv. gãngu. 
on the last day  adv. gɔɔlakazĩ. 
on the other side/bank  adv. kpɛle; 
 post. kpɛle. 
on the same day  adv. gɔɔ dokũ zi ̃,́ see: gɔɔ1. 
on this side/bank  post. kpɛla. 
on/at battlefield  adv. zĩkakĩa, see: zĩka 

(...do). 
once  adv. gɛñ do, see: gɛñ. 
one  num. do. 
one by one  adv. dodo, see: do. 
one day  adv. gɔɔkewa; 
 adv. zĩkezĩ. 
one each  adv. mɛndodo, see: mɛndo. 
one having same behaviour  n. dendake. 
one hundred  num. basɔo. 
one hundred and fifty  num. basoopiakwi, 

see: basoopia. 
one hundred and forty  num. basoopia. 
one hundred and seventy  num. 

baswaakɔk̃wi, see: baswaakɔ.̃ 
one hundred and sixty  num. baswaakɔ.̃ 
one hundred and ten  num. basɔokwi, see: 

basɔo. 
one hundred and thirty  num. basoodokwi, 

see: basoodo. 
one hundred and twenty  num. basoodo. 
one living comfortably  n. innamanna, see: 

innama. 
one of  post. do. 
one person  n. gbɛ ̃do, see: gbɛ1̃. 
one (unit, body)  adv. mɛndo. 

one who acts perversely/corruptly  n. 
yãdɔɔsaikɛnna, see: 
yãdɔɔsaikɛna. 

one who attains future life  n. zialenna, 
see: zialena. 

one who clears vegetation by burning n. 
tɛkpanna, see: tɛkpa. 

one who disregards another's property  n. 
pɔkaatɛnna. 

one who does God's will  n. luapuiãkɛnna. 
one who listens to advice  n. lɛdammanna, 

see: lɛdamma. 
one who makes requests  n. wobikɛnna, see: 

wobikɛ (...nɛ). 
one who raises past issues  n. yãzifɛtɛnna. 
one who wants to get things for nothing  n. 

pãbenna. 
onion  n. aimasa. 
only  aadj. mɛndo(na), see: mɛndo; 
 cnj. sé; 
 cnj. sema; 
 post. do. 
only if  cnj. sé tó, see: sé. 
only when  cnj. sé pɔ,́ see: sé. 
open  vt. gogo, see: go. 
open area  n. gãalɛ. 
open door  vt. kpɛlɛ go, see: kpɛlɛ. 
open (eye)  aadj. kɛña, see: kɛ.̃ 
open (eye, door)  vt. go. 
open (flower)  aadj. puiana, see: puia. 
open hands to  vi. ɔpoto (...nɛ). 
open (heart)  padj. paana, see: paa. 
open in respect to  vt. go ..nɛ, see: go. 
open legs  vi. gba'ɛtɛ. 
open mouth (to speak)  vi. lɛgo2. 
open mouth wide  vi. lɛ'ɛtɛ. 
open place  n. baa2. 
open way for  vt. zɛ ́go ...nɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
open wide (mouth, legs)  vt. ɛtɛ2. 
opening in wall  n. gĩlɛ. 
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openly  adv. baawa (2), see: baa2; 
 adv. wɛdiwɛ. 
opinion  n. yãzɛ. 
opportunity  n. zɛkĩi, see: zɛ. 
opportunity to do one's will  n. puiãkɛzɛ, 

see: puiãkɛ. 
oppose  vi. ibɛtɛsɛ ...do. 
opposite (be) to  vi. bo kɔw̃a kũ ...do, see: 

bo2. 
oppress  vi. gbãamɔ ...nɛ; 
 vi. ɔtɔ ̃...wa; 
 vt. kpatadekɛ mɔ ...nɛ, see: 

kpata. 
oppression  n. gbãabenamma, see: gbãabe 

...wa; 
 n. gbãamɔnnɛ, see: gbãamɔ ...nɛ. 
oppressor  n. gbãamɔnnɛde, see: gbãamɔ 

...nɛ; 
 n. kpatadekɛmɔnnɛde; 
 n. wɛtɛãmɔnnɛde, see: 

wɛtɛãmɔnannɛ. 
or  ptcl. kó. 
oral  aadj. mɔmɔna, see: mɔ2. 
orange  n. lɛmuu; 
 n. lɛmuu'inna; 
 padj. tɛ ̃faa, see: -tɛ.̃ 
ore residue  n. mɔ ̀gbɔ,̃ see: mɔ.̀ 
oribi  n. ganna. 
orphan  n. tonɛ. 
ostrich  n. zimina. 
other one  pro. a do (2), see: a1. 
other people  sn. dakɔñɔ. 
other person  n. gbɛ ̃do, see: gbɛ1̃. 
others  n. kɔɔ̃nɔ, see: kɔɔ̃; 
 pro. kenɔ, see: ke. 
outpace  vt. kɛ ̃(1). 

outside  adv. baawa (1), see: baa2; 
 adv. bàasi. 
outside (cup)  n. kpɛ. 
outskirts of town  adv. gũnkpɛ. 
outskirts of village  adv. bɛ kpɛ, see: bɛ1; 
 adv. bĩi kpɛ, see: bĩi2. 
outstretched  padj. potona, see: poto. 
outwit  vi. ɔñɔkɛ ...nɛ. 
over  post. -la. 
over there  adv. le3. 
overcome  vi. mɔ ...la, see: mɔ3. 
overcome with worry  vi. yã ... da ...la, see: 

yã. 
overhanging rock  n. gbɛlua. 
overhead  adv. midanguaũ, see: midangua. 
overhear  vi. swaka ...wa. 
overload  vt. na2 (2). 
overlook  vi. wɛkpa ...la, see: wɛkpa; 
 vi. wɛvĩ ...la. 
overpower  vi. gbãabe ...wa. 
overrun with weeds (be)  vt. sɛ ̃kɛ, see: sɛ.̃ 
overseas  n/adv. teku kpado, see: teku. 
overstep  vi. pã zɛla, see: pã ...la. 
overtake  vi. gɛ ̃...wa, see: gɛ.̃ 
overtaken by sleep (be)  vi. i gɛt̃ɛ ̃...do, see: 

i3. 
overthrow  vi. gbãamɔ ...nɛ. 
overturn  vi. lɛkutɛkɛ. 
overwhelm  vi. yã ́...da ...la, see: yã. 
owl  n. kolo. 
owner  n. deke; 
 ptcl. -de. 
owner of domestic animals  n. tibɔde, see: 

tibɔ. 
owner of something  n. pɔde, see: pɔ1. 
ox  n. zù. 

P  -  p 
 
pack  vt. kakaa. paddle  n. gobakabɔ; 
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 vt. baka2; 
 vt. í li, see: í1. 
paddler  n. gobakanna, see: gobakabɔ. 
pagan  n. luayãdɔñsaide. 
pain  n. ãa1; 
 n. ãamana, see: ãama; 
 n. ĩa. 
painful  aadj. ãade, see: ãa1. 
painful (be)  vi. ãakɛ1. 
paint  n. fɛñti; 
 vt. fɛñti lɛ, see: fɛñti. 
palace  n. kiabɛ. 
palace guard  n. kiabɛdãnna. 
pale  adj. pufau. 
palm of hand  n. ɔtaa. 
palm oil  n. kpakpa nisi, see: kpakpa2. 
palm rat  n. zala ɛña, see: zala. 
palm spike  n. kpakpa lɛ,̀ see: kpakpa2. 
palm wine  n. za'i. 
palpitate (heart)  vi. sɔ̃ ̀... vĩ, see: sɔ̃.̀ 
panic  n. gidi; 
 vi. gidikɛ. 
pant  vi. we dodo, see: we1. 
panting  adv. zakũzakũ. 
pap  n. kpɛtɛ. 
papaya  n. kawesi. 
paper  n. takada. 
parable  n. yãlɛkãna. 
paradise  n. aizãna; 
 n. alzanna. 
paralysed (be)  vi. imimi. 
paralysed (with shock)  padj. sãii. 
parent  n. inna, see: i3. 
part  cn. lɛɛ; 
 n. kpado. 
partiality  n. gbɛz̃abona. 
Participle marker (adverbial or nominal) 

 ptcl. -na1. 
partridge  n. dɔñna. 

party  n. pɔnnakɛna, see: pɔnnakɛ 
(...do). 

pass  vi. gɛ ̃...wa, see: gɛ.̃ 
pass away  vi. kpa gudi, see: kpa1. 
pass on way  vi. gɛ ̃zɛla, see: gɛ;̃ 
 vi. gɛt̃ɛ. 
pass the night  vi. i3 (2). 
pass through/by/over  vi. gɛt̃ɛ ...la/wa, see: 

gɛt̃ɛ. 
pass to  vt. dɔ ...nɛ, see: dɔ1. 
passer-by  n. gɛt̃ɛnna, see: gɛt̃ɛ. 
pastor  n. pasitɔ. 
pasture  n. pɔbekĩi, see: pɔbe; 
 n. sãdãkĩi. 
Patas monkey  n. wetɛ,̃ see: we2. 
path  n. zɛ ́(1); 
 n. zɛfĩɔna. 
patience  n. mɛna. 
patient  n. gyãde, see: gyã; 
 n. gyãkɛnna, see: gyãkɛ. 
patient (be)  vi. mɛnafɔ.̃ 
patient person  n. mɛnade, see: mɛna; 
 n. mɛnafɔñna, see: mɛnafɔña. 
pattern  n. wãsã. 
patterned  aadj. wãsãde, see: wãsã. 
paw the ground  vi. kaolɛ ...wa. 
pay attention to  vi. laakaidɔ ...wa; 
 vi. midɔ ...wa; 
 vi. swadɔ ...di. 
pay back  vi. fĩabo (...do) (...nɛ) (1). 
pay debt (with) (to)  vi. fĩabo (...do) (...nɛ) 

(1). 
pay tax  vt. wɛ'̃ɔgɔ kpa, see: wɛ̃'̀ɔgɔ. 
payment  n. fĩa. 
peace  n. nɛsɛdokũ. 
peace (have)  vi. laakai ... di gudokũ, see: 

laakai; 
 vi. nɛsɛ ... da dokũ, see: nɛsɛ. 
peace of mind (have)  vi. laasoona su 

gudokũa, see: laasoona. 
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peace offering  n. kutɛkpabɔ. 
peaceable  aadj. aafiade, see: aafia. 
peaceful  aadj. aafiade, see: aafia; 
 adj. nidɛ1 (2); 
 adv. nidɛnidɛ, see: nidɛ1. 
peaceful person  n. yãketesaide, see: yãkete. 
peacefully  n. yãketesai, see: yãkete. 
peace-maker  n. gbɛ'̃aafiawɛtɛnna; 
 n. ibɛtɛmidɛnna. 
peanut  n. sĩ. 
pearl millet  n. naga. 
peasant  n. zɔg̃bɛ.̃ 
peck  vi. zɔ ̃kũ lɛkɔdo, see: zɔ.̃ 
peel  n. tɛkɛ1; 
 vt. baba; 
 vt. gogo, see: go; 
 vt. piti. 
pen  n. kaa1; 
 n. kosu; 
 n. lakɛb̃ɔ, see: lakɛ ̃(...nɛ). 
penis  n. gɔk̃ɛbɔ; 
 n. nɔgɔñkɛbɔ, see: nɔgɔña; 
 n. tɔ̃.̀ 
penny  cn. kobo. 
people  cn. gbɛñ. 
people below/on earth  n. zĩtɛdenɔ, see: zĩtɛ2. 
people in household  n. bɛdenɔ, see: bɛ1. 
perch  n. dakĩi, see: da2; 
 n. pɛkĩi, see: pɛ3; 
 vi. pɛ3. 
perfect  adv. wasawasa; 
 padj. papana, see: pa1; 
 padj. pɛkɛna, see: pɛkɛ ...wa. 
perfecter  n. papanna, see: pa1. 
perform miracle  vt. yãdonadona kɛ, see: 

yãdonadona. 
perfume  n. tulale; 
 vt. pisi...wa, see: pisi. 
perhaps  ptcl. gwee. 
perish  vi. kaatɛ; 

 vi. zukãa. 
perjurer  n. lɛdanapãde. 
permit  vi. we ...nɛ, see: we1. 
persecute  vi. ĩada ...wa; 
 vt. wɛtɛã mɔ ...nɛ, see: wɛtɛã. 
persecution  n. ĩadamma, see: ĩada ...wa; 
 n. wɛtɛã, see: wɛ2; 
 n. wɛbondannɛ, see: wɛbo ... da 

...nɛ; 
 n. wɛtɛãmɔnannɛ. 
persecutor  n. ĩadammade, see: ĩada ...wa; 
 n. wɛbondadannɛde, see: wɛbo 

... da ...nɛ; 
 n. wɛtɛãmɔnnɛde, see: 

wɛtɛãmɔnannɛ. 
persist  vi. gi. 
persist in asking  vi. zɛ ...di, see: zɛ. 
person  n. gbɛ1̃. 
person from distant land  n. busuzãude. 
person from remote area  n. gusɔkɔde, see: 

gusɔkɔ. 
person greedy for meat  n. lɛ'ide, see: lɛ'i. 
person lacking in wisdom  n. ɔñɔkĩsãmmade, 

see: ɔñɔkĩsãmma. 
person of bad character  n. daade, see: 

daa2. 
person of royal descent  n. kia bui, see: 

kia1. 
person on the lookout to harm someone  n. 

wɛdɔnnɛde, see: wɛdɔ (...wa). 
person on wall  n. gĩmusude. 
person plying the same trade  n. 

ɔzĩdokũkɛnna. 
person responsible  n. yãde, see: yã. 
person suffering from oedema  n. 

kãkãgyãkɛnna, see: kãkãgyã. 
person who dies and came back to life  n. 

ganvũ. 
person who knows how to answer  n. 

yãwedɔñna. 
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person who obeys God  n. luayãmanna, see: 
luayãmana. 

person who talks too much  n. yãdasi'onna. 
person who will soon die  n. gɛkɔnkɔ. 
perspiration  n. yɔ'i. 
persuade  vi. nakɛ ...wa; 
 vt. dɛdɛ lɛnnado, see: dɛ. 
perverse  aadj. dɔɔsaide, see: dɔɔ; 
 adj. bɛ̃ɛ̀; 
 adj. yɔk̃pana, see: yɔk̃pa1. 
perverse speech  n. yãkpɛdanga'ona. 
perverse talker  n. lɛvãide. 
perversion  n. yãdɔɔsai; 
 n. yãdɔɔsaikɛna. 
perverted person  n. laasookpɛdangakɛnna. 
pestle  n. gonɛ, see: gó. 
philosopher  n. laasoozɔk̃ɔd̃e. 
phlegm  n. ki ̃à. 
photo  n. foto2. 
pick  n. diga; 
 vt. bo2 (2). 
pick on  vi. wɛbo ... da ...nɛ. 
pick (ripe fruit)  vt. bobo, see: bo2. 
pick (unripe)  vt. woto. 
pick up  vt. sɛ (1); 
 vt. sɛtɛ. 
picker  n. bonna, see: bo2. 
picket  n. yikĩi, see: yi. 
picture  n. foto2. 
pierce  vt. fɔ2̃. 
pierce (many)  vt. fɔf̃ɔ,̃ see: fɔ2̃. 
pillar  n. ginsiki; 
 n. kpɛ gbá, see: kpɛ1́. 
pillow  n. midibɔ, see: midi ...wa. 
pilot  n. gofĩnna. 
pimple  n. gɔsɔ. 
pin to  vt. na kɔw̃a ...do, see: na2. 
pineapple  n. abaliba. 
pin-tailed widow  n. bã vĩagbãade, see: bã. 
pit  n. guwɛ; 

 n. wɛ.̀ 
pith tree  n. lɛmba. 
pitiful  adv. wɛwɛñda. 
pitiful person  n. wɛwɛñdade, see: wɛwɛñda. 
pitiful state  n. wɛwɛñda; 
 n. wɛwɛñdakɛna, see: 

wɛwɛñdakɛ. 
pitiless person  n. wɛwɛñdagwansaide, see: 

wɛwɛñdagwa. 
pity  n. wɛwɛñda; 
 vt. wɛ gwa, see: wɛ2. 
PL marker  ptcl. -nɔ. 
PL marker followed by Clause Emphasis 

marker.  ptcl. nɔɛ, see: -nɔ. 
place  n. gu; 
 n. kĩi1; 
 post. kĩa; 
 post. zi ̃ ́(2); 
 ptcl. -kĩi, see: kĩi1. 
place of prayer  adv. wobikɛkĩa, see: 

wobikɛ (...nɛ). 
place of punishment  n. ĩadammakĩi, see: 

ĩada ...wa. 
place of the dead  n. gɛnɔbɛ. 
place of worship  n. sisikĩi, see: sisi2. 
place to find  n. lekĩi, see: le2. 
place to put something  n. dikĩi, see: di2. 
place to sleep  n. ikĩi, see: i3. 
place to stay  n. pitakĩi, see: pita. 
place to turn  n. likakĩi, see: lika. 
placed  padj. katɛna, see: katɛ. 
plague  n. gagyã; 
 n. gyãgɛñabĩiũ. 
plain water  n. iwatɛ.̃ 
plait  n. mimanga; 
 n. mitãna, see: mitã. 
plait/weave/braid hair  vi. mitã. 
plan  n. lɛdokũ; 
 n. zĩgbasɛna; 
 vi. lɛdokũkɛ ...do, see: lɛdokũkɛ. 
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plank  n. lipɛlɛlɛ. 
plant  vt. ba2; 
 vt. pɛ3 (2); 
 vt. pɛtɛ; 
 vt. tɔ.̃ 
plant foot  vi. gbapɛtɛ. 
planted  padj. pɛtɛna, see: pɛtɛ. 
plaster  n. bɔtɔ1; 
 vt. bɔtɔ da ...wa, see: bɔtɔ1; 
 vt. bɔtɔ kɛ, see: bɔtɔ1. 
plastered  adj. bɔtɔ1. 
plastic  n. loba. 
plastic bowl  n. loba. 
plate  n. ta2. 
platform  n. gbà. 
play  vi. kɔk̃ɔ'̃o. 
play cards  vi. tɛtɛpa. 
play flute  vt. kutɛ pɛ, see: kutɛ1. 
play game in sand  vt. baabaa kɛ, see: 

baabaa. 
play guitar  vt. doma lɛ, see: doma; 
 vt. gitaa lɛ, see: gitaa. 
play harp  vt. mɔɔna lɛ, see: mɔɔna. 
play (instrument)  vt. lɛ2́. 
play tambourine  vt. sɛkɛsɛkɛna lɛ, see: 

sɛkɛsɛkɛna. 
play violin  vt. goge lɛ, see: goge. 
player  n. kɔk̃ɔ'̃onna, see: kɔk̃ɔ'̃o. 
plead  vi. kutɛkpa ...nɛ. 
plead with  vi. zɛ ...la, see: zɛ. 
please  vi. ka ...ũ, see: ka. 
pleasing  adj. nna. 
pledge  n. tɔɔmɛ. 
plot against  vi. lɛdokũkɛ ...di, see: 

lɛdokũkɛ. 
plough  vi. saapa; 
 vt. saapa. 
ploughman  n. saapanna, see: saapa. 
pluck  vt. kã ́baba, see: kã.́ 
plunder  n. zĩbepɔnɔ; 

 vt. nakãa. 
plus four  num. wɛɛsiikɔ.̃ 
plus one  num. wɛɛdo. 
plus seven  num. wɛɛsoopia. 
plus six  num. wɛɛsoodo. 
plus three  num. wɛɛ'aakɔ.̃ 
plus two  num. wɛɛpia. 
pocket  n. bɔkɔ1. 
point  vi. dɔdɔ. 
point at  vi. ɔdɔ ...wa (1), see: ɔdɔ. 
point of view  n. yãzɛ. 
point out  vi. ɔdɔ ...nɛ, see: ɔdɔ. 
point with lips at  vi. lɛsukikɛ (...wa). 
point with lips to  vi. lɛsukikɛ (...nɛ), see: 

lɛsukikɛ (...wa). 
pointing finger  n. ɔtɛña. 
poison  vt. ɛzɛ vãi kɛ ...nɛ, see: ɛzɛ; 
 vt. kɔɔtɛkɛ. 
poison arrow  n. kagba. 
pole (erected)  n. lipɛtɛ. 
polecat  n. budali. 
polish  vt. waa. 
polished  aadj. gbɔlɔngbɔlɔnna, see: 

gbɔlɔngbɔlɔn; 
 adj. yɔlɔyɔlɔ; 
 padj. gbɔlɔngbɔlɔn. 
pollution  n. bɔtɔ2; 
 n. gbãsĩkɛ, see: gbãsĩ. 
pool  n/adv. ikakĩi. 
pool of water  n. ikatɛna. 
poor  n. wɛwɛñdade, see: wɛwɛñda. 
poor person  n. taaka; 
 n. takaside, see: takasi. 
porcupine  n. ɛm̃busu. 
porridge  n. kpɛtɛ. 
portent  n. kisia (1). 
position  n. dakĩi, see: da2; 
 n. pɛkĩi, see: pɛ3; 
 n. zɔk̃ɔk̃ɛ, see: zɔk̃ɔ;̃ 
 n. zɔk̃ɔk̃ɛ, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
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position (many)  vt. nana, see: na2. 
positioned (be)  vi. nana ...wa, see: na2. 
positioned near (be)  vi. na2. 
possessed by spirit  vt. tãa ... kũ, see: tãa. 
possessing spirit  n. tãa (2); 
 n. zĩi. 
possession  n. aizɛkɛ. 
possibility  n. zɛ ́(2). 
Possibility/Probability  vi. su2 (2). 
possible (be)  vi. zɛkɛ; 
 vt. zɛ ́vĩ, see: zɛ.́ 
pot  n. oo. 
potash  n. kasa1. 
pot-making  aadj. oobobɔ. 
potsherd  n. pɛñkaso; 
 n. takasona. 
potter  n. oobonna, see: oobobɔ. 
pounce on  vi. kusi ...wa; 
 vi. matɛ ...wa, see: matɛ. 
pound  cn. fan. 
pour  vt. ka (1). 
pour libation  vt. í kũ ...wa, see: í1. 
pour out  vt. yɛk̃ɛtɛkɛ (...wa), see: 

yɛk̃ɛtɛkɛ; 
 vt. yo (...wa). 
pour out on  vt. pisi...wa, see: pisi. 
pour water (in)  vt. í ka (...ũ), see: í1. 
poverty  n. takasi; 
 n. takasidekɛ, see: takasi; 
 n. takasikɛna, see: takasikɛ. 
powder  n. butulu; 
 n. ti. 
power  n. gbãa1; 
 n. gbãakɛ, see: gbãa1. 
powerless  adj. gbãasai, see: gbãa1. 
powerless person  n. gbãasaide, see: gbãa1. 
powerlessness  n. gbãasaikɛ, see: gbãa1. 
practice prostitution  vi. gbayia. 
practise homosexuality  vi. lua'ikɛ. 
praise  n. saabu; 

 n. taaki2; 
 n. taakilɛna, see: taakilɛ; 
 vi. lɛma ...wa; 
 vt. bɛɛna dɔ ̃...nɛ, see: bɛɛna; 
 vt. saabukpa; 
 vt. taakilɛ; 
 vt. tɔbo. 
praise God!  intj. balika. 
praise singer  n. taakilɛnna, see: taakilɛ. 
pray  vi. luawobikɛ. 
pray (for)  vi. wobikɛ (...nɛ). 
pray to  vi. wobikɛ ...wa, see: wobikɛ 

(...nɛ). 
pray to God  vt. Lua wobikɛ, see: Lua. 
prayer  n. luawobikɛna, see: luawobikɛ; 
 n. wobikɛna, see: wobikɛ (...nɛ). 
pray-er  n. luawobikɛnna, see: luawobikɛ; 
 n. wobikɛnna, see: wobikɛ 

(...nɛ). 
prayer (do)  vi. losisi. 
prayer time  n/adv. losisigɔɔ, see: losisi; 
 n/adv. wobikɛgɔɔ, see: wobikɛ 

(...nɛ). 
prayerless/irreligious person  n. 

luawobikɛnsai. 
praying mantis  n. baakibɛsɔ.̃ 
preach  vi. waazikɛ. 
preacher  n. waazikɛnna, see: waazikɛ. 
preaching  n. waazi; 
 n. waazikɛna, see: waazikɛ. 
precede  vi. dɔ (...nɛ) ɛɛ, see: dɔ1. 
precise time  n. i4. 
predawn (5-6 am)  n/adv. gudɔdo. 
pregnancy  n. nɔ;̀ 
 n. nɔsina, see: nɔsi. 
pregnant  padj. nɔsina, see: nɔsi. 
pregnant woman  n. nɔd̀e, see: nɔ;̀ 
 n. nɔsinde, see: nɔsi. 
preparation  n. soo. 
preparation for war  n. zĩkasoo. 
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preparation time  n. sookɛgɔɔ, see: sookɛ. 
prepare  vt. sookɛ. 
prepare food  vt. pɔbena kɛ(kɛ), see: pɔbe. 
prepare place  vt. gu kɛkɛ, see: gu. 
prepared (be)  vi. soo ... ma, see: soo. 
prepared (get)  vi. sookɛ. 
presence  n. kuna, see: ku; 
 post. wɛwa. 
present  adj. tia; 
 vt. ka ɛɛ, see: ka; 
 vt. kpaakɛ. 
present generation  n. tiadenɔ, see: tia. 
present time  n. tia. 
Presentative copula  ptcl. -n. 
Presentative copula followed by NEG 

marker  ptcl. -n do, see: -n. 
press  n. fɛɛ̃kɛkĩi, see: fɛɛ̃kɛ; 
 vi. nakɛ ...wa; 
 vt. fɛɛ̃kɛ; 
 vt. gã dɔ ...wa, see: gã. 
pretend to be great  n. gĩna di gbia, see: 

gĩna. 
pride  n. gĩnadinagbia; 
 n. misɛsɛ. 
priest  n. sa'onna, see: sa'o ...wa. 
priesthood  n. sa'onkɛ, see: sa'o ...wa. 
prince  n. kianɛ, see: kia1. 
print  n. gbɛ ̀(4). 
prison guard  n. kpɛdãkpanna. 
prisoner  n. dakpunna. 
prisoners  n. kpu gbɛñɔ, see: kpu. 
problem  n. yã (2); 
 n. yã ãa, see: yã; 
 n. yãkete; 
 n. yã'ũmma. 
proclaim  vi. kaseedika. 
proclaimer  n. baokpanna; 
 n. kaseedikanna, see: kaseedika. 
proclamation  n. kaseedikana, see: 

kaseedika; 

 vi. kaseedi. 
produce for  vt. i ...nɛ, see: i3. 
produce progeny  n. buikɛ. 
produce tassel (maize)  vi. yɔk̃ɛ. 
profit  n. ài; 
 vi. lafana le (...nɛ), see: lafa 

(...nɛ). 
profitable  aadj. aide, see: ài. 
profitable (be) for  vt. ài kɛ (...nɛ), see: ài. 
profiteer  n. aiwɛtɛnna. 
PROG marker  ptcl. dá. 
PROG pronoun suffix  ptcl. -da, see: dá. 
Prohibitive (NEG)  vi. su2 (4). 
prolapsed rectum  n. dankanɔma (2); 
 n. zí. 
prolapsed rectum (have)  vi. zí ... bo, see: 

zí. 
promise  n. lɛdina, see: lɛdi ...nɛ; 
 vi. lɛdi ...nɛ. 
promote  vi. midɔ ...wa. 
prophecy  n. anabikɛkɛyã, see: anabikɛkɛ. 
prophesy  vi. anabikɛkɛ; 
 vi. walikɛ. 
prophet  n. anabi. 
prophethood  n. anabikɛ, see: anabi. 
proprietor  ptcl. -de. 
prosperity  n. lafana, see: lafa (...nɛ). 
prostitute  n. dɔnɛ'ĩide; 
 n. gbayianna, see: gbayia. 
prostitution  n. gbayiana, see: gbayia. 
prostrate  padj. wutɛna, see: wutɛ. 
protect  vi. kakĩkɛ ...nɛ; 
 vt. dã;́ 
 vt. dãkpa. 
protection  n. dãnakɛ, see: dã.́ 
protector  n. dãkpabɔ, see: dãkpa. 
proud (be)  vi. ɛñidã; 
 vt. misɛsɛ vĩ, see: misɛsɛ. 
proud person  n. ɛñidãnna, see: ɛñidã; 
 n. misɛsɛnna, see: misɛsɛ. 
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proverb  n. yaase (1); 
 n. yaasezubɔ, see: yaasezu ...nɛ. 
provisions  n. kũsĩa. 
prune  vt. kɔk̃ɛ.̃ 
pruning instrument  n. maasu lilalabobɔ, 

see: maasu. 
pruning tool  n. lilalabobɔ. 
Psalms  n. Zabula. 
public holiday  n. dikpɛ. 
puddle  n. ikatɛna. 
puff adder  n. sɔkɔda. 
pull  vt. ga2; 
 vt. gatɛ. 
pull apart  vt. wo kɔl̃ɛ, see: wo ...wa. 
pull out  vt. wo ...wa (1); 
 vt. wutɛ (2). 
pull repeatedly  vt. gaga, see: ga2. 
pull up (many)  vt. wutɛwutɛ, see: wutɛ. 
punish  vi. ĩada ...wa. 
punishment  n. ĩadamma, see: ĩada ...wa. 
pupil  n. wɛnɛ sia, see: wɛ2. 
pure  aadj. tɛɛ̃tɛɛ̃, see: tɛɛ̃2; 
 n/aadj. gbãsĩsaide, see: gbãsĩ; 
 padj. puna, see: pu. 
pure heart  n. nɛsɛpua. 
purging nut  n. bakatunu. 
purification day  n/adv. gbãsĩbogɔɔ, see: 

gbãsĩbo ...nɛ. 
purify  vi. gbãsĩbo ...nɛ; 
 vt. baasa. 
purple  aadj. gaalulade, see: gaalula. 
Purpose marker  ptcl. -di2. 
purse  n. ɔgɔ bɔkɔ, see: ɔgɔ. 
pursue  vi. pɛtɛ ...di, see: pɛtɛ. 
pursuit  n. yana, see: ya2. 
pus  n. bɔ'i. 
push  vi. ɔpɛ ...wa; 
 vi. ɔsɔ ̃...di. 
push against  vi. ɔkpa ...di. 

pushing  n. ɔkpana, see: ɔkpa ...di. 
put  vt. da2. 
put around  vt. nana ...wa, see: na2. 
put down  vt. di2 (1). 
put down roots  vi. zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
put effort inro work  vt. gãsiwa bobo ...wa, 

see: gãsĩwa. 
put hand in  vi. ɔgɛ ̃...ũ. 
put hand in (pocket)  vi. ɔka ...ũ. 
put hands over ears  vi. ɔta ... swalɛ, see: ɔta 

(...wa). 
put in  vt. daũ. 
put in front (sheep)  vt. kpaakɛ. 
put in line  vt. dɔdɔ. 
put in stocks  vt. da liũ, see: da2. 
put in the dark  vi. gusiakũ ...nɛ. 
put inside  vt. sɔtɔ ...ũ. 
put into care of  vt. na ...nɛ ... ɔzĩ, see: na2. 
put many  vt. ka (1). 
put on  vt. kakaa ...la, see: kakaa. 
put on bracelet  vt. zã ̀da, see: zã1̀. 
put on cap/hat  vt. fua kpa, see: fua2. 
put on fire  vt. disa. 
put on lid of  vt. nɛ ́ta, see: nɛ.́ 
put on right path  vt. da zɛwa, see: da2. 
put on/down many  vt. didi (...wa), see: di2. 
put pot on fire  vt. oo di tɛwa, see: oo. 
put rope ends together  vt. bà kpakĩ, see: bà1. 
put saddle blanket on  vt. kafu di ...nɛ, see: 

kafu. 
put sign/mark on  vt. seeda kɛ ...wa, see: 

seeda. 
put space between  vt. gu bo ... zãngua, see: 

gu. 
put together  vt. dakãa; 
 vt. kɔ ̃kakaa (...do), see: kɔ1̃. 
put up security for  vt. gbiasɛ ...nɛ. 
pygmy mouse  n. ɛñanɔ kia, see: ɛña. 
python  n. mɛda. 
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Q  -  q 
 
quaking  aadj. lukpalukpana, see: lukpa. 
quarrelsome  aadj. fetede, see: fete. 
quarrelsome person  n. lɛkpaakũde, see: 

lɛkpaakũ. 
quarter  n. kpa2. 
quench  vt. dɛ. 
question  vi. yãlala ...wa, see: yãla ...wa; 
 vt. lala, see: lá1. 
question about  vt. lá ...(yã)di, see: lá1. 

quickly  adv. kpaaka. 
quicksand  n. foko. 
quiet  aadj. kidikidina, see: kidikidi; 
 padj. nitɛna, see: nitɛ. 
quiet (be)  vi. nitɛ. 
quietly  adv. kpãikpãi, see: kpãi. 
quiver  n. gbata2. 
quote proverb to  vi. yaasezu ...nɛ. 

R  -  r 
 
race  n. bà2; 
 n. basikpakĩ; 
 n. bui (1); 
 vi. basikpakĩkɛ; 
 vt. basi kpakĩ, see: basi. 
racket  n. zɔka. 
radio  n. leedio. 
raffia palm  n. zaatɛña, see: zaa2. 
raffia palm frond n. zaala. 
raffia palm nut  n. komi. 
rafter  n. za (2). 
rag  n. baakasa; 
 n. bazakasa. 
rage  n. zɔkakana, see: zɔkaka; 
 vi. zɔkaka. 
rage against  vi. zɔkaka ...di, see: zɔkaka. 
rage at  vi. fetekũ ...do. 
rain  n. legũ; 
 n. legũ'i; 
 vi. legũ ... ma, see: legũ; 
 vi. ma2 (2). 
rain heavily  vi. legũ ... kwɛ, see: legũ. 
rainbow  n. gãśĩ. 
rain-water  n. legũ'i. 
raise  vt. fɛtɛ; 
 vt. sɛ musu, see: sɛ. 

raise hands  vi. ɔsɛ. 
raise head  vi. wɛsɛ. 
raise hopes  vt. laakai fɛtɛ, see: laakai. 
ram  n. sãsa, see: sã. 
Ramadan  n. lɛyimɔ, see: lɛyi. 
ransom  n. fĩabobɔ, see: fĩabo (...do) 

(...nɛ). 
rap with knuckle  vi. ɔkɔtɔnakpa ...nɛ. 
rape  vi. kusi ...wa gbãado, see: kusi 

...wa; 
 vi. matɛ ...wa gbãado, see: matɛ. 
rashness  n. nɛsɛwãa. 
rat  n. ɛña. 
rave  vi. yãbutɛ. 
raven  n. kɔnga. 
ravine  n. bazɛ; 
 n. tɔɔ̃. 
raw (meat)  adj. búsu. 
razor  n. gɛ̃.̀ 
razor blade  n. gɛ̃.̀ 
reach  vt. ka ...ma, see: ka; 
 vt. le2 (1). 
reach the future  vt. zia le, see: zia. 
read  vi. kalatukɛ. 
reader  n. kalatukɛnna, see: kalatukɛ. 
reading  n. kalatu; 
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 n. kalatukɛna, see: kalatukɛ. 
ready  vi. ma2 (2). 
ready (be)  vi. laka. 
realise  vt. dɔ.̃ 
really  adv. fa; 
 adv. yãma. 
rear  vt. fookɛ. 
reason  post. yãdi2. 
rebel against  vi. fɛ ̃...do; 
 vi. zã ...nɛ ...yãwa, see: zã ...wa. 
rebuke  vi. pata (...wa). 
receive  vt. le2 (2); 
 vt. si2. 
receive condolance  vt. gɛfɔɔna si, see: 

gɛfɔɔna. 
receive debt payment  vi. fĩasi ...wa. 
receive (guest)  vt. di2 (2). 
receive/deal in corrupt money  vi. ɔgɔ vãi 

le, see: ɔgɔ. 
recently  adv. zĩnazĩna, see: zĩna1. 
receptacle  n. kabɔ, see: ka. 
recline  vi. gɛngɛsɛkɛ. 
reclining  adv. gɛngɛsɛkɛna, see: gɛngɛsɛkɛ. 
recognise  vt. dɔ.̃ 
red  adj. tɛã; 
 adv. tɛɛ̃1; 
 ptcl. -tɛ.̃ 
red (diminutive)  ptcl. -tɛña, see: -tɛ.̃ 
red kapok tree  n. biɔ. 
red thread  n. ulutɛã. 
red-beaked hornbill  n. kotikoti. 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  n. bãtitina boogu, 

see: bãtitina. 
redden  vi. tɛãkũ. 
redeem  vi. bo2 (2). 
red-flanked duiker  n. bantɛ,̃ see: banna; 
 n. zɔt̃ɛña. 
redness  n. tɛãkɛ, see: tɛã. 
reduce  vt. labo. 
reduction  n. labona, see: labo. 

reed species  n. gbɔɔsi; 
 n. vɔ.̃ 
reed species that grows in swamp  n. 

sisikaba. 
refine  vt. baasa. 
reflected on (be)  vt. pisi...wa, see: pisi. 
reflection  n. nina. 
refresh  vt. wee ...nɛ, see: wee. 
refreshing time  n. nɛsɛninigɔɔ, see: 

nɛsɛnini. 
refreshment  n. nidɛ1. 
refuge  adv. mikpakĩa, see: mikpa ...di; 
 adv. utɛkĩa, see: utɛ; 
 adv. yikĩa, see: yi; 
 n. mikpakĩi, see: mikpa ...di; 
 n. misikĩi, see: misi; 
 n. mi'utɛkĩi; 
 n. utɛkĩi, see: utɛ; 
 n. yikĩi, see: yi; 
 n/adv. aafialekĩi, see: aafiale. 
refuse  vi. gi ...di, see: gi; 
 vi. migbãkɛ ...nɛ. 
refuse (someone)  vt. tɛ.̃ 
refuse to  vi. gi. 
reign  n. kpatabena, see: kpatabe; 
 vi. kpatabe. 
reigning  n. kpatabena, see: kpatabe. 
reinforce  vi. gbãakpa ...wa. 
rejoice  vi. pɔnnakɛ (...do). 
relate to  vt. dɔdɔ ...nɛ, see: dɔdɔ. 
relation  n. indake. 
relative on mother's side  n. danɛ. 
Relative pronoun  cnj. pɔ2 (2). 
relax  vt. wee; 
 vt. wee ...nɛ, see: wee. 
relaxed  adj. weena, see: wee. 
relaxed (be)  vi. laakai ... kpatɛ, see: laakai; 
 vi. laakai ... wutɛ, see: laakai. 
release  vt. gbɛɛ (...wa). 
release from  vt. poto ...wa, see: poto. 
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released from (be)  vi. poto ...wa, see: poto. 
religion  n. luawobikɛna, see: luawobikɛ; 
 n. wobikɛzɛ. 
religious matter  n. wobikɛyã, see: wobikɛ 

(...nɛ). 
relinguish  — ɔbo ...ũ, see: ɔbo; 
 vi. mikɛ ̃...wa. 
remain (for)  vi. gɔ ̃...nɛ, see: gɔ2̃. 
remaining  adj. kɔɔ̃. 
remains  n. kɔɔ̃nɔ, see: kɔɔ̃. 
remember  vi. dɔ ...ũ, see: dɔ1. 
remind  vi. yãdɔ ...ũ. 
reminder  n. yãdɔũbɔ, see: yãdɔ ...ũ. 
remote  aadj. si1. 
remote place  n. gukpado. 
removal  n. wotona, see: woto. 
remove  vi. go; 
 vt. woto. 
remove clitoris  vi. zɛz̃ɔ ̃...nɛ. 
remove defilement from  vt. bo gbãsĩu, see: 

bo2. 
remove dirt from  vi. gbãsĩgo ...wa. 
remove dirt/defilement  vt. gbãsĩ woto, 

see: gbãsĩ. 
remove from  vi. go ...wa, see: go; 
 vt. woto ...wa, see: woto. 
remove grain (corn)  vt. baba. 
remove shirt  vt. uta bo, see: uta. 
remove/forgive sin  vi. duunago ...wa. 
renewed (be)  vi. dufukũ. 
repair  vt. kɛkɛ (3). 
repent  vi. sɔl̃itɛ; 
 vi. tubakɛ. 
repentance  n. sɔl̃itɛna, see: sɔl̃itɛ; 
 n. tuba. 
replace  vi. gɛɛ̃be; 
 vi. pɔgɛɛ̃si ...wa. 
replacement  n. gɛɛ̃; 
 n. gɛɛ̃bena, see: gɛɛ̃be; 
 post. gɛɛ̃. 

reply  n. yãzãsina, see: yãzãsi ...wa. 
reply to  vi. yãzãsi ...wa. 
report  n. kaala; 
 vi. gudɛ ...nɛ, see: gudɛ; 
 vt. kaala kɛ, see: kaala; 
 vt. pe. 
represent  vi. gɛɛ̃be. 
reprimand  vi. da ...di, see: da2. 
reproduce  n. buikɛ. 
reptile  n. pɔnɛsɛgaatɛnna, see: 

pɔnɛsɛgaatɛ. 
reputation  n. tɔ1. 
request  n. wobi; 
 n. wobikɛna, see: wobikɛ (...nɛ); 
 vi. wobikɛ (...nɛ); 
 vt. lá1. 
request of  vi. wobikɛ ...wa, see: wobikɛ 

(...nɛ). 
rescue  vt. misi. 
rescue (boat)  aadj. suababɔ, see: suaba. 
rescuer  n. suabanna, see: suaba. 
resemble  vi. bo ...nɛ, see: bo2. 
resemble each other  vi. bo kɔb̃a (...do), 

see: bo2. 
resevoir  n/adv. kpɔ bɛ, see: kpɔ. 
residence  n. zĩtɛkĩi, see: zĩtɛ1. 
resolve  vi. yãkpatɛkɛ ...do. 
resolve matter  vt. yã tɛdɛ, see: yã. 
respected person  n. dake. 
rest  adj. kɔɔ̃; 
 n. kãmabona, see: kãmabo; 
 vi. kãmabo. 
rest day  n. kãmabogɔɔ, see: kãmabo. 
rest on  vi. gɔ ̃...wa, see: gɔ2̃. 
resting place  n. kãmabokĩi, see: kãmabo; 
 n. pitakĩi, see: pita. 
restless (be)  vi. ɔ ... zɛ tɛɛo, see: ɔ; 
 vi. sɔgɔmpa. 
restrain  vt. zuukɛ. 
restraint  n. zuukɛna, see: zuukɛ. 
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result  n. midɛna, see: midɛ. 
resurrect  vi. fɛtɛ (1); 
 vi. vũ3; 
 vt. vũ3. 
resurrection  n. vũna, see: vũ3. 
resurrection day  adv. vũgɔɔ, see: vũ3. 
retreat  n. gbɛs̃ukakpɛkɛna, see: 

gbɛs̃ukakpɛkɛ; 
 vi. kpɛkpɛkɛ. 
retreater  vi. gbɛs̃ukakpɛkɛ. 
return  n. suna, see: su1; 
 vi. su1; 
 vt. suka ...nɛ, see: suka. 
return to  vi. su ...ma, see: su1. 
return to with  vi. su ...nɛ ..do, see: su1. 
reveal secret  vt. asi butɛ, see: asi. 
revive  vt. lɛ ́kũ lado, see: lɛ2́. 
revoke  vi. lɛlitɛ. 
rib  n. kuanɛwá. 
rice  n. mue. 
rich man  n. aizɛkɛde, see: aizɛkɛ. 
rich person  n. ɔgɔde, see: ɔgɔ. 
ride  vi. di2. 
rider  n. dinna, see: di2. 
rider/owner of horse  n. sɔd̃e, see: sɔ̃.́ 
ridge  n. kã1. 
right  adj. zɛde, see: zɛ.́ 
right (be)  vt. zɛ ́vĩ, see: zɛ.́ 
right hand  n. ɔpia. 
right hand of  post. ɔpiadi, see: ɔpia. 
right handed  n/aadj. ɔpiade, see: ɔpia. 
right now  adv. tiasa. 
right way  n. yãzɛde, see: yãzɛ; 
 n. zɛ ́(2). 
righteousness  n. yãmaakɛna, see: yãmaakɛ 

(...nɛ); 
 n. yãzɛde, see: yãzɛ. 
ring  n. takana. 
ring bell  vt. mɔ ̀lɛ, see: mɔ.̀ 
ringworm  n. sɛɛ2. 

rinse mouth  vi. lɛkusukusukɛ. 
riot  n. zɔkakana, see: zɔkaka. 
ripe  vi. ma2 (2). 
ripple  n. iwɛk̃ɛna. 
rise  vi. fɛtɛ (1). 
rise up against  vi. fɛtɛ ...do/ma, see: fɛtɛ. 
rising as in spoilt food  adv. fɔɔɔ. 
river  n. swa. 
river crossing  n. swabualɛ. 
river gallery  n. lu. 
river water  n. swa'i. 
riverbed  n. swa wɛ,̀ see: swa; 
 n. swawɛ. 
riverine people  n. swasɛɛdenɔ. 
riverside grass used for weaving baskets  n. 

wange. 
road  n. zɛ ́(1). 
roan antelope  n. yaa. 
roar  n. patana, see: pata (...wa); 
 vi. pata (...wa). 
roast  vt. kpa tɛla, see: kpa1; 
 vt. kpasa2. 
roasting  padj. kpana, see: kpa1. 
robber (openly)  n. kpãi wɛdiwɛ, see: kpãi. 
robbery  n. pɔsinamma. 
robe  n. uta. 
robe (bigger than gown)  n. utada, see: uta. 
rock  n. gbɛ ̀(1). 
rock breaker  n. gbɛwinna. 
rocky  aadj. gbɛde, see: gbɛ.̀ 
rod, baton  n. gò. 
rod (for beating)  n. gbɛb̃ɔ, see: gbɛ2̃. 
roll  vi. gbegenda; 
 vt. gbegenda. 
roll up  vi. koko; 
 vt. koko. 
roll up headpad  vt. mai ba, see: mai2. 
rolled up  adj. kokona, see: koko. 
rolling thunder  n. legũvĩna. 
roof house  vi. kpɛ dɔ, see: kpɛ1́. 
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room  n. gãsĩpotokĩi, see: gãsĩpoto; 
 n. kpɛ1́. 
rooster  n. kosa, see: ko. 
root  n. zĩnna. 
rooted  padj. zĩnnapɛtɛna, see: zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
rope  n. bà1. 
rope whip  n. bà fĩa, see: bà1. 
rot  vi. vã; 
 vi. yagikɛ. 
rotten  aadj. vãna, see: vã. 
rough  adj. kakũkakũ; 
 adj. kasa3. 
round  aadj. bodogona, see: bodogo; 
 padj. bodogo. 
rounded  padj. mɔnɔnɔ. 
roundworm  n. fi ̃ì. 
row  n. dɔɔ; 
 n. zɔka; 
 vt. baka2; 
 vt. í li, see: í1. 
rower  n. gobakanna, see: gobakabɔ. 
row/paddle boat  vt. gó baka, see: gó. 
royal residence  n. kpatabekĩi, see: kpatabe. 
royal robe  n. kiakɛ'uta. 
royalty  n. kiakɛ, see: kia1. 
rub  vt. ɔmama ...wa, see: ɔma ...wa. 
rub grain  vt. tuka (1). 
rub on  vt. ma ...wa; 
 vt. mama ...wa, see: ma ...wa. 
rubber  n. loba. 
rubbish  n. bisa; 
 n. guwaa. 
rubbish heap  n. tubu. 
rudder  n. fĩbɔ, see: fĩ (...wa). 
rudeness  n. zaza. 
rude/rebellious (become)  vi. zazakũ. 

ruin  vi. yaka. 
ruined  adj. yɔk̃pana, see: yɔk̃pa1; 
 adv. yakiyaki. 
ruined (be)  vi. musekɛ. 
rule  n. ikoyã; 
 n. kpata (1); 
 n. kpatabena, see: kpatabe; 
 vi. kpatabe. 
rule over  vi. gbãabe ...wa; 
 vi. kpatabe ...wa, see: kpatabe; 
 vt. iko kɛ ...wa, see: iko. 
rule over harshly vt. kpatadekɛ mɔ ...nɛ, see: 

kpata. 
ruler  n. kpatade, see: kpata; 
 n. kpatabenna, see: kpatabe; 
 n. kpatabenna, see: kpatabe; 
 n. kpatade, see: kpatabe. 
ruminate  vi. igo (1). 
rumour  n. hũnkana; 
 n. ũhũkana. 
run  vi. balɛ; 
 vi. basi (...nɛ), see: basi. 
run away  vi. kpolɛ. 
runner  n. basinna, see: basi. 
running  n. bà2; 
 n. basi. 
running (sore)  aadj. yɔna, see: yɔ2. 
runt  adj. sekũna, see: sekũ. 
runted (become)  vi. sekũ. 
rush/charge at  vi. zukɛ ..wa. 
rust  n. zaapina, see: zaapi; 
 vi. zaapi. 
rustling  adv. sɔlɔsɔlɔ. 
ruthless person  n. wɛwɛñdagwansaide, see: 

wɛwɛñdagwa. 

S  -  s 
 
Sabbath  n. kãmabogɔɔzĩ, see: kãmabo. Sabon Birni  n. Wagawaga. 
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sack  n. bɔkɔ1; 
 n. buhu. 
sacrifice  n. sa'ona, see: sa'o ...wa. 
sacrifice to  vi. sa'o ...wa. 
sacrificial blood  n. sa'o'au. 
sacrificial matter  n. sa'oyã, see: sa'o ...wa. 
sacrificial victim  n. sa'obɔ, see: sa'o ...wa. 
sad  padj. yana, see: ya1. 
sad (be)  vi. nɛsɛ'i ... ya, see: nɛsɛ'i; 
 vi. pɔsikɛ. 
sad person  n. pɔsikɛnna, see: pɔsikɛ. 
sadden  vt. nɛsɛ'i ya, see: nɛsɛ'i. 
sad/depressed person  n. pɔside, see: pɔsi. 
saddle  n. gaai. 
saddle blanket for donkey  n. kafu. 
sadness  n. nɛsɛ'i; 
 n. nɛsɛ'iyana, see: nɛsɛ'i; 
 n. pɔsi. 
sailor  n. go'itɛpɔde, see: go'itɛpɔ; 
 n. igbɛ.̃ 
salad  n. salanna. 
salary  n. asaya. 
sale  n. yiana, see: yia (...wa). 
salesman  n. yianna, see: yia (...wa). 
saliva  n. lɛ'i. 
salt  n. wisi. 
salty  aadj. wiside, see: wisi. 
salutation  intj. fɔɔ. 
salvation  n. gbɛs̃uabana; 
 n. suabana, see: suaba. 
same  adj. dokũ. 
same (be)  vi. kɛ dokũ, see: kɛ. 
sanctuary  n. luakukĩi. 
sand  n. busunkona. 
sandal  n. kete1. 
sap  n. gɔ̃;́ 
 n. lí í, see: lí. 
sash (for tying baby on back)  n. asanɛ. 
Satan  n. Setaũ. 
sate  vi. kã2. 

satin wood  n. gbãnge. 
satisfaction  n. kãna, see: kã2. 
satisfied  padj. kãna, see: kã2. 
satisfy  vi. kã2. 
sauce  n. dò. 
sausage tree  n. kɔ3. 
savage  adj. pãsĩ. 
savannah monitor  n. bɔɛ̃. 
save  vi. bo2 (2); 
 vt. faabakɛ; 
 vt. misi; 
 vt. suaba. 
saved (be)  vi. bo2 (1). 
saviour  n. faabakɛnna, see: faabakɛ; 
 n. misinna, see: misi; 
 n. suabanna, see: suaba. 
saw  n. zɛtu. 
say  vi. o (...nɛ). 
scabies  n. susugaae. 
scales  n. kilo; 
 n. zaka1. 
scar  n. bɔgbɛ; 
 n. wãsã. 
scare  vi. vĩaka(ka) ...di; 
 vt. gba vĩa, see: gba. 
scared (be)  vi. sɔ̃ ̀... kɛ ̃... ũ, see: sɔ̃.̀ 
scarlet  ideo. zoizoi. 
scarred  aadj. wãsãde, see: wãsã. 
scatter  vi. fãakã; 
 vt. fãakã. 
scattered individually  adv. gbandodo. 
sceptre  n. gopanna. 
scholar  n. yãdɔñna, see: yãdɔña. 
school  n. booko; 
 n. kalatukpɛ; 
 n. makalanta. 
scissors  n. maasu. 
scoffer  n. gbɛỹaadɔnna. 
scoop  vt. gutɛ. 
scoop water  vt. í dã, see: í1. 
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scorch  vi. wã ...wa, see: wã. 
scorpion  n. kɔkɔfi. 
scrape  vt. wá2; 
 vt. wawa, see: wá2. 
Scriptures  n. Lua yã takada, see: Lua. 
scrotum  n. sɔt̀ɔ báa, see: sɔt̀ɔ. 
scrotum with testicles  n. sɔt̀ɔ. 
sea  n. teku. 
seal  n. seedakɛbɔ. 
seal with gum  vt. gɔ̃ ́na ...wa, see: gɔ̃.́ 
sealed up  padj. tatana, see: ta1. 
sealing  aadj. seedakɛbɔ. 
seamless  padj. naisai, see: nai. 
search  n. wɛtɛna, see: wɛtɛ. 
search for  vi. kpatɛ ...di, see: kpatɛ; 
 vt. wɛtɛ. 
search quarrel with  vt. lɛwɛ. 
seashore  n/adv. tekulɛ. 
seashore sand  n. tekulɛ busunkona, see: 

tekulɛ. 
seaside  n/adv. tekulɛ. 
seat  n. zĩtɛkĩi, see: zĩtɛ1; 
 vt. zĩtɛzĩtɛ, see: zĩtɛ1. 
seated  padj. zĩtɛna, see: zĩtɛ1. 
sea-water  n. teku'i. 
seaweed  n. sɛs̃i, see: sɛ.̃ 
second  adj. piade, see: pia; 
 num. wɛɛpiade, see: wɛɛpia. 
secret  n. asi. 
secret matter  n. asiyã, see: asi. 
secretary  n. lakɛñna, see: lakɛ ̃(...nɛ). 
section  n. kɔɔ̃nɔ, see: kɔɔ̃; 
 n. kpado. 
secure  padj. zĩnnapɛtɛna, see: zĩnnapɛtɛ. 
secure way for  n. zɛmikũ ...nɛ. 
see  vt. e (1); 
 vt. gu e, see: gu. 
see each other from a distance  vi. wɛsi 

kɔl̃ɛ, see: wɛsi ...lɛ. 
see from afar  vi. wɛsi ...lɛ; 

 vt. kãaakɛ. 
see on way  vi. zɛ ...nɛ (1), see: zɛ. 
see point of view  vt. yãzã e, see: yãzɛ. 
see poorly  vt. gu e dãadãa, see: gu. 
see through someone  vi. dɔ ̃...wa, see: dɔ.̃ 
see vision  vt. wɛpungu e, see: wɛpungu. 
seed  cn. wɛn, see: wɛna; 
 n. bui (1); 
 n. pɔbui; 
 n. pɔwɛna; 
 n. wɛ2 (2); 
 n. wɛna. 
seed-bearing  aadj. wɛnade, see: wɛna. 
seek  vt. wɛ1. 
seek advancement/promotion  vt. ɛɛ wɛtɛ, 

see: ɛɛ. 
seek profit  vt. ài wɛtɛ, see: ài. 
seek superiority  vt. dɛnla wɛtɛ, see: dɛ ...ba. 
seek to  vi. wɛtɛ. 
seek to harm someone  vt. wɛtɛkɛ. 
seek to kill  vt. wɛ1. 
seek to mistreat  vi. wɛbo ... da ...nɛ. 
seek wife  vt. nɔ wɛtɛ (1), see: nɔ. 
seeker  n. wɛtɛnna, see: wɛtɛ. 
see/meet each other  vt. kɔ ̃e, see: kɔ1̃. 
select  vt. pɛ1. 
self  n. gĩna. 
self-confidence  n. kɔ2 (2). 
self-control  n. gĩnakũna. 
self-controlled person  n. gĩnakũnadɔñna. 
self-important person  n. gĩnasɛnnamusu, 

see: gĩnasɛ musu. 
selfish (be)  vt. gĩna puiã kɛ, see: gĩna. 
selfish person  n. gĩnapuiãkɛnna. 
selfish/covetous person  n. bĩide, see: bĩi1. 
selfishness  n. bĩi1. 
self-willed person  n. gĩnapuiãkɛnna. 
sell  vt. yia (...wa). 
seller  n. pɔyianna; 
 n. yianna, see: yia (...wa). 



semen  shaking of body 

English - Illo-Busa finderlist  181 

semen  n. tɔ'̃i. 
semi-darkness  n. gudugudugu. 
send curse on/to  vi. laalikɛ ...wa, see: laalikɛ 

...nɛ. 
send message  vt. lɛkpɛlɛ kɛ ...nɛ, see: 

lɛkpɛlɛ. 
send (someone) to  vt. zĩ (...wa). 
send (thing) to  vt. kpãzã ...nɛ. 
send to  vt. gbɛɛ ...wa, see: gbɛɛ (...wa). 
sender  n. zĩnna (1), see: zĩ (...wa). 
send/release for  vt. gbɛɛ ...nɛ, see: gbɛɛ 

(...wa). 
Senegal coucal  n. kadatuntuna. 
Senegal galago  n. ɔlɔ. 
Senegal parrot  n. kia2. 
Senegal rosewood tree  n. kpɛ.̃ 
senior  adj. zɔk̃ɔd̃e, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
senseless  aadj. faasai, see: faa. 
sensible  aadj. faade, see: faa. 
separate  padj. dona; 
 vi. go kɔw̃a, see: go; 
 vi. kɛ ̃kɔw̃a, see: kɛ;̃ 
 vt. wo kɔw̃a, see: wo ...wa. 
separate (fighters)  vt. fɛf̃ɛk̃ɛ; 
 vt. go kɔw̃a, see: go. 
separate from  vi. kɛ ̃...wa, see: kɛ.̃ 
separated  padj. kɛña, see: kɛ.̃ 
separate/forgive sin  vi. duunakɛ ̃...nɛ. 
separation  n. kɛñakɔw̃a, see: kɛ.̃ 
septum  n. nitu bà, see: nitu. 
servant  n. zĩkɛnna, see: zĩkɛ; 
 n. zɔbenna, see: zɔbe ...nɛ. 
serve  vi. zɔbe ...nɛ. 
service  n. ibaakɛ, see: ibaa; 
 n. zɔbe(na), see: zɔbe ...nɛ. 
servitude  n. zɔkɛ, see: zɔ1̀; 
 n. zɔbe(na), see: zɔbe ...nɛ. 
set alight  vt. tɛ na ...wa, see: tɛ. 
set eyes on  vi. wɛpɛ ...wa. 
set fire to  vi. tɛsɔ ̃...wa. 

set foot  vi. gbapɛtɛ. 
set (net) trap (for)  vt. bà kpa (...nɛ), see: 

bà1. 
set (sun)  vi. gɛ ̃kpu, see: gɛ.̃ 
set trap  vt. kyakũna kpa, see: kyakũ(na). 
settle  vi. zĩtɛ1; 
 vt. zĩtɛzĩtɛ, see: zĩtɛ1. 
settle (dew)  vi. fii ... kpa ...wa, see: fii1; 
 vi. kpa1. 
settle with  vi. zĩtɛ ...do, see: zĩtɛ1. 
settled  padj. kpatɛna, see: kpatɛ; 
 padj. zĩtɛna, see: zĩtɛ1. 
settled (be)  vi. nɛsɛdi do; 
 vi. sɔ̃ ̀... dina gudokũa, see: sɔ̃.̀ 
seven  num. soopia. 
seventeen  num. gɛõ wɛɛpia, see: gɛõ. 
seventh  aadj. soopiade, see: soopia. 
seventy  num. baakɔk̃wi, see: baakɔ.̃ 
sever  vt. zɔ.̃ 
severe  adj. pãsĩ. 
sew  vt. nai. 
sexual immorality  n. yãpãapãakɛna. 
shackle  n. kati; 
 vt. katikati kpa ...nɛ, see: kati. 
shade  n. ua; 
 vi. uada ...la. 
shadow  n. nina; 
 n. ua. 
shake  vi. lukpa; 
 vi. lukpalukpa, see: lukpa; 
 vt. gbãkɛ. 
shake a lot  vi. gbãkɛgbãkɛ, see: gbãkɛ. 
shake dust from clothes/books (at/on)  vt. 

kpookɛ (...wa), see: kpookɛ. 
shake gourd rattle  vt. zɔ ̀lɛ, see: zɔ2̀. 
shake hands  vi. ɔkpa ...wa, see: ɔkpa ...di. 
shake head at  vi. migbãkɛ ...nɛ. 
shake off  vt. zigakɛ ...wa. 
shaking  aadj. lukpalukpana, see: lukpa. 
shaking of body  adv. kakakaka. 
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shallow  adj. ɛfɛɛ̃na. 
shallow water  n. isaa; 
 n. iwɛsaide. 
shallows  n. iwɛfɛɛ̃na. 
shame  n. kpɛboyã, see: kpɛbo; 
 n. wɛ'i; 
 vi. wɛ'ida ...wa. 
shameful matter  n. wɛ'iyã, see: wɛ'i. 
shameless affair  n. wɛ'isaiyã, see: wɛ'i. 
shameless behaviour  n. wɛ'isaiyãkɛna, see: 

wɛ'isaiyãkɛ. 
shameless person  n. wɛ'isaide, see: wɛ'i. 
shameless talk  n. wɛ'isaiyã'ona, see: 

wɛ'isaiyã'o. 
shape  vt. kasa2. 
share  n. baka1; 
 vt. kpaatɛ ...nɛ. 
share with each other  vt. kpaatɛ kɔñɛ, see: 

kpaatɛ ...nɛ. 
sharp  aadj. lɛnna; 
 adj. nna; 
 padj. lɛ ́... nna, see: lɛ1́. 
sharp pointed  aadj. sɔt̃ɛd̃e, see: sɔt̃ɛ;̃ 
 padj. sɔt̃ɛ.̃ 
sharpen  vt. lɛ ́kɛkɛ, see: lɛ1́. 
shatter  vi. wi3; 
 vt. wi3; 
 vt. wiwi, see: wi3. 
shave  vt. waa. 
shave head  vi. mibo. 
shawl  n. pɔdangãngu. 
shea butter tree  n. kù. 
shea butter tree lookalike  n. konna2. 
shea forest  n. kù kpɛ,́ see: kù. 
shea nut  n. kwɛɛna. 
shea nut butter  n. kù nisi, see: kù. 
shear sheep  vt. sãkã kɛkɛ, see: sãkã. 
shear wool  vt. kã ́kɛkɛ, see: kã.́ 
shearer  n. sãkãkɛkɛnna. 
sheathe  vt. sɔtɔ ...ũ. 

shed skin (snake)  n. zɔ3̀. 
shed tears  vi. wɛ'ibo. 
sheep  n. sã. 
she-goat  n. beda, see: bè. 
shell  n. tɛkɛ1; 
 vt. baba. 
shelter  adv. mikpakĩa, see: mikpa ...di; 
 n. kuta; 
 n. lakuta; 
 n. mikpakĩi, see: mikpa ...di. 
shepherd  n. pɔdãnna; 
 n. sãdãnna; 
 vi. sã dã, see: sã. 
shepherd's bag  n. sãdãbɔkɔ. 
shield  n. dãkpabɔ, see: dãkpa. 
shield eyes with hand  vi. ɔta ...wɛlɛ, see: 

ɔta (...wa). 
shin bone  n. gbasabon wá, see: gbasabona. 
shine  vi. tɛkɛ2. 
shine (moon)  vi. fuakɛ. 
shining  aadj. tɛkɛna, see: tɛkɛ2. 
shining drongo  n. biɔtɛ.̃ 
shirt  n. uta; 
 n. uta fĩɔna, see: uta. 
shiver  vi. lukpa; 
 vi. lukpalukpa, see: lukpa. 
shoe  n. kete1. 
shoot  n. bɔtɔbona, see: bɔtɔbo; 
 n. kɔpana, see: kɔbo; 
 n. likɔpana. 
shoot arrow  vt. kà zu, see: kà. 
shoot at  vi. kà gbã, see: kà; 
 vt. kà gbã ...di, see: kà. 
shoot from a root  n. lizĩn kɔpana, see: 

lizĩnna. 
shoot (leafy)  vi. bɔtɔbo. 
shore  n. gotolɛ. 
short  adj. kutu. 
short one  n. kutuna, see: kutu. 
short reign  n. kiagɔɔsopiana. 
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shorten  vi. kutunkũ, see: kutu; 
 vt. labo. 
shortness  n. kutunkɛ, see: kutu. 
shortsighted (be)  vt. gu e dãadãa, see: gu. 
should  vi. su2; 
 vi. su2 (3). 
shoulder  n. gãn. 
shoulder blade  n. gãnguwa. 
shout  n. wiki. 
shout aloud  vt. wiki gbãa pɛ,́ see: wiki. 
shout at  vi. lɛdɔ (...wa); 
 vi. wikidɔ ...wa. 
shout (at)  vi. wikipɛ (...wa). 
show  vi. yãmɔ ...nɛ; 
 vt. yã mɔ ...nɛ, see: yã. 
show authority to  vt. iko mɔ ...nɛ, see: iko. 
show by pointing  vi. ɔdɔ ...nɛ, see: ɔdɔ. 
show disrespect  vi. wesaikũ ...wa. 
show (not by pointing) vt. mɔ ...nɛ. 
show off  vi. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ. 
show way  vt. zɛ ́mɔ ...nɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
showing-off  n. yɔg̃ɔ.̃ 
show-off  n. yɔg̃ɔd̃e, see: yɔg̃ɔ;̃ 
 n. yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛnna, see: yɔg̃ɔk̃ɛ. 
shrine  n. tãakpɛ. 
shrivelled  adv. sikosi. 
shrub species  n. buka'aa; 
 n. fãa; 
 n. gyɛñtɛña; 
 n. litɛm̃pua, see: litɛña; 
 n. nakotɛ;̃ 
 n. saabaali; 
 n. timɔ; 
 n. wenɔwisi; 
 n. zɛmusukãna. 
shudder  vi. sesenata. 
shut  vt. ta1. 
shy person  n. wɛ'ide, see: wɛ'i. 
sick (be)  vi. gyãkɛ. 
sick person n. gyãde, see: gyã; 

 n. gyãkɛnna, see: gyãkɛ. 
sick-bed  n. gyãpɛ. 
sickle  n. kɔɔma. 
sickness  n. gyã; 
 n. gyãkɛna, see: gyãkɛ. 
side  n. kpado. 
side with  vi. zɛ ...do, see: zɛ. 
sight  n. wɛ2 (1). 
sighted person  n. wɛde, see: wɛ2. 
sign  n. seeda. 
signet  aadj. seedakɛbɔ. 
silent  aadj. kidikidina, see: kidikidi; 
 adv. siuu; 
 padj. kidikidi; 
 padj. nitɛna, see: nitɛ. 
silk  n. siliki. 
silk-cotton tree  n. gbɛ.́ 
silver  n. suluva. 
silversmith  n. suluvapinna. 
sin  n. duuna; 
 vi. duunakɛ. 
since (temporal)  cnj. zaa1. 
sincere  aadj. munafikisai, see: munafiki. 
sincerity  n. nɛsɛmɛndo. 
sinful person  n. duunde, see: duuna. 
sinfulness  n. duundekɛ, see: duuna. 
sing  vi. lesi. 
singer  n. lesinna, see: lesi. 
singing  n. lesina, see: lesi. 
single  aadj. pusɛ. 
single man (divorced or widowed)  n. gɔ ̃

pusɛ (1), see: gɔ1̃. 
single person (divorced or widowed)  n. 

pusɛ. 
single woman (divorced or widowed)  n. nɔ 

pusɛ (1), see: nɔ. 
sink  vi. ni2. 
sinless  aadj. duunsaide, see: duuna. 
sinner  n. duunkɛnna, see: duunakɛ. 
sir  n. baa4. 
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sisal hemp  n. anasa bà, see: anasa. 
sisiter-in-law  — vĩna na, see: vĩna. 
sister-in-law  n. dakũn na, see: dakũna. 
sit  vi. katɛ. 
sit down  vi. zĩtɛ1. 
sit down (many)  vi. zĩtɛzĩtɛ, see: zĩtɛ1. 
situation  n. zɛna, see: zɛ. 
six  num. soodo. 
sixpence  n. sisi3. 
sixteen  num. gɛõ wɛɛdo, see: gɛõ. 
sixth  aadj. soodode, see: soodo. 
sixtieth  aadj. baakɔd̃e, see: baakɔ.̃ 
sixty  num. baakɔ.̃ 
sixty five  num. baakɔs̃ɔo, see: baakɔ.̃ 
skeleton  n. gɛwa. 
skewer  vt. o'o1. 
skill  n. goni; 
 n. ɔzĩ dɔña, see: ɔzĩ2; 
 n. wãnkɛna, see: wãnkɛ. 
skilled  padj. wãnkɛ. 
skilled person  n. gonide, see: goni. 
skin  n. baa3. 
skin (animal)  vt. baa bo, see: baa3. 
skin (fruit)  n. tɛkɛ1. 
skinny  adj. fɛf̃ɛña, see: fɛf̃ɛ.̃ 
skip  vi. vĩvĩ, see: vĩ3. 
skipping  n. vĩvĩna, see: vĩ3. 
skull  n. miwa. 
skull (dry)  n. mitɔngɔ. 
sky  n. musu; 
 n/adv. luabɛ. 
slake  vt. ya1. 
slander  vi. gudɛ ...nɛ, see: gudɛ; 
 vt. gbɛ ̃yaka, see: gbɛ1̃; 
 vt. tɔ bɛɛ̃ si, see: tɔ1; 
 vt. tɔ dɛ, see: tɔ1. 
slanderer  n. gbɛt̃ɔdɛnna; 
 n. gbɛỹakanna; 
 n. lɛvãide; 
 n. tɔdɛnna. 

slap face  vt. sãnkɛ. 
slaughter  n. zɔɛ̃na, see: zɔɛ̃; 
 vt. koto zɔɛ̃, see: koto1; 
 vt. zɔɛ̃. 
slave  n. zɔ1̀. 
slave of war  n. zĩzɔ. 
slave owner/dealer  n. zɔ ̀deke, see: zɔ1̀. 
slaveboy  n. zɔnɔgɔña. 
slavegirl  n. zɔnɔgbɛ.̃ 
slavery  n. zɔkɛ, see: zɔ1̀; 
 n. zɔzĩ. 
sledge hammer  n. masana; 
 n. mɔlɛbɔ. 
sleep  n. i3; 
 vi. i'o. 
sleep (somewhere)  vi. i3 (2). 
sleep with  vi. wutɛ ...do, see: wutɛ. 
sleeper  n. i'onna, see: i'o. 
sleeper tree  n. luũku. 
sleeping  n. i'ona, see: i'o. 
sleepy (be)  vt. i ... dɛ, see: i3. 
slender  adj. pɔɔna. 
slide  vi. yɔɔ ...wa. 
slim  adj. pɔlɔlɔna. 
slime  n. dãa. 
slimy (be)  vi. dãa ... kpa, see: dãa. 
slingshot  n. gbɛba; 
 n. loba. 
slink away  vi. lɔɔtɛ. 
slip in  vi. sɔtɔ ...ũ. 
slip on mud  vt. zãnga sɛtɛ, see: zãnga. 
slippery  aadj. zãngade, see: zãnga; 
 adj. yɔkɔsina; 
 adj. yɔlɔyɔlɔ; 
 adj. zãi; 
 adj. zãnga. 
slippery (be)  vi. yɔɔtɛ. 
slippery mud  n. zãnga. 
sloth  n. gbɛg̃biakɛ. 
slow down  vi. nidɛkũ. 
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slowly  adv. tɛɛtɛɛ, see: tɛɛ. 
sluggish  padj. musumusu. 
sluggish (be)  vi. musumusukɛ. 
small  aadj. fĩɔna; 
 adj. fɛɛ̃; 
 adj. fɛɛ̃na, see: fɛɛ̃; 
 adj. kete2; 
 adj. ketekete, see: kete2. 
small amount  n. yɔñkɔñna, see: yɔñkɔñ. 
small anthill  n. yoma. 
small black tortoise  n. gba'ikusɛ. 
small calabash  n. kɛɛ. 
small harp  n. doma. 
small of back  n. wó. 
small one  n. fĩɔnde, see: fĩɔna. 
small pail (rubber)  n. guga. 
small piece  n. kutuna, see: kutu. 
small piece of guinea-corn stalk  n. awanɛ. 
small soft bright-red spider  n. Lua nɛ, see: 

Lua. 
small sores  n. bɔkete. 
small tree species  n. bakasi, see: baka3; 
 n. bɛtɛ; 
 n. bɛtɛ pua, see: bɛtɛ; 
 n. bɛtɛ tɛã, see: bɛtɛ; 
 n. bɔɛ̃ wakanla, see: bɔɛ̃; 
 n. dã2; 
 n. dã pua, see: dã2; 
 n. kãnna; 
 n. kũmanzĩna; 
 n. litɛña; 
 n. luapatamma; 
 n. mainɔ kãnna, see: mai1; 
 n. saaka'aa; 
 n. sɛkpɛbata; 
 n. vɛɛ̃ pua; 
 n. vɛɛ̃ sia, see: vɛɛ̃ pua; 
 n. wenɔkpa sia, see: wenɔkpa. 
small tree with long pods  n. sási. 
small (worthless) coin  n. sisi3. 

small/narrow place  n. gu fɛɛ̃na, see: gu. 
smallpox  n. busuka (1). 
smart (be)  vt. wɛzɛỹã kɛ. 
smart person  n. wɛzɛỹãkɛnna, see: wɛzɛỹã 

kɛ. 
smash  vt. tɔgɔkpa. 
smash rock  vt. gbɛ ̀wi, see: gbɛ.̀ 
smell  n. gbĩ; 
 vi. gbĩkɛ; 
 vt. gbĩma. 
smile  vi. yaadɔ; 
 vi. yamusɛkpa. 
smoke  n. tɛkusɛ; 
 vi. tɛkusɛbo. 
smoke tobacco  vt. taba ga, see: taba. 
smooth  aadj. lɔlɔna, see: lɔ; 
 aadj. yɔkɔna, see: yɔkɔ; 
 adj. yɔkɔsina; 
 adj. yɔlɔyɔlɔ; 
 adv. pɔlɔpɔlɔ; 
 padj. kpakĩna, see: kpakĩ; 
 vt. yɔkɔ. 
smoothed  adj. bɔtɔ1. 
snail  n. alikoto. 
snake  n. mɛɛ. 
snap photo  vt. foto kɛ, see: foto2. 
snare  n. kyakũ(na). 
snatch from  vt. si ...wa, see: si2. 
sneer at  vi. lɛsukikɛ (...wa). 
sneeze  vi. hɛtianakɛ; 
 vi. nisã. 
sniff tobacco  vt. taba ka, see: taba. 
snore  vi. ikɔɔ̃ga. 
snort  vi. fũnakɛ. 
so  cnj. ase. 
so that  cnj. pɔ ... yãdi, see: pɔ2. 
soak  vi. yɔkɛ. 
soaked (in water, blood, tears)  vi. yɔkɛ kũ 

...do, see: yɔkɛ. 
soap  n. mɔsɔna. 
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soapberry tree  n. adua. 
soar  vi. bɛ musu, see: bɛ2. 
sober up  vi. wee. 
sock  n. gbasɔ; 
 n. sɔ. 
socket  n. litɛbɔ, see: litɛ; 
 n. sɔtɔkĩi, see: sɔtɔ ...ũ; 
 n. tɔngɔ. 
Sodom apple  n. kãfɔ.̃ 
soft  adj. busɛ. 
soften  vi. busɛkũ. 
soil  n. bùsu; 
 n. tɔɔtɛ. 
sojourn  n. nibɔkɛ, see: nibɔ. 
sojourner  n. bomɔ. 
soldier  n. soza. 
sole of foot n. gbataa; 
 n. gɛsɛ. 
solidify  vi. i3 (1). 
solitary  aadj. gbɛñdo. 
sombre  aadj. sisina, see: si1. 
some  aadj. kenɔ, see: ke; 
 pro. kenɔ, see: ke. 
some time  adv. zĩke. 
somebody  n. gbɛk̃e. 
something  n. peke; 
 sn. yãke. 
something boasted about  n. ɛñidãbɔ, see: 

ɛñidã. 
something easy to do  n. faai (2). 
something necessary for life  n. undedɔbɔ. 
something stupid  n. sɔkũyã, see: sɔkũ. 
sometimes  adv. gɔɔkenɔ. 
somewhere  n/adv. guke. 
son  n. nɛnɔgɔña. 
son in law  n. nɛ ́zã, see: nɛ.́ 
song  n. le1. 
soon  adv. tia. 
sorcerer  n. gbɛk̃ɔɔtɛnna; 
 n. kɔɔtɛkɛnna, see: kɔɔtɛkɛ. 

sorcery  n. kɔɔtɛ. 
sorcery (do)  vt. kɔɔtɛkɛ. 
sore  n. bɔ;̀ 
 n. bɔɔ. 
sorghum  n. sweena. 
sorghum/millet harvest  n/adv. 

esekɛkɛgɔɔ. 
sort  n. bii. 
sort out matter for  vi. yãkɛkɛ ...nɛ, see: 

yãkɛkɛ ...do. 
soul  n. unde. 
sound  n. ɔd́ɔ, see: ɔd́ɔ; 
 vi. dɔ1. 
sound (instrumental)  n. ɔ ́(2). 
sound of crying  adv. ee'ee'ee. 
soup  n. dò. 
soup made from baobab leaves  n. dosina. 
sour  adj. kũkpã. 
sour (become)  vi. kũkpãkũ. 
source  n. bokĩi, see: bo2; 
 n. mì. 
source of strength  n/adv. gbãalekĩi, see: 

gbãale. 
south  adv. baugu ɔdi, see: Baugu; 
 n. gɛnɔmidɔkĩi. 
sovereign  n. kpatabenna, see: kpatabe. 
sovereignty  n. kiakɛ, see: kia1; 
 n. kpatadekɛ, see: kpata. 
sow  vt. ba2; 
 vt. tɔ.̃ 
sow seed  vt. pɔ tɔ,̃ see: pɔ1. 
sower  n. pɔtɔñna, see: pɔtɔña. 
sowing  n. pɔtɔña. 
space  n. gãsĩpotokĩi, see: gãsĩpoto; 
 n. guzãngua. 
space between  n. taa. 
span  n. ɔnɛlɛna. 
spank  vt. gbɛ2̃. 
spare  vi. gi ...do, see: gi. 
spark  n. tɛmɔna. 
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sparkle  vi. tɛkɛ2; 
 vt. pi2 (2). 
sparkling  padj. pipina, see: pi2. 
sparrow  n. yotonna. 
sparsely seeded head/cob  adj. andu'andu. 
sparsely sprouting  adj. atã'atã. 
speak  vi. yã'o (...nɛ). 
speak bad omen  vt. aisi vãi o, see: aisi. 
speak common sense  vt. yã faade o, see: 

yã. 
speak evil  vi. yãvãi'o; 
 vt. yã vãi o, see: yã. 
speak face to face  vt. yãbo kɔ ̃lɛũ. 
speak good omen  vt. aisi maa o, see: aisi. 
speak in parables to  vt. lɛ ́kɔw̃a ...nɛ, see: lɛ2́. 
speak omen  vt. aisi o, see: aisi. 
speak perversely  vt. yãkpɛdanga o, see: 

yãkpɛdanga. 
speak shamelessly  vi. wɛ'isaiyã'o. 
speak (to)  vt. o (...nɛ). 
speak up  vi. yãsɛ (2); 
 vt. yã'o sɛ (2), see: yã'o (...nɛ). 
speaker  n. onna, see: o (...nɛ); 
 n. yã'onna, see: yã'o (...nɛ). 
speaker of a language  n. buiyã'onna. 
spear  n. sɔkɛ. 
spearman  n. sɔkɛde, see: sɔkɛ. 
Specific PL marker  ptcl. -nɔ,̀ see: -nɔ. 
speckled  adj. tobitobi(na). 
speckled pigeon  n. kpakpa1. 
spectacles  n. wɛdigi. 
speech  n. lɛgbɛ í, see: lɛgbɛ; 
 n. yã'ona, see: yã'o (...nɛ). 
speechless  padj. nitɛna, see: nitɛ. 
spell  n. pɔdamma, see: pɔda ...wa. 
spend childhood  vt. nɛfɛñkɛgɔɔ kɛ, see: 

nɛfɛña. 
spend money  vt. ɔgɔ dɛ, see: ɔgɔ. 
spend time  vi. gɔɔpiakɛ. 
spend years  vi. wɛk̃ɛ. 

spend youth  vi. ausube. 
sphere of authority  n. kpata (1). 
spherical  aadj. bodogona, see: bodogo; 
 padj. bodogo. 
spider  n. dãnsa. 
spider's web  n. dãnsa bà, see: dãnsa. 
spike  n. kúla. 
spill  vt. kɔtɛ. 
spilt  aadj. kɔtɛna, see: kɔtɛ. 
spin cotton  vt. bu'u tã, see: bu'u. 
spinach  n. ɛfɔ. 
spiny shrub species  n. lɛpu, see: lɛ;̀ 
 n. nɔkɔn'ɔdo; 
 n. sãśã1. 
spirit  n. nina. 
spirit comes/arises on possessed person  vi. 

tãa ... mɔ ...wa, see: tãa. 
spirit moves from dead person to another 

 vi. tãa ... suka ... miwa, see: 
tãa. 

spirit of dead person  n. gyaade. 
Spirit (of God)  n. Nina, see: nina. 
spirit worship  n. tãakɛna. 
spirit worshipper  n. tãakɛnna, see: 

tãakɛna. 
spirits  n. sɔlɔbi. 
spiritual state  n. ninakɛ, see: nina. 
spit  n. lɛ'i; 
 vi. lɛ'ikɔtɛ. 
splash  ideo. putuũ. 
spleen  n. bɛũbɛnna. 
split  padj. paana, see: paa; 
 vt. paa. 
split (many)  vt. paapaa, see: paa. 
spoil  vi. yaka; 
 vt. yɔk̃pa1. 
spoil area  vt. gu yɔk̃pa, see: gu. 
spoil (child)  vt. vã. 
spoil (food)  vi. fɛtɛ (2). 
spoil land/nation  vt. bùsu dɛ, see: bùsu. 
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spoilt  adj. yɔk̃pana, see: yɔk̃pa1. 
sponge  n. sàko. 
spoon  n. tibi. 
sports cap  n. fua ɛn'ɛn, see: fua2. 
sports field  n. gufiili. 
spotted  aadj. wãsãde, see: wãsã; 
 adv. kpatikpati; 
 adv. sitobitobi. 
spotted hyena  n. mai si, see: mai1. 
spread  padj. katɛna, see: katɛ; 
 padj. kpatɛna, see: kpatɛ; 
 vi. kpatɛ; 
 vi. ɔta (...wa); 
 vt. kpatɛ. 
spread abroad  vi. da gula, see: da2. 
spread abroad (word)  vi. li gula, see: li1. 
spread out in a line  vi. kuakpa ...di. 
spread over  vi. da ...la, see: da2. 
spread to  vi. li ...la, see: li1. 
spread to dry  vt. fãtɛ. 
spread wings  vt. gãsĩpoto. 
spring  n. foko. 
Spring rain  n. pɔtɔl̃egũ. 
spring water  n. gbɛ'i. 
spring (water)  n. i'ɛ. 
sprinkle  vt. fãkɛ. 
sprinkle in  vt. fã ...ũ, see: fã (...wa). 
sprinkle (on)  vt. fã (...wa). 
sprout  vi. butɛ; 
 vi. kɔbo. 
spy  n. asigwanna. 
spy on  vt. asi gwa, see: asi. 
squat  vi. soempɛtɛ. 
squeak  vi. ɔɔdɔ. 
squeeze  vt. fɛɛ̃kɛ. 
stab  vt. zɔ.̃ 
stability  n. nɛsɛdokũ. 
stack  vt. di(di) kɔl̃a, see: di2. 
stacked  aadj. didinakɔl̃a, see: di2. 
staff  n. gopanna. 

staggering  ideo. dãgãndãgãn. 
stain  vi. gɔk̃pa. 
stair  n. gbadidikĩi, see: gbadi. 
stairs  n. dɛdɛkĩi, see: dɛdɛ ...wa. 
stalk after  vi. lɔɔtɛ ...di, see: lɔɔtɛ. 
stamp  n. ɔgbɛ. 
stamp foot  vi. gbapãtɛ.̃ 
stamp (foot)  vt. pãtɛ. 
stand  vi. katɛ; 
 vi. zɛ (1); 
 vt. zɛ. 
stand erect  vi. pɛtɛ. 
stand (many)  vi. zɛzɛ (1), see: zɛ. 
stand over  vi. zɛ ...la, see: zɛ; 
 vi. zɛ ... musu, see: zɛ. 
stand up  vi. fɛtɛ ... zɛ, see: fɛtɛ; 
 vt. fɛtɛ ... zɛ, see: fɛtɛ. 
standard-winged nightjar  n. itonzɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
standby  n. zɛndode. 
standing  padj. zɛna, see: zɛ. 
standing erect  padj. pɛtɛna, see: pɛtɛ. 
standing place  n. zɛkĩi, see: zɛ. 
star  n. saana1. 
stare at  vi. wɛbobo ... wa. 
stare (at)  vi. wɛpiti (...wa). 
staring (eye)  padj. pitina, see: piti. 
starling  n. yɔk̃ɔm̃bã. 
start  vi. gbãtɛ; 
 vt. datɛ. 
start fight  vi. feteka. 
start fight with  vt. lɛwɛ. 
starter  n. datɛnna, see: datɛ. 
starting from ... to  cnj. sɛna zaa ... ee, see: 

sɛ. 
starting time  n/adv. datɛgɔɔ, see: datɛ. 
startled  adv. dizika. 
startled (be)  vi. gbãtɛ. 
stature  n. kana, see: ka. 
status  n. zɔk̃ɔk̃ɛ, see: zɔk̃ɔ.̃ 
stay  vi. zɛ (2). 
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stay with  vi. zĩtɛ ...do, see: zĩtɛ1. 
steadfastness  n. nɛsɛdokũ. 
steady  adv. lukpasai, see: lukpa. 
steady/stable person  n. nɛsɛdokũde, see: 

nɛsɛdokũ. 
steal  vi. kpãi'o. 
stealthily  adv. kpãikpãi, see: kpãi. 
steam  n. kusuwãa. 
steer  n. zù sɔtɔbona, see: zù; 
 vt. fĩ (...wa). 
steer boat  vt. gó fĩ, see: gó. 
steering wheel  n. fĩbɔ, see: fĩ (...wa). 
step  n. gbadidikĩi, see: gbadi; 
 n. gbasɛna, see: gbasɛ. 
stepping  n. gbasɛna, see: gbasɛ. 
steps  n. dɛdɛkĩi, see: dɛdɛ ...wa. 
stern  post. gbɛ̃ ̀kpɛ, see: gbɛ̃.̀ 
stick  n. gò. 
stick on  vt. na ...wa, see: na2. 
sticky  adv. nakinaki. 
still  adv. ee tia, see: ee; 
 adv. kpɛ2́; 
 adv. tɛɛ; 
 padj. tɛɛnɛ. 
sting  vt. pa2. 
stinger  n. kà. 
stinginess  n. pãsĩkɛna (1), see: pãsĩkɛ 

(...nɛ); 
 n. wɛlaga. 
stingy (be)  vi. pãsĩkɛ (...nɛ). 
stingy person  n. wɛlagade, see: wɛlaga. 
stink  vi. gbĩkɛ. 
stir  vt. lí ka ...di, see: lí. 
stir up  vi. tɛkpa ...ũ; 
 vt. lí ka ...di, see: lí. 
stir up trouble  vi. yãkete da ...wa, see: 

yãkete. 
stir up trouble among  vt. mizɔ ̃...kɔw̃a. 
stir with hand  vi. ɔli ...ũ. 

stirred by lust (be)  vi. mɛbaasi ... fɛtɛ, see: 
mɛbaasi. 

stomach  n. nɛsɛ. 
stone  n. gbɛ ̀(1). 
stone partridge  n. kpiikona. 
stonecutter  n. gbɛpaanna. 
stone's throw  n. gbɛzu. 
stony  aadj. gbɛde, see: gbɛ.̀ 
stop  vi. zɛ (2); 
 vt. to. 
stop raining  vi. legũ ... kɛ,̃ see: legũ. 
stop up  vi. ta ...lɛ, see: ta1. 
stopping place  n. zɛkĩi, see: zɛ. 
storeroom  n. bɔndabi. 
store(room)  n. pɔ'utɛkĩi. 
storied building  n. kpɛdi(di)nakɔl̃a. 
stormclouds  n. legũsisina. 
story  n. fĩ; 
 n. fĩtãna, see: fĩtã. 
story-teller  n. fĩtãnna, see: fĩtã. 
stove  n. kĩi3. 
straight  adj. susu. 
straight away  adv. gɔɔ̃. 
straighten  vt. poto; 
 vt. zɛ ́poto, see: zɛ.́ 
straighten up  vi. poto. 
strain  vt. kɔsɔkɛ. 
strainer  n. kɔsɔkɔsɔ. 
strand  n. wɛna. 
strange  aadj. zĩtɔ; 
 adj. dufu. 
stranger  n. nibɔ; 
 n. zĩtɔ. 
strap  n. bà1. 
strategy  n. zĩgbasɛna. 
straw for brick making  n. bũsã. 
straw-coloured fruit bat  n. laabusasi; 
 n. sasi. 
stray  vi. pã zɛla, see: pã ...la. 
stream  n. swa; 
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 n. swa'ɔnɛ. 
strength  n. gbãa1. 
strengthen  vi. gbãakpa ...wa; 
 vi. gbãakũ. 
stretch  vi. nɔnɔ; 
 vt. taitai1. 
stretch neck to look at  vi. wakanɔnɔ ...di. 
stretch out hand  vi. ɔbo. 
stretch towards  vi. nɔnɔ ...di, see: nɔnɔ. 
stretcher  n. gɛsɛbɔ; 
 n. gyãesɛbɔ. 
strike  vi. ɔtɔ ̃...wa; 
 vt. á3; 
 vt. bukɛ; 
 vt. lɛ2́; 
 vt. lɛlɛ, see: lɛ2́. 
strike (lightning)  vi. pata (...wa). 
strike (snake)  vt. kɛ ̃(2). 
string  n. bà1; 
 n. bafĩɔna; 
 vt. o'o1. 
strip of cloth  n. pɔɔna. 
strip off (bark)  vt. gogo, see: go. 
striped  aadj. wãsãde, see: wãsã. 
striped ground squirrel n. kɛna; 
 n. sɛɛkɛna. 
striped hyena  n. mai pua, see: mai1. 
striped polecat  n. lisɔt̃ɛ.̃ 
strive after  vt. ya2. 
stroke  vi. ɔma ...wa. 
stroll  vi. bɛbɛ; 
 vi. bɛɛtɛ. 
strong  adj. gbãa1; 
 adv. gbãngbãn. 
strong man  n. gɔ(̃sa)gbãa. 
strong person  n. gbãade, see: gbãa1. 
strong spirited person  n. kãgbãade. 
strong wind  n. zagaa. 
stronghold  n. zɛngikĩi. 
struggle  n. dɛɛ̃; 

 vi. dɛɛ̃ka; 
 vi. kɔd̃ɛ. 
stubborn (be)  vi. swagbãakɛ. 
stubborn (become)  vi. swagbãakũ. 
stubborn person  n. swagbãade, see: 

swagbãa. 
stubbornness  n. swá gbãa, see: swá; 
 n. swagbãa; 
 n. swagbãakɛna, see: swagbãakɛ. 
stubborrn (be)  vi. gikɛ1 (2). 
student  n. bookonɛ, see: booko. 
stumble  vi. gɛm̃butɛ. 
stump  n. kútu; 
 n. limikona; 
 n. mikona. 
stupid  adj. sɔkũ. 
stupid person  n. sɔkũ. 
stupid/foolish (become)  vi. sɔkũkũ. 
stutter  vi. bɛbɛkɛ. 
SUBJ focus marker  ptcl. mí1. 
subjection  n. mikutɛna, see: mikutɛ ...nɛ. 
submission  n. mikutɛna, see: mikutɛ ...nɛ. 
submit to  vi. mikutɛ ...nɛ. 
SUBS marker  ptcl. dí2 (1). 
SUBS.CONT marker  ptcl. díkũ (1), see: dí2. 
subside  vi. kpatɛ; 
 vi. wee; 
 vt. wee ...wa, see: wee. 
substance  n. kɛbɔ, see: kɛ. 
substitute  post. gɛɛ̃. 
suburb  n. kpa2. 
succeed  vi. gɛɛ̃be; 
 vi. sa'akɛ. 
success  n. sa'a. 
successful (be)  vi. sa'asɛ. 
successful person  n. sa'asɛnna, see: sa'asɛ. 
succession  n. gɛɛ̃bena, see: gɛɛ̃be. 
successor  n. gɛɛ̃. 
suck  vt. mi1; 
 vt. mɔsɔ. 
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suck (lemon, bone)  vt. fɛf̃ɛk̃pa. 
suckle  vi. yɔm̃i (...wa). 
suckling  n. yɔm̃inna, see: yɔm̃i (...wa). 
suddenly  adv. kãndo; 
 adv. kyu. 
suffer  vi. takasikɛ; 
 vt. yã ... le, see: yã. 
suffer affliction  vt. wɛtɛã le, see: wɛtɛã. 
suffer birth-pangs  vt. nɛ'i'ãa kɛ/ma, see: 

nɛ'i'ãa. 
suffer penalty/retribution  vt. gó ... gbɛ,̃ see: 

gó. 
sufferer  n. takaside, see: takasi. 
suffering  n. takasi; 
 n. takasikɛna, see: takasikɛ. 
sufficiency  n. pɔmɔnamma. 
sufficient (be)  vi. mɔ3 (2). 
sugar cane  n. aleke. 
sulphur  n. yaaga. 
summit  n. midangua. 
sun  n. isã. 
Sunday  adv. Laadizĩ. 
sunrise  n. isãbokĩi. 
SUP marker  post. -la. 
superintendent  n. wɛtɛndide, see: wɛtɛ 

...di. 
superiority  n. dɛnla, see: dɛ ...ba. 
supernatural impersonal force  n. ɛzɛ (1). 
supplication  n. kutɛkpana, see: kutɛkpa 

...nɛ. 
supplication (make)  vi. mɛnala ...wa. 
support  vi. gbãakpa ...wa. 
supporter  n. zɛndode. 
suppress  vt. natɛ. 
sure  aadj. sikasai, see: sika. 
surely  adv. sĩansĩan, see: sĩana. 
surging  n. vĩvĩna, see: vĩ3. 
surpass  vi. dɛ ...la, see: dɛ ...ba. 
surprise  vi. bo ... sɛɛ, see: bo2. 
surprising  aadj. bonsɛɛ. 

surrender to  vi. mikpa ...wa, see: mikpa 
...di. 

surround  — gu pa ...di, see: gu; 
 vi. ka ...di, see: ka; 
 vi. koelɛ ...di; 
 vi. lika ...di, see: lika. 
surrounding  padj. likana, see: lika. 
surrounding crowd  n. batu. 
swallow  vt. mɔ2; 
 vt. mɔmɔ, see: mɔ2. 
swallow alive  vt. mɔ ĩi bɛ̃ɛ́, see: mɔ2. 
swallow whole  vt. mɔ ĩi, see: mɔ2. 
swamp  n. dãna. 
swarm around  vi. fĩ (...wa). 
swarming  adv. bisibisi; 
 adv. yɔg̃ɔỹɔg̃ɔ.̃ 
swear  vi. lɛda ...nɛ. 
sweat  n. yɔna, see: yɔ2; 
 n. yɔ'i; 
 vi. yɔ2. 
sweat-bee  n. wɛ'ifĩnna. 
sweating  n. yɔna, see: yɔ2. 
sweep  vt. waa. 
sweep area  vt. gu waa, see: gu. 
sweepings  n. guwaa. 
sweet  adj. nna. 
sweet potato  n. kudaku. 
sweet smelling  adj. gbĩ nnanna, see: gbĩ. 
sweeten  vi. nnakũ. 
sweetly  adv. nnanna, see: nna. 
swell  vi. ka (2); 
 vi. kaka2; 
 vi. sɛ. 
swell up  vi. ɛñisɛ. 
swelling  n. kana, see: ka. 
swelling of legs  n. kãkãgyã. 
swerve  vi. yɛk̃ɛtɛkɛ. 
swim  vi. ikpa. 
swimmer  n. idɔñna. 
swimming pool  adv. ikpakĩa, see: ikpa; 
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 n. ikpakĩi, see: ikpa. 
swing  n. ziga; 
 vi. zigazu. 
sword  n. fɛñda, see: fɛña. 

swordsman  n. fɛñdade, see: fɛña. 
sympathise with  vi. wɛwɛñdagwa; 
 vi. wɛwɛñdakɛ ...nɛ, see: 

wɛwɛñdakɛ. 

T  -  t 
 
table  n. tebuli. 
taboo  n. tɛ̃,̀ see: tɛ.̃ 
tail  n. vi ̃á. 
tailoring (do)  vt. teela kɛ, see: teela. 
take  vi. gɛ ...do bàasi, see: gɛ; 
 vt. sɛ (1); 
 vt. sɛsɛ, see: sɛ; 
 vt. si2. 
take a little  vt. dã1. 
take across  vt. bua ...wa. 
take after (someone)  vt. ɔlɛ sɛ, see: ɔlɛ. 
take away  vt. sɛtɛ. 
take away from  vt. si ...wa, see: si2. 
take away shame  vt. wɛ'i bo ...nɛ, see: 

wɛ'i. 
take away someone's shirt/coat  vt. uta woto 

...wa, see: uta. 
take back (to)  vt. suka ...nɛ, see: suka. 
take bribe  vt. duun'ɔgɔ si, see: duun'ɔgɔ; 
 vt. gbagusɛɛ si, see: gbagusɛɛ. 
take care  intj. kàai. 
take care of home  vt. bɛ gwa, see: bɛ1. 
take compassion/pity on  vi. wɛwɛñdadɔ ̃

...nɛ. 
take credit/loan from  vi. fĩasɛ ...wa. 
take hold of  vi. ɔfĩfĩ ...wa. 
take life of  vt. unde bo, see: unde. 
take long time  vi. gikɛ1 (1). 
take mouthful/morsel (with fingers)  vt. 

lɔma li, see: lɔma. 
take notice of  vt. ka (2); 
 vt. yãka. 
take off  vt. woto. 

take off (clothing)  vt. bo ...la, see: bo2. 
take off (shoes)  vt. bobo, see: bo2. 
take on another's problem  vi. yã di ... 

miwa, see: yã. 
take out  vt. bo2 (1); 
 vt. butɛ. 
take pity on  vt. wɛgwa. 
take refuge in/near  vi. mikpa ...di. 
take responsibility for  vt. gbiasɛ ...nɛ. 
take revenge  vi. pɔfĩasi ...wa; 
 vi. yãfĩasi ...wa. 
take revenge on  vi. fĩabo (...do) (...nɛ) (2). 
take step  vi. gbadi; 
 vi. gbasɛ. 
take up  vt. sɛtɛ. 
take up space for  vt. gu si ...wa, see: gu. 
take way  vi. zɛ ́sɛ, see: zɛ.́ 
tale  n. fĩ. 
talk  vi. yã'o (...nɛ). 
talk a lot  vi. yãbutɛ. 
talk about  vi. faaibo. 
talk behind back of  vt. pe. 
talk carelessly  vi. lɛfɔtɔkɛ. 
talk nonsense  vt. yã faasai o, see: yã. 
talkativeness  n. yãbutɛ. 
talker  n. yãbutɛnna, see: yãbutɛ; 
 n. yã'onna, see: yã'o (...nɛ). 
tall  adj. gbãá. 
tall vine species  n. nisã. 
tallow tree  n. busuna; 
 n. busuna tɛã, see: busuna. 
talon  n. tuke. 
tamarind  n. sãma. 



tambourine  that 

English - Illo-Busa finderlist  193 

tambourine  n. sɛkɛsɛkɛna. 
tame  vt. fookɛ. 
tan hide  vi. ãakɛ2. 
tangle  n. kakɔũ, see: ka; 
 vi. ka kɔũ, see: ka. 
tanner  n. ãakɛnna, see: ãakɛ2. 
tantrum (have)  vi. sɔgɔmpa. 
taste  n. í1 (3); 
 vi. lɛzɔ ̃...wa; 
 vt. ikɛ. 
tattered  adv. yakiyaki. 
taunt  n. yaasezubɔ, see: yaasezu ...nɛ. 
tax-office  n. ɔgɔsikpɛ. 
taylor  n. teela. 
teach  vi. yãda ...nɛ; 
 vi. yãdada ...nɛ, see: yãdada; 
 vt. dada ...nɛ, see: dada. 
teach each other  vt. dada kɔñɛ, see: dada. 
teacher  n. aifaa(na); 
 n. dadannɛde, see: dada; 
 n. yãdadannɛde, see: yãdada. 
teaching  n. dadanannɛ, see: dada; 
 n. yãdada(na)nnɛ, see: yãdada. 
tear  vt. kɛ ̃(1). 
tear apart  vt. kɛ ̃kɔw̃a, see: kɛ.̃ 
tear to pieces  vt. kɛk̃ɛ,̃ see: kɛ;̃ 
 vt. taitai1. 
tears  n. wɛ'i. 
tease  vt. takikɛ. 
teaspoon  n. tibi fĩɔna, see: tibi. 
telephone  n. waya (3); 
 n. yã'obɔ, see: yã'o (...nɛ); 
 vi. mɔlɛ ...nɛ; 
 vi. wayalɛ ...nɛ. 
television  n. tɛlɛbizĩu. 
tell  vt. o (...nɛ). 
tell future  vi. walikɛ. 
tell good news  vt. bao nna o, see: bao2. 
tell lie  vi. ɛkɛto (...nɛ). 
tell on  vi. gudɛ ...nɛ, see: gudɛ. 

tell story  vi. fĩtã. 
tell truth  vi. sĩana o, see: sĩana. 
tell truth about  vt. sĩana bo ...nɛ baawa, 

see: sĩana. 
tell/proclaim news  vt. bao kpa ...nɛ, see: 

bao2. 
tempt  vt. yɔ3̃. 
temptation  n. yɔña, see: yɔ3̃. 
tempter  n. gbɛỹɔñna. 
ten  num. kwi. 
tendon  n. kĩi2. 
tendril  n. ɔ (2). 
tension drum  n. kalanguna. 
ten-stringed  aadj. bamɛnkwide. 
tent  n. bazakpɛ. 
tent-dweller  n. bazakpɛde, see: bazakpɛ. 
tenth  aadj. kwide, see: kwi. 
tent-maker  n. bazakpɛkɛnna. 
termination  n. midɛkĩi, see: midɛ. 
termite  n. bɛ.́ 
termite mound  n. zɛ.̀ 
terrified (be)  vi. sɔ̃ ̀... kɛ ̃... ũ, see: sɔ̃.̀ 
terrifying thing  n. sɔk̃ɛp̃ɔ, see: sɔk̃ɛña. 
terror  n. sɔk̃ɛña. 
test  n. yɔña, see: yɔ3̃. 
testament  n. lɛgbɛ. 
testator  n. lɛgbɛdinna. 
testicle cord  n. sɔt̀ɔ bà, see: sɔt̀ɔ. 
testicule  n. sɔt̀ɔ wɛ,́ see: sɔt̀ɔ. 
testimony  n. seedadekɛ, see: seeda. 
tether  n. yikĩi, see: yi; 
 vt. yi. 
tethering place  adv. yikĩa, see: yi. 
thank  vt. saabukɛ; 
 vt. saabukpa. 
thank offering  n. saabukpabɔ, see: 

saabukpa. 
thanksgiving  n. saabukpana, see: saabukpa. 
that  aadj. bee; 
 aadj. de2; 
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 pro. nu. 
that generation  n. gɔɔbeedenɔ. 
that one  pro. bee; 
 pro. de2. 
thatch  vt. sɛ ̃fĩ ...wa, see: sɛ.̃ 
thatched fence woven from it  n. gɛñta (2). 
thatched house  n. sɛ ̃kpɛ,́ see: sɛ.̃ 
the aforementioned  aadj. pì. 
the devil  n. Ibilisi. 
theft  n. kpãi'ona, see: kpãi'o. 
theft (by stealth)  n. kpãi. 
then  cnj. akũ1. 
there  adv. gũ. 
there immediately  adv. gũ gɔɔ̃, see: gũ. 
therefore  cnj. a yã mí tò, see: a1. 
they alone  pro. an do, see: an1. 
thick (book, liquid, person)  adj. geete. 
thick jungle/bush  n. dako. 
thief  n. kpãi. 
thigh  n. gbada, see: gbá. 
thin  adj. fɛf̃ɛña, see: fɛf̃ɛ;̃ 
 adj. lɛgɛ; 
 adj. pɔlɔlɔna. 
thin out  vt. wo ...wa (2). 
thing  n. pɔ1 (1). 
think  vt. e (2). 
think (about)  vi. laasookɛ (...wa). 
thinker  n. laasookɛnna, see: laasookɛ 

(...wa). 
thinking  n. laasoona. 
third  aadj. aakɔd̃e, see: aakɔ;̃ 
 num. wɛɛ'aakɔd̃e, see: wɛɛ'aakɔ.̃ 
thirst  n. imi. 
thirsty (be)  vt. imi ... dɛ, see: imi. 
thirsty person  n. imidɛnna. 
thirteen  num. kwi wɛɛ'aakɔ,̃ see: kwi. 
thirteenth  aadj. kwi wɛɛ'aakɔd̃e, see: kwi. 
thirtieth  aadj. baakwide, see: baakwi. 
thirty  num. baakwi. 
this  aadj. bee; 

 aadj. di1; 
 pro. di1; 
 ptcl. -la, see: la. 
this end/edge/border  n. lɛla. 
this evening  adv. ɔkɔsi la, see: ɔkɔsi. 
this here  aadj. didi. 
this one  pro. bee. 
this one here  pro. didi. 
this time  n. makaa'i. 
this year  adv. wɛñla. 
thong  n. niba. 
thorn  n. lɛ.̀ 
thorn bush species  n. yɔg̃ɔñtɛñlɛ. 
thorn tree  n. adua. 
thornbush  n. lɛli. 
those ones  pro. deenɔ, see: de2. 
thought  n. laasoo. 
thoughtful person  n. laasoode, see: laasoo; 
 n. nɛsɛde, see: nɛsɛ. 
thoughtless/apathetic/complacent (person) 

 n. laasoosaide, see: laasoo. 
thoughtlessly  adv. laasookɛsai. 
thoughtlessness  n. laasoosai(yã), see: 

laasoo. 
thoughts of the heart  n. nɛsɛũyã. 
thousand  num. oaa sɔo, see: oaa. 
thousand multiples  num. oaa sɔosɔo lɛɛ ..., 

see: oaa. 
thrash about  vi. sɔgɔmpa. 
thread  vt. o'o1. 
threat  n. vĩakandi, see: vĩaka(ka) ...di. 
threaten  vi. nakɛnakɛ ...wa, see: nakɛ 

...wa; 
 vi. vĩaka(ka) ...di. 
threaten rain  vi. legũ ... sisi, see: legũ. 
three  num. aakɔ.̃ 
three each  adv. aakɔ'̃aakɔ,̃ see: aakɔ.̃ 
thresh  vt. gbɛ2̃. 
threshing floor  n. ukaala. 
throat  n. koto1 (1). 
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throne  n. guu; 
 n. kiakɛguu; 
 n. kpata guu, see: kpata; 
 n. kpatabeguu, see: kpatabe. 
through  post. sabadi. 
throw  vt. zu. 
throw away  vt. kaatɛ; 
 vt. kɔtɛ; 
 vt. zukãa. 
throw down  vt. pãtɛ. 
throw on ground  vt. kɔtɛ. 
throw stone  vt. gbɛ ̀zu, see: gbɛ.̀ 
thumb  n. ɔnɛmida. 
thunder  n. legũpũtãna; 
 vi. pũtã; 
 vi. vĩ3 (2). 
thunder (clap)  vi. legũ ... pata/pũtã, see: 

legũ. 
thunder (rumble)  vi. legũ ... vĩ, see: legũ. 
thus  adv. beewa; 
 adv. maka. 
tick  n. woo. 
tickle  vt. yɔñkpa; 
 vt. yɔñkpakpa, see: yɔñkpa. 
tie  vt. yi. 
tie knot  vt. kũnu kpa, see: kũnu. 
tie many  vt. yiyi, see: yi. 
tie together  vt. dɔkɛ1; 
 vt. yi kɔw̃a, see: yi. 
tied  padj. yina, see: yi. 
tight  adv. gãngãn. 
tight (be) (financially)  vi. wɛlagakɛ ...di. 
tighten  vt. kã2. 
Tilapia  n. sɛpu. 
timber felling  n. lizɔ.̃ 
time  n. gɔɔ1; 
 n. zi ̃;́ 
 post. zi ̃ ́(1); 
 ptcl. -gɔɔ, see: gɔɔ1. 
time of disaster/calamity  n/adv. yãpãsĩgɔɔ. 

time of enlightenment  n/adv. wɛkɛg̃ɔɔ. 
time of fulfillment  n. kɛgɔɔ, see: kɛ. 
time of ignorance  n/adv. wɛsiagɔɔ, see: 

wɛsia. 
time of return  n. sugɔɔ, see: su1. 
time to find  n. legɔɔ, see: le2. 
times  cn. gɛñ; 
 cn. lɛɛ. 
timid  aadj. vĩade, see: vĩa. 
tin  n. konkona; 
 n. kɔnko(na). 
tinea  n. sɛɛ2. 
tingle (skin)  vi. sesenata. 
tiny  aadj. utiina. 
tiny red ant  n. kɔkɔntɛña. 
tip out  vt. lɛkutɛ ...wa. 
tip over  vt. yɛk̃ɛtɛkɛ (...wa), see: 

yɛk̃ɛtɛkɛ. 
tire  vi. kpasa2. 
tired  padj. kpasana, see: kpasa2. 
tithe (not one tenth)  n. zaka2. 
toad  n. kaso1. 
to/at rubbish heap  adv. tubula, see: tubu. 
tobacco  n. taba. 
today  n/adv. gbãa2. 
toe  n. gbanɛ, see: gbá. 
together  adv. kɔã; 
 adv. lɛda; 
 adv. lɛdalɛda, see: lɛda. 
together at same time  adv. lɛdoalɛdoa. 
toilet  adv. gbɔp̃akĩa, see: gbɔp̃a; 
 n. gbɔp̃akĩi, see: gbɔp̃a. 
tomato  n. tomati. 
tomb  n. mia. 
tomorrow  adv. zia; 
 n. zia. 
tongs  n. kpako. 
tongue  n. nɛna1. 
tongue losed (have)  vi. nɛna ... go, see: 

nɛna1. 
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tongue stuck to palate (have)  vi. nɛna ... 
natɛ, see: nɛna1. 

tonne  n. tɔn. 
too light  adj. futaũ, see: futa. 
too little  padj. fĩɔũ, see: fĩɔna. 
too much  adj. gbãtãu, see: gbãtã; 
 adv. bakasi. 
too narrow  padj. teeũ, see: teena. 
too short  padj. kutuũ, see: kutu. 
too shrivelled  padj. sikosiũ, see: sikosi. 
too small  adv. fĩɔmpiinɔ, see: fĩɔna. 
too thick (pounded yam, dough)  adj. 

yikoko. 
too thin  adv. lɛgɛũ, see: lɛgɛ. 
too tiny  padj. utiinnɔ, see: utiina. 
tool  n. zĩkɛbɔ, see: zĩkɛ. 
tooth  n. saka1. 
toothbrush  n. aa. 
top of foot  n. gbatahi. 
top of head of  post. midanguaũ, see: 

midangua. 
TOP pronoun suffix  ptcl. -kũ. 
Topicaliser  ptcl. sɔ2̃. 
torch (made of grass)  n. biotɛ. 
torment  n. takikɛna, see: takikɛ; 
 vt. takikɛ. 
torn  adv. yákayaka. 
torn up  padj. kɛk̃ɛña, see: kɛ.̃ 
torrent of rain  n. legũkwɛna. 
tortoise  n. kusɛ. 
toss about  vt. zuzu, see: zu. 
total  n. dasi lɛ, see: dasi. 
touch  vi. ɔna ...wa. 
towel  n. tawulu. 
town  n. bĩi2; 
 n. bĩi zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: bĩi2; 
 n. wɛt̃ɛ; 
 n. wɛt̃ɛ zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: wɛt̃ɛ. 
town entrance  n. bĩi lɛ, see: bĩi2. 
townspeople  n. bĩidenɔ, see: bĩi2. 

trace  n. ia. 
track  n. ia. 
trade  vi. lagata. 
trader  n. lagatanna, see: lagata; 
 n. tagɛɛnna. 
tradition  n. fɛtɛnkanalayã; 
 n. wakɛwatokɔñɛ. 
train  n. gó zĩtɛpɔ, see: gó; 
 vt. zĩ dada ...nɛ, see: zĩ. 
trainer  n. fookɛnna, see: fookɛ. 
traitor  n. bonkpɛde. 
trample on  vi. gbapɛtɛpɛtɛ ...wa, see: 

gbapɛtɛ; 
 vi. gɛsɛpɛtɛ ...wa; 
 vi. ta'o ...wa, see: ta'o; 
 vi. ta'o'o ...wa, see: ta'o. 
transform  vi. li1. 
transformation  n. lina, see: li1. 
transgress  vi. pã zɛla, see: pã ...la; 
 vi. taalikɛ (...nɛ). 
transgression  n. taali; 
 n. taalikɛna, see: taalikɛ (...nɛ). 
transgressor  n. taalide, see: taali. 
trap  n. kyakũ(na). 
trap birds with horse-hair trap  vt. 

fiikpakpa. 
trapper  n. bakpanna. 
travel  n. likana, see: lika. 
travel-bag  n. ta'obɔkɔ. 
traveller  n. ta'onna, see: ta'o; 
 n. wɛt̃ɛgɛɛnna, see: wɛt̃ɛgɛna. 
traverse  vi. bua ...wa. 
tread on  vi. ta'o ...wa, see: ta'o. 
tread on heels of  vt. gɛm̃be. 
treasure  n. aizɛkɛ. 
treasurer  n. aizɛkɛgwanna; 
 n. ɔgɔdinna; 
 n. ɔgɔ'utɛnna. 
treat as outcast  vt. zãbo. 
treat medically  vt. ɛzɛ kɛ ...nɛ, see: ɛzɛ. 
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tree  n. lí. 
tree parasite species, especially on shea 

trees  n. kugbãbɔ. 
tree root  n. lizĩnna. 
tree shoot  n. lí bɔt̀ɔ, see: lí. 
tree species  n. bakapu, see: baka3; 
 n. bakatɛ,̃ see: baka3; 
 n. batɛ;̃ 
 n. dã sia, see: dã2; 
 n. fogofogo; 
 n. gbata1; 
 n. kpãndasaba; 
 n. lɛkɛnna; 
 n. luũbɛtɛ; 
 n. ma'ĩi; 
 n. wenɔkpa; 
 n. zãn li; 
 n. zãngo; 
 n. zɔg̃o. 
trial  n. yãkɛkɛna, see: yãkɛkɛ ...do; 
 n. yɔña, see: yɔ3̃. 
tribe  n. bui (1). 
tribe of fisherman  n. sɔɔkɔ. 
tributary  n. swa'ɔnɛ. 
trim  vt. kɔk̃ɛ.̃ 
trip  vi. gɛm̃butɛ. 
trouble  n. gudɛ; 
 n. gudɛyã, see: gudɛ; 
 n. ĩadamma, see: ĩada ...wa; 
 n. yãlena; 
 n. yã'ũmma. 
troublemaker  n. yãketede, see: yãkete. 
trouble-maker  n. gudɛnna, see: gudɛ. 
trough  n. imikĩi, see: imi; 
 n. pɔbebɔ, see: pɔbe. 
trousers  n. sokodo. 
true  aadj. sĩana; 
 aadj. sĩande, see: sĩana; 
 aadj. yãmayãma, see: yãma. 
truly  adv. sĩana; 

 adv. sĩansĩan, see: sĩana; 
 adv. yãma. 
trumpet  n. kãakãaki. 
trunk of tree  n. lida, see: lí. 
trust  n. naai; 
 vt. naaikɛ. 
trustworthy person  n. naaide, see: naai. 
truth  n. sĩana; 
 n. yãma. 
truthful  aadj. sĩande, see: sĩana. 
truthfulness  n. sĩandekɛ, see: sĩana. 
try  vi. yɔ ̃...wa, see: yɔ3̃. 
try hard  vi. wãtã. 
try to  vi. wɛtɛ. 
tsetse fly  n. fio1. 
turban  n. lawani. 
turkey  n. tolotolo. 
turn  vi. suka. 
turn around  vi. litɛ. 
turn around/over  vi. lili. 
turn back  vi. kpɛkpɛkɛ. 
turn back (on)  vi. kpɛdɔ (...nɛ). 
turn back on  vi. kpɛli ...nɛ. 
turn face from  vi. mikpɛdɔ ...nɛ. 
turn on (wild animal)  vi. lika ...do, see: 

lika. 
turn over  vt. lili. 
turn over and over  vi. litɛlitɛ, see: litɛ. 
turn over in bed  vi. gbegenda. 
turn round and round  vi. litɛlitɛ, see: litɛ. 
turn someone from  vt. swafɛ.̃ 
turn toward  vi. lili ...wa, see: lili; 
 vi. litɛ ...wa, see: litɛ. 
turned  padj. litɛna, see: litɛ. 
tweezers  n. lɛwonna (1). 
twelth  aadj. kwi wɛɛpiade, see: kwi. 
twelve  num. kwi wɛɛpia, see: kwi. 
twenty  num. bao1. 
twenty five  num. baasɔo. 
twilight  n. gugɛñakɔũ. 
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twin  n. fĩna. 
twist  vt. fĩ (...wa). 
twist around  vi. fĩ kɔd̃i, see: fĩ (...wa). 
twist (many)  vt. fĩfĩ (...wa), see: fĩ (...wa). 
two  num. pia. 

two hundred  num. oaa do, see: oaa. 
two hundred unit  num. oaa. 
two or three colours mixed (animal)  adj. 

balikibaliki. 
type  n/aadj. taka. 

U  -  u 
 
udder  n. zuyɔ.̃ 
ugly  n. vãi. 
ululate  vi. gudada. 
ululation  n. guda. 
umbiliacal cord  n. kata bà, see: kata1. 
UNAC marker  ptcl. di3. 
unbelief  n. naaikɛsai, see: naaikɛ. 
unbeliever  n. naaikɛnsai(de), see: naaikɛ. 
unblemished  aadj. sãnkasai, see: sãnka. 
unceasingly  adv. zɛsai, see: zɛ. 
unchewed  adj. bũu. 
uncircumcised male  n. tɔz̃ɔñsaide, see: tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
uncircumcised man  n. tɔb̃aade, see: tɔb̃aa. 
uncircumcision  n. tɔz̃ɔs̃ai, see: tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
uncle  sn. de1. 
unclean  aadj. gbãsĩde, see: gbãsĩ. 
uncline ear to  vi. swaka ...wa. 
uncommissioned soldier  n. sozanɛ, see: 

soza. 
unconscios (be)  vi. kãsãnkɛ. 
uncover  vt. go ...la, see: go. 
undefiled  adj. gbãsĩsai, see: gbãsĩ. 
under  post. gbu. 
underneath  adv. gbu. 
underpants  n. sokodo fɛɛ̃na, see: sokodo. 
understand  vt. yã ma, see: yã. 
understand meaning  vt. gbá dɔ,̃ see: gbá. 
understand opinion  vt. yãzɛ dɔ,̃ see: yãzɛ. 
understanding  n. yãdɔña. 
underworld  n. gɛnɔbɛ. 
undress  vt. bo2 (1). 
uneducated  n. takadadɔñsai. 

unexpected (be)  vi. su2 (2). 
unexpectedly  adv. lɛzasai, see: lɛza ...wa. 
unfaithful to (be)  vi. naaisaiyãkɛ (...nɛ). 
unfed  adj. kokũkokũ. 
unforgiving person  n. gaafaamansai. 
ungrateful person  n. gutu. 
unhappiness  n. pɔ'ĩi. 
unidentified person  n. wãanɛ. 
uninformed  adv. yãkemasai. 
unique  aadj. mɛndo(na), see: mɛndo. 
unit  ptcl. wɛɛ-. 
united people  n. lɛdokũdenɔ, see: lɛdokũ. 
united to (be)  vi. nana ...wa, see: na2. 
unjustly  adv. ɔkpɛadi. 
unkempt  ideo. yaayaa. 
unless  cnj. sé pɔ,́ see: sé; 
 cnj. sé tó, see: sé; 
 cnj. sema. 
unload  vt. pita. 
unmarried woman  n. nɔsataa. 
unmixed  aadj. zɛ2̃. 
unpleasant  adj. ĩi; 
 n/aadj. daa'ĩide, see: daa'ĩi. 
unpleasant behaviour  n. daa'ĩi. 
unprofitable  aadj. aisai, see: ài; 
 aadj. lafanasai, see: lafa (...nɛ). 
unpunished  padj. swagatɛsai, see: 

swagatɛ. 
unquenchable  aadj. gasai, see: ga1. 
unreliable  aadj. naaisai, see: naaikɛ. 
unripe  adj. isi2. 
unripe (fruit)  adj. búsu. 
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unroll  vt. poto. 
unrolled  padj. potona, see: poto. 
unsettling  n. gidi. 
unslaughtered  adj. zɔɛ̃sai, see: zɔɛ̃. 
unstable  adv. degedege; 
 adv. sikasika, see: sika. 
untie  vt. poto. 
untied  padj. potona, see: poto. 
until  cnj. ee (1). 
until now  adv. ee tia, see: ee. 
untouched  adj. lɛsi. 
untruthfulness  n. ɛkɛdekɛ, see: ɛkɛ. 
unwise person  n. ɔñɔsaide, see: ɔñɔ. 
unwrap  vt. poto. 
unwrapped  padj. potona, see: poto. 
up high  adv. musu. 
upholder  n. kũnna, see: kũ2. 
upper arm  n. gãsĩ; 
 n. ɔgãsĩ. 
upper buttocks  n. gbɛz̃ugu. 
upper lip  n. lɛmusu. 
upright  aadj. pɛtɛna, see: pɛtɛ. 
upright person  n. nɛsɛmaade, see: 

nɛsɛmaa; 
 n. nɛsɛpuade, see: nɛsɛpua. 
uprightness  n. nɛsɛmaa. 
uproar  n. zɔka; 
 n. zɔkakana, see: zɔkaka. 
uproot  vt. wutɛ (2). 

upset  vi. yã ... ũ ...wa, see: yã; 
 vt. yɔk̃pa1. 
upset (be)  vi. pɔ ... ya, see: pɔ3. 
upset plans  vt. yã gboo, see: yã. 
upsidedown  adv. kpɛdanga. 
upsidedown (be)  vi. ɛɛ ... kutɛna, see: ɛɛ. 
urge  vi. nakɛ ...wa; 
 vt. gã dɔ ...wa, see: gã. 
urge before  vi. na ...nɛ ...di, see: na2. 
urge strongly  vi. nakɛnakɛ ...wa, see: nakɛ 

...wa. 
urgently  adv. zɛnazɛna, see: zɛ. 
urinal  n. asabokĩi, see: asaabo. 
urinate  vi. asaabo. 
urine  n. asaa. 
use  n. mɔao; 
 vi. mɔaokɛ. 
use up  vi. mɔaokɛ. 
used to (be)  vi. dɔnɛkɛ ...do. 
useless  adj. gina, see: gi; 
 adj. pã. 
useless person  n. gbɛ ̃pãpã, see: gbɛ1̃; 
 n. gbɛp̃ãapãa; 
 n. yãpãkɛnna, see: yãpãkɛna. 
useless/immoral person  n. pãapãakɛnna, 

see: pãapãakɛ. 
usual place  n. gbɛ ̀(3). 
utterly (tired)  adv. bugubugu. 

V  -  v 
 
vagina  n. zɛ1̃. 
valley  n. gusitɛ. 
valuable  aadj. bɛɛde, see: bɛɛ; 
 adj. bɛɛ. 
variegated hair/coat (animal)  n. kã ́

donadona, see: kã.́ 
vehemently  adv. pãsĩpãsĩ, see: pãsĩ. 
vehicle  n. bɛbɛbɔ, see: bɛbɛ; 

 n. mɔta. 
veil  n. pɔdangãngu. 
veil of fat covering liver  n. yaana. 
vein  n. kĩi2. 
venereal disease  n. kɛñtu. 
venereal disease sufferer  n. kɛñtude, see: 

kɛñtu. 
venom  n. sɛwɛ. 
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vent anger on  vt. pɔkũkpã bobo ...wa, see: 
pɔkũkpã. 

Venus  n. nɔbɔnɔ imi saana, see: nɔbɔ. 
veranda  n. balanda. 
verandah  n. mɔgbaa. 
vertical  aadj. pɛtɛna, see: pɛtɛ. 
vertical facial scar under eye  n. kpelena. 
vervet monkey  n. wesi(kona). 
very  adv. maakɛ, see: maa1. 
very badly  adv. vãivãi, see: vãi. 
very calm/quiet  padj. tɛɛnɛnnɔ, see: tɛɛnɛ. 
very close  adv. kãikãi, see: kãi. 
very early  adv. kaakukaaku, see: kaaku; 
 n/adv. gudɔdo. 
very good  padj. maankonɔ, see: maa1. 
very hot  aadj. tãntãnna, see: tãntãn; 
 adv. tãntãn; 
 adv. wãawãa, see: wãa. 
very large  adj. gbɛt̃ɛg̃bɛt̃ɛ,̃ see: gbɛt̃ɛ.̃ 
very light  adv. futankonɔ, see: futa. 
very little  padj. yɔñkɔñnɔ, see: yɔñkɔñ. 
very long  adv. gbãágbãa, see: gbãá. 
very many  adv. dasidasi, see: dasi. 
very narrow  padj. teennɔ, see: teena. 
very old  adv. kotokoto. 
very short  adj. kutunkonɔ, see: kutu. 
very shrivelled  padj. sikosinnɔ, see: sikosi. 
very small  adj. fĩɔnkonɔ, see: fĩɔna; 
 adj. keteketennɔ, see: kete2; 
 adv. fɛɛ̃nkonɔ, see: fɛɛ̃; 
 adv. fĩɔũfĩɔũ, see: fĩɔna. 
very small/narrow  padj. fĩɔũ, see: fĩɔna. 
very smooth  ideo. gbɔlɔgbɔlɔ. 
vicinity  post. zi ̃ ́(2). 
victor  n. zĩbenna, see: zĩbe (...wa). 
victory  n. zĩbena, see: zĩbe (...wa). 
victual  n. undedɔbɔ. 
view  n. wɛpɛkĩi, see: wɛpɛ ...wa. 
village  n. bĩi2; 
 n. bĩikonna; 

 n. wɛt̃ɛ. 
village indigobird  n. sɛɛpusɛɛpu. 
village inhabitants  n. wɛt̃ɛdenɔ, see: wɛt̃ɛ. 
village square  n. gãalɛ. 
Village weaver bird  n. kòlo. 
villagers  n. bĩi gbɛñɔ, see: bĩi2. 
vinaceous dove  n. fotosi; 
 n. kãbuuna. 
vindicate  vt. sĩana kpa ...wa, see: sĩana; 
 vt. to yã bo ...do yãazo, see: to; 
 vt. yã nna kpa ...wa, see: yã. 
vindicator  n. yãnnakpamade. 
vine  n. labutɛ. 
vine species  n. gyaawe; 
 n. kwãanɔna; 
 n. sakpakula. 
violence  n. pãsĩkɛna (2), see: pãsĩkɛ 

(...nɛ). 
violent  adj. pãsĩ. 
violet  aadj. gaalulade, see: gaalula. 
violet dye  n. gaalula. 
violet tree  n. gɛz̃ĩna. 
violin  n. goge. 
violinist  n. gogelɛnna. 
virgin  adj. lɛsi. 
vision  n. wɛ2 (1); 
 n. wɛpungu; 
 n. wɛpungu'ena, see: wɛpungu. 
visit  vi. wɛnkpɛtɛ ...di, see: wɛnkpɛtɛ. 
visitor  n. nibɔ. 
voice  n. koto1 (2). 
vomit  n. pisi; 
 vi. pisi; 
 vi. pisi'o; 
 vt. pisi. 
vomit on  vt. pisi...wa, see: pisi. 
vote  vi. tɛtɛpa. 
voting  n. tɛɛtɛpana, see: tɛtɛpa. 
vow  n. lɛda ...wa, see: lɛda ...nɛ; 
 n. lɛdana, see: lɛda ...nɛ. 
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voyage  n. wɛt̃ɛgɛna. 

W  -  w 
 
wage war against  vi. zĩka (...do). 
wages  n. asaya. 
wail  vi. ɔɔdɔ. 
waist  n. pi1. 
wait for  vt. dã.́ 
wait patiently for  vi. sɔk̃pa ...di. 
waiting expectantly  padj. sɔk̃pandi, see: 

sɔk̃pa ...di. 
wake  vi. vũ3; 
 vt. vũ3. 
waking  n. vũna, see: vũ3. 
walk  vi. bɛ2; 
 vi. bɛɛtɛ; 
 vi. ta'o. 
wall  n. gĩ. 
walled  aadj. bĩide, see: bĩi2; 
 aadj. gĩde, see: gĩ. 
wallet  n. ɔgɔ bɔkɔ, see: ɔgɔ. 
wallow  vi. matɛ. 
wander  vi. likalika, see: lika. 
want  vi. yi ...di; 
 vi. yidi, see: yi ...di. 
wanting  n. yina, see: yi ...di. 
war  n. zi ̃;̀ 
 n. zĩka(na), see: zĩka (...do). 
war-chariot  n. zĩkasɔg̃o. 
warm  adj. lɔgɔlɔgɔ; 
 adj. wãa (1). 
warm oneself (by fire)  vt. kuka. 
warm oneself by fire  vt. tɛ kuka, see: tɛ. 
warn  vi. lɛza ...wa (2). 
warrior  n. zĩgɔ;̃ 
 n. zĩkanna, see: zĩka (...do). 
warthog  n. sakpa. 
wash  vt. pi2 (1); 
 vt. pipi, see: pi2. 

wash hands  vi. ɔpi(pi). 
wash menstrual rags  vt. baakasa pi, see: 

baakasa; 
 vt. wãnkpɛ pi, see: wãnkpɛ. 
washed  padj. pipina, see: pi2. 
washing  n. pipina, see: pi2. 
waste  n. asoo; 
 n. lalasi. 
wasteful person  n. lalaside, see: lalasi. 
watch  n. agogo; 
 vt. taasika. 
watchtower  n. gugwakĩi. 
water  n. í1 (1); 
 vi. musɛpita ...wa; 
 vt. í ka ...nɛ, see: í1. 
water chevtotain  n. zɔñna. 
water current  n. isɔ.̃ 
water gourd/bottle  n. ituu. 
water grass  n. luũsɛ.̃ 
water grass used for feeding cattle  n. báo. 
water in which leaves were boiled (for 

bathing)  n. la'i. 
water lily  n. bado. 
water pot  n. ɔnda. 
water scoop  n. bisanɛ. 
water source  n. ibokĩi. 
water supply  n. itɔkĩi. 
watercourse  n. izɛ. 
waterfall  n. ipitana. 
waterhole  n. bia. 
waterway  n. izɛ. 
wave  n. í kokona, see: í1; 
 n. ikɔɔ̃; 
 vi. matɛ. 
wave created by boat  n. idãgã. 
wave to  vi. ɔkɛ ...nɛ. 
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wax  n. gbãsĩ (2). 
way  n. zɛ ́(2). 
way of escape  n. bokĩi, see: bo2. 
way of life  n. ta'ozɛ. 
way of salvation  n. suabazɛ, see: suaba. 
weak  adj. gbãasai, see: gbãa1. 
weak (body)  n. mukaa. 
weak person  n. gbãasaide, see: gbãa1. 
weakness  n. gbãasaikɛ, see: gbãa1. 
wealth  n. ɔgɔdekɛ, see: ɔgɔ. 
wealthy person  n. pɔde, see: pɔ1. 
wean  vt. kɛ ̃(1). 
weaned  aadj. kɛña, see: kɛ.̃ 
weapon  n. zĩkabɔ, see: zĩka (...do). 
wear  vi. kuku2; 
 vt. kakaa ...la, see: kakaa. 
wear by hanging (sword)  vt. loko. 
wear loincloth  vt. fata yi, see: fata. 
wear rags/old clothes  vi. baakasanɔ kaka 

...la, see: baakasa. 
wearing  padj. kpana, see: kpa1. 
wear/put on shirt  vt. uta da, see: uta. 
weasel  n. budali. 
weave  vt. tã. 
weave cloth  vt. baza tã, see: baza. 
weave rope  vt. bà tã, see: bà1. 
weaver  n. bazatãnna. 
weaver's rod  n. bazali. 
wedding  n. nɔsɛ(na), see: nɔsɛ. 
wedding day  n/adv. nɔsɛgɔɔ, see: nɔsɛ. 
wedding feast  n. nɔsɛpɔbena. 
wedding gift  n. zãkɛgba. 
wedding preparation  n. zãkɛsoo. 
wedding song  n. nɔsɛle. 
week  n. zãngua. 
weigh  vt. kilo lɛ, see: kilo. 
weight  n. zaka1; 
 n. zã1̀. 
welcome  vi. da ...lɛ kũ pɔnnado, see: da2. 
well  adv. aafia; 

 n. lɔgɔ. 
well owner  n. lɔgɔde, see: lɔgɔ. 
well side  n. lɔgɔ lɛ,́ see: lɔgɔ. 
well up with tears  vi. wɛ'ididi. 
well water  n. lɔgɔ'i. 
well-doer  n. maakɛnna, see: maakɛ. 
well-known  n/aadj. tɔde, see: tɔ1. 
well-known/famous (become)  vi. tɔbo. 
west  adj. ɔkɔsi ɔdi, see: ɔkɔsi; 
 adv. musu ɔdi, see: musu. 
West African copal  n. gbɛtɛ,̃ see: gbɛ.́ 
West African ebony  n. nɛna2. 
westerners  n. musu'ɔdidenɔ. 
wet  adj. nidɛ1 (1). 
wet season  n/adv. bũnsɛɛ. 
what?  adv. bɔ.́ 
what if  ptcl. bi. 
wheat flour  n. flawa. 
wheel  n. gele. 
when?  adv. bɔɛzĩ ...i. 
when  cnj. pɔ2 (1). 
when (IMPRF)  cnj. tó. 
where?  adv. má ...i. 
whether  ptcl. -n dò, see: -n. 
which?  adj. kpete ...i. 
while uncircumcised  adv. tɔz̃ɔs̃aigɔɔ, see: 

tɔz̃ɔ.̃ 
whip  n. fi ̃à. 
whip mark  n. gbɛ ̀(4). 
whirlwind  n. toto2. 
whisper  n. yãkpãina. 
whistle  n. fio2; 
 vi. fiopɛ. 
whistler  n. fiopɛnna, see: fiopɛ. 
white  adj. pua; 
 padj. puu; 
 ptcl. -pu, see: pu. 
white man  n. anasa; 
 n. bapua. 
white of egg  n. kogbe pua, see: kogbe. 
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white sand  n. busupuna. 
white skin around foot above sole  n. 

gbalɛpu, see: gbalɛ. 
white sky  n. luabɛpua(na), see: luabɛ. 
white tailed mongoose  n. kɔp̃u, see: kɔ̃.̀ 
white-bellied hedgehog  n. busia. 
white-faced scops owl  n. kolo musu(na), 

see: kolo. 
whiten  vi. puakũ. 
white-throated francolin  n. dɔñtɛ,̃ see: 

dɔñna. 
whiz  adv. pìoo. 
who (OBJ)  iw. dí1. 
whole  adj. bũu; 
 adj. lɛsi. 
wholeheartedness  n. nɛsɛmɛndo. 
why?  adv. bɔyãdi. 
whydah  n. bã vĩagbãade, see: bã. 
wicked (be)  vi. daa'ĩikɛ; 
 vi. yãvãikɛ. 
wicked person  n. yãvãikɛnna, see: 

yãvãikɛ. 
wide  adj. yaasa. 
widen  vi. yaasakũ; 
 vt. yaasakũ. 
widow  n. gyaanɔ. 
widower  n. gyaanɔ. 
width  n. lɛɛtɛ; 
 n. yaasa. 
wife  n. na1. 
wild  adj. pãsĩ. 
wild cassada  n. bakatunu tɛã, see: 

bakatunu. 
wild cat  n. dangaasa; 
 n. dãngaasa; 
 n. musuna. 
wild custard apple  n. masa. 
wild date palm  n. aala tɛã, see: aala. 
wild dog  n. kitina. 
wild olive  n. mɔmɔtɛña. 

wilderness  n. gugbangbɛ. 
wild/savage/severe (become)  — pãsĩkũ 

(iv). 
will  n. lɛditakada; 
 n. puiã; 
 n. puiãkɛna, see: puiãkɛ. 
willing (be)  vi. wedi, see: we ...di/do. 
willingly  adv. tiasi sai, see: tiasi. 
win  vt. be1. 
win battle  vi. zĩbe (...wa). 
win vote/gamble/game  vi. tɛtɛbe. 
win wrestle  vi. dɛɛ̃be. 
wind  n. ɛñi. 
window  n. taaga. 
windstorm (before rain)  n. ɛñizaga. 
wind/twist around  vi. fĩkã ...di, see: fĩkã. 
windy (be)  vi. ɛñipɛ. 
wine  n. inabi'i. 
wine waiter  n. inabi'idãnna. 
winepress  n. inabi'ifɛɛ̃kɛkĩi. 
wing  n. gãsĩ. 
winged  aadj. gãsĩde, see: gãsĩ. 
winnow  vt. fãfã, see: fã (...wa). 
winter  n. ɛm̃pui. 
wipe  vi. matɛ; 
 vt. waa. 
wipe sweat  vt. yɔ'i waa, see: yɔ'i. 
wipe tears from  vt. wɛ'i go ...nɛ, see: wɛ'i. 
wiped out (be)  vi. lɛdɛ. 
wire  n. waya (1). 
wire mesh  n. gwagwabaza. 
wisdom  n. ɔñɔ. 
wise (become)  vi. ɔñɔkũ. 
wise person  n. ɔñɔde, see: ɔñɔ. 
wisely  adv. ɔñɔ'ɔñɔ, see: ɔñɔ. 
witch  n. ɛzɛvãide; 
 n. gãe. 
with  cnj. kũ ... -do. 
with both hands  adv. ɔpiapia, see: ɔpia. 
with (COM)  post. -do. 
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with handle (pot)  aadj. swade, see: swá. 
with hands folded  adv. ɔkpana, see: ɔkpa 

...di. 
wither  vi. giika; 
 vi. imimi. 
withered  aadj. imina, see: imi. 
withhold  vi. gi ...nɛ, see: gi. 
without  post. sai; 
 ptcl. -sai (1), see: sai. 
without a spirit  aadj. ninasai, see: nina. 
without an oath  adv. lɛdasai, see: lɛda ...nɛ. 
without becoming wise  adv. ɔñɔkũsai, see: 

ɔñɔkũ. 
without being done  post. kɛsai, see: kɛ. 
without cause  adj. pãapãa. 
without clearing up  aadj. weesai, see: wee. 
without compulsion  adv. tiasi sai, see: tiasi. 
without digging a hole  adv. wɛyɔs̃ai. 
without discipline  padj. swagatɛsai, see: 

swagatɛ. 
without discrimination  adv. tɛb̃osai, see: 

tɛb̃o ...nɛ. 
without dispute  n. yãketesai, see: yãkete. 
without eating  adv. pɔbesai, see: pɔbe. 
without fault  adv. taali sai, see: taali. 
without fear  adv. vĩakɛsai, see: vĩakɛ 

(...nɛ). 
without grumbling  adv. yãketekɛsai, see: 

yãketekɛna. 
without handle  aadj. swasai, see: swá. 
without hesitation  adv. zɛzɛsai, see: zɛ. 
without hope/expectation  adv. wɛdɔdisai, 

see: wɛdɔ (...wa). 
without knowing  adv. dɔs̃ai, see: dɔ.̃ 
without knowledge  adv. dɔñsai, see: dɔ.̃ 
without payment  adv. fĩabosai, see: fĩabo 

(...do) (...nɛ). 
without piercing wall  adv. gĩfɔs̃ai. 
without rest  adv. kãmabosai, see: kãmabo. 
without sight  adv. gu'esai. 

without sympathy  adv. wɛwɛñdagwasai, 
see: wɛwɛñdagwa. 

without trial  adv. yãkɛkɛsai, see: yãkɛkɛ 
...do. 

without warning  adv. lɛzasai, see: lɛza ...wa. 
without wavering  adv. degedege sai, see: 

degedege. 
witness  n. seeda; 
 n. seedade, see: seeda. 
wizard  n. gãe. 
wobbly  adv. degedege. 
woe  n. waiyoo. 
woman  n. nɔ; 
 n. nɔgbɛ.̃ 
womanhood  n. nɔgbɛk̃ɛ, see: nɔgbɛ.̃ 
womaniser  n. nɔdãkpanna; 
 n. nɔwɛtɛnna. 
woman's purse  n. sɔ. 
woman's wrap  n. baza. 
womb  n. nɛ'isakpɛ; 
 n. sakpɛ. 
women's hairdresser  n. mitãnna, see: 

mitã. 
wonder  n. dabodabo; 
 n. daboyã; 
 n. yãbonsɛɛ; 
 n. yãbonsɛɛkɛna; 
 n. yãdonadona. 
wonder worker  n. dabodabokɛnna. 
wonderful  aadj. bonsɛɛ. 
wonderful person  n. bonsɛɛde, see: 

bonsɛɛ. 
wood  n. lí. 
wood carver  n. li'anna. 
woodchopper  n. lizɔz̃ɔñna, see: lizɔ.̃ 
wood-splitter  n. lipaanna. 
wool  n. sãkã. 
word  n. yã. 
word of encouragement  n. nɛsɛniniyã, see: 

nɛsɛnini. 
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word of testimony  n. seedadekɛyã, see: 
seeda. 

word of wisdom  n. ɔñɔyã, see: ɔñɔ. 
work  n. zĩ; 
 n. zĩkɛna, see: zĩkɛ; 
 vt. zĩkɛ. 
work as butcher  vt. laga kɛ, see: laga. 
work for in-laws  vt. ãnzue zĩkɛ, see: ãnzue. 
work for wages  vi. foikɛ. 
work properly  vi. ta'o. 
work-day  n/adv. zĩkɛgɔɔ, see: zĩkɛ. 
worker  n. zĩkɛnna, see: zĩkɛ. 
workplace  n. zĩkɛkĩi, see: zĩkɛ. 
work-time  n. zĩgɔɔ, see: zĩ. 
world  n. ãnua. 
worn out  adv. yákayaka. 
worry  n. bidi; 
 n. yãdanla; 
 n. yã'ũmma; 
 vi. yã ... kakaa, see: yã; 
 vi. yã ... ũ ...wa, see: yã; 
 vt. gĩna kakaa, see: gĩna; 
 vt. gĩna kakankɛ, see: gĩna. 
worry about  vt. kakankɛ. 
worship  n. sisina, see: sisi2; 
 n. tɔsi(si)na; 
 vt. sisi2 (2). 
worship nature spirit  vt. tãa kɛ, see: tãa. 
worshipper  n. tɔsi(si)nna, see: tɔsi(si)na. 
worthless  aadj. bɛɛnasaide, see: bɛɛna; 
 adj. gina, see: gi. 
worthless activity  n. yãpãkɛna. 
worthless thing (do)  vt. yã pã kɛ, see: yã. 
worthy  adj. bɛɛ. 
worthy (be)  vi. ka (1). 

wound  n. bɔ;̀ 
 n. bɔɔ; 
 n. gu'ãa; 
 vt. kĩ'ãa. 
wound seriously  vt. kaakũ. 
woven  aadj. tãna, see: tã. 
woven cloth  n. bazatãna, see: bazatãnna. 
wrap  vt. fĩ (...wa); 
 vt. yi. 
wrath  n. pɔkũkpã. 
wrestle  n. dɛɛ̃; 
 vi. dɛɛ̃ka. 
wrestler  n. dɛɛ̃kanna, see: dɛɛ̃ka; 
 n. dɛɛ̃nɛ. 
wrestling  n. dɛɛ̃kana, see: dɛɛ̃ka. 
wring out  vt. fɛɛ̃kɛ. 
wrinkle  n. fĩngolokpana, see: fĩngolokpa; 
 n. itonkpana, see: itonkpa; 
 vi. fĩngolokpa; 
 vi. itonkpa. 
wrist  n. ɔwakazĩ. 
write  vt. takada kɛ,̃ see: takada. 
write on  vi. lakɛ ̃...wa, see: lakɛ ̃(...nɛ). 
write (to)  vi. lakɛ ̃(...nɛ). 
write to for  vt. kɛ ̃...nɛ ...nɛ, see: kɛ.̃ 
write with finger (in sand)  vt. ɔgbɛ kɛ,̃ see: 

ɔgbɛ. 
writer  n. lakɛñna, see: lakɛ ̃(...nɛ). 
writing tablet  n. alo. 
written  padj. kɛña, see: kɛ.̃ 
wrong  aadj. zɛsaide, see: zɛ;́ 
 vt. takikɛ. 
wrong (do)  vi. zã ...wa. 
wrong-doing  n. zãnayãwa. 

Y  -  y 
 
Y junction  n. zɛkpaka'ãa. 
yam  n. á1. 

yard of cloth  n. yadi. 
yawn  n. yehaana; 
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 vi. yehaanakɛ. 
year  cn. wɛ̃;̀ 
 n. wɛ̃.̀ 
yearling (animal over one year)  aadj. 

sawasawa. 
yeast  n. bulodifɛtɛ'ɛzɛ; 
 n. flawa ɛzɛ, see: flawa; 
 n. pɔsɛ'ɛzɛ. 
yell at  vi. wikidɔ ...wa. 
yellow  adj. kpa'i. 
yellow oleander  n. lɛwonna (2). 
yellow paint  n. kpa'i. 
yellow-billed kite  n. bɛɛka. 
yellow-billed oxpecker  n. zubã. 
yellow-winged bat  n. laabutɛña, see: laabu. 
yes  intj. ao1; 
 intj. mm. 
yesterday  n/adv. gĩa1. 
yoke  n. kogbe tɛã, see: kogbe. 
yoke (for oxen)  n. zugu. 
Yoruba (tribe)  n. Yuu. 

you alone  pro. n do, see: n. 
young  adj. bɔt̀ɔ. 
young African fan palm  n. zaa2. 
young bull  n. zusawasawa. 
young (diminutive)  n. bɔtɔna, see: bɔt̀ɔ. 
young fan palm frond  n. zaa2. 
young girl  n. nɛnɔkɔna. 
young male animal  n. nɛsa, see: nɛ.́ 
young man  n. ausu; 
 n. kɛfɛna. 
young married woman  n. nɔ sataa, see: nɔ. 
young teenage boy  n. ausu fɛɛ̃na, see: ausu. 
younger brother/sister  n. dakũna. 
younger sister  n. dakũn nɔgbɛd̃e, see: 

dakũna. 
yourself  pro. n gĩna, see: n. 
youth  n. ausu; 
 n. ausukɛ, see: ausu. 
youthfulness  n. ausukɛ, see: ausu. 
yuck  intj. gyaũ. 

Z  -  z 
 
zeal  n. ãia; 
 n. wãna, see: wã. 
zealot  n. gingĩnado. 
zealous  aadj. ãiade, see: ãia. 

Zerma tribe  n. Zɛma. 
zorilla  n. budali; 
 n. lisɔt̃ɛ.̃ 

1 
 
1p.APPO  pro. waakũnɔ. 
1p.BEN  pro. -wɛã. 
1p.COM  pro. kɔãwado. 
1p.HAB  pro. wi1 (1). 
1p.HAB.CONT  pro. wikũ (1). 
1p.HAB.NEG  pro. widi, see: wi1. 
1p.HAB.NEG.CONT  pro. widikũ, see: wi1. 
1p.IMPRF  pro. wáa. 
1p.IMPRF.CONT  pro. wáakũ, see: wáa. 
1p.IMPRF.DUR  pro. wáadi, see: wáa. 

1p.OBJ  pro. wá3. 
1p.POSS  pro. wá3. 
1p.PRF  pro. wa1. 
1p.PROG  pro. wáda, see: wá3. 
1p.SBJ  pro. wà1. 
1p.SBJ.CONT  pro. wàkũ, see: wà1. 
1p.SBJ.DUR  pro. wàdi, see: wà1. 
1p.STAT  pro. wá3. 
1p.STAT.NEG  — wába, see: wá3. 
1p.SUBS  pro. wí. 
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1p.SUBS.CONT  pro. wíkũ, see: wí; 
 pro. wíkũ. 
1p.TOP  pro. waakũnɔ. 
1p.UNAC  pro. wi1 (1). 
1s.APPO  pro. maakũ. 
1s.BEN  pro. -mɛa. 
1s.COM  pro. kɔãmado. 
1s.DAT  pro. -ma. 
1s.HAB  pro. mi2 (1). 
1s.HAB.NEG  pro. midi, see: mi2. 
1s.IMPRF  pro. maa2. 
1s.IMPRF.CONT  pro. maakũ, see: maa2. 

1s.OBJ  pro. ma1. 
1s.POSS  pro. ma1. 
1s.PRF  pro. ma1. 
1s.PROG  pro. mada, see: má. 
1s.SBJ  pro. mà. 
1s.SBJ.CONT  pro. màkũ, see: mà. 
1s.STAT  pro. má. 
1s.STAT.NEG  pro. maba, see: má. 
1s.SUBS  pro. mí2. 
1s.TOP  pro. maakũ. 
1s.UNAC  pro. mi2 (2). 

2 
 
2p.APPO  pro. aakũnɔ. 
2p.COM  pro. kɔãado. 
2p.DAT  pro. -wá. 
2p.HAB  pro. i1 (1). 
2p.HAB.NEG  pro. idi, see: i1. 
2p.HAB.STAT  pro. ikũ2. 
2p.IMPRF  pro. áa. 
2p.IMPRF.CONT  pro. áakũ, see: áa. 
2p.IMPRF.CONT.DUR  pro. áadikũ, see: áa. 
2p.IMPRF.DUR  pro. áadi, see: áa. 
2p.OBJ  pro. á2. 
2p.POSS  pro. á2. 
2p.PRF  pro. a2. 
2p.PROG  pro. áda, see: á2. 
2p.SBJ  pro. à2. 
2p.SBJ.CONT  pro. àkũ, see: à2. 
2p.SBJ.DUR  pro. àdi, see: à2. 
2p.SBJ.DUR.CONT  pro. àdikũ, see: à2. 
2p.STAT  pro. á2. 
2p.STAT.NEG  pro. ába, see: á2. 
2p.SUBS  pro. í2. 
2p.SUBS.STAT  pro. íkũ (1). 

2p.TOP  pro. aakũnɔ. 
2p.UNAC  pro. i1 (1). 
2s.APPO  pro. mɔkɔñ. 
2s.BEN  pro. -nnɛ. 
2s.COM  pro. kĩando; 
 pro. kɔãndo. 
2s.DAT  pro. -mma. 
2s.HAB  pro. ndì, see: n. 
2s.HAB.NEG  pro. ndí, see: n. 
2s.IMPRF  pro. nda, see: ń2. 
2s.INES  pro. -ũ2. 
2s.OBJ  pro. n. 
2s.POSS  pro. n. 
2s.PRF  pro. n. 
2s.PROG  pro. ńda, see: ń2. 
2s.SBJ  pro. ǹ. 
2s.SBJ.CONT  pro. ǹkũ, see: ǹ. 
2s.STAT  pro. ń2. 
2s.STAT.NEG  pro. mba, see: ń2. 
2s.SUBS  pro. ndí, see: n. 
2s.TOP  pro. mɔkɔñ. 
2s.UNAC  pro. ndi, see: n. 

3 
 
3indef.CONT  pro. wikũ (2). 3indef.HAB  pro. wì (1). 
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3indef.HAB.CONT  pro. wìkũ. 
3indef.HAB.NEG  pro. wìdi, see: wì. 
3indef.HAB.NEG.CONT  pro. wìdikũ, see: 

wì. 
3indef.IMPRF  pro. wàa (1). 
3indef.IMPRF.CONT  pro. wàakũ, see: wàa. 
3indef.IMPRF.DUR  pro. wàadi, see: wàa. 
3indef.PRF  pro. wà2 (1). 
3indef.PROG  pro. wàda, see: wà2. 
3indef.SBJ  pro. wà2 (1). 
3indef.SBJ.CONT  pro. wàkũ (1), see: wà2. 
3indef.STAT  pro. wa2 (1). 
3indef.STAT.NEG  pro. waba, see: wa2. 
3indef.SUBS  pro. wi2 (1). 
3indef.UNAC  pro. wì (1). 
3p.APPO  pro. ankũnɔ. 
3p.BEN  pro. -nnɛ.́ 
3p.COM  pro. kĩando; 
 pro. kɔãńdo. 
3p.DAT  pro. -mmá. 
3p.HAB  pro. andì, see: an2. 
3p.HAB.CONT  pro. andìkũ, see: an2. 
3p.HAB.NEG  pro. andí, see: an2. 
3p.IMPRF  pro. anda, see: an1. 
3p.IMPRF.CONT  pro. andakũ, see: an1. 
3p.IMPRF.DUR  pro. andadi, see: an1. 
3p.INES  pro. -ṹ. 
3p.LOG.HAB  pro. wì (2). 
3p.LOG.HAB.CONT  pro. wìkũ. 
3p.LOG.HAB.NEG  pro. wìdi, see: wì. 
3p.LOG.HAB.NEG.CONT  pro. wìdikũ, see: 

wì. 
3p.LOG.IMPRF  pro. wàa (1). 
3p.LOG.IMPRF.CONT  pro. wàakũ, see: wàa. 
3p.LOG.IMPRF.DUR  pro. wàadi, see: wàa. 
3p.LOG.PRF  pro. wà2 (2). 
3p.LOG.PROG  pro. wàda, see: wà2. 
3p.LOG.SBJ  pro. wà2 (2). 
3p.LOG.SBJ.CONT  pro. wàkũ (2), see: wà2. 
3p.LOG.STAT  pro. wa2 (1). 

3p.LOG.STAT.NEG  pro. waba, see: wa2. 
3p.LOG.SUBS  pro. wi2 (2). 
3p.LOG.UNAC  pro. wì (2). 
3p.OBJ  pro. ń1. 
3p.POSS  pro. an1. 
3p.PRF  pro. an2. 
3p.PROG  pro. andá, see: an1. 
3p.SBJ  pro. an2. 
3p.SBJ.CONT  pro. ankũ, see: an2. 
3p.STAT  pro. an1. 
3p.STAT.CONT  pro. ankũ, see: an1. 
3p.STAT.NEG  pro. amba, see: an1. 
3p.SUBS  pro. andí, see: an2. 
3p.SUBS.CONT  pro. andíkũ, see: an2. 
3p.TOP  pro. ankũnɔ. 
3p.UNAC  pro. andi, see: an2. 
3s.ADES  pro. -di1. 
3s.APPO  pro. àkũ2. 
3s.BEN  pro. -nɛ, see: -nɛ. 
3s.COM  pro. -do; 
 pro. kɔãdo. 
3s.DAT  pro. -wà, see: -wa. 
3s.HAB  pro. ì. 
3s.HAB.NEG  pro. ìdi, see: ì. 
3s.HAB.STAT  pro. ìkũ. 
3s.IMPRF  pro. àa. 
3s.IMPRF.CONT  pro. àakũ, see: àa. 
3s.IMPRF.DUR  pro. àadi, see: àa. 
3s.INES  pro. -ũ1. 
3s.LOG.APPO  pro. akũ2. 
3s.LOG.COM  pro. kɔãakũdo, see: kɔãdo. 
3s.LOG.HAB  pro. akũdì, see: akũ2. 
3s.LOG.HAB.NEG  pro. akũdí, see: akũ2. 
3s.LOG.IMPRF  pro. akũda, see: akũ2. 
3s.LOG.IMPRF.CONT  pro. akũdakũ, see: 

akũ2. 
3s.LOG.OBJ  pro. akũ2. 
3s.LOG.POSS  pro. akũ2. 
3s.LOG.PRF  pro. akũ2. 
3s.LOG.PROG  pro. akũdá, see: akũ2. 
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3s.LOG.STAT  pro. akũ2. 
3s.LOG.STAT.NEG  pro. akũba, see: akũ2. 
3s.LOG.TOP  pro. akũ2. 
3s.LOG.UNAC  pro. akũdi, see: akũ2. 
3s.OBJ  pro. a1. 
3s.POSS  pro. a1. 
3s.PRF  pro. à1. 
3s.PROG  pro. àda, see: à1. 
3s.SBJ  pro. à1. 
3s.SBJ.CONT  pro. àkũ, see: à1. 
3s.SBJ.DUR  pro. àdi, see: à1. 
3s.SBJ.STAT  pro. àkũ2. 
3s.STAT  pro. a1. 
3s.STAT.NEG  pro. aba, see: a1. 
3s.SUBS  pro. i2 (1). 
3s.SUBS.STAT  pro. ikũ1. 
3s.SUP  pro. -la. 
3s.TOP  pro. àkũ2. 
3s.UNAC  pro. i 
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